
  

COUNCIL  
MEETING  
AGENDA 
21 OCTOBER 2025 



 
 
 
 

 
Notice is hereby given that the next meeting of the Sorell Council will be 
held at the Community Administration Centre (CAC), 47 Cole Street, Sorell 
on Tuesday, 21 October 2025 commencing at 6.00 pm. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
C E R T I F I C A T I O N  
 
I, Robert Higgins, Chief Executive Officer of the Sorell Council, hereby certify 
that in accordance with Section 65 of the Local Government Act 1993, the 
reports in this Agenda have been prepared by persons who have the 
qualifications and experience necessary to give such information, 
recommendation or advice.  
 
Council or a Council Committee is not to decide on any matter which 
requires the advice of a qualified person without considering such advice 
unless – 

(a) the General Manager certifies, in writing – 
(i) that such advice was obtained; and 
(ii) that the General Manager took the advice into account 
in providing general advice to the Council or Council 
Committee; and 

(b) a copy of that advice or, if the advice was given orally, a written 
transcript or summary of that advice is provided to the Council or 
Council Committee with the General Manager's certificate. 

 
Notices of Motion and supporting documentation from Councillors are 
exempted from this certification. 
 
 
 
 
ROBERT HIGGINS 
CHIEF EXECUTIVE OFFICER 
16 OCTOBER 2025 
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AUDIO-VISUAL RECORDING OF COUNCIL MEETINGS 
 
I would like to advise that an audio-visual recording is being made of this 
meeting. I also remind everyone present to be respectful and considerate 
towards others attending the meeting. Language or behaviour that could 
be perceived as offensive, defamatory, or threatening to any person 
attending the meeting, or to those listening to the recording, will not be 
tolerated. 
 

1.0 ACKNOWLEDGEMENT OF COUNTRY – MAYOR GATEHOUSE 
^ 
I would like to begin by paying respect to the traditional and original owners 
of this land the Mumirimina people, to pay respect to those that have 
passed before us and to acknowledge today’s Tasmanian Aboriginal 
community who are custodians of this land. 
 

2.0 ATTENDANCE 
^ 
 
Mayor J Gatehouse 
Councillor M Miró Quesada Le Roux 
Councillor B Nichols 
Councillor M Reed 
Councillor N Reynolds 
Councillor B Shaw 
Councillor C Torenius 
Councillor M Larkins 
Chief Executive Officer R Higgins 
General Manager Operations J Hinchen 
 

3.0 APOLOGIES 
^ 
 
Councillor S Campbell 
 

4.0 DECLARATIONS OF INTEREST 
^ 
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5.0 CONFIRMATION OF THE MINUTES 
^ 
 

5.1 CONFIRMATION OF THE MINUTES FROM THE COUNCIL MEETING 16 
SEPTEMBER 2025. 

 
RECOMMENDATION 
 
“That the Minutes of the Council Meeting held on 16th September 2025 be 
confirmed.” 
 

5.2 CONFIRMATION OF THE MINUTES FROM THE SPECIAL COUNCIL 
MEETING 07 OCTOBER 2025. 

 
RECOMMENDATION 
 
“That the Minutes of the Special Council Meeting held on 7th October 2025 
be confirmed.” 
 
 

6.0 MAYOR’S REPORT 
^ 
 
RECOMMENDATION 
 
“That the Mayor’s communication report as listed be received.” 
 
This communication is provided as a courtesy, any items that require 
Council action and/or decision will be listed as separate agenda items. Any 
Councillor requiring information on any matter contained in the 
communication report please contact the Mayor at any time. 
 
• Mayors Round Table – Launceston – Talk by Lisa Denny on 

Demographics and presentation on Local Government Reform. 
• Bream Creek Show Strategic Meeting. 
• Opening of State BMX Championship.  
• SENA SUNS Netball Presentation.  
• “Out of the Shadows Walk” in recognition of those who have taken 

their own lives.  
• Young Group’s Development open day 24 Clifton Drive. Look around 

the new houses being built and the masterplan for the site. A mixed 
development of 1 to 3 bedroom homes, shop and childcare. Built with 
community building in mind.  
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• Met with Mike Banks and Geoff Clow from Sorell Lions to discuss 
management and location of alternative spaces to store equipment 
and meet. 

• Met with Guy Cuthbertson discussing the masterplan for the South East 
Sporting complex and the impacts and possibilities for the Dodges 
Ferry Horse Riding Club. 

• Men’s Shed AGM. Council was asked for different forms of 
communication, maybe, a newsletter of more updates on their notice 
board.  

• Rotary 40th Anniversary Celebrations. Presentation at Government 
House and dinner after.  

• BEST AGM. 
• NRM South AGM. 
• Joint Southern Waste Solutions and Joint Authority workshop.  
• Midway Yacht Club Opening season. 
• Marina and Paula from Reconciliation Tas. Made the decision to 

pause any plans we had and reassess our position as Council and 
partnering organisation.  Have since met with Pauline CEO and have 
plans for an ongoing conversation about addressing the Tasmanian 
Aboriginal topic in our community.  

• Airport meeting to discuss CACG meeting. The purpose of the group 
and changes to terms of reference.  

• Launch of Kinetic Bus emblazoned with our local hero Andrew Hyatt 
on the side another step in our joint Anti Racism Campaign. 

• SERDA meeting. Priority projects identified which are, the continuance 
of the Wielangta Bike trail project and advocating for essential 
infrastructure to enable growth (Roads and TasWater mainly). There is 
still an opportunity to nominate for the RDA Tasmanian Regional 
Development Champion Award.  

• NRME Advisory Group. Cat trapping has begun in Midway Point. Lots 
of Coast Care and Land Care projects underway, supported and run 
by the community.  

• Minister for Small Business and Deputy Premier Guy Barnett met with 
small businesses owners (including Councillors Michael Larkins and 
Shannon Campbell both owners of small businesses invested in staying 
in our municipality) and walked around Sorell. Identifying challenges 
for growing businesses in our location.  Then onto the Jobs Hub to 
further talk about growth and learning opportunities in the hub.  

• Sorell Freemasons, Instillation Ceremony.  
• Bream Creek Show Cocktail Party. 
• Visit to Sorell by Josh Willie, interested in new housing developments.  
• SWS shortlisting for new director meeting.  
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• Meeting with Carlo Di Falco MP. 
• Bream Creek Show Meeting. 
• Seniors Week Events. 
• Meeting Brian Mitchell MP. 
• Small Business Round Table. 
• Opening of Arthur Street Child Care Centre, I have been involved with 

this development since being elected to Council in 2022. Supporting 
the owner operator through the process and connecting her to the 
community.  

• Sorell Football Club Blue and Gold Ball. 
• Information session on Local Government Reform.  
• Ben Shaw new Councillor, meet and induction session.  
• Mayor and Management Workshop.  
• Media opportunities.  
• Various Volunteering Roles.  
• Council Workshops. 
• Community Queries. 
• Sorell Planning Authority Meeting.  

7.0 SUPPLEMENTARY ITEMS 
^ 
RECOMMENDATION 
 
“That the Council resolve by absolute majority to deal with any 
supplementary items not appearing on the agenda, as reported by the 
General Manager in accordance with the Local Government (Meeting 
Procedures) Regulations 2015.” 
 
In accordance with the requirements of Part 2 Regulation 10 (7) of the Local 
Government (Meeting Procedures) Regulations 2025, the Council by 
absolute majority may approve the consideration of a matter not 
appearing on the agenda, where the General Manager has reported: 
 
a) The reason it was not possible to include the matter on the agenda; 

and 
b) That the matter is urgent; and 
c) That advice has been provided under section 65 of the Local 

Government Act 1993. 
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8.0 COUNCIL WORKSHOPS REPORT 
^ 
The following Council Workshop was held: 
 

Date Purpose Councillor Attendance Councillor 
Apologies 
 

7th October 2025 • 25/26 Operational Plan 
• Governance 

o Proposal to reduce 
Councillor numbers 

o NRMEAG Terms of 
Reference Review 

o Governance 
Framework Review 

o Deputy Mayor 
election procedure. 

• Southern Beaches 
Structural Plan draft RFQ 

• Councillor Items 
o GM Performance 

review 
o Security during 

Council 
meetings/locking 
doors 

o Ferry Hall/School 
Rec Centre/Gym 
Community 
Feedback 

• Gatehouse, Nichols, 
Torenius, Miro 
Quesada, Reynolds, 
Larkins, Campbell, 
Reed 

 

•  

 
 

9.0 COUNCILLOR QUESTIONS ON NOTICE 
^ 
 

10.0 COUNCILLOR MOTIONS ON NOTICE 
^ 
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11.0 WORKGROUP REPORTS 
^ 
 
RECOMMENDATION 
 
“That the workgroup reports as listed be received.” 
 

11.1 OFFICE OF THE CEO – ROBERT HIGGINS 
^ 
 
• Attended Red Handfish project update with IMAS – 21st Aug 
• Copping waste management site meeting with Planning Workgroup 

Manager and Southern Waste Solutions – 21st Aug 
• Attended Copping Refuse Disposal Site Joint Authority meeting – 21st 

Aug 
• Met with GHD and Planning Workgroup Manager to discuss Old 

Forcett Rd traffic assessment scope – 22nd Aug & 7th Oct 
• Met with Playspace Audit consultant and project team – 22nd Aug 
• Attended Audit Panel meeting – 27th Aug 
• Attended Greater Hobart Sport & Recreation Infrastructure Study 

project update meetings – 27th Aug and 6th Oct 
• Attended SERDA meeting – 28th Aug 
• Attended Dodges Ferry School Association meeting – 28th Aug 
• Leave – 1st Sep to 26th Sep 
• Attended Hobart Airport Corp CACG terms of reference discussion 

with Mayor – 8th Oct 
• Met with Carlo DiFalco and Mayor – 14th Oct 
• Met with Mayor and Councillor Ben Shaw – declaration – 14th Oct 
• Met with SERDA Chair, Tasman GM and Oliver Strickland to progress 

strategic projects advocacy scope – 16th Oct 
• Met with Brian Mitchell and Mayor – 17th Oct 
• Staff meetings, Leadership Team meeting, weekly Greater Hobart 

councils GM/CEO Teams meeting, workshops and SPA meetings. 

EMPLOYEE SUPPORT COORDINATOR – HR   
  
RESIGNATION:  

• Engagement Officer - Penny Goodland resigned 2 October 2025.  
• Finance Support Officer - Jade Balckwell resigned 14 October 2025.  
• Plumbing Surveyor – Ross Young resigned 24 October 2025.  

  
RETIREMENT:  

• Planning Officer - Jenny Richmond retires 30 October 2025.  
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RECRUITMENT:   
• Municipal Worker – Sealed Roads - Applications closed 22 

September 2025.  
• Planner - Applications closed 24 September 2025.  
• Youth Development Officer - Applications closed 6 October 2025.  
• Project Manager – Applications closed 13 October 2025.   
• Plumbing Surveyor – Applications closed 13 October 2025.  

  
APPOINTMENTS:  

• Customer & Business Support Officer (casual) - Michelle McAndrew 
commenced 9 September 2025.  

• Project Manager – Damien Hayes commenced 7 October 2025.  
• Compliance Officer – Jason Arnol will commence 4 November 

2025.  
  
CUSTOMER & BUSINESS SUPPORT      
CRMs created for the month of September   
  

  
 337 Certificates    
   
Council processed 57 - 337 Certificates in September which relate to the 
sale of properties as detailed in the graph below.    
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132 Certificates    
   
Council processed 124 - 132 Certificates in September which relate to the 
sale of properties and rates owed at time of sale as detailed in the graph 
below.    
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11.2 FINANCE – SCOTT NICOL, ACTING MANAGER 
^ 
 
Financial Management 

During the month of September, the following key financial management 
tasks were completed:  

o End-of-month (EOM) procedures for August, including the completion 
of EOM processing and balance sheet reconciliations and the 
submission of Council’s monthly Business Activity Statement (BAS) to 
the Australian Tax Office (ATO).  

o The 2025/2026 financial year variance reporting schedule has been 
developed and agreed upon with workgroup managers. Workgroup 
managers will complete comprehensive variance reporting on actual 
to budget income and expenditure four times during the financial 
year. Variance reporting was completed by all workgroup managers 
in September.  

o Phase 1 of the 2024/2025 Consolidated Data Collection Survey was 
completed and submitted to KPMG prior to the 12 September 2025 
due date.  

o Work commenced on Phase 2 of the 2024/2025 Consolidated Data 
Collection Survey. 

o South East Region Development Association (SERDA) ad-hoc and 
monthly financial tasks.  

o Finance staff completed the following grant related reports:  
o Assisted with Final reporting in relation to the State Government 

Department of State Growth funding of the South East Jobs Hub. 
o Assisted with the Instalment report for the Invest in Our 

Communities Program – Memorial Hall to Australian Government 
Department of Infrastructure, Transport, Cities and Regional 
Development.   

Rates  

• The rates paid in full date was 10 September 2025. 
• At the end of September, 41.7% of rates had already been paid, 

compared to 39% at the same time last year.  
• Supplementary valuations were received from the Office of the 

Valuer-General, year to date totalling $12.1k in general rates, $9.7k in 
waste charges and $506 in fire levy income.  

• Penalty relating to the 1st rates instalment date (13 August 2025) was 
applied.  

• 2nd instalment (15 October 2025) reminders were sent out.  
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Audit  
• The Tasmanian Audit Office (TAO) were on site the week starting 

Monday 15 September 2025 completing the 2024/2025 end of 
financial year audit. Finance staff worked with TAO to finalise the audit 
during the full week.  

• TAO issued the Report to Those Charged with Governance – Year 
Ended 30 June 2025, on 24 September 2025. The report noted that the 
audit did not identify any uncorrected misstatements that, in TAO’s 
judgement, either individually or in aggregate, could have a material 
effect on the financial report. The report noted two corrected 
misstatements, which effected balances in the financial report above 
thresholds. These were corrected by management.   

• The Acting Manager Finance and the Acting General Manager 
signed the audit Management Representation Letter and provided 
certification of the Annual Financial Report for the year ended 30 June 
2025, on 26 September 2025.  

• TAO issued the unqualified Independent Auditor’s Report of the 
Annual Financial Report for the year ended 30 June 2025, on 29 
September 2025.  

• TAO will not issue a final Financial Audit Outcomes Report in October 
2025 per the Audit Strategy. This is because no additional audit 
findings were identified during the final audit. A detailed 
Memorandum of Audit Findings was issued by TAO after the interim 
audit visit. 

• Finance staff completed and circulated the Audit Panel minutes for 
the meeting held on the 27 August 2025. Meeting actions were also 
completed.  

Grants & Funding  

During the month of September, the following grants were invoiced:  
 
• Instalment five for the South East Jobs Hub an amount of $450k was 

invoiced to the State Government Department of State Growth.  The 
invoice has been paid. 

 
During the month of September, the following grants were received: 

The fourth milestone reporting for the South East Jobs Hub payment of $600k 
was received from the Federal Government Department of Infrastructure, 
Transport, Regional Development, Communications, Sport and the Arts, in 
line with the payment schedule. 
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Insurance 

• The claim lodged with JMAPP (JLT Insurance) for property damage at 
the South East Stadium continued to progress.  

 
11.3 COMMUNITY RELATIONS – STACEY GADD, MANAGER 

^ 
 
COMMUNICATIONS & ENGAGEMENT 
 
• Playspace Audit and Plan – Preparing consultation Plan for final round 

of community engagement.  
• NRM Environment Advisory Group – NRMEAG meeting held on 

Thursday 9 October. NRM Strategy action plan finalised with group 
ready for implementation.  

• South East Sports Complex Master Plan – Preparing consultation Plan 
for final round of community engagement. 

• We Stand Together Against Racism – Photo opp with Andrew Hyatt 
(local ambassador), Mayor Gatehouse and Kinetic bus advert in Park 
and Ride. Currently preparing a video for social media to promote the 
campaign and its key messages.  

• Primrose Sands Community Engagement Session – Planning and 
promotions well underway for all of Councill engagement session at 
Primrose Sands Community Hall on Tuesday 28 October, 5pm – 7pm.  

• Weed Management Plan - Consultation Plan for community 
engagement finalised and underway with survey and pop-ups 
scheduled.  

• Sorell Community Cultural Precinct Reference Committee – Meeting 
scheduled for 7 November to discuss feedback on concept precinct 
plans and developments and opening of Carriage Shed. 

 
COMMUNITY DEVELOPMENT 
• Meeting with Beacon Foundation re: programs in Schools and Youth 

Hub. 
• Access and Inclusion – Aboriginal Tasmania 2025 training, meetings 

with B Kinder Foundation and Mission Australia.  
• Senior Advisory Group Meeting held 16 September.  
• Festive Streets Project – Collaboration with local schools and 

businesses to share inclusive messaging and festive spirit in our 
townships.  

• Consultation with Lions Club, CWA and Men’s Shed regarding 
relocations. 

• Service Providers Meeting scheduled for October.  
• Community Art Project - Engaged Kerry Howlett to work with Indie 

School students and other community groups to mosaic the water 
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tanks at Dodges Ferry Boat Park. Community art day with free BBQ 
organised to finish the project was rescheduled due to severe 
weather.  

• Signal Boxes Art Project – Commenced collaboration with 
TasNetworks and Sorell School to cover signal boxes in Gordon Street 
to deter vandalism and beautify the street with public art. 

 
COMMUNITY GRANTS PROGRAM 
 
Community Grants  
• The Historical Society of the Municipality of Sorell - $2,000 for 

Redevelopment of Historical Display and Archival Storage Areas. 
 
Quick Response 
• Dodges Ferry Horse Riding Club - $500.00 for mowing project 

 
Individual Achievement  
• Oscar Stark - $250.00 for selection in Tasmanian State U15 Boys Water 

Polo to compete in the National State Championships in Canberra 
2025. 

 
CORPORATE ADMINISTRATION  
 
Policies under review  
 
Policy Policy Type Update 
Code of Tendering Council Officer review underway. 
Acknowledgement of 
Traditional Owners Policy 

Council Officer review complete. 
Consultation with Aboriginal 
representatives underway. 

Asset Management Policy Council Officer review underway. 
Workplace Health and Safety 
Policy 

Management Officer review – Draft 
completed. 

 
  



  

  
AGENDA 
ORDINARY COUNCIL MEETING 
21 OCTOBER 2025 

 

13 

11.4 PLANNING – SHANE WELLS, MANAGER 
^ 
 
Planning Applications Received   
 
Planning applications received for calendar year to date. 
 

 
 
Planning Approvals Summary 
 
 New Dwellings 

(Net) 
New Lots Approved New Lots Sealed 

Year to Date 124 18 39 
2024 154 94 80 
2023 159 232 107 
2022 141 39 108 
2021 195 386 132 
2020 224 291 80 

 
Planning Decisions 
 
Planning Determinations – September 2025 
Description Type Decision  Property Address 

Addition to Outbuilding Discretionary Delegation 7 Norfolk Crescent, 
Primrose Sands 

Dwelling Discretionary Delegation 64 Friendship Drive, 
Sorell 

Pool House Discretionary Delegation 294 Arthur Highway, 
Sorell 
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Additions and Alterations Discretionary Delegation 11 Rotuli Street, 
Dodges Ferry 

Dwelling Discretionary Delegation 10 Downward Way, 
Sorell 

Dwelling Discretionary Delegation 39 Sunningdale 
Close, Midway Point 

Change of Use (Dwelling to Visitor 
Accommodation) Discretionary Delegation 119 Carlton Beach 

Road, Dodges Ferry 

Secondary Dwelling Discretionary Delegation 241 Carlton Beach 
Road, Carlton 

Change of Use - Dwelling to Visitor 
Accommodation Discretionary Delegation 

37 Connellys Marsh 
Road, Connellys 
Marsh 

Additions (Extension of Verandah) Permitted Delegation 394 Arthur Highway, 
Sorell 

Outbuilding  (Demolition of 
Existing) & Alterations to Dwelling Discretionary Delegation 2 Jetty Road, 

Dodges Ferry 

Change of Use - Dwelling to Visitor 
Accommodation Permitted Delegation 222 Carlton River 

Road, Carlton 

Outbuilding Discretionary Delegation 

209-221 Arthur 
Highway, Dunalley 
(access from Booth 
Street) 

Change of Use - Dwelling to Visitor 
Accommodation Discretionary Delegation 3 Tasman Highway, 

Midway Point 

Alterations and Additions Discretionary Delegation 2802 Tasman 
Highway, Orielton 

Ancillary Dwelling and 
Outbuilding (Carport) Discretionary Delegation 23 Parnella Road, 

Dodges Ferry 

Dwelling Discretionary Delegation 59 Friendship Drive, 
Sorell 

Minor Amendment - Changes to 
Floor Plan, Increased Roof Pitch 
and Area 

Discretionary Delegation 1 Stanford Court, 
Sorell 

Minor Amendment - Change to 
Floor Plan and Upgrade to Waste 
Water System 

Discretionary Delegation 96 Carlton Beach 
Road, Dodges Ferry 

Outbuilding (Carport) Discretionary Delegation 8 North Street, 
Dodges Ferry 

One Lot Subdivision & Boundary 
Adjustment Discretionary Delegation 

131 Shrub End Road, 
Pawleena and land 
to the north (CT 
197953/1) 

Final Survey Plan X14 Lots (Lot 31, 
32, 48, 52, 64, 65, 66, 67, 70, 71, 72, 
73, 74 & 89) 

Permitted Acting - GM 195-227 Penna 
Road, Midway Point 

Minor Amendment - Amendment 
to Staging - Stages 9 & 18 Discretionary Delegation 

37 Pawleena Road 
(CT180370/1) & 
others 
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APPEALS  
 
Item Appeal Status 
Appeal by applicant re refusal of subdivision at 
Marchwiel Road 

Mediation Ongoing 

Appeal by applicant re refusal of subdivision at 
Arthur Highway, Copping 

Mediation Ongoing 

Appeal (two) by third parties re approval of 
tourist operation (wake park) at Old Forcett 
Road 

Directions hearing held 5 
September 2025 

 
STRATEGIC PLANNING  
 
Item Status (* indicates update 

since prior month) 
Tasmanian Planning Policies. * Update expected October 

2025 
Regional Land Use Strategy. * Consultation expected 

November 2025 
 
DEVELOPMENT ENGINEERING 
 
Engineering Audits for the construction of new municipal infrastructure 
(including roadways, kerb & gutter, footpaths, driveways, and stormwater 
pipeline and manhole infrastructure) are consistently required to meet 
current construction standards. 
 
Current Engineering Drawings fee received and approved application: 
• 7.2025.9.1 - 3208 Tasman Highway, Orielton - 1 Lot Sub-division 
 
Developments under construction are as follows: 
• 7.2020.17.1 - 37 Pawleena Road, Sorell – Stage 8 and 9 – 47 lots 

subdivision 
• 7.2022.4.1 - 3 Gate Five Road, Carlton River – 2 Lot Subdivision 
• 7.2024.4.1 - 9 Valleyfield Road & 123 Rosendale Road, Sorell – 16 Lot 

Sub-division 
• 7.2020.6.3 - 195-227 Penna Road, Midway Point -Stage 9 – 9 Lot Sub-

division 
• 7.2023.19.1 - 40 Erle Street, Carlton River - 6 Lot Sub-division 
• 7.2024.26.1 - 1 Correa Street, Primrose Sands – 1 Lot Sub-division 
• 7.2024.17.1 - 179 Greens Road, Orielton - 1 Lot Sub-division 
• 7.2025.1.1 - 67 Allambie Road, Orielton – 2 lot Subdivision plus 

balance 
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11.5 HEALTH AND COMPLIANCE – GREG ROBERTSON, MANAGER 
^ 
 
BUILDING  
Analysis of applications approved year to date including September 2025. 
These include (Permit/Notifiable/Low Risk/Substantial Compliance). 
 

 
 
Details of applications that were approved in September 2025 (details 
below). These include: 
• 3 Permit  
• 15 Notifiable  
• 0 Low Risk  
• 3 Substantial Compliance   
 
BUILDING COMPLIANCE 
During the month of September 2025:   
 
• 2 new complaints were received, requiring further investigation.  
• 2 on-site inspections were completed 
 
Below statistics reflective of Notices/Orders issued for September 2025: 
 

Building Notices issued: 2 
Building Order issued: 8 
Building Order (Including Notices) revoked:  4 
Infringement Notices issued: 0 
Emergency Order issued: 0 

 
PLUMBING  
Analysis of applications approved year to date including September 2025.  
These include (Permit/Notifiable/Low Risk).   
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Details of applications that were processed in September 2025 (details 
below).  These include: 

 
• 12 Permits 
• 9 Notifiable 
• 6 Low Risk 

 
PLUMBING COMPLIANCE 
Below statistics reflective of Plumbing Notices/Orders issued for September 
2025: 
 
Plumbing Inspection Direction: 0 
Plumbing Notices issued: 1 
Plumbing Order issued: 0 
Plumbing Order (Including Notices) revoked:  0 
Infringement Notices issued: 0 
Emergency Order issued: 0 

 
ENVIRONMENTAL HEALTH/WASTE MANAGEMENT 
• Commenced enforcement for non-compliance with an Environment 

Protection Notice for a commercial property in the Southern Beaches.  
• EHO participated in the Tasmanian food sampling program, which 

included collecting swabs from high-risk food businesses.  
• Council is preparing a FOGO educational video for the new service 

that commences in July 2026. 
• TasWaste South are conducting a hazardous waste collection for 

residents of Sorell municipal area (behind the Memorial Hall) on 
Saturday 4 October 2025. 

• A total of 10 submissions on the Southern Beaches Onsite Wastewater 
and Stormwater strategy were received. These responses are being 
reviewed. 

• Primrose Beach Water Quality investigation is continuing; consultants 
have provided advice on mitigation options and how to better 
quantify the extent of pollution impacts. 

• Litter Locks that fit to wheelie bins and prevent recycling or garbage 
coming out when bins fall over have been purchased and will be 
made available for residents to purchase. 

  
COMPLIANCE 
• Council officers investigated several dog attacks on people, livestock 

and other dogs resulting in compliance action being taken against 
dog owners, including one dog seizure. 

• Official dog barking complaints are being investigated. 
• Illegal parking continues to be problematic, primarily parking on 

footpaths and blocking access. 
 



  

  
AGENDA 
ORDINARY COUNCIL MEETING 
21 OCTOBER 2025 

 

18 

11.6 INFRASTRUCTURE AND ASSETS – JULIE MANN, MANAGER 
^ 
 
CAPITAL WORKS - TRANSPORT AND STORMWATER 
There are several Capital Works projects that are being designed, 
advertised for construction, about to commence construction, have 
commenced or achieved practical completion across our Municipality. 
 
Transport & Stormwater projects within the design phase: 
• Whitlam Court, Lewisham – Stormwater – Land easement and 

negotiation with property owner delays – currently looking at an 
amicable solution – ongoing. 

• Edith Court, Forcett – Reconstruction including stormwater, survey to 
be undertaken. 

• Southeast Sports Complex – drainage works, materials quotation 
received from TEFCO. Additional works required, upstream pipe shows 
signs of significant damage, looking at a more inclusive re-design. 

 
Transport & Stormwater construction projects within the procurement 
process: 
• Carlton River Road footpath tender has been awarded and work 

onsite will commence January 2026 subject to weather conditions. 
• Carlton Beach Road from East Street to Raprinner Street footpath 

tender has been awarded and work onsite will commence December 
2025 subject to weather conditions. 

• Gatehouse Drive to Weston Hill Road footpath tender has been 
awarded and work onsite will commence November 2025 subject to 
weather conditions. 

• Shark Point Road and Penna Road – Combined Road Reconstruction 
projects tender closed on 8 October 2025. Assessment is currently 
underway. Contract to be awarded in November 2025. 

• Re-sheeting Program for 2025/26 is out for tender, closing on 22 
October 2025. 

• Re-sealing Program for 2025/26 is out for tender, closing on 22 October 
2025.  

 
Transport & Stormwater projects under active construction:  
• Allambie Road, Orielton – Road Reconstruction works are ongoing. 

Project has encountered significant delays, minor maintenance works 
carried out by contractor. Expectation to complete two coat seal in 
late October 2025 subject to weather conditions. 
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CAPITAL WORKS - LAND IMPROVEMENTS AND BUILDINGS  
  
Men’s Shed - Relocation 
• A land survey is being carried out late October for the proposed site, 

also to specify the lease agreement. 
• Building floorplans are being finalised with consultants engaged. 
• The Development Application which shortly be sent to Council for 

assessment post engagement with Men’s Shed. 
 
Sorell Memorial Hall - Extension 
• Creation of a new forecourt area in front of the new extension is 

complete. Once the concrete sealing is complete, the landscaping 
can commence. 

 
PARKS AND RESERVES   
Madison Lyden Park  
• Amenities Building 

o Concept plans for the amenities block are complete. 
o Design consultants have produced designs, and the set have now 

been lodged with the building surveyor. 
o Cost estimate will be completed and sent to Council for budget 

adjustment – most likely in November. 
o Depending on the cost estimate, hoping to send out for quotes, or 

advertise for tender by early December. 
• Car Park 

o Additional car parking cost estimate to be developed and put to 
Council for consideration – No change.   

 
ASSETS, GIS & ICT UPDATES  
 
Footpath Condition Assessment Project commenced. 
• SW CCTV Survey Candidates finalised and sent for quotation. 
• Q1 Capitalisation Completed. 
• LGAT funded CCTV program is complete for current scope: 

o TasPol have been set up with Council Fibre connection to view 
CCTV footage directly.  

o Negotiating further funding for Flyway Park CCTV renewal with 
LGAT. Council contribution may be required.  
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11.7 ROADS AND STORMWATER - MATT JONES, ACTING MANAGER 
^ 
 
Road Maintenance and Repairs  
 
Unsealed Road Crew  
• Grading: Marchwiel Road, Bream Creek Road, Kellevie Road, Nugent 

Road, Allanby Street, Prebbles Road, and Masons Road. 
• Potholes: Woods Road, Wooleys Road, Taranna Street, and Shrub End 

Road. 
• Drain prep for resheeting: Dransfields Road, Bryans Road, Browns 

Road, Pawleena Road, and Shrub End Road. 
•  Clean drains: Townsend Lane. 
•  Tree Trimming: Leenaa Street, and Promenade. 
• Roadside furniture: Signs on Delmore Road. 
 
Sealed Road Crew  
• Potholes: Jeannie Drive, Carlton River Road, Orielton Road, Walsh 

Lane, Edith Close, Josephs Road, and Sugarloaf Road. 
• Edge break: Valley View Close. 
• Shoulders: Giblin Drive. 
• Clean Drains: Junction Street. 
• Tree Trimming: Colleen Crescent, Elizabeth Street, Boyd Street, Carlton 

Beach Road, Midway Street, Hoffman Street, Riaweena Road, 
Delmore Road, Arthur Highway, Carlton River Road, and Ridge Road. 

• Linemarking: Sunnyside Bridge 
• Roadside Furniture  

o Signs at San Francisco Street, Promenade, Kiribati Road, View 
Street, Harback Court, Ollie Drive, Booth Street, Pelham Street, and 
Wellington Parade. 

o Guideposts on Deakin Court and Mary Street. 
o Bollards at MWP Yacht Club Access. 
o Bus Stop on Carlton Bluff Road and Carlton Beach Road. 

 
Stormwater Crew  
• Clean drains: Forcett Street, Whitelea Court, Franklin Street, Second 

Avenue, Barilla Court, Wattle Road, Stores Lane, Marion Bay Road, 
Shark Point Road, Attunga Drive, Carlton Beach Road, Federation 
Drive, Fresne Way, Montagu Street, Elise Drive, Penna Road, and 
Freedom Close. 

• Replace Pit on Cole Street. 
• Install Pit on Primrose Sands Road. 
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• Sink Hole Repair on Lewisham Scenic Drive. 
• Camera pipe in Zone 3, and Norfolk Crescent. 
• Kerb Repair in Zone 1. 
• Vac GPTs in Zone 1, Zone 2, Arthur Street, Fresne Way, Spoonbill Loop, 

and Parsonage Place. 
• Routing in Zone 1, Zone 2, and Zone 3. 
• Clean Up Sugarloaf Quarry. 
 

11.8 FACILITIES AND RECREATION – BEN BUCKLAND, MANAGER 
^ 
 

FACILITY USAGE 
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LAND IMPROVEMENTS  
• Spring Oval Renovations/Football Posts removed/Cricket Pitches 

uncovered 
• Preparation work for DF & Pembroke Goal Netting 
• No spray register coordination 

 
NATURAL RESOURCE MANAGEMENT 
  
Following key activities were conducted: 
• Weed management strategy draft is being prepared. 
• Various site plans are being developed with partner properties under 

Rivers to Ramsar (Urban River grant program) project. The project aims 
to restore riparian ecology in three rivers; Sorell rivulet, Orielton rivulet 
and Frogmore creek.  

• CERMP outfall works progressing in various locations within southern 
beaches. 

• Cat trapping is in progress in Midway Point private properties with the 
help of volunteers and local residents.  

 
Facilities & Recreation  

• SE Stadium Floor repairs project scheduling, insurer and builder 
liaison. 

• Project Management Fenton St Park N Ride (DSG Communication).  
• Roadside mowing tender finalisation.  
• Complete Pembroke Pathways interconnector project. 
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12.0 PETITIONS STILL BEING ACTIONED 
^ 
 
 
Petition Tabled at 

Council 
Meeting 

Status 

Withdrawal of the Blue 
Lagoon Draft 
Management Plan 

18th July 2023 
ordinary Council 
meeting – S.58(2) 
LGA 1993. 

Council laid the matter on the table for 
further consultancy on review and options 
assessment for stormwater management 
at Blue Lagoon.  Variation to the 
operating budget approved at August 
2023 Council meeting to facilitate this - 
$50k. 
 
Final consultant reports received April 
2024. 
 
Council staff continue to progress matters 
with Red Handfish research team (NHRT) 
in first instance through exchange of 
consultant reports, development of an 
interim water level management SOP and 
ongoing engagement prior to 
determining further actions. 
 
Exchange of all project materials 
expanded to relevant state and federal 
agencies.  
 
Engagement with NRM EAG has also 
occurred. 
 
Alternative permanent outfall design 
exiting at Boat Ramp underway. Detailed 
LIDAR survey and tidal level data indicate 
drain grade and tidal inundation 
limitations. Alternate approaches being 
investigated between Council and 
consultant. Two options completed. 
Original concept via Kannah and Boat 
Park to ramp most feasible / least cost. 
Revised PM Plan required to finalise 
planning, required budget and impacts 
of associated maintenance works of 
lagoon as per mechanical cumbungi 
removal. 
 

 
13.0 PETITIONS RECEIVED 

^ 
 
At the time of preparation of this agenda no petitions had been received. 
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14.0 LAND USE PLANNING 
^ 
 
The Mayor advised in accordance with the provisions of Part 2 Regulation 
29 of the Local Government (Meeting Procedures) Regulations 2025, the 
intention of the Council to act as a planning authority pursuant to the Land 
Use Planning and Approvals Act 1993 is to be noted. 
 
In accordance with Regulation 29, the Council will act as a planning 
authority in respect to those matters appearing under item 14 on this 
agenda, inclusive of any supplementary items. 
 

14.1 SORELL PLANNING AUTHORITY MINUTES 
^ 
 
RECOMMENDATION 
 
“That the minutes of the Sorell Planning Authority (“SPA”) Meeting of 7th 
October 2025 be noted.” 
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15.0 GOVERNANCE 
^ 
 

15.1 PROPOSED DISPOSAL OF PUBLIC LAND – PART OF 532 OLD 
FORCETT ROAD, DODGES FERRY – CT 101072/1&3 
 
RECOMMENDATION 
 
“That Council resolves to dispose of public land described in Certificate of 
Title Volume 101072, Folios 1 & 3, Part of 532 Old Forcett Road, Dodges Ferry 
pursuant to Section 178 of the Local Government Act 1993.” 
 
 
Introduction 
 
Council at its ordinary meeting on 19 August 2025 resolved to commence 
the statutory notification process regarding their intention to dispose of the 
Dodges Ferry Recreation Centre (“the Facility”) and associated strata-titled 
public land (“the Land”) located within the Dodges Ferry Primary School site 
at Old Forcett Road, Dodges Ferry. It is intended that the identified facility 
and land parcel be transferred to the Tasmanian Government, Department 
for Education Children and Young People, at no cost.   
 
The purpose of this report is to consider the submissions / objections lodged 
and if to progress with the disposal process. 
 
Background 
 
A detailed background report of the Facility, Land and statutory process 
was provided in the August 2025 Council Meeting Agenda Report. The 
report included an options assessment and recommendation to resolve to 
notify an intention to dispose of the Facility and associated strata-titled 
public Land to the DECYP, at no cost.  
 
Strategic plan 
 
The proposed disposal relative to the Strategic Plan was considered in the 
August agenda Report. 
 
Council received five (5) representations in response to the public 
notification of its intent to dispose. The following comments address each 
representation and assess its impact on the strategic plan considerations 
underpinning the proposed disposal. 
 
Representation 1 Response: 
This representation does not directly oppose the disposal of the Facility 
and the Land but raises concerns about transparency and the future of 
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Ferry Hall, which is not included in the disposal proposal. The strategic plan 
considerations remain unchanged.  
 
Representation 2 Response: 
This submission relates to broader community infrastructure planning rather 
than the disposal of the Facility and the Land. It does not alter the 
strategic alignment of the proposal, which is focused on education 
infrastructure and intergovernmental partnership. Council notes the 
importance of community access and will consider this feedback in future 
asset planning and engagement processes. 
 
Representation 3 Response: 
While this representation does not object to the disposal itself, it raises 
concerns about consultation and cultural infrastructure. The strategic plan 
includes commitments to transparent governance and community 
partnerships (Strategic Objectives 2.7 and 2.10). Council acknowledges 
the need to reinforce these commitments through engagement and 
communication practices. However, Council must meet the requisite 
statutory notification requirements of the Act, as is the case with DA and 
related notifications, which is the correct approach. It is acknowledged 
that community expectations are often higher but also not consistent.  
 
Representation 4 Response: 
This representation supports continued community access, which aligns 
with Council’s strategic objectives to support education and community 
partnerships (Objectives 1.6 and 2.10). The proposal does not change in 
strategic direction, but Council will work with DECYP to ensure that 
community use arrangements are maintained under DECYP’s Community 
Use of School Facilities Policy. 
 
Representation 5 Response: 
This submission supports the disposal and reinforces its strategic alignment 
with operational efficiency and partnership objectives. Concerns about 
Ferry Hall are noted but fall outside the scope of the current proposal. 
Council will consider these concerns in broader community infrastructure 
planning. 
 
Conclusion: 
None of the representations received directly challenge the strategic plan 
considerations supporting the disposal of the Facility and the Land. The 
proposal remains consistent with Council’s objectives for regional growth, 
financial sustainability, asset management, and intergovernmental 
collaboration.  
 
Annual plan 
The proposed disposal relative to the Annual Plan was considered in the 
August agenda Report. 
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The following comments assess each representation in relation to the 
Annual Plan objectives under Strategic Actions 1.6, 2.1, and 2.2. 
 
Representation 1 Response: 
This representation does not challenge the disposal’s alignment with Annual 
Plan Objective 1.6, which focuses on education infrastructure. Ferry Hall is 
not part of the disposal proposal. However, the submission highlights the 
need for clear communication regarding the broader master planning 
process referenced in the Annual Plan. The disposal remains consistent with 
the Annual Plan, but Council acknowledges the importance of 
transparency in distinguishing between assets. 
 
Representation 2 Response: 
This submission relates to broader community infrastructure needs and does 
not alter the Annual Plan consideration of the disposal. The proposal 
supports Objective 1.6 by enabling DECYP’s masterplan for education 
infrastructure. While Ferry Hall is referenced in the collaborative review of 
the masterplan, its future is not determined by this disposal. Council will 
consider this feedback in future planning under the broader infrastructure 
review. 
 
Representation 3 Response: 
This representation raises concerns relevant to governance and community 
engagement, which are indirectly related to Objective 2.2 (risk 
management) and Objective 2.1 (financial sustainability). While it does not 
oppose the disposal, it suggests that Council should reinforce its 
commitment to transparent decision-making and risk mitigation through 
improved consultation practices. The disposal remains aligned with the 
Annual Plan, but Council acknowledges the statutory notification process 
limitations (refer above) against community engagement expectations. 
 
Representation 4 Response: 
This submission supports continued community access, which complements 
Objective 1.6 by reinforcing the social value of education infrastructure. The 
disposal does not change direction under the Annual Plan, but Council will 
work with DECYP to ensure community use arrangements are maintained 
under DECYP’s Community Use of School Facilities Policy. 
 
Representation 5 Response: 
This submission supports the disposal and confirms its alignment with 
Objectives 1.6, 2.1, and 2.2. Concerns about Ferry Hall are noted but do not 
affect the Annual Plan consideration of the disposal. Council will seek to 
address these concerns through the collaborative masterplan review 
referenced in Objective 1.6 with DECYP. 
 
Conclusion 
None of the representations received alter the Annual Plan considerations 
underpinning the proposed disposal. The proposal remains consistent with 
Council’s objectives to support education infrastructure, deliver financially 
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sustainable outcomes, and manage asset and risk profiles responsibly. 
Council acknowledges community interest in Ferry Hall with the opportunity 
to address these concerns through future planning and engagement 
aligned with the broader masterplan in conjunction with DECYP (and 
TasWater). 
 
Policy implications 
 
The proposed disposal relative to the Policy implications was considered in 
the August agenda Report. 
 
The following comments assess whether the representations received alter 
this policy-based rationale. 
 
Representation 1 Response: 
This representation does not challenge the policy alignment of the disposal. 
Ferry Hall is not part of the asset being divested. The concern highlights a 
need for improved transparency but does not affect the strategic 
divestment principles or the alignment with Council’s asset management 
and financial sustainability policies. 
 
Representation 2 Response: 
This submission relates to broader community infrastructure planning and 
does not alter the policy rationale for disposal. The proposal remains 
consistent with Council’s policy objectives by divesting a depreciated asset 
and reallocating resources toward higher value, strategically aligned 
infrastructure. The feedback may inform future asset planning but does not 
impact the current disposal’s policy alignment. 
 
Representation 3 Response: 
This representation raises governance and engagement concerns, which 
are relevant to broader policy implementation but do not affect the 
disposal’s alignment with asset management and financial sustainability 
policies. Council acknowledges the need to reinforce responsible 
stewardship through improved consultation, notwithstanding the limitations 
of statutory notification processes, but the disposal itself remains consistent 
with adopted policy frameworks. 
 
Representation 4 Response: 
This submission supports continued community access, which complements 
Council’s policy objective of ensuring assets deliver long-term social value. 
The disposal remains aligned with policy considerations, and Council will 
work with DECYP to ensure community use is maintained under existing 
policies governing school facilities. 
 
Representation 5 Response: 
This submission supports the disposal and confirms its alignment with 
Council’s asset management and financial sustainability policies. Concerns 
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about Ferry Hall are noted but do not affect the policy rationale for the 
current disposal. Council will consider these concerns in future infrastructure 
planning. 
 
Conclusion 
None of the representations received alter the policy implications 
underpinning the proposed disposal. The proposal remains consistent with 
Council’s adopted policies on asset management and financial 
sustainability. It reflects a responsible and strategic approach to 
divestment, ensuring efficient resource allocation and minimisation of 
financial and operational risk. Council acknowledges community concerns 
and commits to addressing broader infrastructure issues through future 
planning and engagement. 
 
Environmental implications 
 
N/A 
 
Asset management implications 
 
The proposed disposal relative to the Asset management implications was 
considered in the August agenda Report. 
 
The following comments assess whether the representations received alter 
this asset management rationale. 
 
Representation 1 Response: 
This representation does not challenge the asset management rationale for 
disposing of the Facility. Ferry Hall is not part of the asset being divested. The 
concern highlights a need for clearer communication but does not affect 
the strategic asset management principles underpinning the disposal. 
 
Representation 2 Response: 
This submission relates to broader community infrastructure planning and 
does not alter the asset management justification for disposal. The proposal 
remains consistent with Council’s asset management principles by divesting 
a depreciated asset and reallocating resources toward assets with higher 
strategic value. 
 
Representation 3 Response: 
This representation raises governance and engagement concerns, which 
are relevant to broader planning processes but do not affect the asset 
management rationale. The disposal remains consistent with Council’s 
principles of reducing lifecycle costs and transferring operational 
responsibility to a more appropriate agency. 
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Representation 4 Response: 
This submission supports continued community use, which complements 
Council’s goal of ensuring assets deliver long-term social value. The disposal 
remains aligned with asset management principles, and Council will work 
with DECYP to ensure community use is maintained under existing policies. 
 
Representation 5 Response: 
This submission supports the disposal and confirms its alignment with 
Council’s asset management principles. Concerns about Ferry Hall are 
noted but do not impact the rationale for disposing of the Facility. Council 
will consider these concerns in future infrastructure planning. 
 
Conclusion 
None of the representations received alter the asset management 
implications underpinning the proposed disposal. The proposal remains 
consistent with Council’s principles of responsible asset divestment, 
financial sustainability, and operational efficiency. Council acknowledges 
community concerns and commits to addressing broader infrastructure 
issues through future planning and engagement. 
 
Risk management implications 
 
The proposed disposal relative to Risk management implications was 
considered in the August agenda Report. 
 
The following comments assess whether the representations received alter 
this risk management rationale. 
 
Representation 1 Response: 
This representation does not challenge the risk management rationale for 
disposing of the Facility. Ferry Hall is not part of the asset being divested. The 
concern highlights a need for clearer communication but does not affect 
the disposal’s alignment with Council’s risk reduction strategy. 
 
Representation 2 Response: 
This submission relates to broader community infrastructure planning and 
does not alter the risk management justification for disposal. The proposal 
remains consistent with Council’s approach to transferring operational 
responsibility and reducing exposure to compliance and maintenance risks. 
 
Representation 3 Response: 
This representation raises concerns about governance and engagement, 
which are relevant to reputational risk. While it does not oppose the 
disposal, it suggests that Council should reinforce its commitment to 
transparent processes to mitigate residual community concerns. The 
disposal remains aligned with Council’s risk management framework noting 
limitations with statutory notification processes. 
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Representation 4 Response: 
This submission supports continued community access, which helps mitigate 
residual risks related to public dissatisfaction. The disposal remains consistent 
with Council’s risk management objectives, and Council will work with 
DECYP to ensure community use is maintained under DECYP’s Community 
Use of School Facilities Policy. 
 
Representation 5 Response: 
This submission supports the disposal and confirms its alignment with 
Council’s risk management strategy. Concerns about Ferry Hall are noted 
but do not affect the rationale for transferring the Facility. Council will 
consider these concerns in broader infrastructure planning to ensure 
community needs are addressed. 
 
Conclusion 
None of the representations received alter the risk management 
implications underpinning the proposed disposal. The proposal remains 
consistent with Council’s strategy to reduce operational, compliance, and 
liability risks, and to ensure responsible governance through the transfer of 
asset responsibilities to DECYP. Council acknowledges community concerns 
associated with statutory notification processes and commits to mitigating 
residual risks with DECYP through continued community access. 
 
Community implications 
 
The land is considered Public Land per s178 of the Act. 
 
Under s178(6) of the Act, Council must: 

(a) Consider any objections received; and  
(b) Within 7 days of making a decision, notify each person who lodged 

an objection in writing, advising:  
(i) what decision was made; and  
(ii) That they have the right to appeal the decision under section 

178A of the Local Government Act 1993.  
 
Under s178A, an appeal may only be made on the ground that the decision 
of the Council would result in the following: 
 

• 178A(3)(a): Whether the community may suffer undue hardship due 
to the loss of access to, and the use of, the public land; or  

• 178A(3)(b): Whether there is no similar facility available to the users 
of that facility. 

 
The following commentary assesses each representation against the above 
provisions. 
 
Representation 1 Response: 
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This representation does not demonstrate that the disposal of the Facility 
and the Land will result in undue hardship or a lack of access to similar 
facilities. Ferry Hall is not part of the disposal proposal.  
 
Representation 2 Response: 
This submission relates to broader community infrastructure planning and 
does not directly oppose the disposal of the Facility and the Land. It does 
not establish that the community will suffer undue hardship or that no similar 
facility is available.  
 
Representation 3 Response: 
While this representation raises concerns about cultural infrastructure and 
engagement, it does not demonstrate that the disposal will result in undue 
hardship or the absence of similar facilities. Continued community access 
is expected under DECYP’s Community Use of School Facilities Policy.  
 
Representation 4 Response: 
This submission supports continued community use and does not oppose 
the disposal. Council will work with DECYP to ensure access is maintained. 
There is no indication of undue hardship or lack of similar facilities. 
 
Representation 5 Response: 
This submission supports the disposal and does not demonstrate that the 
community will suffer undue hardship or lack access to similar facilities. 
Concerns about Ferry Hall are noted but fall outside the scope of the 
current disposal.  
 
Conclusion 
It is submitted that proceeding with the proposed disposal of the Facility 
and Land would not fail the public interest tests for appeal under s178A(3) 
of the Act. The disposal of the Facility and the Land does not result in undue 
hardship due to the loss of access to, and the use of, the public Land or the 
absence of similar facilities. Council may proceed with the disposal in 
accordance with the statutory framework. 
 
Statutory implications 
 
The proposed disposal of Council’s strata-titled interest in the Dodges Ferry 
Recreation Centre and associated land complies with the statutory 
requirements under s178 and s178A of the Act. 
 
Council must resolve to dispose of the public land by absolute majority in 
accordance with s178(3). 
 
The General Manager has fulfilled the notification requirements under 
s178(4), including: 
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• Publishing notices in a daily newspaper on two occasions (30 
August and 3 September 2025), 

• Displaying four site notices at the premises, 
• Allowing 21 days for public objections. 

 
Five representations were received and have been considered in this 
report. Council must notify each objector in writing within 7 days of making 
its decision, advising: 
 

• The decision made, and 
• Their right to appeal under s178A. 

 
Under s178A(1), objectors may appeal to the Appeal Tribunal within 14 days 
of receiving notice of Council’s decision. 
 
Appeals may only be made on the ground that the decision is not in the 
public interest, specifically: 
 

• s178A(3)(a): The community may suffer undue hardship due to the 
loss of access to the public land; or 

• s178A(3)(b): There is no similar facility available to users of that 
facility. 

 
The Facility and Land will remain accessible under DECYP’s Community Use 
of School Facilities Policy, and no evidence has been presented of undue 
hardship or lack of similar facilities. 
 
Council must not proceed with the disposal if: 
 
• An objection is still under consideration, 
• An appeal has been lodged and not yet determined, 
• The disposal would contravene a Tribunal determination. 
 
Subject to issuing written notices and the outcome of any appeal period, 
Council may then proceed with the disposal. 
 
Report 
 
The Facility and the Land is zoned Community Services and is considered 
Public Land under s178 of the Act. Council has complied with all statutory 
requirements, including public notification through newspaper 
advertisements and site signage, and has considered five representations 
received during the objection period. Subject to Council resolving by 
absolute majority and issuing written notices to objectors, the disposal may 
proceed following the statutory appeal period, in accordance with the 
Act. 
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Consent is sought from Council to authorise the General Manager to 
progress with the disposal process. 
 
 
Oliver Strickland 
DEVELOPMENT OFFICER RISK & STRATEGY 
 
Attachments: (7) pages 
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15.2 REFORMS TO COUNCILLOR NUMBERS AND ALLOWANCES 
 
RECOMMENDATION 
 
“That Council resolve to endorse the positions outlined in the body of this 
report as the formal submission to the Discussion Paper: Reforms to 
Councillor Numbers and Allowances.” 
 
 
Introduction 
 
All Tasmanian councils have been invited to lodge a submission with the 
Tasmanian Government on the Reforms to Councillor Numbers and 
Allowances Discussion Paper – attached. 
 
Background 
 
The Discussion Paper proposes reforms to councillor numbers and 
allowances across all 29 Tasmanian councils. The proposal aims to reduce 
councillor numbers statewide from 263 to 203 with an associated increase 
in allowance to rise on average by 14.25%.  The Government’s review is to 
align councillor pay with the scale and complexity of council governance 
and regularise reviews through legislation to ensure fairness over time. 

The objectives of the review are to: 

• ensure allowances reflect the growing complexity of councillor’s 
roles; 

• create consistent representation across councils; 

• strengthen local governance; and 

• maintain cost neutrality by funding higher allowances through 
reductions in overall councillor numbers where possible. 

The paper seeks sector feedback from the sector with some key matters as 
per: 

• whether superannuation equivalent payments should be paid into 
councillors nominated superannuation funds; 

• whether quorum guidance should be legislated; 

• whether the methodology for determining councillor numbers and 
allowances should be embedded in legislation. 

The paper has been circulated and subsequently discussed at the October 
Council workshop with each Councillor provided the opportunity to provide 
feedback to establish a Council position for the purposes of submitting a 
majority Council view. In addition, Councillors have been provided the 
opportunity to make their own separate submission as an individual 
Councillor as per our normal practice. 
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Strategic plan 
 
Applicable Strategic Plan matters in considering and responding to the 
Discussion Paper include: 
 

Objective 2 - Responsible Stewardship and a Sustainable Organisation 
Outcome 2 - Contemporary governance and compliance 

practices 
Direction 7 – Commitment to transparent and 

accountable governance and well informed 
decision making. 

Objective 4 – Increased Community Confidence in Council 
Outcome 1 – Consistent and contemporary Council leadership 

Direction 1 – Encourage elected members to be well 
informed and engaged, and to represent 
whole of community interests. 

 
Annual plan 
 
Consideration of, and responding to, the Discussion Paper is consistent with 
Objective 2.4 and 2.6 of the Annual Plan: 
 

2.4 – continuing elected member engagement with DPAC and LGAT 
LG Learning and Development Framework, LG Reform program and 
review of Council Governance Framework. 
 
2.6 – Strengthen proactive stakeholder relations and issue-based 
advocacy, including for Regional Strengthening Projects and 
required grant funding consistent with Financial Management 
Strategy. 

 
Policy implications 
 
N/A 
 
Environmental implications 
 
N/A 
 
Asset management implications 
 
N/A 
 
Risk management implications 
 
Refer below - Report 
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Community implications 
 
Refer below – Report  
 
Statutory implications 
 
Refer below - Report 
 
Report 
 
Proposed Council Submission -  
For many years Sorell Council has continued to be an active supporter of 
comprehensive reform of local government in Tasmania.  
• Sorell Council has previously proactively reduced councillor numbers 

from 12 to 9. 
• From 2015 to 2018 we fully participated in the State Government and 

subsequent Local Government Board process for potential council 
mergers in the south-east, culminating in the rejection of the Sorell-
Tasman merger by the Tasman Council in both 2018 and 2019. 

• We supported the Local Government Board's Future of Local 
Government Review recommendations (Oct 2023). 

 
We already support reduction in councillor numbers as part of more 
comprehensive reforms and detailed review, as a product of the redesign 
of council boundaries based on demographic, economic, asset and 
service provision catchment analysis and applicable benchmarking. 
 
We generally support the proposed reductions to councillor numbers based 
on an agreed comparative assessment that achieves like for like outcomes 
across the state. 
• Practical detail on how smaller councils can legitimately represent 

their communities in practice, particularly in ways that engage 
effectively with communities as well as attend formal meetings, 
managing quorum matters and handling the increasing demands of 
the role is recommended. 

• The increased risk of geographic ‘loading’ with fewer Councillors in 
peri-urban councils may need further consideration. 

• Councillor numbers is one coarse metric to achieve an effective and 
representative community ‘Board’. Ensuring there is a sufficient 
distribution and mix of requisite skills, experience and qualifications 
within the councillor cohort is vital. The proposed reforms therefore 
only partially address this. 

• Methodology for setting councillor numbers and allowances should 
be embedded in legislation. The proposed methodology contained 
in the Discussion Paper with associated national comparative data is 
considered an appropriate initial mechanism. 

 
For most councillors, allowances will remain comparatively very low. 
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• The relatively small increase in already inadequate allowances could 
be viewed as tokenistic. 

• Many people assume councillors receive a full-time salary or large 
allowances equivalent to the average wage or professional (non-
executive) Board position. 

• Highlighting the quantum rather than percentage would be more 
relatable for the average person and show the true differences.  

• The increased allowances as proposed will have little impact on 
attracting skilled and diverse candidates. 

• Particularly for smaller and mid-size councils, we doubt that 
redistribution of a few thousand dollars will offset the potential 
disruption and reduction in community representation at this time. 

 
The superannuation treatment proposed is welcome for clarity and fairness 
noting there may be some councillors who would prefer to manage their 
own superannuation matters and particularly if taxation arrangements 
remain unchanged. 
 
The tax treatment of allowances could be reviewed to make the payment 
more attractive to candidates. 
• Enable salary sacrifice equivalents. 
• Enable novated leasing options. 
• Deduct tax from the monthly payments (as is common for director fees 

on boards and advisory groups). 
• Review applicable tax brackets for allowances not to be considered 

as additional employment thereby avoiding a higher tax rate. 
 
In summary, a fairer and more consistent framework is welcome, however, 
reducing councillor numbers without deeper reforms seems piecemeal and 
risks becoming a tokenistic exercise. It is distracting from the more 
challenging reforms that we know local government in Tasmanian urgently 
needs, that Sorell Council has been advocating for over 10 years and, that 
our communities deserve. 
 
 
 
Robert Higgins 
CHIEF EXECUTIVE OFFICER 
Attachments: (36) pages 
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15.2 CERTIFICATE OF ELECTION BY RECOUNT DUE TO RESIGNATION OF 
COUNCILLOR CHARLES WOOLEY 
 
RECOMMENDATION 
 
“1. That the Certificate of Election by recount issued by Ngaire Edwards, 

Deputy Electoral Commissioner, Tasmanian Electoral Commission on 
Monday, 6 October 2025 be received; and  

2. That the Declaration of Office, signed by the candidate elected to 
Council in the Sorell Council Recount, be acknowledged in accordance 
with the requirements of Section 321 of the Local Government Act 1993.” 

 
Introduction 
 
The provisions of the Local Government Act 1993 (“the Act”) require that 
the Certificate of Election be tabled at the first meeting of Council held 
after the Certificate is issued by the Returning Officer. In this instance it is 
specific to a recount. 
  
The Act also requires the Declaration of Office signed by each newly 
elected Councillor be acknowledged by Council and recorded in the 
Minutes accordingly. Copy of the Certificate is attached.  
 
Annual plan 
 
Not applicable. 
 
Policy 
 
As prescribed by the Act and Local Government Regulations. 
 
Community implications 
 
Statutory obligation to enable newly elected members to participate in the 
first Council meeting. 
 
Statutory implications 
 
Not applicable. 
 
Report 
 
Following the Councillor vacancy triggered under Schedule 5 of the Act by 
Councillor Charles Wooley’s resignation on the 19 September 2025, a 
recount was conducted in accordance with s307 of the Act. 
 
The result of the recount declared Ben Shaw elected to fill the Councillor 
vacancy, to serve until the 2026 ordinary election of the Council. 
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S321 of the Act requires Council to acknowledge the making of a 
declaration by the newly elected candidate and for this to be recorded in 
the Minutes of the meeting.  
 
The Act also provides that any elector or candidate may dispute the result 
of an election in the Supreme Court within 90 days of the day of publication 
of the Certificate. 
 
 
 
ROBERT HIGGINS 
CHIEF EXECUTIVE OFFICER 
 
Date: 8 October 2025 
Attachment (2 pages) 
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15.3 ELECTION OF ELECTED MEMBER TO THE OFFICE OF DEPUTY 
MAYOR 
 
RECOMMENDATION 
 
“That Council Note [Name]’s election as Deputy Mayor for the balance of 
the current Council term, in accordance with s.44(4) of the Local 
Government Act 1993.” 
 
Introduction 
 
This report provides information to support the election of a Deputy Mayor 
by Council. The election is conducted in accordance with the requirements 
of the Local Government Act 1993 (“the Act”). 
 
Background 
 
The position of Deputy Mayor has become vacant as a result of the 
resignation of Councillor Charles Wooley, effective from 18 September 
2025. 
 
The position is to be filled by an election by the Elected Members in 
accordance with s44(4) of the Act and regulations 4 to 8 of the Local 
Government (General) Regulations 2025 (“the Regulations”). 

 
Strategic plan 
 
N/A 
 
Annual plan 
 
N/A 
 
Policy implications 
 
N/A 
 
Environmental implications 
 
N/A 
 
Asset management implications 
 
N/A 
 
Risk management implications 
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N/A 
 
Community implications 
 
The election of the Deputy Mayor will be communicated with the 
community via various channels and may attract media interest. 
 
Council will release a media statement announcing the result of the 
election and the new Deputy Mayor. 
 
Statutory implications 
 
Contained in Report below. 
 
Report 
 
A Notice of Election for the office of Deputy Mayor was issued to Elected 
Members, together with a nomination form, on 14 October 2025.  
Nominations were sought during the statutory nomination period which 
commenced at 9:00 am on Wednesday 15 October 2025 and finished at 
12:00 noon on Monday 20 October 2025. 
 
Regulation 4(2) of the Regulations precludes the General Manager from 
releasing the names or details of any Elected Member who nominates until 
after the end of the nominating period. 
 
At the time of publication of the Council agenda, more than one 
nomination had been received. A ballot to elect the Deputy Mayor will be 
conducted at the Council meeting in accordance with the procedure set 
out in regulations 4 to 8. 
 
Candidates may appoint a person who is not an Elected Member as a 
scrutineer by written notification to the General Manager prior to the 
commencement of the ballot. 
 
At the appropriate time during the meeting, as provided for by the agenda, 
the Chairperson is to seek a motion to suspend the operation of regulation 
26 of the Local Government (Meeting Procedures) Regulations 2025 to 
enable the holding of the ballot. 
 
Each candidate will be provided with 3 minutes to present to the Council in 
support of their nomination. 
 
The ballot will be a secret ballot. 
 
The names of all candidates will appear on the ballot paper in alphabetical 
order. 
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• Each Elected Member is to vote for one candidate by striking 
through the names of all of the other candidates for whom the 
Elected Member does not intend to vote; 

• If there are more than 2 candidates and no candidate receives a 
simple majority, the candidate with the smallest number of votes will 
be excluded; 

• On any count with more than 2 candidates, if 2 or more receive an 
equal number of votes and that number is the smallest for the 
purpose of regulation 6(4), the first name drawn on a drawing or 
casting of lots will be excluded; 

• New ballot papers will be printed with the names of the remaining 
candidates in alphabetical order and the process will be repeated 
until one candidate has a simple majority; 

• If there are only two candidates left, or if only two candidates 
nominate, and each receives an equal number of votes, a new 
ballot is to be conducted. If that ballot still leads to an equal number 
of votes, the successful candidate will be the first name drawn on 
the drawing of lots. 
 

The General Manager will then declare the successful candidate elected 
and ensure the result of the ballot is recorded in the minutes. 
 
The Chairperson will then call for a motion to resume the operation of 
regulation 26 of the Local Government (Meeting Procedures) Regulations 
2025. 
 
 
 
ROBERT HIGGINS 
CHIEF EXECUTIVE OFFICER 
 
Attachments: (2) pages 
Notice of Election – Deputy Mayor 
Call for Nominations 
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16.0 INFRASTRUCTURE AND ASSETS 
^ 
 
Nil reports. 
 

17.0 COMMUNITY RELATIONS 
^ 
 

17.1 COMMUNITY GRANTS PROGRAM  
 
RECOMMENDATION 
 
“That Council approve sponsorship to South East Tasmania Salvos for the 
Sorell Community Carols 2025 as part of the Section 77 donations and grants 
budget.” 
 
 
Introduction 
Section 77 of the Local Government Act 1993, states that “A Council may 
make a grant or provide a pecuniary benefit or a non-pecuniary benefit 
that is not a legal entitlement to any person, other than a councillor, for any 
purpose it considers appropriate.” 
 
Each year an amount is budgeted for under Section 77 donations to 
provide support for our community. 
 
Strategic Plan 
Objective 3.8 – To Ensure a Liveable and Inclusive Community – Encourage 
and support the local arts, cultural activities, programs and events. 
 
Operational Plan 
Sufficient funds currently exist within the current Budget to fund this 
donation.  
 
Policy 
Community Grants Policy.  
 
Asset Management Implications 
NIL  
 
Risk Management Implications 
None foreseen. 
 
Community Implications 
There will be positive implications for the community through the provision 
of funds for activities and projects within the Sorell Municipality.   
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Providing funding for the Community Carols provides the local community 
the opportunity to come together, share, celebrate and experience. As 
there are limited events of this type across Hobart it will also act as a draw 
card into the community which will have associated flow on economic 
benefits.  
 
REPORT 
Council provides grants and donations to organisations within our 
Municipality to support and recognise the significant contribution they 
make to the strength and vibrancy of our community. This funding forms 
part of our Donations and Section 77 Expenses budget. 

South East Tasmania Salvos – Sponsorship of $5,295 to run the Sorell 
Community Carols. 

South East Tasmania Salvos and their volunteers have been running the 
Sorell Community Carols for approx. 4 years. Council has been supporting 
them through the Community Grants Program for the past three years.  

This is a valued and popular community event on the annual calendar. This 
was recognised with the event being awarded the Community Event of the 
Year in Council’s Australia Day Awards in 2022. Furthermore, it’s one of only 
a handful of community Carols still taking place around Hobart.  

South East Tasmania Salvos have been appreciative of Council’s financial 
support to date, but they, along with the local businesses that sponsor the 
event, are struggling to keep up with rising costs associated with staging this 
significant event each year.  They have approached Council and 
requested to enter into a formal partnership to help deliver the Sorell 
Community Carols. 

Therefore, it is recommended that a sponsorship of $5,295 for the 2025 event 
be approved. 

This is now presented to Council for approval.  
 
 
STACEY GADD 
Manager Community Relations 
Date: 14 October 2025 
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18.0 FINANCE 
^ 
 

18.1 EXECUTIVE SUMMARY – FINANCIAL REPORT SEPTEMBER 2025 
YTD 
 
RECOMMENDATION 
 
“That the Executive Summary – FINANCIAL REPORT SEPTEMBER 2025 YEAR-
TO-DATE be received and noted by Council.” 
 
 
Note: variances are only reported and discussed below if they are greater 
than $10k and have a variance percentage of greater than 10%.  
 
FINANCIAL REPORT SEPTEMBER 2025 YEAR-TO-DATE 

The operating surplus for the period ended 30 September 2025 of $15.51m 
is above the budget of $15.057m by $453k. The main drivers of this position 
are: 

• Recurrent income year to date is $21.761m and is above budget by 
$413k.  

• Operating expenses year to date are $6.251m, which is below budget 
by $40k.  

 
NOTES TO THE ACCOUNTS 

1. RATES AND CHARGES 

This category is above budget by $4k to the end of September, with no 
significant variances noted. 

2. STATUTORY FEES AND CHARGES 

This category is above budget by $61k to the end of September. The 
following significant variances are noted: 

• 132 & 337 Certificate Fees is above budget by $12k as a result of 
increased activity over the last three months. 

• Town Planning Fees is above budget by $44k as a result of increased 
planning activity over the last three months. 

3. USER FEES 
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This category is on budget to the end of September. The following 
significant variances are noted: 

• Food Licences is over budget by $23k as a result of delays in the 
payment of annual food licences following the issue of the renewals 
in June 2025. 

• Plumbing Application Fees ($10k) and Plumbing Inspection Fees ($11k) 
are below budget as a result of a significant reduction in the number 
of applications for July and August partially offset with an increase in 
applications and revenue in September. 

4. GRANTS OPERATING 

Refer to attachment (g) Grants Operating and Capital Variance Analysis 
for a detailed explanation of the variances.   

5. CONTRIBUTIONS RECEIVED 

This category is above budget by $31k to the end of September. The 
following significant variances are noted:  

• Public Open Space Contributions is below budget by $11k as a result 
of development activities being less-than-expected. 

• Stormwater Contributions of $12k are not budgeted in the 2025-26 
financial year as it is too difficult to estimate. 

• Contributions Received Other is $22k following receipt of a 
contribution of $22k from Lady Gowrie Tasmania in relation to a 
kitchen upgrade at 17-19 Penna Road, Midway Point, originally 
budgeted in 2024-25. 

6. INTEREST 

This category is above budget by $21k to the end of September. The 
following significant variance is noted: 

• Interest Received Banks & Other is above budget by $16k due to 
higher-than-expected balances and slightly higher than budgeted 
interest rates. 

7. OTHER INCOME 

This category is above budget by $26k to the end of September. The 
following significant variances are noted: 

• Lease/Rent Fees Received is $14k below budget, primarily due to 
delays in the completion of the new Hub building. The lease was 
budgeted to commence in July 2025 but did not start until August 
2025. In addition, occupancy levels are not yet at capacity, resulting 
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in lower-than-budgeted monthly rental income (including on-cost 
recoveries). 

• Other Sundry Income is $20k above budget primarily due to the 
receipt of a $15k education contribution to the kerbside waste 
collection program by Veolia Environmental Services Pty Ltd 
budgeted in December 2025. 

8. INVESTMENT INCOME 

This category is in line with budget to the end of September.   

9. EMPLOYEE BENEFITS 

Total Employee Benefits is below budget by $131k to the end of September. 
The following significant variances are noted: 

• Salaries transferred to WIP is below budget by $12k due to less work 
than planned on capital projects. 

• Workers Compensation Insurance is below budget by $22k primarily 
due to the budgeted workers compensation insurance amount being 
higher than the calculated estimate provided to the insurance 
company.  

 
Other Employee Benefits variances which are primarily due to a number of 
vacant positions: 

• Payroll Tax is below budget by $11k. 
• Salaries are below budget by $112k. 
• Superannuation is below budget by $26k. 

These underspends are offset by overspends in the following areas: 
• Temp Staff Employed Through Agency is above budget by $14k with 

staff shortages primarily in Roads – Sealed and Unsealed during August 
being offset by a temporary staff member. 

• Staff Training is above budget by $17k, this amount is budgeted in future 
months. 

10. MATERIALS AND SERVICES 

Materials and services is $206k below budget to the end of September. 

The following significant variances are noted: 
• Consultants Other is below budget by $40k due to project timing: 

o Engineering Operations $16k due to delays in deflectograph 
testing on Sugarloaf and Brinktop Roads. 

o Assets & GIS $10k due to delays in the Asset Management and 
Road Hierarchy Review. 
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o IT $5k due to delays in the Cyber Security insurance review. 
 

• Contractors is below budget by $66k due to project timing: 
o IT - production server and hyperconvergence project ($5k) 

has been delayed. 
o Assets & GIS - $28k with the Modelve managed Long Term 

Financial Asset Management Plan modelling service ($35k) 
was budgeted for August but is now expected to occur in 
November partially offset by additional SSA/GIS contracted 
project support hours of $5k.  

o NRM - Net underspend of $37k, primarily driven by delays in 
the delivery of the Blue Lagoon cumbungi removal $30k, 
weeds management implementation plan, $6k and NRMEAG 
Weed Management Plan $15k, partially offset by fencing 
works ($15k overspend) originally budgeted for 2024–25. 

These underspends are offset by an overspend in the following area: 

o Town Planning – $6k above budget due to higher-than-
expected planning assistance due to staff Long Service 
Leave. 

• Mobile Garbage Bin Replacement is above budget by $20k with the 
expenditure budgeted for October. 

• Operating Capital is $11k under budget primarily due to delays in the 
commencement of the Youth Cost Centre $24k for the purchase of 
furniture and sports equipment. 

 
These underspends are offset by overspends in the following areas: 

o Engineering Operations $6k for line marking. 
 

• Plant Hire – External is below budget by $16k due to Community 
Facilities ($8k) Porta Loos hire for Maddison Lyden Park being less than 
expected and Stormwater ($7k) planned excavator required at a 
later date. 

• Repairs and Maintenance is below budget by $94k predominately as 
a result of underspends to date in Community Facilities $10k, Roads – 
Unsealed $10k, Stormwater $19k, Land Improvements $38k and 
Bridges $23k.  
 
These underspends are somewhat offset by an overspend in 
Community Facilities – Pembroke Park $5k and Works Depot $5k. 
Repairs and maintenance costs are difficult to estimate, due to the 
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often reactive and unpredictable nature of these activities. However, 
most of these underspends are due to scheduling.   

• Kerbside Green Waste Collection Bulk is under budget by $18k with 
the community collection now planned for October. 

• Kerbside Hard Waste Collection is over budget by $72K with the 
community collection occurring in August but budgeted in 
December. 

• Kerbside Hard Waste Disposal is over budget by $19k with the 
community collection occurring in August but budgeted in 
December. 

• Kerbside Recycling Disposal is below budget by $16k due to the 
commencement of the Recycle Rewards scheme for eligible 
containers. Council received in September an unbudgeted benefit of 
$10k for May and June collections.  Council expects to receive further 
savings from the scheme over the course of this financial year.  

• Tyres expenditure is above budget by $16k, which is materially higher 
than anticipated. The heavy fleet allocation of $3k per quarter 
(annual $13k) is insufficient given actual requirements this year. A 
review of future budgets will be necessary to ensure adequacy. 
Current spend also includes some minor light fleet tyre purchases, 
which were unbudgeted. 

• Valuation Expenses are below budget by $30k due to delays in receipt 
of an invoice for the Council Property Roll revaluation project ($34k) 
partially offset by a Supplementary revaluation expense of $17k 
budgeted for $13k. 

 
11. DEPRECIATION AND AMORTISATION 

This category is above budget by $100k to the end of September, with no 
significant variances noted.  

12. FINANCE COSTS 

This category is in line with budget to the end of September. 

13. OTHER EXPENSES 

This category is above budget by $196k to the end of September. The 
following significant variances are noted: 
• Government Fire Contributions is above budget by $172k with the 

quarterly payment budgeted in October. 
• Land Tax is above budget by $79k with the annual payment 

budgeted for October. 
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These overspends are offset by underspends in the following areas: 
• Donations and Section 77 Expenses is below budget by $15k, primarily 

due to delays in a contribution to the Sorell Tennis Club $10k budgeted 
for July. 

• Functions and Programs is below budget by $18k primarily due to 
delays in Communications and Corporate Administration planned 
projects of $13k. 

• NRM expenses is below budget by $21k primarily due to delays in the 
payment of a budgeted contribution of $9k to the 10 Lives Cat Centre 
and additional cats projects $7.5k.  

 
14. GRANTS CAPITAL 

Refer to attachment (g) Grants Operating and Capital Variance Analysis 
for a detailed explanation of the variances.   
 
15. CONTRIBUTIONS – NON-MONETARY ASSETS  

This category is in line with budget to the end of September. 

16. NET GAIN / (LOSS) ON DISPOSAL 

This category is under budget by $400k with the budgeted sale of Amelia 
Court land parcel now planned for later in the financial year.   

17. SHARE OF INTEREST IN JOINT VENTURES 

This category is in line with budget to the end of September. 

CASH & INVESTMENTS  

The Council maintains deposits with four major banks (Commonwealth 
(CBA), Westpac, Bendigo Bank and MyState).  

Council’s cash position increased by $828k during the month of September, 
predominantly due to receipt of rates instalments. In comparison with the 
2024/2025 financial year, the current cash balance of $25.869m is $3.141m 
greater than the balance at the same time last year. Sorell Council 
continues to hold $1.294m in grant income received in advance as 
reported in the Balance Sheet, this is $1.024m less than the balance at the 
same time last year. Overall, the current cash balance movement is a result 
of less year-to-date capital expenditure than expected. 
 
CASH RESERVES 

As at 30 September 2025, cash reserves being held by Council are as 
follows; 
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Land Sales       $1,114,727 
Public Open Space Contributions    $1,893,155 
Car Parking Cash in Lieu     $   114,686 
Subdivision Traffic Management Contributions  $   150,790 
Stormwater       $     21,060 
Interest       $   356,557 

        $3,650,975 
 
RATES OUTSTANDING 

Attached is a graph showing unpaid rates by month, for both the current 
and previous four years. The graph declines each month as rates are 
progressively paid throughout the financial year.  The second graph reflects 
the percentage of rates debt outstanding at the end of each month, with 
four comparative financial years’ data as well. 

At the end of September, 41.7% of rates had been paid, compared to 39.0% 
at the same time last year. Rate collections are ahead on the previous year, 
with rates staff maintaining their standard rates debtor follow-up and 
collection processes throughout the month. 
 
ATTACHMENTS 

MONTHLY DASHBOARD REPORT (Pages 6) 
a) Statement of Income and Expenditure for the period ending 

30 September 2025 (Pages 1) 
b) Statement of Financial Position as at 30 September 2025 (Pages 1) 
c)  Statement of Cash Position as at 30 September 2025 (Pages 1) 
d) Detailed Statement of Income and Expenditure for the period ending 

30 September 2025 (Pages 5) 
e) Investments and Borrowings as at 30 September 2025 and Graph 1 – 

Total Cash Available (Pages 4) 
f) Graph 2 - Rates Outstanding (Pages 2) 
g) Grants Variance Analysis (Pages 1) 
 
 
SCOTT NICOL    SALLY FANG   MARK PATMORE 
ACTING MANAGER FINANCE ACCOUNTANT     ACCOUNTANT  
 
Date: 13 October 2025 
Attachments (21 pages)  
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18.2 BUDGET VARIATION PRIMROSE BEACH WATER QUALITY 
INVESTIGATION 2025 
 
RECOMMENDATION 
 
“Council authorises a variation to the 2025/26 operating budget to provide 
an additional $25,200 to general ledger (G/L) number 3214 (consultants), 
$27,000 to G/L 3241 (operating capital) and $3000 to G/L 3768 (sampling) 
to undertake the Primrose Beach water quality investigation project.”  
 
 
Strategic Plan 
Consistent with Objective 2 – Responsible Stewardship and a Sustainable 
Organisation and Objective 3 – To Ensure a Liveable and Inclusive 
Community. 
 
Operational Plan 
Funding for additional water quality monitoring and professional advice is 
provided in the 2025-26 operating budget. 
 
The Environmental Health cost centre includes $11,000 for professional 
advice, $2000 for water sampling and $3500 for monitoring bores. 
 
Currently, $6701 has been spent on professional advice. There has been no 
expenditure on sampling or bore installation.  
 
Policy 
• Public Health Act 1997 
• State Policy on Water Quality Management 1997  
• Tasmanian Recreational Water Quality Guidelines  
 
Asset Management Implications 
Monitoring pits will be located in the road reserve and will be designed and 
installed so that road pavement and roadside drain are not affected. 
 
Provision of reticulated sewerage services is the responsibility of TasWater. 
 
Risk Management Implications 
Swimming in recreational waters that are being impacted by on-site 
wastewater management systems is a risk to public health. If water quality 
isn’t suitable for swimming, warning signage is erected. 
 
Appropriate traffic management measures will be used when works are 
being completed in Carlton Bluff Road. 
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Community Implications 
Poor water quality at Primrose Beach will result in swimming not being 
recommended, residents and visitors will not being able to participate in 
primary contact recreational activities, such as swimming.  
 
If existing septic tank systems require upgrading to aerated wastewater 
treatment systems, it will have a significant financial impact on property 
owners. Engagement with the community will be required to assist with 
developing measures to manage and mitigate impacts. 
 
Test pits will provide further information on the extent of wastewater impacts 
and assist determine appropriate mitigation measures and public health 
advice. 
 
Report 
During the 2024/25 Recreational Water Quality program several ‘high’ 
results were reported at Primrose Sands Beach in December 2024 and 
January 2025. An investigation commenced in late January to identify 
potential sources of pollution. Details of the investigation were reported to 
Council at the June Council meeting. Council agreed to: 
 

1. Obtain advice from the consultant preparing the Southern 
Beaches Onsite Wastewater and Stormwater Plan on: 

• the water quality monitoring program;  
• mitigation options; and 
• effective ongoing management of onsite wastewater 

management systems in the Carlton Bluff catchment area. 
2. Undertake community engagement with residents and 
landowners of Primrose Sands on proposed management and 
mitigation measures (when developed) to reduce impacts from 
septic tank systems on surface and groundwater; and 
3. Continue additional water sampling at the western end of 
Primrose Beach.” 

 
In July 2025 the consultants preparing the Southern Beaches Onsite 
Wastewater & Stormwater Strategy were engaged to provide advice on 
monitoring and mitigation measures. 
 
Preliminary advice outlined various options including, improved stormwater 
treatment and diversion, decentralised wastewater management systems, 
upgrading septic tank systems to aerated wastewater treatment systems or 
sand filters.  
 
Before an option can be evaluated, additional information on the extent 
of pollution is required. Currently, monitoring has identified wastewater 
contamination of groundwater seepage running onto the beach. 
However, it is not known if the pollution sources are more localised in the 
Carlton Bluff Road or Frogmouth Lane area or from the whole or part of 
Carlton Bluff. 
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The consultant geologist provided advice on installing groundwater 
monitoring bores and monitoring pits (refer to Attachment A & B). 
Monitoring pits are the most cost-effective option.  
 
Pits are proposed to be dug above Carlton Bluff Road and on the foreshore 
below. The pits situated in the road reserve will be installed first, while 
approval is obtained to digs pits on the foreshore reserve. The foreshore is 
wet, steep and difficult to access, these pits will be dug by hand. 
 
The geologist will be on-site during the excavation of the pits to record soil 
conditions, look for evidence of groundwater and provide guidance on 
installation of monitoring pits. 
 
The estimated cost of the property monitoring pits is detailed below. 
 
Activity Comment Cost ($) ex 

GST 
Installation of 3 test pits in Carlton Bluff 
Road, including, materials, traffic 
management and disposal of soil. 

Estimated based on 
work taking 3-days 

15,000 

Geologist, field working and reporting 
(stage 1) 

Cost may vary based 
on time taken to 
undertake the works 

21,000 

Geologist field work and reporting 
(stage 2) 

Cost may vary based 
on time taken to 
undertake the works 

12,000 

Excavation of hand dug pits on the 
foreshore, including labour, materials 
and Crown land approval 

3-days  12,000 

Additional water sampling Nutrient and bacterial 3000 
Total cost  63000 

 
The 25/26 operating budget includes a total of $14,500 for both professional 
advice and installation of monitoring bores. Effective from 3 October 2025, 
$6701 has been spent, leaving $7799 remaining. Therefore, an additional 
$55,201 is required to complete the investigation works. 
 
 
 
Greg Robertson    Scott Nicol 
MANAGER HEALTH & COMPLIANCE ACTING MANAGER FINANCE 
 
Date: 8 October 2025 
Attachments (2) 
  



  

  
AGENDA 
ORDINARY COUNCIL MEETING 
21 OCTOBER 2025 

 

118 

Attachment A – Monitoring pit indicative location 
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Attachment B – example of monotoring pits 
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18.3 2025-2026 CAPITAL BUDGET ADJUSTMENTS  
 
RECOMMENDATION 
 
“That Council resolve pursuant to Section 82 of the Local Government Act 
1993 to accept and adopt the below adjustments to the 2025/2026 Capital 
Budget estimates.” 
 
Capital expenditure to the end of September 2025 is $2,461,234 (as per 
Capital Works Budget run on 3 October 2025). 
 
The following Capital Budget adjustments have been requested in October 
2025.  
 
Below is a summary of the requested adjustments.  
Original Budget approved in June 2025 
Council meeting $16,063,134 

Budget approved in September 2025 
Council meeting $16,314,420 

Budget adjustments requested for approval in October 2025 Council meeting:  
Total adjustments on capital jobs with 
variances of over 10% $0 

Total adjustments on completed capital 
jobs with variances of over 10% $0 

Total adjustments on new capital jobs $8,000 
Budget requested for approval in 
October 2025 Council meeting $16,322,420 

 
Below is a detailed explanation of the requested adjustments.  
 
The following capital job adjustments have been requested because the 
jobs do not have an approved budget but have expected expenditure in 
the 2025/2026 financial year: 
 

Job Name and No.  Approved 
Budget 

Adjusted 
Budget Adjustment 

C-26-LI-012 Dodges Ferry Oval 
Cricket Pitch Cover Replacement     

Total Adjustments $0 $8,000 $8,000 
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• C-26-LI-012 Dodges Ferry Oval Cricket Pitch Cover Replacement – The 
cricket pitch cover at Dodges Ferry Oval has reached the end of its 
expected asset lifespan. To ensure the pitch remains protected and 
playable, particularly during the critical end of season period, it is 
recommended that the Dodges Ferry Oval cover be replaced by April 
2026. 

 

ATTACHMENTS 

a) Capital Works Budget for the period ending 30 September 2025 
(Pages 11) 

 
SCOTT NICOL        SALLY FANG   
ACTING MANAGER FINANCE     ACCOUNTANT  
 
Date: 10 October 2025  
Attachments (11 pages)  
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19.0 PLANNING 
^ 
 
Nil reports. 
 

20.0 HEALTH AND COMPLIANCE 
^ 
 

20.1 SUBMISSIONS – NEW PUBLIC ROADS BY-LAW 1 of 2026 
 
RECOMMENDATION 
 
“That Council resolves in accordance with Section 159 of the Local 
Government Act 1993 to: 
a) receive and note the submissions received; and 
b) having considered the submissions received, to confirm the proposed 
by-law contained in Appendix 1 does not require amending.” 
 
 
Introduction 
 
Sorell Council currently has a Local Highway by-law that was approved in 
2016 - the proposed by-law will replace the existing by-law which 
automatically lapses after 10 years. 
 
At the July 2025 Council meeting, Council passed a motion agreeing to 
make a new Roads By-Law.  
 
A draft by-law and Regulatory Impact Statement has been advertised for 
public comment. 
 
Strategic plan 
 
Consistent with objective 2 - Responsible Stewardship and a Sustainable 
Organisation to deliver contemporary governance and compliance 
practices. 
 
Annual plan 
 
The 2025/26 annual plan includes an allocation to obtain legal advice to 
prepare the by-law. 
 
Policy 
 
• Local Government Act 1993 
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• Director of Local Government – Good Practice Guidelines for Making 
By-Laws 

 
Environmental implications 
 
The by-law includes provisions that regulate activities on Council roads and 
associated footpaths and nature strips, including civil works, storage of 
materials and removal or damage to vegetation. 
 
Asset management implications 
 
Prohibiting activities in road reserves aim to reduce the impacts on Council 
Road assets and infrastructure from damage.  
 
An Authorised Officer can issue permits for proposed works to ensure that 
they are consistent with relevant standards and require a security deposit 
to cover the cost of rectification works if the responsible person does not 
repair the damage.  
 
Risk management implications 
 
The by-law regulates a range of activities that impact on public safety and 
Council assets. It aims to reduce the incidence of ‘hazards’ associated with 
works or activities on Council roads. 
 
Permits are required for a range of activities and the application process 
enables proposed works to be assessed to ensure compliance with relevant 
standards. A risk assessment will be completed and a permit issued with 
appropriate conditions. Where appropriate, public liability insurance will be 
required for activities on Council roads and infrastructure. 
 
Community implications 
 
As stated under risk management the by-law introduces controls on 
activities that may impact on assets and safety. The community has 
appropriately had the opportunity to make a submission on the by-law 
following completion of the Regulatory Impact Statement and 
authorisation by the Director of Local Government. 
 
Statutory implications 
 
The by-law must be prepared in accordance with Local Government Act 
1993 Part 11 – By-Laws. 
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Report 
 
Council currently has a Local Highways By-law 2016 that regulates works on 
Council Roads and includes prohibited activities and requirements to 
obtain a permit. The existing by-law was approved in January 2016 and will 
lapse after 10 years in accordance with s155 of the Act. 
 
The proposed By-Law and Regulatory Impact Statement was published on 
Councils’ website and Facebook page and advertised in the Mercury 
Newspaper on Saturday 13 September 2025. Public submissions were 
invited up until 6 October 2025. One submission was received; the below 
table includes a summary of the submission and a response. 
 
The person that made the submission has been notified that their submission 
will be considered by Council at the October 2025 Council meeting.  
 
Submission Response 
Why would the General 
Manager, wish to create 
more bureaucratic mess 
and expense to people 
that want to contribute to 
the Municipality? 

The by-law is required to regulate activities on 
Council roads that are not otherwise 
regulated. 

Parts of the RIS are very 
misleading, believe 
Council already have the 
powers to do exactly what 
the RIS dictates. 
 
Refers to subdivision at 701 
Arthur Hwy, Forcett as an 
example where the permit 
can be used to apply 
conditions and permit fees 
are already in place. 

The RIS outlines the powers contained in the 
existing legislation. Development and 
Subdivision permits may contain conditions, 
however, some works such as a new driveway 
for an existing house do not require a 
development application. Similarly, a 
subdivision permit can require new driveway 
crossovers be constructed to a specified 
standard. If a new driveway crossover is 
required after the title is issued, the Roads by-
law is used to regulate the standard of these 
works.  
 
Storage of materials on Council roads reserves 
or damage to trees is not otherwise regulated. 
 

Concern by-law will expose 
Council to legal costs. 

Council has drafted the by-law based on legal 
advice and the by-law is required to be 
certified by a legal practitioner.  

Doubling up of existing 
powers 

Discussed above 

RIS is biased and only 
promotes positive 
information.  

The RIS is a balanced document that details 
the costs and benefits of the by-law.  
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Should be cutting red tape 
and make things easier, 
such as re-instating the 
existing by-law 

The Roads By-law is based on the existing 
Local Highways By-law which automatically 
lapses after 10 years. The by-law cannot be 
automatically re-instated, a new by-law must 
be made. 
 
The only variations in the existing by-law relate 
to: 

• planting vegetation and undertaking 
building works on Council Road 
reserves; 

• Removed Engineer and replacing with 
an authorised officer; 

• Provide authority for residents to 
maintain their nature strip; 

• Notifying Council before undertaking 
works. 

 
The process for making a new by-law involves: 
 
Process steps  Progress update 
Council must pass a resolution by 
absolute majority that it intends to 
make a by-law 

Motion Passed at July 2025 Council 
meeting 

Undertake consultation with 
identified stakeholders 

Consultation completed and included 
in the RIS 

Prepare a regulatory impact 
statement (RIS) 

Prepared 

Submit the RIS to the Director of 
Local Government, and if the 
Director is satisfied with the RIS allow 
the Council to commence the 
public consultation process 

Director has approved public 
consultation to commence 

Publish within a local newspaper 
and display within the municipal 
office notice of the by-law 

Advertised in the Mercury Public 
Notices on Saturday, 13 September 
2025 

Make the RIS & by-law available for 
inspection 

Uploaded to Councils’ website, 
promoted on social media and copies 
available in the municipal office 

Submissions received on the by-law 
must be considered by Council and 
if Council decides to alter a by-law 
it must be by absolute majority. If 
the alteration significantly changes 
the by-law council must give notice 
to the public 

One submission received, being 
considered at the October 2025 
Council meeting 
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The by-law is certified by a legal 
practitioner and the General 
Manager 

Not yet completed 

The certified by-law is sent to the 
Director of local Government 

Not yet completed 

By-law is published in the 
Tasmanian Government Gazette 

Not yet completed 

The By-law is made available for 
purchase and is put on Council’s 
website 

Not yet completed 

By-law is sent to subordinate 
Legislation Committee 

Not yet completed 

By-law is tabled in parliament Not yet completed 
 
The draft by-law and representation received is attached in Appendix 1 of 
this report. 
 

 
GREG ROBERTSON 
MANAGER HEALTH & COMPLIANCE 
Date: 8 October 2025 
Attachments (20) 
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21.0 ROADS AND STORMWATER 
^ 
 
Nil reports. 
 

22.0 FACILITIES AND RECREATION 
^ 
 
Nil reports. 
 

23.0 QUESTIONS FROM THE PUBLIC 
^ 
 
In accordance with Regulation 36 of the Local Government (Meeting 
Procedures) Regulations 2025, Council will conduct a Public Question Time.   
 
At each meeting the Mayor will invite those members of the public present 
to ask questions.  When requested please: 
• Stand up; and 
• State clearly your name and address. 
 
This time is allocated for questions from the public. Questions are to be kept 
brief and specific to the topic to which they relate. 
 
Members of the public are reminded that questions and any answers to 
such questions are not to be debated. 
 
Questions may be submitted to Council in writing at least seven (7) days 
before an ordinary Council meeting. 
 

23.1 QUESTIONS FROM THE PUBLIC ON NOTICE 
 
Marina Campbell from Dodges Ferry asks: 
 

1. Does Council have a commitment to the retention of Ferry Hall for 
community use? 
 
General Manager’s response: 
 
In the course of Council’s discussions regarding the re-development 
of Dodges Ferry Primary School, it became apparent that Council’s 
potential role in decisions about the future of Ferry Hall was a 
separate matter requiring its own consideration.  Addressing this 
matter would require collaboration with the community and the 
Department for Education, Children and Young People (DECYP).  
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The following key points were noted: 
 
• DECYP has advised that it will not fund the retention or relocation 

of Ferry Hall. 
• Without a viable plan, the building is at risk of demolition. 
• Preservation would require demonstrated community interest, 

secured funding, and an appropriate site. 
• The building may hold local heritage significance. 
• A new, purpose-built facility may present a more viable 

opportunity for grant funding. 

Accordingly, while Council may support further investigation into the 
potential relocation and repurposing of Ferry Hall, it is not able to 
provide funding for such efforts. Preliminary consideration of 
relocation (only) costs by Council’s Manager Facilities & Recreation 
is estimated at $100k. DECYP have a similar view. Preservation 
remains possible if community support and resources can be 
mobilised. Broader community engagement is essential to determine 
the need for the asset, its suitability for future use and subject to those 
determinations, to identify a feasible location. 
 

2. How will Council engage with the community on the future of Ferry 
Hall? 
 

Council acknowledges the community interest in the future of Ferry 
Hall and recognises that it may hold historical and cultural significance 
to the Dodges Ferry and Southern Beaches communities. 
 
Council has not yet reached a consensus or made any decision 
regarding the potential retention or relocation of Ferry Hall. Should 
Council choose to explore this possibility, a structured community 
engagement process would need to be undertaken to ensure that 
any decision reflects broader community views.  
 
If undertaken, this process would likely include: 
 
• Providing clear information to the community about the costs, 

limitations, and practical considerations involved in relocating 
and repurposing Ferry Hall. 

• Conducting a community survey to gather feedback on the 
level of interest, potential uses, and perceived value of Ferry Hall 
as a community facility. 

• Undertaking an audit of all community facilities available to 
Southern Beaches residents and establishing need.  
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• Hosting a pop-up engagement session to allow residents to share 
ideas and ask questions in person. 

• Reporting back to Council with a summary of community input 
to inform a final decision. 

Council would encourage and promote broad community 
participation in this process, through Council’s website, social media, 
and newsletters. 

 
3. Why did Council not include the return and relocation of Ferry Hall, 

to the community, in the proposal to transfer the Dodges Ferry 
Gymnasium/GP room/Facilities to the Department of Education 
Children and Young People (DECYP)? 

 
The proposed transfer of the Dodges Ferry Recreation Centre (the 
Facility) to DECYP requires Council to complete a specific process 
outlined in s178 of the Local Government Act 1993; relating to the Sale, 
Disposal or Exchange of Public Land: because Council is disposing of 
a strata-title (i.e. public land) owned by Council. 
 
In contrast, Ferry Hall, is located on DECYP-owned land, not Council-
owned land.  
 
As such, any consideration of Ferry Hall cannot be included in the 
same transfer proposal as the Facility, due to the very particular 
circumstances and the requirements of s178 of the Act. 
 
For this reason, the future of Ferry Hall must be treated as a separate 
matter entirely. 
 
Ongoing community use of the Facility will continue to be possible and 
facilitated through the DECYP Community Use of Sporting Facility 
Policy.  There should be no net loss of community access to the facility.  

 
4. If the transfer of the Dodges Ferry Gymnasium/GP Room/Facilities to 

DECYP proceeds how will Council recompense community for the 
loss of the asset, given that the Southern Beaches residents paid 50% 
of the construction costs through a special rate?  

 
Council’s view is that, in the first instance, the asset will not be “lost.” 
 
Under DECYP’s Community Use of School Facilities policy, the facility 
will continue to be available for community use, as it has been for the 
past 29 years. The only change will be in the booking process. Bookings 
will be made directly with the school or DECYP, rather than through 
Council. 
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In terms of the asset’s lifetime value, Council considers that the facility 
has delivered substantial and tangible benefits to the community over 
nearly three decades. Furthermore, the cost of urgently required 
flooring replacement now exceeds the building’s depreciated value, 
leading Council to conclude that the asset’s book value is effectively 
exhausted. 
 
For these reasons, Council does not consider it appropriate to pursue 
recompense for the asset, either from DECYP or to the community. 

 
 
Sharon Kent from Dodges Ferry asks: 
 

1. Is Council willing to support an arts and cultural facility in Southern 
Beaches, the largest community in the Sorell municipality, as Council 
has supported the renovation of the Mens Shed in Sorell as part of its 
vision for arts and culture?  

 
Council acknowledges the importance of arts and cultural 
infrastructure in supporting vibrant, connected communities. The 
Southern Beaches area, as the largest population centre within the 
Sorell municipality, is well-placed to benefit from enhanced access 
to arts and cultural opportunities. 
 
Council is open to exploring the potential for an arts and cultural 
facility in the Southern Beaches, subject to demonstrated community 
need, viable funding pathways, and alignment with Council’s 
strategic priorities and financial management strategy. As with other 
community-led initiatives, such as the Sorell Men’s Shed, Council’s 
support would be contingent on a clear proposal, evidence of 
community engagement, and the availability of external funding or 
partnerships. 
 
Council is open to hearing from interested community members and 
groups to discuss ideas, identify potential sites, and explore funding 
opportunities that may support the development of such a facility. 
 

2. Did Council sell Ferry Hall to the Department of Education before 
being removed from the community for school use? If it was sold, 
how much was it sold for and how were the community engaged in 
the sale? 
 

On 9 November 1990, Council was served with a Notice to Treat by 
the Crown, advising that the land was required for “school purposes” 
under Section 12 of the Lands Resumption Act 1957. The notice 
indicated that if Council did not agree to sell the land, a compulsory 
acquisition process would likely follow under the provisions of the Act. 
 



  

  
AGENDA 
ORDINARY COUNCIL MEETING 
21 OCTOBER 2025 

 

162 

Subsequently, on 27 November 1990, Council arranged a valuation of 
the land, comprising 5.0608 hectares and associated improvements, 
including Ferry Hall, toilets, site works for the oval, and access road 
formation. The total valuation was $167,500, which included 
recognition of a prior ex gratia payment of $40,000. 
 
Prior to this, a public meeting was held in Dodges Ferry on 28 May 1990, 
attended by representatives from Council, the Education 
Department, the Department of Construction, and 38 Dodges Ferry 
residents. The meeting addressed the proposed construction of the 
school following the land sale, the development of a gymnasium and 
general-purpose room complex, the anticipated funding 
arrangements, and the expected future lifespan of Ferry Hall. 

 
3. How will the Council celebrate 100 years of historic Ferry Hall? 

 
Whilst Council respects the historical role of Ferry Hall to the Kellevie 
and Dodges Ferry communities, there has not been any consideration 
given to plans around the 100-year milestone. 
 
The milestone may present an opportunity for the community to reflect 
on the Hall’s history and its role in the community. 
 
Council is open to hearing from community members who may be 
interested in organising a community lead celebration.  
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CLOSED MEETING 

Members are advised that items listed below in the CLOSED SESSION 
AGENDA are classified as CONFIDENTIAL ITEMS in accordance with the 
provisions of the Local Government Act 1993.  

A Councillor must not discuss any item listed in a CLOSED SESSION AGENDA 
with any person (except another elected member, the General Manager 
or the author of a report to the closed session of Council or a Council 
Committee) without a specific resolution of the Council or a Council 
Committee that considered the report. 

Section 338A (1) of the Local Government Act 1993 states that a Councillor 
must not disclose information: 
 
(a) seen or heard by the Councillor at a meeting or part of a meeting of a 
council or council committee that is closed to the public that is not 
authorised by the council or council committee to be disclosed; or 
(b) given to the Councillor by the mayor, deputy mayor, chairperson of a 
meeting of the council or council committee or the general manager on 
the condition that it be kept confidential. 
 
Section 338A (3) states that a member must not disclose information 
acquired as such a member on the condition that it be kept confidential. 
 
Additionally, Section 339 of the Local Government Act 1993 states that: 
 
(1) A councillor or a member must not make improper use of any 

information acquired as a councillor or member.  
(3) Improper use of information includes using the information – 

(a) to gain, directly or indirectly, an advantage or to avoid, directly 
or indirectly, a disadvantage for oneself, a member of one's 
family or a close associate; or 

(b) to cause any loss or damage to any council, controlling 
authority, single authority, joint authority or person. 
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24.0 CLOSED MEETING 
^ 
 
The General Manager advised that in his opinion the listing of agenda 
item/s: 
 

Reference Item 
24.1 Confirmation of the Closed Council Minutes of the 

Council Meeting of 16 September 2025– Regulation 40(3) 
24.2 Disclosure of confidential information – Regulation 17(7) 
24.3 Copping Refuse Disposal Site Authority General Meeting 

Minutes 21 August 2025 – Regulation 17(2)(d)  
24.4 Copping Refuse Disposal Site Joint Authority Quarterly 

Report – Regulation 17(2)(d) 
 
As prescribed items in accordance with Regulations 17 and 40 of the Local 
Government (Meeting Procedures) Regulations 2025, and therefore Council 
may by absolute majority determine to close the meeting to the general 
public. 
 
RECOMMENDATION 
 
That the meeting be closed to the public to enable Council to consider 
agenda items 24.1 - 24.4 which are confidential matters as prescribed in 
Regulations 40 and 17 of the Local Government (Meeting Procedures) 
Regulations 2025.  
 

24.1 CONFIRMATION OF THE CLOSED MINUTES OF THE COUNCIL MEETING 
OF 16 SEPTEMBER 2025 
^ 
 
RECOMMENDATION 
 
“That the Closed Minutes of the Council Meeting held on 16th September 
2025 be confirmed.” 
 

24.2 AUTHORISATION TO DISCLOSE CONFIDENTIAL INFORMATION 
^ 
 
RECOMMENDATION 
 
“That in accordance with Regulation 17(7) of the Local Government 
(Meeting Procedures) Regulations 2025, the Mayor and General Manager 
be authorised to disclose information from this ‘Closed Section’ of this 
meeting in the course of implementing the decisions of Council.”  
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24.3 COPPING REFUSE DISPOSAL SITE JOINT AUTHORITY MINUTES - 21 
AUGUST 2025 
 

 
24.4 COPPING REFUSE DISPOSAL SITE JOINT AUTHORITY QUARTERLY REPORT 
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25.0 ACRONYMNS 
^ 
 
AGM Annual General Meeting 
AFL Australian Football League 
AIR Australian Immunisation Register 
ASU Australian Services Union 
ATO Australian Taxation Office 
AWTS Aerated Wastewater Treatment Systems 
BEST Business and Employment Southeast Tasmania 
CAC Community Administration Centre 
CEO Chief Executive Officer 
CLRS Councillors 
CPR Cardiopulmonary Resuscitation 
CRM Customer Request Management 
CRDSJA Copping Refuse Disposal Site Joint Authority 
DEDTA Department Economic Development, Tourism & The Arts 
DECYP Department for Education, Children and Young People 
DPAC Department of Premier & Cabinet 
DPFEM Department of Police, Fire and Emergency Management 
DSG Department of State Growth 
DST Destination Southern Tasmania 
EBA Enterprise Bargaining Agreement 
EOI Expressions of Interest 
EOFY End of Financial Year 
EPA Environment Permit Authority 
EWaste Electronic Waste 
FMAC Fire Management Assessment Committee 
GM General Manager 
ICT Information Communication Technology 
LGAT Local Government Association of Tasmania 
LPS Local Provisions Schedule 
LTFP Long Term Financial Plan 
LTI Lost Time Injury 
MAST Marine & Safety Tasmania 
MEMC Municipal Emergency Management Committee 
NBN National Broadband Network 
NRE Department of Natural Resources and Environment 

Tasmania 
NRM Natural Resource Management 
PWS Parks and Wildlife Service 
RACT Royal Automobile Club of Tasmania 
RDA Regional Development Australia 
RSL Returned Services League 
RTI Right to Information 
SBIP School Based Immunisation Program 
SEI South East Irrigation 
SEBA South East Basketball Association 
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SENA South East Netball Association 
SERDA South East Region Development Association 
SEUFC South East United Football Club 
SES State Emergency Service 
SFC Sorell Football Club 
SFL Southern Football League 
SMH Sorell Memorial Hall 
SPA Sorell Planning Authority 
STCA Southern Tasmanian Councils Association 
STRWA Southern Tasmanian Regional Waste Authority 
STRLUS Southern Tasmania Regional Land Use Strategy 
SWSA Southern Waste Strategy Association 
SWS Southern Waste Solutions 
TasCAT Tasmanian Civil and Administrative Tribunal 
TAO Tasmanian Audit Office 
TCF Tasmanian Community Fund 
TOR Terms of Reference 
UTAS University of Tasmania 
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