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Notice is hereby given that the next meeting of the Sorell Council will be held at the 
Community Administration Centre (CAC), 47 Cole Street, Sorell on Tuesday, 16 
January 2024, commencing at 6.00 pm. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
C E R T I F I C A T I O N  
 
I, Robert Higgins, General Manager of the Sorell Council, hereby certify that in 
accordance with Section 65 of the Local Government Act 1993, the reports in this 
Agenda have been prepared by persons who have the qualifications and experience 
necessary to give such information, recommendation or advice.  
 
Council or a Council Committee is not to decide on any matter which requires the 
advice of a qualified person without considering such advice unless – 

(a) the General Manager certifies, in writing – 
(i) that such advice was obtained; and 
(ii) that the General Manager took the advice into account in 
providing general advice to the Council or Council Committee; and 

(b) a copy of that advice or, if the advice was given orally, a written 
transcript or summary of that advice is provided to the Council or Council 
Committee with the General Manager's certificate. 

 
Notices of Motion and supporting documentation from Councillors are exempted 
from this certification. 
 
 
 
 
ROBERT HIGGINS 
GENERAL MANAGER 
11 JANUARY 2024 
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1.0 ATTENDANCE 
 
Mayor K Vincent 
Deputy Mayor C Wooley 
Councillor S Campbell 
Councillor J Gatehouse 
Councillor M Miró Quesada Le Roux 
Councillor B Nichols 
Councillor M Reed 
Councillor N Reynolds 
Councillor C Torenius 
 

2.0 APOLOGIES 
 
 

3.0 DECLARATIONS OF PECUNIARY INTEREST 
 
 

4.0 CONFIRMATION OF THE MINUTES OF 12 DECEMBER 2023 

 
RECOMMENDATION 
 
“That the Minutes of the Council Meeting held on 12th December 2023 be 
confirmed.” 
 

5.0 MAYOR’S REPORT 
 
RECOMMENDATION 
 
“That the Mayor’s communication report as listed be received.” 
 
This communication is provided as a courtesy, any items that require Council action 
and/or decision will be listed as separate agenda items. Any Councillor requiring 
information on any matter contained in the communication report please contact 
the Mayor at any time. 
 
• Participated in Minister Ellis’ fire levy workshop.  
• Attended STRWA Board meeting. 
• Attended Council’s launch of Sorell 2022.  
• Met with SWS Chair, Copping Authority Chair and Company Secretary. 
• Attended SWS meeting.  
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• Presented at Dodges Ferry Primary School EOY assembly. 
• Attended BEST Board meeting.  
• Called in to Depot and Council Christmas functions.  
• Met with MLC Jane Howlett re: local issues.  
• Met with Real Estate Agent re: activity in Sorell and Cambridge areas.  
• GM, Janet Gatehouse and I participated in Copping Authority teams meeting.   
• Discussion with Chris Cusick re: Bream Creek Ag Centre.  
• Met with Vica Bayley re: local issues and requirements. 
 

6.0 SUPPLEMENTARY ITEMS 
 
RECOMMENDATION 
 
“That the Council resolve by absolute majority to deal with any supplementary 
items not appearing on the agenda, as reported by the General Manager in 
accordance with the Local Government (Meeting Procedures) Regulations 2015.” 
 
In accordance with the requirements of Part 2 Regulation 8 (6) of the Local 
Government (Meeting Procedures) Regulations 2015, the Council by absolute 
majority may approve the consideration of a matter not appearing on the agenda, 
where the General Manager has reported: 
 
a) The reason it was not possible to include the matter on the agenda; and 
b) That the matter is urgent; and 
c) That advice has been provided under section 65 of the Local Government 

Act 1993. 
 

7.0 COUNCIL WORKSHOPS REPORT 
^ 
The following Council Workshop was held: 
 

Date Purpose Councillor Attendance Councillor 
Apologies 
 

No Council 
workshops were 
scheduled during 
the reporting 
period. 
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8.0 COUNCILLOR QUESTIONS ON NOTICE 
 
Nil. 
 

9.0 COUNCILLOR MOTIONS ON NOTICE 
 
Nil. 
 

10.0 WORKGROUP REPORTS 
 
RECOMMENDATION 
 
“That the workgroup reports as listed be received.” 
 

10.1 OFFICE OF THE GENERAL MANAGER – ROBERT HIGGINS 
 
• Attended Committee for Greater Hobart Transport workshop – 12th Dec. 
• Worksafe Tas Mental Health and Wellbeing staff presentation – 14th Dec. 
• STRLUS working group initial meeting – 14th Dec. 
• Met with Planning Manager and residents re: Iron Creek Farm Stay – 20th 

Dec. 
• Copping Authority meeting – 8th Jan. 
• RFQ assessment of Social Strategy and Active Transport Strategy 

submissions with project staff – 9th Jan. 
• Met with Office of Coordinator General on private development concepts – 

11th Jan. 
• Staff meetings, Leadership Team meeting, workshops and SPA meetings. 

 
DIRECTOR SERVICE DELIVERY – RUSSELL FOX 
As of the end of December Council had spent $6.2 million as part of this financial 
year's capital works program against an approved adjusted Council financial year 
budget of $14.7 million.   The tender for the Marion Bay reconstruction works 
between Copping and Bream Creek Road junction was advertised prior to 
Christmas.  The sealing of the last two road segments on Nugent Road is scheduled 
for the first week in January. 
 
The construction of the BMX track is almost complete but the installation of the 
shelter on the start hill, the final polymer coating on the straights, permanent site 
fencing and the loaming and planting of the batters will be undertaken end of 
January/start of February. 
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Meetings attended:  
• Complete performance reviews of work group Managers in conjunction with 

Director People and Performance.  
• Part of assessment panel for the Request for Quotations for the Social and 

Active Transport Strategies. 
• Scheduled quarterly WHS committee meeting. 
• BMX site meeting with all contractors and Project Manager to discuss site 

security and outstanding works. 
 
DIRECTOR PEOPLE AND PERFORMANCE - JESS HINCHEN 
Meetings attended:  
• Consultative Committee Meeting 
• Sorell 22: Country to Coast short film premier  
• Assessment of RFQ – Social Strategy and Active Transport Strategy  
• Performance Reviews  
• Various meeting related to Stadium Management & Facilities  
• Leadership Team Meeting  
• Various HR Matters  
• Council Meeting 
• Council Workshop  

EMPLOYEE SUPPORT – HR  
Employee Support Officer on Annual Leave at time of reporting.  
 
DEVELOPMENT OFFICER – STRATEGY & RISK  
Meetings attended: 
• WHS Quarterly Committee Meeting 
• Risk & Strategy Monthly Meeting 

Completed: 
• LGAT Procurement Session 2 and Vendor Panel Training - Scheduled and 

Attended. 
• WorkSafe Tasmania – Mental Health and Wellbeing Presentation - 

Scheduled and Attended. 
• Reviewed all Social Strategy and Active Transport Strategy RFQ submissions 

to ensure they conform to RFQ requirements. All (but one) were conforming 
submissions and are now being assessed. 

• Submitted response to Tasmanian Government’s 2024-25 Budget 
Community Consultation, stating Council’s opposition to the proposed 
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review of funds allocation process - which would see more than $200k 
stripped annually from Sorell Council’s current funding allocation. 

• Forwarded Sorell Climate Change Adaptation Risk Register draft to STCA for 
inclusion in their Sorell Council Climate Change Adaptation Plan project. 

• Risk assessments (x24) for Dangerous Goods (fungicides, etc.) 
dilution/mixing and application. 

Working on: 
• Established contact with Hydro Tasmania to commence research into best 

practice Fleet Dashcam and Tracking solution options – WIP. 
• Black Spot identification for Black Spot grant funding application. 
• Continuous Improvement Plan to address MAV (Insurer) Audit findings 

related to Road Asset Management, Reserves and Open Space, Contractor 
Management. 

• Contractor Management Policy. 
• Risk Treatment Plans for High Residual risk items on Strategic and Enterprise 

register. 
• Draft Business Continuity Plan. 
 
Reported Incidents and Hazards for the month of December:  
 

 
 
• 1 Incident reported 

o 1 leech bite 
• 0 hazards identified and reported 
• 1 investigation completed, 0 outstanding 
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10.2 FINANCE – STEPHANIE PERRY, MANAGER 
 
Financial Management 

During the month of December, the following key financial management tasks were 
completed:  

• Finance staff completed all end-of-month (EOM) procedures for November 
2023, including the completion EOM processing and balance sheet 
reconciliations and the submission of Council’s monthly Business Activity 
Statement (BAS) to the Australian Tax Office (ATO).  

• Finance staff completed Phase 2 of the 2022/2023 Consolidated Data 
Collection Survey and returned it to KPMG.  

• Finance staff commended work on the Mid-Year Budget Review (MYBR) for 
the operating budget. MYBR will not be taking place for the Capital Budget, 
as in 2023/2024 financial year an alternative monthly capital budget 
adjustment process has been implemented.  

• South East Region Development Association (SERDA) ad-hoc and monthly 
financial tasks were completed.  

Rates  
• At the end of December 62.7% of rates had been collected, compared to 

62.4% at the same time last year.  
• Supplementary valuations were received from the Office of the Valuer-

General, year to date totalling $138k in general rates, $26k in waste charges 
and $7k in fire levy income.  

Audit  
• Nil  

 
Operational Plan 

During the month of December, finance staff progressed on the following 
2023/2024 Operational Plan items:  

Operational Plan Item  Status  

Finance System Upgrade  System go live was completed on 27 November 
2023.  

Subscribe-HR (timesheet system) successfully 
integrated with D365BC.   
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Minor post-go live issues remain outstanding. 
Finance continues to work with Dialog & SHR to 
resolve these issues.    

Internal Audit – Audit Panel   WLF Accounting & Advisory engaged as Council’s 
internal auditors.  

Introductory meeting completed.  

Planning meeting to take place in early 2024.   

Grant Summary Page  Completed.  

Sent to Leadership Team for review and feedback.   

Long Term Financial Plan (LTFP) 
Review  

Draft completed.  

Manager Finance to review in January 2024.  

Education  Finance purchasing and payroll timesheet training 
provided to staff as part of the finance system go 
live.  

Land Tax Review  Review completed.  

Findings to be submitted to the State Revenue 
Office in January 2024.   

 

Grants & Funding  
During the month of December the following grants were invoiced:  

• The Department of State Growth was invoiced $350,000 (excluding GST) for 
the contribution towards the construction of a new state level BMX facility at 
Pembroke Park. This was paid to Council by the Department during 
December.  

• The Department of State Growth was invoiced $1,000,000 (excluding GST) for 
instalment one of the funding for the construction of a regional training and 
jobs hub facility in Sorell. This remained outstanding at the end of December.  

• Cricket Tasmania was invoiced $1,589.30 (excluding GST) relating to the 
Australian Cricket Infrastructure Fund funding for the Dodges Ferry 
Recreation Ground cricket pitch replacement. This remained outstanding at 
the end of December.  
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Insurance 
• There were no significant insurance matters during December.  

Fleet Management 
• A capital budget allocation was made for fleet replacements during the 

2023/2024 financial year. The General Manager has approved the light fleet 
procurement recommendation. Finance staff are in the process of ordering 
the vehicles based on the approved recommendation. Orders are expected 
to be completed in early January 2024.  

• During December the final vehicle relating to the 2022/2023 replacement 
schedule was received.  
 

Plant and Equipment Disposals  
• One vehicle remains to be disposed of from the 2022/2023 replacement 

schedule. This vehicle will be held by Council for a few additional months to 
accommodate scheduled vehicle repairs. This vehicle is expected to be sent 
to Pickles Auctions for disposal in April/May 2024.  
 

Meetings  
• Leadership Team meeting – 6/12/2023.  
• Monthly capital works meeting with Finance, Asset Management, 

Engineering and Depot staff – 12/12/2023.    
• Monthly team meeting with the Finance Department – 6/12/2023. 
• Monthly rates catch up with the Manager Finance, Senior Rates Officer and 

Finance Support Officer – 18/12/2023.  
• Relationship management meeting with Commonwealth Bank – 14/12/2023. 
• Worksafe Tasmania Mental Health and Wellbeing presentation – 

14/12/2023. 
• LGAT Procurement and Vendor Panel training – 19/12/2023.  
• Various meetings with Dialog regarding the D365BC system post go-live issue 

resolution.  
• Various internal finance planning meetings to discuss task allocations 

(15/12/2023) and Mid-Year Budget Review (18/12/2023). 
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10.3 COMMUNITY RELATIONS – STACEY GADD, MANAGER 
 
CUSTOMER & BUSINESS SUPPORT    
Receipting figures – December  
 

 
 
Green and Hard Waste Bookings – December  
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Phone Call Reporting – December 
 

 
 
Presented Calls by month for 2023 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

0

50

100

150

200

250

300

Presented Calls 2023

Building Enquiries Payments Planning Plumbing Rates Waste



  

  
AGENDA 
ORDINARY COUNCIL MEETING 
16 JANUARY 2024 

 

11 

Total Presented Calls for 2023 
 

 
 
Customer Requests 
CRMs created for the month of December 
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337 Certificates  
Council processed 29 - 337 Certificates in December 2023 which relate to the sale 
of properties as detailed in the graph below.  
 

 

 
 
Justice of the Peace Enquiries  
 

 
 

0

10

20

30

40

50

60

70

337 Certificates 2020 - 2023

2020 2021 2022 2023

0

5

10

15

20

25

30

35

40

JP Enquiries 2022 - 2023

2022 2023



  

  
AGENDA 
ORDINARY COUNCIL MEETING 
16 JANUARY 2024 

 

13 

Customer Service Feedback 
 

 
 
No customer service surveys were completed for the month of December. 
 
COMMUNICATIONS 
General 
• Sorell Times – Regular monthly advert. 
• Council Works Update – Monthly update compiled re current and soon to be 

commenced Council works, published on our website, Facebook 
and Instagram pages.   

• Website – Updated with news and information including Council Works 
Updates, Clean up Australia Day and Sorell 22 Country to Coast short film.  

 
NRM  
• NRM Thursday posts on social media ongoing. 
• Weed Awareness section ongoing in monthly Sorell Times advert.  
 
Waste Education  
• Waste Wednesday social media posts ongoing. 
• Community education regarding potential changes to our services as part of 

the Waste Management Strategy are ongoing.  
• Clean Up Australia Day – promotion of event has commenced on our website 

and social media posts.  
 

Advocacy  
• Nil this month 
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Area Promotion/Marketing 
• Renewal of Sorell sign outside Rural Solutions ongoing. 
• Investigating refreshing the historical storyboards along the Waterway Trail. 
 
Social Media 
 

 
 

 
 

COMMUNITY CONSULTATION/ENGAGEMENT 
• Future Management of Dunalley Hall – Expression of Interest process 

commenced with submissions open Friday 8 December 2023 and closing 
5.00pm Friday 26 January 2024.    

• Reserve Management Plans – Initial consultation has now closed. 20 people 
attended the community session in Dodges Fery and 12 online submissions 
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received. Feedback has been collated and sent to North Barker for 
consideration and inclusion in the Draft Reserve Management Plans.  

• Natural Resource Management Environmental Advisory Group – First 
meeting held on Wednesday 29 November. 

• Service Providers Meeting – Held in the CWA Room on 6 December. 
• Seniors Advisory Group Meeting – Held in the South East Stadium on 12 

December. 
• Met with Regional Drought Resilience Program Coordinator for briefing on 

Project.  
• Communication and Engagement Strategy – commenced review and update 

of the C&E Strategy. Workshopped with Councillors on 5 December. Will 
engage with the community before finalising the draft.  

 
MEDIA  
• Nil this month 
 
ARTS AND CULTURE 
• Sorell 22: Country to Coast – Premiere successfully held and received 

numerous positive feedback. 
 
COMMUNITY COLLABORATIONS 
• Southern Tasmanian Poultry Club – Council has again partnered with the Club 

to hold another poultry amnesty at the Sorell Memorial Hall back car park on 
Saturday 10 February at 10.00am. The purpose of the amnesty is to provide 
an opportunity for people to surrender their poultry instead of them ending 
up in the local environment.  

• Carlton Park Surf Life Saving Club – Construction of storage shed for beach 
wheelchairs is complete. Will liaise with the Club, Bendigo Bank Sorell and 
Districts and Rotary Club of Sorell who contributed funding to organise a 
media event to promote the project.  

 
COMMUNITY GRANTS PROGRAM 
Community Grants 
• Sorell RSL 
• Sorell Community Network 
• Southern Tasmania Country Music 
 
Individual Achievement 
• Charlie Ashford – Tasmania U14 Basketball Team to compete in the Australian 

Junior Country Basketball Cup in Albury/Wodonga. 
• Oliver Morgan - Tasmania All Schools Athletics team to compete in the 

national competition in Perth. 
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Quick Response 
• Nil this month 
 
EVENTS 
• Australia Day Awards – Planning ongoing for our Australia Day Awards 

presentation event for 2024. 
 
CORPORATE ADMINISTRATION  
Right to Information   
• No Right to Information Requests were received. 
 
Policies under review  
Policy Policy Type Update 
Enforcement Policy Council Review complete. Associated 

Enforcement Procedure 
developed. Both require Council 
workshop before adoption. 

Fraud and Corruption Prevention Council Review complete. Requires 
Council approval. 

Property Access Policy Council Review complete - for Council 
approval January. 

Code of Tendering Council Officer review underway. 
Motor Vehicle Management Review complete. Requires 

delegate approval. 
Disposal of Council Goods & 
Equipment 

Management Review complete. Sent for 
delegate approval. 

Investment Policy Council Officer review nearing 
completion. 

Fees Refund and Remission Council Review complete. Requires 
Council approval. 

Acknowledgement of Traditional 
Owners Policy 

Council Officer review underway.  

Audio Recording of Council 
Meetings 

Council Review complete - for Council 
approval January. 

Related Party Disclosures Policy Management Officer review nearing 
completion. 

Credit Card Policy Management Review complete. Sent for 
delegate approval. 

Asset Management Policy Council Officer review underway. 
Personal Information Protection 
Policy 

Council Officer review complete. 
Requires Council approval. 
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Leases & Licences  
• Sorell Football Club Lease – Negotiations ongoing. 
• Dodges Ferry Rec Centre – Variation to Lease negotiations re: Canteen. 
• Dodges Ferry Ambulance Station – Renewal of Lease in progress. 
• NBN Co – Land lease renewal Carlton. 
• Pittwater Community Centre Inc. - Lease renewal Neighbourhood House. 
• Primrose Sands Community Centre Inc. - Lease renewal. 
 

10.4 PLANNING – SHANE WELLS, MANAGER 
 
Analysis of planning applications received year to date including December 2023.   
 

 
 
During the month of December 2023, no requests to waive Planning fees were 
considered. 
 
DELEGATED AUTHORITY  
During the month of December 2023, a total of 22 Planning 
Approvals/Permits/Refusals/Exemptions have been issued including: 
 

1 Applications approved as Permitted Development; issued under delegated 
authority. 

1 Applications presented as Permitted Developments for Council consideration at 
SPA/Council Meeting. 

0 Application presented as Section 56 Amendment for Council consideration at 
SPA/Council Meeting. 
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0 Application received which complied with Section 56 Minor Amendment, issued 
under delegated authority. 

2 Applications received which complied with requirements for No Permit Required 
(not requiring a Planning Permit).  

1 Applications received which complied with requirements for No Permit Required 
(not requiring a Planning Permit), for Council consideration at SPA/Council 
Meeting. 

0 Application with the requirements for General Exemptions/Not applicable. 
16 Applications approved as Discretionary Developments; issued under delegated 

authority. 
4 Applications presented as Discretionary Developments for Council consideration at 

SPA/Council Meeting. 
 
The following is a summary of approvals/permits issued for December 2023. 
 

Description Application 
Type 

 Property Address Value Of Work 

Office alterations (two 
tenancies) 

Discretionary 36 Cole Street, Sorell $75,000.00 

Dwelling Discretionary 24 Sunningdale 
Close, Midway Point 

$420,845.00 

Dwelling Discretionary 6 Renmore Court, 
Carlton 

$418,515.00 

Dwelling Discretionary 7 Miena Drive, Sorell $420,000.00 
Two Shipping Containers No Permit 

Required 
11 Arthur Street, 
Sorell 

$200.00 

Vehicle Parking (Cark Park) Permitted 271 Penna Road, 
Penna 

$25,000.00 

Dwelling & Outbuilding Discretionary 4 Cootamundra 
Court, Dodges Ferry 

$370,000.00 

Intensification of approved 
use for education and 
occasional care 

Discretionary 24 McKinly Street, 
Midway Point 

$10,000.00 

Additions & Alterations to 
Dwelling & New Outbuilding 

Discretionary 549 Shark Point 
Road, Penna 

$250,000.00 

Additions & Alterations to 
Dwelling 

No Permit 
Required 

74 Tiger Head Road, 
Dodges Ferry 

$63,000.00 



  

  
AGENDA 
ORDINARY COUNCIL MEETING 
16 JANUARY 2024 

 

19 

Signage Discretionary 25 Tiger Head Road, 
Dodges Ferry 

$15,000.00 

Outbuilding Discretionary 9 Ocean Grove, 
Carlton 

$20,000.00 

Two Temporary Classrooms Discretionary 538 Old Forcett 
Road, Dodges Ferry 

$250,000.00 

Additions to Dwelling (roof 
over decks) & New Ancillary 
Dwelling 

Discretionary 101 Reynolds Road, 
Midway Point 

$150,000.00 

Additions & Alterations to 
dwelling 

Permitted 2057 Arthur 
Highway, Copping 

$110,000.00 

Change of Use (Dwelling to 
Visitor Accommodation) 

Discretionary 1 Bayview Court, 
Sorell 

$0.00 

Outbuilding Discretionary 10 Provence Drive, 
Carlton 

$10,000.00 

Dwelling Discretionary 94 Fresne Way, Sorell $350,000.00 
Additions & Alterations to 
Dwelling 

Discretionary 56 Franklin Street, 
Lewisham 

$200,000.00 

Garage No Permit 
Required 

2 Fresne Way, Sorell $11,900.00 

Outbuilding Discretionary 57 Carlton Bluff 
Road, Primrose 
Sands 

$16,000.00 

199 lot subdivision plus 
public open space 

Discretionary 8 Cole Street, Sorell 
and adjoining land to 
the east (CT 
181114/1) 
(previously known as 
5 Arthur Highway) 
with access from 
Clifton Drive and 
Cole Street and with 
works to adjoining 
Council land 

$15,000,000 

 
No Refusals were issued for December 2023. 
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Planning permits issued year for 2023 
Planning Applications approved year to date including December 2023. 

 
 
SORELL PLANNING AUTHORITY (SPA)  
The Sorell Planning Authority (SPA) met on the 5th and 12th December 2023 and 
determined the following matters: 
• Approval of two containers at Pembroke Park (5.2023.327.1); 
• Approval of public car park at 271 Penna Road, Penna (5.2023.320.1); 
• Approval of dwelling at 4 Cootamundra Court, Dodges Ferry (5.2023.306.1); 
• Approval of intensification of childcare centre at 24 McKinly Street, Midway 

Point (5.2022.304.1); 
• Declined to initiate and certify a planning scheme amendment to rezone land 

from residential to general business at 2 Pawleena Road, Sorell (5.2022.354.1); 
• Approval of signage regarding red handfish awareness at 25 Tiger Head Road, 

Dodges Ferry (5.2023.284.1); and 
• Approval of 199 lot subdivision at 8 Cole Street, Sorell and other land 

(7.2022.10.1). 
 

APPEALS  
Item Appeal Status 
5.2023.136.1 - 20 units at 29 Tasman Highway, 
Sorell – Appeal lodged by applicant regarding 
stormwater conditions. 

Directions hearing held 

7.2022.10.1 - subdivision at 8 Cole Street, Sorell 
– Appeal lodged by applicant regarding sewer 
and footbridge contributions. 

Directions hearing scheduled 
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5.2022.304.1 - childcare centre at 24 McKinly 
Street, Midway Point – Appeal lodged by 
representors against approval. 

Directions hearing scheduled 

5.2023.266.1 - shed at 57 Carlton Bluff Road, 
Primrose Sands – Appeal against request for 
additional information. 

Appeal lodged outside of time and not 
yet accepted as valid 

 
STRATEGIC PLANNING  

Item Status (* indicates update since prior 
month) 

New - State Planning Office (SPO) - Improving 
Residential Standards in Tasmania Project 
(General Residential Zone and Low Density 
Residential Zone). 

Discussion Paper released 8 December 
2023 with comments due 2 February 
2024 (*) 

Outer Hobart Residential Supply and Demand 
Study. 

Delayed and due end of December 
2023 (*) 

State Planning Office (SPO) – Tasmanian 
Planning Policies. 

Exhibition period has completed.  TPC 
hearings in October 2023 through to 
January 2024. 

State Planning Office (SPO) – Five Year Review 
of State Planning Provisions. 

SPO have prioritised action items for 
the review process. 

State Planning Office (SPO) – Regional planning 
framework and structure planning guidelines. 

Consultation report released 22 May 
2023, available at 
www.planningreform.tas.gov.au. 

Regional Land Use Strategy Update. Regional Coordinator Role filled and 
project commenced. 

 
NATURAL RESOURCE MANAGEMENT  
Following key activities were conducted: 
• Infrared cameras installed at various locations around PWOL in Midway Point 

and Penna.  
• Reserve Management plans for five reserves progressing.  
• Interim Fire management plan for Dodges Ferry Rec Reserve prepared and 

recommendations were provided to manage the hazard management area. 
• Blue Lagoon hydrological and ecological study underway. 
• Management plans for Serrated Tussock infested properties in Primrose 

Sands underway.  
• Attended workshop on Local government Climate Capability Program.  

http://www.planningreform.tas.gov.au/
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• Various site inspections for weeds around municipality and removal 
underway.  

 
DEVELOPMENT ASSESSMENT  
The following table provides details of the overall Planning, Plumbing and Building 
Applications processed for the years 2017, 2018, 2019, 2020, 2021 & 2022 together 
with current yearly figures up to and including December 2023. 
 

 
 
DEVELOPMENT ENGINEERING  
Development Engineering is continuing to actively undertake the assessment, 
inspection, and monitoring of approved developments and subdivisions under 
design and construction. 
 
Engineering Audits for the construction of new municipal infrastructure (including 
roadways, kerb & gutter, footpaths, driveways, and stormwater pipeline and 
manhole infrastructure) are consistently required and regularly meeting the 
Council’s standard requirements. 
 
Developments under assessment are as follows: 
• Midway Point – 195-227, 252 Penna Road, Stages 8 & 9. 
 
Developments under construction are as follows: 
• Primorse Sands – 6A & 8 Correa Street 6 Lots, and 
• Sorell – 17, 19A, 19B, 23 & 25 Nugent Road 6 Lots. 
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Developments likely to commence are as follows: 
• Dodges Ferry – 116A Bally Park Road (8 Lot Subdivision), 
• Midway Point – 15-17 Midway Point (1 Lot Subdivision), 
• Midway Point – 24 Raynors Road (2 Lot Subdivision), and 
• Primrose Sands – 3 Correa Street (2 Lot Subdivision). 
 

10.5 HEALTH AND COMPLIANCE – GREG ROBERTSON, MANAGER 
 
BUILDING  
Analysis of applications approved year to date including December 2023. These 
include (Permit/Notifiable/Low Risk/Substantial Compliance). 
 

 
 
Details of applications that were approved in December 2023 (details below). 
These include: 
• 1 Permits 
• 15 Notifiable 
• 5 Low Risk 
• 0 Substantial Compliance  
 

Property Address Propose Use Of Building Value Of Work 
1D Okines Road, Dodges Ferry Boat Storage Shed $80,000.00 
1 Paneminner Street, Dodges Ferry Solar Panel Installation $2,000.00 
2 Erica Road, Primrose Sands Dwelling $250,000.00 
4 Oakmont Road, Midway Point Dwelling $570,000.00 
43 Provence Drive, Carlton Shed $35,000.00 
14 Sunningdale Close, Midway Point Dwelling $669,000.00 
23 Parnella Road, Dodges Ferry Solar Panels $13,480.00 
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812 Marchwiel Road, Bream Creek Visitor Accommodation $900,000.00 
8 Miena Drive, Sorell AMENDMENT - Dwelling $0.00 
507 Kellevie Road, Kellevie Shed $60,000.00 
8 Verdant Close, Sorell Dwelling $350,000.00 
41 Sweetwater Road, Midway Point Dwelling $557,000.00 
250 Sugarloaf Road, Carlton River Dwelling $200,000.00 
85 Federation Drive, Sorell Dwelling with Attached Garage $360,000.00 
7 Miena Drive, Sorell Dwelling and Garage $560,000.00 
223B Old Forcett Road, Forcett Stage 3: New Building $300,000.00 
16 Colleen Crescent, Primrose Sands Outbuilding $20,000.00 
28 Susans Bay Road, Primrose Sands Awning Addition $13,655.00 
999 Nugent Road, Wattle Hill Outbuilding $9,800.00 
164 Bally Park Road, Dodges Ferry Outbuilding (Shed) $13,590.00 
16B Fitzroy Street, Sorell Outbuilding $12,500.00 

 
During the month of December 2023, no requests to waive building and plumbing 
fees were considered. 
 
BUILDING COMPLIANCE 
Council compliance officers are continuing to investigate and inspect any incoming 
complaints in relation to potential illegal construction of works on a weekly basis.  
 
During the month of December 2023, we received no new complaints that required 
further investigation.  
 

 
 
There were 2 on-site inspections completed for the month of December. 
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We often receive other incoming queries/complaints that do not require 
inspections that can be completed as they comply or are low risk work not requiring 
permits. 
 
Below statistics reflective of Notices/Orders issued for December 2023: 
 

Building Notices issued: 3 
Building Order issued: 3 
Building Order (Including Notices) revoked:  0 
Infringement Notices issued: 0 
Emergency Order issued: 0 
Planning Show Cause Letter Sent: 5 
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PLUMBING  
Analysis of applications approved year to date including December 2023.  These 
include (Permit/Notifiable/Low Risk).   
 
Details of applications that were processed in December 2023 (details below). 
These include: 

 
• 8 Permits 
• 9 Notifiable 
• 8 Low Risk 

 

 
 

 
 
In December 40 plumbing inspections were conducted for new and existing 
plumbing works. These works are current Plumbing Permits and Certificates of 
Likely Compliance.  
  
Jacob Ford left his position as Plumbing Surveyor at the end of December, we thank 
him for all his hard work and excellent customer service.  
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Ross Young has been appointed in the role and comes to Council with extensive 
plumbing experience in Local and State Government. 

 
ENVIRONMENTAL HEALTH 

Building Act 2016 

Onsite wastewater management assessments completed for Plumbing Permit 
applications.   

The operator of a commercial property in the Southern Beaches which discharges 
wastewater into Pittwater has not yet been resolved.   An Environment Protection 
has been issued requiring the works to be completed by September 2023. An 
inspection was completed in December and works have not commenced. The 
Licensee has engaged a plumbing business to install a new wastewater treatment 
system, a design has been finalised and been sent to the Licensee at the end of 
December 2023.  

Before work can commence a plumbing permit is required.  

Land Use Planning & Approval Act 1993 

Development and subdivision application assessments completed including, new 
houses in the Southern Beaches (where the Southern Beach On-site Wastewater 
and Stormwater Special Area Plan applies). Final subdivision plans were assessed to 
ensure compliance with permit conditions.   

Food Act 2003 

All Food businesses have renewed their registrations certificates and inspections 
are ongoing to ensure registration of food business is consistent with the Food 
Standards Code. 2 Food business safety assessments were conducted during 
December 2023.  The EHO is continuing to work with Registered Food businesses 
in Sorell municipality to introduce the Food Safety Supervisor requirements.  Follow 
up inspections will be required to improve food safety culture and education and 
ensure food business comply with Food safety Standards.    

Public Health Act 1997 

In accordance with the Tasmanian Drinking Water Quality Guidelines 2015 
reporting and registrations of Private water suppliers and Water carriers 
progressing with inspections and compliance with Appendix A – ADWG Health 
Guideline Values:  Microbiological and non-microbiological sampling. 

Immunisation workshop held to discuss upcoming changes to school based 
immunisation program.  Liaison with Indie and Sorell School contacts to set dates 
for Yr 7 and yr 10 vaccination program.  
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Place of Assembly application for a music festival at Nugent was issued by the EHO 
for an event on 30 December 2023 to 1 January 2024.  Liaison with Sorell Police, 
Liquor licensing and assessment of noise, traffic, emergency, and risk management 
plans to ensure public health safety during the two-day festival.   

Recreational water quality monitoring commenced with three officers performing 
a calibration exercise to ensure methodology is consistent with the A/NZS 
5667.9:1998 Water quality sampling Guidance on sampling from marine waters.  All 
samples have reported good water quality.   

Environmental Management & Pollution Control Act 1994 (EMPCA) 

Assessment and issue of an EPN to a level 1 activity in Sorell.  Inspections and 
conditions discussions with the owner to ensure best environmental practices are 
performed and met. 

Noise and odour issues from the limited industrial area continues to be an ongoing 
issue. Noise monitoring was undertaken to investigate noise from a generator in 
Dodges Ferry. Waste dumping, trail bikes, roosters and offensive odour complaints 
were also received. 

Enforcement action commenced in October 2023 for a land filling activity in 
Lewisham. The enforcement notices issued were not complied with and Council 
engaged a contractor to remove the tyres and fill, works commenced on 19 
December 2023 and were completed on 22 December 2023.  

Over 280 tyres were removed and taken to the Mornington Park Transfer station. 

Approximately 40 truckloads of fill were removed from the protected zone under 
the Urban and Drainage Act and the area returned to its original state. 
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Waste Management  

1. Southern Tasmanian Regional Waste Authority – officer group meeting 

• Cleanaway provided a monthly update on materials processed at the Material 
Recycling Facility (MRF), including data on recycling rates and commodity 
prices.  

• Included a presentation from Matt Eiszele of Cleanaway on works at the MRF 
at Derwent Park, including a new cardboard shed. Hours at the MRF have 
been extended to expand processing and be more convenient for customers. 
An additional 10 staff have been employed.  

• Matt also gave an update on materials commodity pricing, cardboard value 
has increased, but sea freight remains an issue. Cleanaway are working on 
educational materials for the community to; clarify how to recycle and what 
is and isn’t recyclable and avoiding contamination. 

• MRA consulting are preparing a litter management plan for the Southern 
Region, member of STRWA participated in a workshop to provide information 
and feedback that will assist MRA finalise the plan. 

2. Preparing tender documents for bulk greenwaste & hardwaste, intending to 
advertise at the end of January/early Feb and present to the March/April 
Council meeting. 

3. Preparing FAQs for Councils website to provide residents with further 
information on waste management services. 

4. Additional front lift bins and waste collections were provided at Recycling 
Centres in December. Whilst this did not prevent waste dumping and 
littering; it was considerably better than in previous years. Thanks to Veolia 
staff for their efforts during the busy Christmas new year period. 

Street Stall / Public place permits 

Several enquiries were received and one noise complaint from a generator 
associated with a food vendor was investigated.  

Shark Point Road Sewerage extension 

TasWater have approved the sewerage design, tenders received were higher than 
expected and none were accepted. Council is continuing discussions with TasWater 
to determine how the project can be progressed given their prior commitment to 
carrying out the works. 

Dodges Ferry School sewage lagoons 

TasWater conducted a stakeholder meeting regarding the new sewage treatment 
system for the school and Okines House in November 2023. The school is 
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expanding, and the existing lagoons are deteriorating and need to be 
decommissioned to enable to school to continue to service the community. 

TasWater have indicated that they are committed to undertaking the project 
development and design and funding the implementation.  Since this meeting, they 
have continued to develop the project and provided an update on the current 
estimated timeframes (below). Given the immediate demand for additional 
classroom capacity Council has advised these should be reviewed and reduced: 
  
• Scope development and Planning Process (8/1/23 – 30/8/24)  
• Engagement with stakeholders and planning support 
• Council STP Planning approvals. 
• Finalised Stakeholder review and community consultation 
• Detailed Design and Cost estimation (2/09/24 – 30/05/25)  
• Procure design consultant 
• 50% stakeholder design review 
• 100% stakeholder design review 
• Prepare tender specifications  
• Cost estimation 
• Onsite disposal system construction (2/06/25 – 6/03/26)  
• Procurement and contact award 
• Construction 
• Commissioning 
 
COMPLIANCE  

Infringements issued for Nuisance Dogs (including Dog at large and 
unregistered dogs) 

5 

Infringement issued for Taking a Dog into a restricted area 4  
Reported Dog attacks on livestock or other Dogs 4 
Reported Dog attacks on people 1 
Dogs impounded 7 
Nuisance created by animals including dogs (Noise/Odour) 
Parking infringements/Cautions  

7 

Fire Hazard Abatement notices issued 14 
Door knocks Properties visited for unregistered dogs 0 
New Dog Registrations as a result of door knocks 0 
Dog Abatement Notice/infringement Notice (currently being appealed to the 
Magistrates court) 

2 
 

Infringement issued By-Laws 1 
 
Dogs 
Council officers have patrolled the beaches weekdays and conducted a Sunday 
patrol enforcing current restrictions on beaches. 
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Planning Compliance  
6 Complaints were received and investigated, these included: 

• Erection of illegal signage on Council land and the operation of a business 
in a residential area. 

 
Parking 
Compliance staff dealt with a large number of minor traffic parking offences which 
included parking on footpaths and exceeding time restrictions outside local 
businesses. 
 
Compliance Enforcement 
The Senior Compliance Officer arranged and co-ordinated contractors involved 
with the clean-up of Townsends Lagoon. 
 

10.6 INFRASTRUCTURE AND ASSETS – JULIE MANN, MANAGER 
 
CAPITAL WORKS - TRANSPORT AND STORMWATER 
There are several Capital Works projects that are being designed, advertised for 
construction, about to commence construction, have commenced or achieved 
practical completion across our Municipality. 
 
Capital Works projects within the design phase: 
• Parnella Road, Dodges Ferry - Kerb and stormwater upgrade for road sheet 

flow control.  
• Whitlam Court, Lewisham – Stormwater 
• Shamrock Court, Carlton – Stormwater Outfall remediation - Design 

commenced (internal). 
• Junction Street, Dodges Ferry – Footpath renewal - Design commenced 

(internal). 
• Lewisham Scenic Drive, Lewisham – Footpath renewal (Hurst to Mary) 
• Seventh Avenue – Major SW upgrade, received first draft of the design 

drawings.  
 
Capital Works construction projects within the procurement process. 
• Tamarix Road, Primrose Sands – new gravel path – internal design 

complete. Contractor to be awarded in early Jan 2024. 
• Bay Road, Marion Bay – Road reconstruction and associated stormwater 

upgrade – agenda item / recommendation will go to Jan 2024 meeting.   
• Marion Bay Road, Bream Creek– Emergency Reconstruction is currently 

out for tender. 
• Primrose Sands Road and Grevillea Street Reconstruction, Primrose Sands 

is currently out for tender.  
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Capital Works Under Active Construction:  
• Pawleena Road Reconstruction – Stage 2– C-22-T-007 – Road sealed with 

final coat complete.  
• Nugent Road Reconstruction, Nugent – C-23-T-004 – works have concluded. 
• Lewisham scenic drive (Gregory St to Mary St) Footpath renewal – 

contractor has commenced.  
 
CAPITAL WORKS - LAND IMPROVEMENTS AND BUILDINGS 
Footpaths   
• Red Ochre Beach Access – No Change 
• Sorell Streetscape  

o Stage 3 (Fitzroy St to Sommerville St) works to commence shortly the 
sections chosen will be to minimise disturbance on the busier retail 
outlets. 

o Working on Stage 4 design. 
o New seating has arrived and the installation in Gordon St has 

commenced. 
o New bin surrounds and planter boxes are expected to arrive in the New 

Year. 
 
Vulnerable Road User Program 
• Gate Five Rd – No change 
 
Pembroke Park – BMX Bike Track 
• Various components: 

o Currently waiting Fence quote.  
o Due to Christmas and New Year Break, additional temporary site 

fencing has been installed. 
o Start mound slab and asphalt application completed. And a final 

polymer surface to the straights expected to be applied in early 
February.  

 
BUILDINGS    
Train Shed - No Change 

• The drawing pack has been produced by the architect and is currently being 
reviewed by the building surveyor for compliance, once approval has been 
given the drawings will be sent to Heritage Tasmania for their approval. 

 

Southeast Jobs Hub – No Change 
• Architect and consultants brief for design has been prepared and has been 

sent out for quotes. 
• Design quote requests close on 12th January 2024. 
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Sorell Function Centre 
• No change - Cost estimate has been reviewed, comment made and 

forwarded to GM. 
 
Southeast Stadium 
• Has been now been capitalised in Q2. 
• No Change - Ongoing correspondence between Council, VOS and building 

surveyor regarding the leaking hydrant line and we note: 
o VOS has engaged their plumber to test the hydrant mains with the 

result showing a major leak is present.  
o The plumber is returning on 6th December to continue searching for 

the leak with Archers using their leak detection technology. 
 
Sorell Memorial Hall 
• No change - Upcoming meeting with stakeholders to discuss user 

requirements, in the new year. Basically, having less budget than required 
means that adjustments need to be made such as utilising existing facilities 
where possible with potential renovations e.g. New carpet, air conditioning 
etc. 

 
ASSETS, GIS & ICT UPDATES 
• Senior Project Manager – Transport and Stormwater commences Jan 15th.   
• Deflection testing for Brinktop Road and Penna Road, currently being 

analysed and a treatment proposal for 24/25 capital program.  
• Asset strategy is currently being updated.  A Draft Asset Policy has been 

written and will go to Audit panel alongside the finished draft Asset Strategy.  
• Q2 Capitalisation processes completed.  
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10.7 ROADS AND STORMWATER -DAVID REARDON, MANAGER 
 
All Supervisors and Programmers have implemented project plans on all 
maintenance work that falls outside business-as-usual practices.  
 
CRM’s 

 
Road Maintenance and Repairs 
 

Priority 1 Urgent - 1 Day 
Priority 2 Important- 6 Weeks 
Priority 3  Required - 16 Weeks 
Priority 4 Maintenance - 26 Weeks 
Priority 5 Monitor - 52 Weeks 
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Unsealed Road Crew 

 
 
• Grading on Kellevie Road, Bream Creek Road, Bay Road, Marion Bay Road, 

and White Hill Road. 
• Top up gravel on Wiggins Road. 
• Potholes on Shark Point Road, Heatherbell Road, and Alomes Road. 
• Realign drain on Nugent Road. 
 
Road inspections carried out 
• Major Unsealed Roads. 
 
Sealed Road Crew 

 
• Blocked Culvert on Nugent Road. 
• Linemarking on Dubs and Co Drive, Lewisham Scenic Drive, and Tiger Head 

Road. 
 
Road inspections carried out 
• Major Roads 
 
Roadside Furniture 
• Signs/Guideposts on Tamarix Road, Connellys Marsh Road, Main Road, 

Casuarina Close, Penna Road, Signal Hill Road, Shark Point Road, Parsonage 
Place, and Brinktop Road. 

• Footpath Repairs on Station Lane. 
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Stormwater Crew 

 
 
• Clean drains at Primrose Sands Road, Susans Bay Road, Church Street East, 

Constance Street, Florence Street, North Street, Penna Road, Grierson Drive, 
and Valleyfield Road. 

• Repair Kerb on Devenish Drive, and Nash Street. 
• Repair Drain on Boobyalla Street, and Imlay Street. 
• Clean Headwall on Lourah Street. 
• Flush Culverts/Pits on Marshton Lane. 
• Outfall on Esplanade, Esplanade West, Grevillea Street, Bay Street, and 

Tamarix Road. 
• Repair Pump Station on Nerine Street. 
• Pump GPT in Pembroke Park. 
• GPT Inspections Zone 1. 
• Outfall Inspections Zone 1. 
• Routing inspections Zone 2 and Zone 3. 
 

10.8 FACILITIES AND RECREATION – SONIA PULLEN, MANAGER 
 
Meetings Attended: 
• Leadership Team Meeting. 
• Capital Works Meeting. 
• Various onsite meetings with contractors and staff. 
• Multiple onsite Meeting with SBLC and contractors. 
• Southern Municipal Coordinators Liaison Group Meeting (Host). 
• South East Complex User Group Meeting. 
• Met with CEO Football Tasmania. 
• Met with Australian Police and Emergency Services Games Co-Ordinators. 
 
South East Stadium: 
• Facility inductions to key users of the stadium. 
• Promotion of the stadium beyond South East region to increase utilisation. 
• Communication to all facility users provided.  
• Various meetings regarding Stadium & Community Facilities.  
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• Ongoing liaison with Project Engineer and suppliers on various matters 
regarding defect corrections.  

• Ongoing liaison with local clubs and other future users of the stadium. 
   
Activities: 
• South East Netball Association 
• South East Basketball Association 
• South East United Football Club 
• Basketball Tasmania 
• South East United Football - Futsal 
• St Johns Catholic School 
• Individual hire 
 
FACILITY USAGE 
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LAND IMPROVEMENTS  
• Tree work – Various locations.  
• Ongoing mowing and maintenance for Parks, Reserves and Walkways.  
• CRM’s. 
• Finished Roadside Spraying.  
• Polaris Spraying.  
• Soft fall all parks.  
 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

FACILITY MAINTENANCE 
All Buildings - general maintenance requirements as per form 46. 

Priority 1  Urgent - 1 Day  
Priority 2  Important- 6 Weeks  
Priority 3   Required - 16 Weeks  
Priority 4  Maintenance - 26 Weeks  
Priority 5  Monitor - 52 Weeks  
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Repairs and maintenance summary per location, including vandalism related 
repairs and reactive maintenance: 
 
Vandalism events per location - Dec 23  
Location Vandalism related repairs Reactive maintenance 
Sorell 2 7 
Midway Point 0 2 
Dodges Ferry 2 2 
Carlton 0 2 
Primrose Sands 0 2 
Dunalley 0 3 
Copping/Marion Bay/Kellevie 0 1 
 

 
 
Overall vandalism events per month by month Overall vandalism events per month by month 
Month Vandalism related repairs Reactive maintenance 
Jul-22 10 29 
Aug-22 19 17 
Sep-22 13 24 
Oct-22 11 16 
Nov-22 17 14 
Dec-22 3 21 
Jan-23 10 14 
Feb-23 12 15 
Mar-23 11 26 
Apr-23 7 17 
May-23 8 17 
Jun-23 8 19 
Jul-23 11 26 
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Aug-23 10 13 
Sep-23 7 15 
Oct-23 12 16 
Nov-23 5 18 
Dec-23 4 19 

 

 
 
 

11.0 PETITIONS 
 

At the time of preparation of this agenda no petitions had been received. 
 
Previous petitions received 2023-2024 
Petition Tabled at 

Council 
Meeting 

Status 

Withdrawal of the Blue 
Lagoon Draft 
Management Plan 

18 July 2023 Council laid on the table for further 
consultancy on review and investigate 
options for stormwater management at 
Blue Lagoon.  Variation to the operating 
budget approved at August Council 
meeting. 
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12.0 LAND USE PLANNING 
 
The Mayor advised in accordance with the provisions of Part 2 Regulation 25 of the 
Local Government (Meeting Procedures) Regulations 2015, the intention of the 
Council to act as a planning authority pursuant to the Land Use Planning and 
Approvals Act 1993 is to be noted. 
 
In accordance with Regulation 25, the Council will act as a planning authority in 
respect to those matters appearing under item 12 on this agenda, inclusive of any 
supplementary items. 
 

12.1 SORELL PLANNING AUTHORITY MINUTES 
 
RECOMMENDATION 
 
“That the minutes of the Sorell Planning Authority (“SPA”) Meetings of 5th and 12th 
December 2023 be noted.” 
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13.0 GOVERNANCE 
 

13.1 MOTION PASSED AT THE COUNCIL ANNUAL GENERAL MEETING 
REGARDING BONESEED IN THE MUNICIPALITY 
 
RECOMMENDATION 
 
“That Council use any means available to remove boneseed in my area and the 
municipality more broadly.” 
 
INTRODUCTION 
 
Diedre Biggar moved a motion for Council to use any means available to remove 
boneseed from the Dodges Ferry area and the municipality more broadly.  The 
motion was seconded with all electors present voting in favour of the motion. 
 
GENERAL MANAGER’S COMMENT 
 
Council acknowledges the significant environmental challenge posed by Boneseed. 
Boneseed is a declared weed under the Biosecurity Regulation 2019 and recognised 
as a Weed of National Significance. The infestation of Boneseed is not only 
widespread throughout the municipality, particularly in coastal areas, but also 
poses a serious threat to the local ecosystem. Its capacity to produce prolific seeds, 
which can germinate in a wide range of soils with a high success rate, has led to a 
significant spread. These seeds are easily transported by birds, wind, water, and 
other animals, making containment a complex task. The weed sees no boundary, 
thereby escalating the problem beyond individual properties and into the broader 
municipality. 
 
Council's Actions 
1. Strategic approach for Control: The Council is progressing towards effective 
management of Boneseed via a strategic approach. Last year marks the start of 
preparing Reserve Management Plans for five reserves, providing a framework for 
managing weeds, including Boneseed. As part of the CERMP project, Council has 
been working with property owners and the Crown in the highly significant 
ecological area of the Carlton estuary by preparing a management plan. 
 
2. Active Spraying: There is ongoing spraying in roadside and road reserves to curb 
the spread of Boneseed. This is a yearly event and where there is significant 
infestation, we contract a specialist to eradicate from the area by manual removal. 
 
3. Public Awareness Campaigns: The Council leverages its social media platforms, 
website, newsletters, and other communication channels to educate and make 
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local landowners aware of their responsibility to control and eradicate Boneseed 
from their properties. 
 
4. Collaboration with PWS: The Council is in constant communication with Parks 
and Wildlife Service (PWS) to manage Boneseed infestations on Crown properties. 
 
5. Community Engagement: Recognising the power of community, Council supports 
local groups in their efforts to combat Boneseed, assisting in working bees and 
other initiatives. 
 
The Council acknowledges that the challenge of managing Boneseed extends 
beyond the municipality's boundaries. Boneseed's ability to spread indiscriminately 
requires an integrated approach involving local landowners, community groups, 
and Government agencies.  
 
The Road Ahead 
Understanding that managing Boneseed requires a strategic and long-term 
approach, Council has developed a comprehensive weed strategy. Currently in its 
draft stage and pending further consultation, this strategy will provide a pathway 
for weed management within the municipality. This strategic plan is not just a 
response to the current situation but a proactive measure to safeguard the 
municipality's environment for future generations. 
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13.2 MOTION PASSED AT THE COUNCIL ANNUAL GENERAL MEETING 
REGARDING AIR SERVICES AUSTRALIA FLIGHT PATHS 
 

RECOMMENDATION 
 
“That Council; 
1. Supply a copy of questions / answers put to Air Services Australia by Council 

on 17th October and supply the date on which those questions were 
answered. 

2. As Council has a duty of care re: noise we ask that you request Air Services 
Australia to alleviate the current situation and install one of the 2 viable 
alternatives that have been deemed both feasible and safe by Air Services. 
Copies of this correspondence be supplied to ratepayers as / when requested. 

3. Pursue the issue of obtaining acceptable noise abatement with Air Services 
on behalf of residents directly affected by RW30 Flight Path and provide 
copies of all correspondence to ratepayers affected or as requested. 

4. All community meetings organised by Air Services be attended by a 
Councillor/s. 

5. If Air Services continues to act recklessly and without due regard to affected 
residents then Council, if and when requested by affected residents, 
approach the Air Noise Ombudsman on their behalf.” 

 
INTRODUCTION 
 
Sharon Fotheringham moved a motion regarding Air Services Australia, in particular 
questions regarding the Runway 30 flight path and its impact on the residents of 
the Southern Beaches area. A printed copy of the Motion in detail was provided 
and is attached below.  
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GENERAL MANAGER’S COMMENT 
 
1. Refer to Table 1 below. 

 
2. Subsequent to the Council Briefing with ASA on 17 October 2023, they have 

released an update on their website  
 

https://engage.airservicesaustralia.com/hobart-community (copy set out as 
Table 2.) 
 
This references further investigation and community engagement will take 
place in early 2024 on Package 2 (which relates to the two alternative paths 
and moving path further east).   

 
3. Refer to previous response as Airservices has committed to further 

community engagement on NAP in early 2024.  
  
4. Noted. 
 
5. Noted.  

 
Table 1: ASA responses to questions raised at Council Briefing held on 17 October 
2023 (received 29th November 2023) 
 

Q1: Why, in their online survey about proposed noise-sharing time slots, did Airservices 
Australia (ASA) give equal consideration to responses from individuals living a significant 
distance from the Runway 30 RNP-AR flight path as they did to those directly impacted by 
the noise under the current flight paths in their decision to discontinue the noise-sharing 
trial? 

Response: Airservices provides the opportunity for all community members to participate in 
consultation on airspace and flight path changes including their use in Noise Abatement 
Procedures (NAPs) that may affect them. The members of the community who participated 
in the NAP trial survey have expressed their individual views as to how the noise might be 
shared on the existing flight paths and we recognise that members of the community may 
experience noise in a unique way and should have opportunity to share their lived 
experience including how they perceive these impacts on their lives. It is not appropriate 

https://engage.airservicesaustralia.com/hobart-community
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for Airservices to discount a community members lived experience based on distance alone 
and therefore we did not limit the opportunity to respond to the NAPs Trial survey. 

Q2: Can ASA explain the logic they used when they moved the arrivals path from Dunalley to 
Carlton/Carlton River/Primrose Sands, affecting 365+ households with aircraft at 2,500'. 
Why didn't ASA place the RNP-AR track two to three kilometres east of Carlton/Carlton 
River/Primrose Sands in the first instance, where only 15 households would be affected 
with aircraft at 4,000'? 

Response: • The previous airspace design relied on an older form of navigation using the Very High 
Frequency Omnirange Station (VOR). As traffic levels increase, the standardisation of 
flight paths is a key safety measure which reduces complexity for pilots and air traffic 
controllers. These changes build separation standards into the airspace design for 
departing and arriving aircraft and enable pilots to improve fuel management and 
reduce emissions with the use on board systems.  

• Standard Instrument Arrival Routes (STARs) and Standard Instrument Departures 
(SIDs) were implemented to improve safety and predictability of aircraft movements 
to and from Hobart Airport.  

• Following the initial airspace change in 2017 and the subsequent ANO investigation 
which initiated the Hobart Airspace Design Review, there has been extensive 
consultation completed with the Hobart community for the flight paths that were 
implemented in November 2019.  

• The “Previous Documents” section of the Hobart Airspace Design Review Engage 
Airservices page, located on the bottom right of the page, provides the relevant 
historical information see Hobart Airspace Design Review | Engage Airservices 
(airservicesaustralia.com).  

• The Post Implementation Review (PIR) of the airspace design completed in April 2022 
reviewed a number of suggested improvements and options including reverting to the 
previous way of managing air traffic. One concept was to move the RNP-AR 2-3km to 
the east of its current location. Detailed assessment of the proposed flight path is 
underway to ascertain if the change can be implemented. Prior to implementation, 
community engagement will need to be undertaken prior to any change. See the 
Hobart PIR final report 
(https://engage.airservicesaustralia.com/46094/widgets/319381/documents/229280) 
for more details on the suggested improvement. 

 
Q3.  Considering Hobart Airport's projected 40% increase in flight arrivals, why did ASA choose 

to concentrate flights in a narrow corridor at 2,500' over residential areas? 
Response: Airservices is responsible for separating aircraft from each other regardless of the growth 

of aviation and safety is always our first priority. 
We work to minimise the impacts of aviation on the environment and communities, 
wherever practicable, however, we are not able to guarantee any individual, community, 
public building or residential dwelling exemption from aircraft overflight. The current 
airspace design and location of flight paths provides strategic separation between arrivals 
and departures.  
Our PIR process provides an opportunity for community and industry to make suggestions 
for potential improvements which may be implemented if they are found to be safe, 
efficient, environmentally responsible and are subject to community engagement and 
feedback.  

https://engage.airservicesaustralia.com/hobart
https://engage.airservicesaustralia.com/hobart
https://engage.airservicesaustralia.com/46094/widgets/319381/documents/229280
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Q4: Why is ASA so hesitant to relocate the Runway 30 RNP-AR flight path further east, given 
the ICAO's allowance for steeper final banking turns, to minimise impact on populated 
areas without significantly affecting flight times and carbon emissions? Can we trust them 
to give serious consideration to community suggestions of relocation or will they use this 
as another delaying tactic? 

Response: The PIR of the airspace design completed in April 2022 reviewed a number of suggested 
improvements and options including the suggestion to move the RNP-AR 2-3km to the east 
of its current location. Detailed assessment of the proposed flight path is underway to 
ascertain if the change can be implemented. Prior to implementation, community 
engagement will need to be undertaken prior to any change.  

Q5: Given the Aircraft Noise Ombudsman's observation that ASA frequently prioritises industry 
interests over community interests, is this indicative of state capture by commercial airline 
operators? 

Response: After safety, Airservices seeks to strike a balance between several factors such as 
community, environment and efficiency. In many instances this results in a trade off or 
interdependency between these factors. Section 13 of the PIR shows the industry requested 
improvements which would significantly improve the efficiency, fuel burn and CO2 of 
current operations. Section 15 shows the recommended actions including community 
suggested improvements. We are progressing with these and will seek to find the best 
overall solution to the operation of Hobart’s airspace. 

 
Table 2: Airservices update on website dated 27 November 2023 

 
 
Review of Runway 30 NAP trial assessment outcome 

In August we published our decision to not proceed with the proposed Noise Abatement 
Procedure (NAP) trial for Runway 30 at Hobart Airport. The Aircraft Noise Ombudsman 
(ANO) reviewed this decision and has since requested that Airservices Australia 
reconsider this outcome. 

Airservices’ Chief Executive Officer completed a review of the decision, and he has 
requested that further work be completed to determine if the NAP trial should be 
implemented. 

This work includes: 

• additional engagement with community and industry on the operational requirements 
and exemptions to the NAP, along with the success criteria that would be applied to the 
NAP trial, should it be implemented 

• assessment of the safety and operational factors to be considered should a NAP trial 
be implemented, including determining if the risks are acceptable following applicable 
mitigations. 

The safety assessment work will be undertaken in parallel to industry engagement. We 
will then engage with the community on the outcomes. 

https://engage.airservicesaustralia.com/hobart-community/news_feed/review-of-nap-trial-assessment-outcome
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We anticipate engaging with the Hobart community in early 2024. 

Work is currently underway on the recommended actions in Package 2. We expect to 
commence engagement with the Hobart community on these proposals at the same 
time as the above. 
 
Package 2: Commencing Q1/Q2 2023 

Airservices is jointly considering all the recommended actions that require further 
airspace design, and associated assessments, to ensure a rigorous process for the 
consideration of any changes. These proposals are: 

Recommended action 4: Airservices will undertake further assessment of the community 
suggested change of moving the RWY30 RNP-AR STAR 2-3km to the east. 

Recommended action 6: Airservices will undertake further investigation of the community 
suggested flight path change to move RWY30 arrivals to the east coast (over water) to 
determine an appropriate STAR starting waypoint and validate the track miles 
assessment. 

Recommended action 7: Airservices will undertake further assessment of a suggested 
new RWY30 departure route (alternative 2) to New Zealand. 

Recommended action 8: Airservices will undertake further assessment of a suggested 
new RWY12 departure route (alternative 2) to New Zealand. 

Recommended action 9: Airservices will undertake further assessment of a suggested 
new RWY12 arrival route (alternative 1) from New Zealand. 

Recommended action 10: Airservices will undertake further assessment of a suggested 
new RWY30 arrival route (alternative 1) from New Zealand. 
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13.3 SAFEGUARDING CHILDREN & YOUNG PEOPLE POLICY   
 

RECOMMENDATION 
 
“That Council resolve to endorse the Safeguarding Children & Young People 
Policy.” 
 
 
Introduction  
 
The Safeguarding Children and Young People Policy outlines Council’s commitment 
to the safety and wellbeing of children and young people within our community 
and details how Council will ensure compliance with The Child and Youth Safe 
Organisations Act 2023 (Tas), Tasmanian Child and Youth Safe Standards and The 
Reportable Conduct Scheme. 
 
Strategic Plan 
 
2. To Ensure a Liveable & Inclusive Community  
4. Increased Community Confidence in Council   
 
Operational Plan 
 
NIL  
 
Policy 
 
NIL  
 
Asset Management Implications 
 
NIL  
 
Risk Management Implications 
 
The policy ensures that Council is complying with its obligations under the Child and 
Youth Safe Organisations Act 2023 (Tas), ensuring child safe practices are in place 
and compliance with the Tasmanian Child and Youth Safe Standards and the 
Reportable Conduct Scheme.  
 
Community Implications 
 
This policy demonstrates to the community Council’s commitment to the safety 
and wellbeing of children and young people within our community.   
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Report 
 
Council is committed to the safety of child and young people and is legally required 
to comply with the Child and Youth Safe Organisations Framework, which aims to 
protect children from abuse and harm. 
 
The Tasmanian Child and Youth Safe Standards (the Standards) outline how an 
organisation can develop a culture with child safety and wellbeing at its centre. The 
Standards contribute to preventing abuse and harm. They require organisations to 
meet a benchmark which ensures children and young people’s rights to safety and 
wellbeing are respected and upheld. 
 
Tasmania’s 10 Child and Youth Safe Standards mirror the National Principles for 
Child Safe Organisations which emerged from the work of the Royal Commission 
into Institutional Responses to Child Sexual Abuse. 
 
The Reportable Conduct Scheme (the Scheme) aligns closely with the Standards. 
The Scheme aims to improve how organisations respond to allegations of certain 
types of misconduct involving children/young people, committed by their workers 
and volunteers. 
 
The Scheme imposes legal obligations on the General Manager as head of the 
organisation to have systems in place to prevent child abuse, and if child abuse is 
alleged, to ensure allegations are brought to the attention of the appropriate 
persons for investigation and response, within the required timeframes. 
 
The Royal Commission into Institutional Responses to Child Sexual Abuse defined a 
role for Local Government under Recommendation 6.12 which states: 
 
“With support from governments at the national, state and territory levels, local 
governments should designate child safety officer positions from existing staff 
profiles to carry out the following functions: 
 
a) developing child safe messages in local government venues, grounds and 

facilities 
b) assisting local institutions to access online child safe resources 
c) providing child safety information and support to local institutions on a needs 

basis 
d) supporting local institutions to work collaboratively with key services to 

ensure child safe approaches are culturally safe, disability aware and 
appropriate for children from diverse backgrounds.” 

 
In developing this policy Council has been working with LGAT to understand how to 
best implement recommendation 6.12 in the context of the legislation and our 
limited resourcing. 
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LGAT continues to advocate to the national and state government for more support 
to local governments. Without additional support, Recommendation 6.12 is not 
something Council can currently fully embrace with our current resourcing.  
Sorell Council acknowledges it has a leadership role in our community to support  
relevant organisations to be child safe and promote child safe practices, and will 
work towards the functions of Recommendation 6.12 where possible. 
 
The Safeguarding Children and Young People Policy is presented to Council for 
endorsement.  
 
 
 
JESS HINCHEN  
DIRECTOR PEOPLE & PERFOMANCE  
Date: 09 January 2024  
Attachments (11) 
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13.4 POLICY REVIEW - AUDIO/VISUAL RECORDING AND LIVESTREAMING OF 
COUNCIL MEETINGS POLICY AND VEHICULAR ACCESS TO PROPERTY 
POLICY 
 

RECOMMENDATION 
 
“That Council resolve to endorse the revised Council policies: 
 - Audio/Visual Recording and Livestreaming of Council Meetings Policy; 
 - Vehicular Access to Property Policy”. 
 
 
 
Introduction  
Council has in place a variety of Council and Management Policies that require 
periodic review. Whilst legislation generally determines the requirements and 
guidelines for dealing with matters raised by the policies, the adoption of them as 
formal policies of Council is considered appropriate to enable Councillors, staff, 
contractors, volunteers and ratepayers to have clear guidance in relation to the 
statutory requirements specified by the relevant legislation. 
 
The policies listed above were adopted between 2000 and 2019 and have been 
subject to prior reviews.  A review has been undertaken and policies updated as 
necessary. 
 
Strategic Plan 
2. Responsible Stewardship and a Sustainable Organisation 
4. Increased Community Confidence in Council   
 
Operational Plan 
NIL  
 
Policy 
NIL  
 
Asset Management Implications 
None foreseen.  
 
Risk Management Implications 
None foreseen. 
 
Community Implications 
None foreseen. 
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Report 
The Audio/Visual Recording and Livestreaming of Council Meeting Policy has had 
minor changes made and been amended to include Sorell Planning Authority (SPA) 
meetings.  With the addition of Livestreaming, the community is given greater 
access to Council decisions and debate, and eliminates geographic and time 
barriers which may prevent the public from attending meetings in person. 

The Vehicular Access to Property Policy has received minor changes, it establishes 
a consistent approach for those persons or contractors wishing to carry out works 
in the road reserve to ensure that all access and egress onto Council roads are 
constructed to Council’s standard and in accordance with Council’s current 
Standard Drawings. 
 
 
 
JESS HINCHEN 
DIRECTOR PEOPLE AND PERFORMANCE 
Date: 09 January 2024  
Attachments (10) 
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14.0 INFRASTRUCTURE AND ASSETS 
Nil reports 
 

15.0 COMMUNITY RELATIONS 
 

15.1 COMMUNITY GRANTS PROGRAM – ANNUAL CONTRIBUTION 
 

RECOMMENDATION 
 
“That Council resolve to approve the Nugent Community & Sports Association Inc. 
to receive annual funding to contribute to their insurance costs under the 
Community Grants Program from the 2023/2024 financial year for up to five (5) 
years.” 
 
Introduction 
 
In 2016 it was identified that Nugent Community & Sports Association Inc. were 
incorrectly listed as being covered under Council’s Building Insurance Policy. The 
Hall was then required to purchase their own building insurance. To cover this cost 
both hall committees (incl. Forcett) made several applications to Council for 
financial assistance under the Community Grants Program. To prevent it being an 
annual contribution it went to Council for the five year period deal. This was 
approved in September 2017 for a five year period covering the 2018/2019 - 
2022/2023 financial years.  
 
We have been approached by Nugent Community & Sports Association Inc to 
continue this support.  
 
Strategic Plan 
 
Objective 3.8 – To Ensure a Liveable and Inclusive Community – Encourage and 
support the local arts, cultural activities, programs and events. 
 
Our Community Halls play a pivotal role in enabling the community to gather and 
engage in a number of activities and events.  
 
Operational Plan 
 
Sufficient funds currently exist within the current Operational Plan and Budget to 
fund this request for the specified period.  
 
Policy 
 
Community Grants Policy.  
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Asset Management Implications 
 
NIL  
 
Risk Management Implications 
 
NIL  
 
Community Implications 
There will be positive implications for the community through the provision of 
funds for activities and projects within the Sorell Municipality.   
 
Providing funding to community groups and sporting clubs to run activities, projects 
and events will enhance the vibrancy and engagement of our community. It 
provides an opportunity to build the capacity of the Hall Committee to be more 
self-sufficient and have a greater impact and positive influence on the community.  
 
Report 
 
Council currently covers Hall insurances for the community Halls under our 
management (Copping, Dunalley, Sorell, and Midway Point).  
 
Furthermore, Council has current agreements in place to provide funds annually to 
Community Committees to assist with costs such as insurances, for Bream Creek 
Showgrounds and Primrose Sands Community Hall.   
 
Through provision of annual funding for Nugent Community & Sports Association 
Inc, this will ensure a consistent approach to supporting community halls and the 
important role they play in our Municipality.  
 
 
 
STACEY GADD 
MANAGER COMMUNITY RELATIONS 
Date: 5 January 2024 
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15.2 COMMUNITY GRANTS PROGRAM 
 
RECOMMENDATION 
 
“That Council resolve to approve three applications from; 
- Sorell RSL Sub-branch; 
- Sorell Community Network Inc.; and 
- Southern Tasmania Country Music Inc. 
under the 2023-2024 Community Grants Program as per the following report.” 
 
Introduction 
Through the Community Grants Program 2023-2024 Council provides financial 
support to eligible community groups and organisations within the Municipality for 
their projects, events and activities. 
 
Applications for funding are available for sporting and community groups to 
support them with their one off activities or projects that benefit the Sorell 
Municipality.  
 
These may include, but are not limited to: 
• Community events and programs;  
• Asset purchases which will enhance the functions of the group/organisation 

within the community; or  
• Projects in the local community. 
 
The program is governed by the Community Grants Policy and the Community 
Grants Program Guidelines which outlines the three funding streams, associated 
procedures and eligibility requirements.  
 
Strategic Plan 
Objective 3.8 – To Ensure a Liveable and Inclusive Community – Encourage and 
support the local arts, cultural activities, programs and events. 
 
Council’s Community Grants Program was reviewed and updated in 2023 to ensure 
it met the needs of our diverse and growing community. Its broad aim is to provide 
financial support to eligible community groups and organisations within our 
community for their projects, events and activities to encourage and support the 
local arts, cultural activities, programs and events. 
 
Operational Plan 
Grants are open for applications throughout the year and will be awarded in line 
with the annual budget allocation as approved by Council. Sufficient funds currently 
exist within the current Operational Plan and Budget to fund this application.  
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Policy 
Community Grants Policy.  
 
Asset Management Implications 
NIL  
 
Risk Management Implications 
NIL  
 
Community Implications 
There will be positive implications for the community through the provision of 
funds for activities and projects within the Sorell Municipality.   
 
Providing funding to community groups and sporting clubs to run activities, projects 
and events will enhance the vibrancy and engagement of our community. It 
provides an opportunity to build the capacity of these groups to be more self-
sufficient and have a greater impact and positive influence on the community.  
 
Report 
For the month of December Council received three Community Grant Applications 
from –  
 
• Sorell RSL Sub-branch – a request for $2,000 funding towards the 

replacement of their aging heating/air conditioning unit. 
• Sorell Community Network Inc.– a request for $1,912.35 funding towards the 

purchase of garden maintenance equipment for free lawn maintenance for 
community members doing it tough. 

• Southern Tasmania Country Music Inc. – a request for $2,000 towards music 
artists and toilet hire for the Primrose Sands Country Music Muster. 

 
None of these community organisations have received a Community Grant in the 
current financial year. 
 
This decision is now presented to Council for approval. 
 
 
 
JO COOPER 
CORPORATE ADMINISTRATION OFFICER 
Date: 8 January 2024 
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16.0 FINANCE 
 

16.1 EXECUTIVE SUMMARY – FINANCIAL REPORT DECEMBER 2023 
YTD 
 
RECOMMENDATION 
“That the Executive Summary – FINANCIAL REPORT DECEMBER 2023 YEAR-TO-
DATE be received and noted by Council.” 

 
Note: variances are only reported and discussed below if they are greater than $10k 
and have a variance percentage of greater than 10%.  
 
FINANCIAL REPORT DECEMBER 2023 YEAR-TO-DATE 

The operating surplus for the period ended 31 December 2023 of $9.405m is above 
the budget of $8.233m by $1.172m. The main drivers of this position are:   

• Recurrent income year to date is $19.843m, which is above budget by $137k.  
• Operating expenses year to date are $10.438m, which is below budget by 

$1.035m.  
 
NOTES TO THE ACCOUNTS 

1. RATES AND CHARGES 

This category is above budget by $201k to the end of December, with no significant 
variances noted. 

2. STATUTORY FEES AND CHARGES 

This category is below budget by $64k to the end of December. The following 
significant variances are noted:  

• Town Planning Fees is below budget by $53k, as a result of activity being less 
than expected year to date. 

3. USER FEES 

This category is above budget by $8k to the end of December. The following 
significant variances are noted: 
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• Dog registration and renewal is below budget by $24k. This is because more 
dog registrations and renewals were paid prior to 30 June 2023 than 
expected.  

4. GRANTS OPERATING 

This category is below budget by $349k to the end of December. Commonwealth 
Financial Assistance Grant income is below budget by $220k, as a result of near to 
99% of the Financial Assistance Grant income for the 2023/2024 financial year 
being received in June 2023.  

Refer to attachment (g) Grants Variance Analysis for a detailed explanation of the 
State Government grant variances.   
 

5. CONTRIBUTIONS RECEIVED 

This category is above budget by $163k to the end of December. The following 
significant variances are noted:  

• Public open space contributions is above budget by $96k, as a result of 
numerous subdivision developments at; Pawleena Road, Pawleena; Arthur 
Highway, Sorell; Gordon Street, Sorell; Dubs & Co Drive, Sorell; Miena Drive, 
Sorell; and Allambie Road, Orielton. 

• Car parking cash in lieu of contributions is below budget by $32k, as a result 
of activity being less than expected year to date. Contributions are 
unpredictable in nature, making the timing difficult to estimate. 

• Contributions received other is above budget by $105k, predominantly as a 
result of a contribution made by the Department of Police, Fire and 
Emergency Management toward the cost of the road extension at 47 Cole 
Street, Sorell.  

6. INTEREST 

This category is above budget by $58k to the end of December. The following 
significant variances are noted: 

• Interest received banks & other is above budget by $54k, as a result of higher 
than expected interest rates.  

7. OTHER INCOME 

This category is above budget by $120k to the end of December.  The following 
significant variances are noted: 
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• Hall Hire is below budget by $16k, as a result of activity being less than 
expected year to date. 

• Other facility hire is above budget by $14k, predominantly as a result of 
greater than expected hire activity at the South East Sports Complex.   

• Other sundry income is above budget by $88k. This variance is predominantly 
due to Council paying $39k for a private property wastewater treatment 
system. Council then raised an invoice and charged the property estate for 
this expenditure. The sundry income variance is also a result of $11k relating 
to street lights for The Peninsula subdivision development in Midway Point, 
and $30k from sale of road reserves. 

• Workers compensation reimbursement is above budget by $12k. Workers 
compensation reimbursements are unpredictable in nature and are therefore 
not budgeted for.   

8. INVESTMENT IN TASWATER 

This category is in line with budget to the end of December.   

9. EMPLOYEE BENEFITS 

Total employee benefits are below budget by $243k to the end of December. The 
following significant variances are noted: 

• Long service leave (LSL) is below budget by $27k, predominately as a result 
of an employee’s LSL payment on termination. This employee previously 
worked for another Council and therefore on termination Council invoiced 
the employee’s previous employer to reimburse a portion of the LSL pay out.  

• Payroll tax is below budget by $33k, as a result of December monthly payroll 
tax due and payable processed in early January. 

• Staff training is below budget by $14k, as a result of less training planned to 
date.  This training will be rescheduled before the end of the financial year. 

• Superannuation – council contribution is below budget by $41k, as a result of 
a combination of factors, including; delays in recruiting vacancies; a 
redundancy payment; and superannuation budgeted per the Enterprise 
Agreement not being due on new staff until the completion of a 6 month 
term. 

• Workers compensation insurance is below budget by $72k. An increase from 
the 2022/2023 financial year was budgeted for, however for the 2023/2024 
MAV Insurance pricing model saw Council’s actual premium decrease for the 
first half by $27k. Further, Council received a workers compensation claim 
experience discount of $49k. 
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10. MATERIALS AND SERVICES 

Materials and services is $821k below budget to the end of December. 

The following significant variances are noted:  
• Cleaning is above budget by $26k, as a result of unbudgeted expenditure 

relating to the cleaning of public BBQs.  
• Computer software maintenance and licenses is below budget by $59k. 

Invoices were budgeted to be received in the first half of the financial year, 
however these are not due until later in the year and will therefore be 
received and processed closer to the due date.  

• Consultants other is below budget by $218k, predominantly as a result of 
underspends to date in General Manager $20k, Finance $16k, Human 
Resources $9k, Communications & Corporate Admin $140k, Engineering 
$14k and Town Planning $16k. These planned works will occur later in the 
year than expected. Further, Communications & Corporate Admin’s variance 
of $140k is in relation to planned works on the development of a social 
strategy, these works have now commenced. In addition, unbudgeted 
expenditure occurred in Stormwater, including an $8k hand fish impact 
assessment and a $4k landslide inspection.  

• Electricity is below budget by $24k. Some monthly invoices were budgeted 
for in November and December and to be processed in November and 
December, however they were not received until late December and will 
actually be processed and paid in January.   

• Legal Fees is under budget by $12k, predominantly as a result of underspends 
to date in General Manager Department. This variance is a result of the 
unpredictable nature of legal fees requirements, making the timing difficult 
to estimate. 

• Line marking is below budget by $43k, as a result of changes to the expected 
work schedule. These planned works will occur later in the year. 

• Plant hire – external is below budget by $14k, as a result of changes to the 
expected work schedule. These planned works will occur later in the year. 

• Repairs and maintenance is below budget by $199k, predominantly from 
underspends to date in Community Facilities $30k, Community Facilities – 
Pembroke Stadium $25k, Roads Sealed $34k, Roads Unsealed $52k, 
Stormwater $43k, Bridges $36k and Marine Structures $37k. These 
underspends are offset somewhat by overspends to date in Land 
Improvements $56k. Overall, these variances are a result of the unpredictable 
and reactive nature of a number of repairs and maintenance activities, 
making the timing difficult to estimate. 
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• Signage and guide posts is below budget by $33k, predominantly from 
underspends to date in Communications & Corporate Admin., Roads Sealed, 
Roads Unsealed, and Pembroke Park Stadium. This expenditure will occur 
later in the financial year.   

• $205k (25%) of the total material and services variance relates to waste 
expenditure. Collectively, waste expenditure is significantly below budget 
due to the timing of receiving and processing waste invoices, as well as some 
lower than expected volumes of waste collected in the first half of the 
financial year. Refer to the below detailed explanations;  
o Mornington Park transfer station disposal costs is below budget by 

$42k. The monthly invoice was budgeted to be processed in 
December, however it will actually be processed and paid in January.  
The variance is also a result of $30k year to date in credits received 
for reduction in Southern Waste Solution’s charges for Sorell 
commercial and industrial waste. 

o Kerbside Green Waste Collection is below budget by $17k.  The 
monthly invoice for October only is yet to be processed due to 
confirmation from the supplier, however it will actually be 
processed and paid in January. 

o Kerbside recycling collection is below budget by $48k. The monthly 
invoice was budgeted to be processed in December, however it will 
actually be processed and paid in January. The variances are also a 
result of lower than expected volumes of waste collected in July, 
August, October and November.  

o Kerbside garbage collection is below budget by $67k. The monthly 
invoice was budgeted to be processed in December, however it will 
actually be processed and paid in January. The variances are also a 
result of lower than expected volumes of waste collected July, 
August, October and November. 

o Street bin collection contract is below budget by $12k. The monthly 
invoice for October only is yet to be processed due to confirmation 
from the supplier, however it will actually be processed and paid in 
January. 
 

11. DEPRECIATION AND AMORTISATION 

This category is below budget by $193k to the end of December, with no significant 
variances noted. 

  



  

  
AGENDA 
ORDINARY COUNCIL MEETING 
16 JANUARY 2024 

 

85 

12. FINANCE COSTS 

This category is in line with budget to the end of December.   

13. OTHER EXPENSES 

This category is above budget by $224k to the end of December. The following 
significant variances are noted:   

• Employee subscriptions, licences and memberships is above budget by $18k, 
predominantly as a result of the $22k Regional Land Use Strategy 
contribution payment, which was budgeted to be processed in January 2024. 

• Functions and programs is below budget by $40k, predominantly as a result 
of various activities budgeted but not yet taken place.  These function and 
programs expenses will take place in later months.  

• Insurance claims related expenses is above budget by $12k, predominantly 
as a result of an excess payable amount.  This related to an event during high 
winds where a tree damaged a masonry fence and automated gate.  

• General insurance is above budget by $38k, as a result of higher than 
expected premiums for the 2023/2024 financial year. 

• Government Fire Contributions is above budget by $157k, predominantly as 
a result of making a payment in December rather than January where it is 
budgeted. 

• Land tax is above budget by $15k, as a result of land values increasing more 
than expected, as well as additional tax charged to Council in the 2023/2024 
financial year. These additional charges relate to two lots of land held by 
Council; one new lot in Midway Point with utility infrastructure on it; and one 
existing public open space lot in Sorell. Council are currently investigating 
whether the lot relating to public open space land meets the criteria for land 
tax and a dispute will be lodged with the State Revenue Office if necessary.  

• Other sundry expenses is above budget by $44k, predominantly due to 
Council paying $39k for a private property wastewater treatment system. 
Council then raised an invoice and charged the property estate for this 
expenditure. Refer to other sundry income variance above. 

• Public liability insurance is below budget by $16k, as a result of lower 
premiums than expected for the 2023/2024 financial year. 

 
14. GRANTS CAPITAL 

This category is below budget by $293k to the end of December.   
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The Roads to Recovery funding (R2R) is below budget by $58k. A total amount of 
$271k was received for R2R in August, compared to the $165k budgeted to be 
received in both September and December. The variance is a result of lower than 
expected R2R capital job expenditure year to date.  

Refer to attachment (g) Grants Variance Analysis for a detailed explanation of the 
Commonwealth, State Government and other grant variances.   
 
15. CONTRIBUTIONS – NON MONETARY ASSETS  

Unbudgeted developer contributions of $5.318m was recognised to the end of 
December.  This relates to donated assets which have been capitalised in Assetic in 
the first quarter of the financial year. Donated assets generally relate to subdivision 
assets, which become a Council asset once the development is complete. In the 
first quarter of this financial year, donated assets have a significantly large value, as 
a result of multiple stages of the Sorell Estate (Pawleena) and 20 Arthur Highway 
(Sorell) subdivision developments. 
 
16. NET GAIN / (LOSS) ON DISPOSAL 

Unbudgeted loss on disposal of assets of $36k was recognised to the end of 
December. This relates to asset disposals which have been processed in Assetic in 
the first quarter of the financial year, as a result of the completion of replacement 
and renewal capital jobs.   
 
17. SHARE OF INTEREST IN JOINT VENTURES 

No joint venture revenue was received as at the end of December.     

CASH & INVESTMENTS  

The Council maintains deposits with four major banks (Commonwealth, ANZ, 
Bendigo Bank and MyState) and with the State owned Tasmanian Public Finance 
Corporation (TasCorp).  

Council’s cash position remained stable in December. In comparison with the 
2022/2023 financial year, the current cash balance of $19.119m is $2.916m greater 
than the balance at the same time last year. Sorell Council continues to hold 
$2.049m in grant income received in advance as reported in the Balance Sheet. 
Council’s increase in cash held is predominately a result of delays in the capital 
works schedule and lower than expected year to date operational expenditure.   
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CASH RESERVES 

As at 31 December 2023, cash reserves being held by Council are as follows; 

Land Sales       $1,175,206 
Public Open Space Contributions    $1,211,487 
Subdivision Traffic Management Contributions  $   150,790 

        $2,537,483 
 
RATES OUTSTANDING 

Attached is a graph showing unpaid rates by month, for both the current and 
previous four years. The graph declines each month as rates are progressively paid 
throughout the financial year.  The second graph reflects the percentage of rates 
debt outstanding at the end of each month, with four comparative financial years’ 
data as well. 

Collections have remained positive this financial year, with 62.7% of rates already 
paid by the end of December. At the same time last year, Council had received 
62.4% of rates.   
 
ATTACHMENTS 

MONTHLY DASHBOARD REPORT (Pages 4) 
a) Statement of Income and Expenditure for the period ending 31 Dec. 2023 

(Pages 1) 
b) Statement of Financial Position as at 31 December 2023 (Pages 1) 
c) Statement of Cash Position as at 31 December 2023 (Pages 1) 
d) Detailed Statement of Income and Expenditure for the period ending 31 

December 2023 (Pages 6) 
e) Cash on Hand as at 31 December 2023 and Graph 1 – Total Cash Available 

(Pages 2) 
f) Graph 2 – Rates Outstanding (Pages 2) 
g) Grants Variance Analysis (Pages 2) 
 
STEPANIE PERRY  SCOTT NICOL    SALLY FANG   
MANAGER FINANCE  FINANCIAL ACCOUNTANT    ACCOUNTANT  
 
Date: 9 January 2024 
Attachments (19 pages)   
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16.2 2023-2024 CAPITAL BUDGET ADJUSTMENTS  

 
RECOMMENDATION 
“That Council resolve pursuant to Section 82 of the Local Government Act 1993 to 
accept and adopt the below adjustments to the 2023/2024 Capital Budget 
estimates.” 
 
Capital expenditure to the end of December 2023 is $6,265,420 (as per Capital 
Works Budget run on 4 January 2024). 
 
The following Capital Budget adjustment has been requested in January 2024.  
 
Below is a summary of the requested adjustment.  
 

Original Budget approved in June 2023 
Council meeting 

$18,037,243 

Budget approved in November 2023 Council 
meeting 

$14,661,702 

Budget adjustments requested for approval in January 2024 Council meeting:  

Total adjustments on capital jobs with 
variances of over 10% 

- 

Total adjustments on completed capital jobs 
with variances of over 10% 

- 

Total adjustments on new capital jobs $511,296 
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Budget requested for approval in January 
2024 Council meeting 

$15,172,998 

 
Below is a detailed explanation of the requested adjustment.  
 
The following capital job adjustment has been requested because it does not have 
an approved budget but has expected expenditure in the 2023/2024 financial year: 

 

 
• C-24-P-008 Green Waste Bins – 7,600 new 240L green waste wheelie bins are 

required to be purchased, as part of the new waste collection contract.  
 

 
ATTACHMENTS 

a) Capital Works Budget for the period ending 31 December 2023 (Pages 10) 

 
 
 
STEPHANIE PERRY  SALLY FANG   
MANAGER FINANCE     ACCOUNTANT  
 
Date: 9 January 2024  
Attachments (10 pages)  
 

Job Name and No.  
Approved 

Budget 
Adjusted Budget 

C-24-P-008 Green Waste Bins  $0 $511,296 
Total Adjustments $0 $511,296 
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17.0 PLANNING 
Nil Reports. 
 

18.0 HEALTH AND COMPLIANCE 
Nil Reports. 
 

19.0 ROADS AND STORMWATER 
Nil Reports. 
 

20.0 FACILITIES AND RECREATION 
Nil Reports. 
 

21.0 QUESTIONS FROM THE PUBLIC 
 
In accordance with Regulation 31 of the Local Government (Meeting Procedures) 
Regulations 2015, Council will conduct a Public Question Time.   
 
At each meeting the Mayor will invite those members of the public present to ask 
questions.  When requested please: 
• Stand up; and 
• State clearly your name and address. 
 
This time is allocated for questions from the public. Questions are to be kept brief 
and specific to the topic to which they relate. 
 
Members of the public are reminded that questions and any answers to such 
questions are not to be debated. 
 
Questions may be submitted to Council in writing at least seven (7) days before an  
ordinary Council meeting. 
 

21.1 PUBLIC QUESTIONS ON NOTICE 
 
The below question on notice was received from Greg Brimfield of Primrose 
Sands: 
 
Shipping containers on property – 
 
A resident raised concern over location of containers on an adjoining property and 
non-compliance to set-backs. This was raised at August 2022 meeting. RH advised 
he had followed up with Permit Authority and Planning staff and that their position 
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remained that in the circumstances Council has no role. RH apologised for not 
providing this feedback to the resident but will put the matter again to Permit 
Authority staff specific to the residents position on subsequent advice received 
from CBOS. RH to provide an update directly to resident. This was raised at the July 
2023 Community Conversation and to date no response from the GM. My 
questions: when will the GM respond?  
 
What is the Council position on shipping containers on a residential property?  
 
Does the Council recognise the CBOS position on Shipping Containers?  
 
If the council has no position on shipping containers, why not?  
 
If I was to build a garage on a residential block, I am required to seek approval and 
abide by regulated setbacks etc. There are two shipping containers on a 
neighbouring property that are position against my fence which significantly blocks 
natural light to my kitchen/dining/family room. It also affects my view of the 
surroundings. A garage or other structure would not be approved by council. So 
why can a shipping container be allowed? 
 
Response: 
 
Shipping containers are subject to the same regulations as sheds, garages, and 
outbuildings, and may necessitate Planning and Building Approval if they do not 
meet the exemptions outlined in the Tasmanian Planning Scheme or are not 
classified as Low Risk Work according to the Directors Determinations under the 
Building Act 2016. 
 
The Council acknowledges the CBOS position on shipping containers as outlined in 
the CBOS Fact Sheet – Shipping Containers Doc/17/48797, dated August 2017. 
 
Further, subject to when such structures are located on a property determines 
which planning scheme controls apply at that time. The current Tasmanian 
Planning Scheme (effective from December 2022) differs from the prior Interim 
Planning Scheme (effective 2015 – 2022) for this type of use and development 
with the latter having fewer development controls. 
 
Compliance staff will investigate the property in question and take any statutory 
action as necessary. A preliminary assessment is that planning approval is likely 
not required (due to Interim Planning Scheme being the effective planning 
instrument) but that building approval may be, as not deemed Low Risk Work and 
therefore notifiable, and requiring a Certificate of Likely Compliance from a 
building surveyor. 
 
The above will be provided to Mr Brimfield directly.  



  

  
AGENDA 
ORDINARY COUNCIL MEETING 
16 JANUARY 2024 

 

116 

CLOSED MEETING 

Members are advised that items listed below in the CLOSED SESSION AGENDA are 
classified as CONFIDENTIAL ITEMS in accordance with the provisions of the Local 
Government Act 1993.  

A Councillor must not discuss any item listed in a CLOSED SESSION AGENDA with 
any person (except another elected member, the General Manager or the author 
of a report to the closed session of Council or a Council Committee) without a 
specific resolution of the Council or a Council Committee that considered the 
report. 

Section 338A (1) of the Local Government Act 1993 states that a Councillor must 
not disclose information: 
 
(a) seen or heard by the Councillor at a meeting or part of a meeting of a council or 
council committee that is closed to the public that is not authorised by the council 
or council committee to be disclosed; or 
(b) given to the Councillor by the mayor, deputy mayor, chairperson of a meeting of 
the council or council committee or the general manager on the condition that it be 
kept confidential. 
 
Section 338A (3) states that a member must not disclose information acquired as 
such a member on the condition that it be kept confidential. 
 
Additionally, Section 339 of the Local Government Act 1993 states that: 
 
(1) A councillor or a member must not make improper use of any information 

acquired as a councillor or member.  
(3) Improper use of information includes using the information – 

(a) to gain, directly or indirectly, an advantage or to avoid, directly or 
indirectly, a disadvantage for oneself, a member of one's family or a 
close associate; or 

(b) to cause any loss or damage to any council, controlling authority, single 
authority, joint authority or person. 
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22.0 CLOSED MEETING 
 
The General Manager advised that in his opinion the listing of agenda item/s: 
 

Reference Item 
22.1 Confirmation of the Closed Council Minutes of the Council 

Meeting of 12 December 2023 – Regulation 34(3) 
22.2 Disclosure of confidential information – Regulation 15(8) 
22.3 Copping Refuse Disposal Site Joint Authority Minutes – 

Regulation 15(2)(c) 
22.4 Tender C-23-T-010 Marion Bay and Bay Road Reconstruction – 

Regulation 15(2)(d) 
 
As prescribed items in accordance with Regulations 15 and 34 of the Local 
Government (Meeting Procedures) Regulations 2015, and therefore Council may by 
absolute majority determine to close the meeting to the general public. 
 
RECOMMENDATION 
 
That the meeting be closed to the public to enable Council to consider agenda items 
22.1 - 22.4 which are confidential matters as prescribed in Regulations 34 and 15 
of the Local Government (Meeting Procedures) Regulations 2015.  
 
 

22.1 CONFIRMATION OF THE CLOSED MINUTES OF THE COUNCIL MEETING 
OF 12 DECEMBER 2023 
 

RECOMMENDATION 
 
“That the Closed Minutes of the Council Meeting held on 12th December 2023 be 
confirmed.” 
 
 

22.2 AUTHORISATION TO DISCLOSE CONFIDENTIAL INFORMATION 
^ 
RECOMMENDATION 
 
“That in accordance with Regulation 15(9) of the Local Government (Meeting 
Procedures) Regulations 2015, the Mayor and General Manager be authorised to 
disclose information from this ‘Closed Section’ of this meeting in the course of 
implementing the decisions of Council.”  
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22.3 COPPING REFUSE DISPOSAL SITE JOINT AUTHORITY MINUTES - 18 
DECEMBER 2023 
 

22.4 TENDER C-23-T-010 MARION BAY AND BAY ROAD RECONSTRUCTION 
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23.0 ACRONYMNS 
 
AGM Annual General Meeting 
AFL Australian Football League 
AIR Australian Immunisation Register 
ASU Australian Services Union 
ATO Australian Taxation Office 
AWTS Aerated Wastewater Treatment Systems 
BEST Business and Employment Southeast Tasmania 
CAC Community Administration Centre 
CEO Chief Executive Officer 
CLRS Councillors 
CPR Cardiopulmonary Resuscitation 
CRM Customer Request Management 
CRDSJA Copping Refuse Disposal Site Joint Authority 
DEDTA Department Economic Development, Tourism & The Arts 
DOE Department of Education 
DPAC Department of Premier & Cabinet 
DPFEM Department of Police, Fire and Emergency Management 
DSG Department of State Growth 
DST Destination Southern Tasmania 
EBA Enterprise Bargaining Agreement 
EOI Expressions of Interest 
EOFY End of Financial Year 
EPA Environment Permit Authority 
EWaste Electronic Waste 
FMAC Fire Management Assessment Committee 
GM General Manager 
ICT Information Communication Technology 
LGAT Local Government Association of Tasmania 
LPS Local Provisions Schedule 
LTFP Long Term Financial Plan 
LTI Lost Time Injury 
MAST Marine & Safety Tasmania 
MEMC Municipal Emergency Management Committee 
NBN National Broadband Network 
NRE Department of Natural Resources and Environment Tasmania 
NRM Natural Resource Management 
PWS Parks and Wildlife Service 
RACT Royal Automobile Club of Tasmania 
RDA Regional Development Australia 
RSL Returned Services League 
RTI Right to Information 
SBIP School Based Immunisation Program 
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SEI South East Irrigation 
SEBA South East Basketball Association 
SENA South East Netball Association 
SERDA South East Region Development Association 
SEUFC South East United Football Club 
SES State Emergency Service 
SFC Sorell Football Club 
SFL Southern Football League 
SMH Sorell Memorial Hall 
SPA Sorell Planning Authority 
STCA Southern Tasmanian Councils Association 
STRWA Southern Tasmanian Regional Waste Authority 
SWSA Southern Waste Strategy Association 
SWS Southern Waste Solutions 
TasCAT Tasmanian Civil and Administrative Tribunal 
TAO Tasmanian Audit Office 
TCF Tasmanian Community Fund 
TOR Terms of Reference 
UTAS University of Tasmania 
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