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Notice is hereby given that the next meeting of the Sorell Council will be held at the 
Community Administration Centre (CAC), 47 Cole Street, Sorell on Tuesday, 16 May 
2023 commencing at 6.00 pm. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
C E R T I F I C A T I O N  
 
I, Robert Higgins, General Manager of the Sorell Council, hereby certify that in 
accordance with Section 65 of the Local Government Act 1993, the reports in this 
Agenda have been prepared by persons who have the qualifications and experience 
necessary to give such information, recommendation or advice.  
 
Council or a Council Committee is not to decide on any matter which requires the 
advice of a qualified person without considering such advice unless – 

(a) the General Manager certifies, in writing – 
(i) that such advice was obtained; and 
(ii) that the General Manager took the advice into account in 
providing general advice to the Council or Council Committee; and 

(b) a copy of that advice or, if the advice was given orally, a written 
transcript or summary of that advice is provided to the Council or Council 
Committee with the General Manager's certificate. 

 
Notices of Motion and supporting documentation from Councillors are exempted 
from this certification. 
 
 
 
 
ROBERT HIGGINS 
GENERAL MANAGER 
11 MAY 2023 
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1.0 ATTENDANCE 
 
Mayor K Vincent 
Deputy Mayor C Wooley 
Councillor M Brown 
Councillor S Campbell 
Councillor J Gatehouse 
Councillor M Miró Quesada Le Roux 
Councillor M Reed 
Councillor N Reynolds 
Councillor C Torenius 
 

2.0 APOLOGIES 
 
 

3.0 DECLARATIONS OF PECUNIARY INTEREST 
 
 

4.0 CONFIRMATION OF THE MINUTES OF 18 APRIL 2023 

 
RECOMMENDATION 
 
“That the Minutes of the Council Meeting held on 18th April 2023 be confirmed.” 
 
Attachment – Council Meeting Minutes 18 April 2023. 
 

5.0 MAYOR’S REPORT 
 
RECOMMENDATION 
 
“That the Mayor’s communication report as listed be received.” 
 
This communication is provided as a courtesy, any items that require Council action 
and/or decision will be listed as separate agenda items. Any Councillor requiring 
information on any matter contained in the communication report please contact 
the Mayor at any time. 
 
• Council, SPA, workshops as required.  
• Weekly catch up with GM.  
• Met with Brian Mitchell. 
• Attended Cuppa with a Cop.  
• Participated in STRWA board meeting.  
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• GM and I met with Rebecca White and Luke Edmunds.  
• Attended winter food drop off launch at Okines House.  
• Attended ANZAC Day services at Primrose Sands, Dodges Ferry and Sorell. 
• Attended the Carlton Park Surf Lifesaving Club annual presentations.  
• GM, BEST staff and I met with Federal Minister Brendan O’Connor. 
• Copping discussions with Authority Chair.  
• Participated on zoom meeting with Reform board. 
• Attended the launch of Robert Clifford documentary. 
• Participated in UTAS Governance panel discussion re: Cert 4 Project 

planning.  
• Joined fellow Councillors and staff on budget bus trip. 
• Met with Susie Bower.  
• Attended Copping landfill site with CEO and EPA reps. 
• Conducted multiple Citizenships. 

 
6.0 SUPPLEMENTARY ITEMS 

 
RECOMMENDATION 
 
“That the Council resolve by absolute majority to deal with any supplementary 
items not appearing on the agenda, as reported by the General Manager in 
accordance with the Local Government (Meeting Procedures) Regulations 2015.” 
 
In accordance with the requirements of Part 2 Regulation 8 (6) of the Local 
Government (Meeting Procedures) Regulations 2015, the Council by absolute 
majority may approve the consideration of a matter not appearing on the agenda, 
where the General Manager has reported: 
 
a) The reason it was not possible to include the matter on the agenda; and 
b) That the matter is urgent; and 
c) That advice has been provided under section 65 of the Local Government 

Act 1993. 
 

7.0 COUNCIL WORKSHOPS REPORT 
^ 
The following Council Workshop was held: 
 

Date Purpose Councillor Attendance Councillor 
Apologies 
 

2nd May 2023 
 
 

• 23/24 annual plan 
• 23/24 operating and 

capital budget 

• Vincent, Woolley, 
Brown, Torenius, Miro 
Quesada Le Roux, 

• Nil 
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9th May 2023 
 
 
 
 
9th May 2023 
 
 

• LG reform project 
• Councillor workshop 

requests 
• LGAT GMC candidates 
 
• 23/24 budget prep bus 

trip 
 

 
 
• 23/24 operating and 

capital budget 

Reynolds, Gatehouse, 
Campbell, Reed 

 
 
 
• Vincent, Woolley,  

Torenius, Reynolds, 
Gatehouse, Reed 

 
 
• Vincent, Woolley, 

Torenius, Miro 
Quesada Le Roux, 
Reynolds, Gatehouse, 
Campbell, Reed 

 
 
 
 
 
• Brown, Miro 

Quesada Le 
Roux, 
Campbell 

 
• Brown  

8.0 COUNCILLOR QUESTIONS ON NOTICE 
Nil 
 

9.0 COUNCILLOR MOTIONS ON NOTICE 
Nil  
 

10.0 WORKGROUP REPORTS 
 
RECOMMENDATION 
 
“That the workgroup reports as listed be received.” 
 

10.1 OFFICE OF THE GENERAL MANAGER – ROBERT HIGGINS 
 
GENERAL MANAGER – ROBERT HIGGINS 
 
• Meeting with MAST and Director Service Delivery regarding potential 

marine facility upgrade projects – 19th April. 
• Met with Mayor and Opposition Leader Rebecca White and Luke Edmonds – 

21st April. 
• Meeting with Manager Planning and development proponents regarding 

potential sites in Orielton and Southern Beaches – 26th April. 
• Attended regular meeting with DSG and Council reps regarding STRLUS 

review and associated regional planning projects – 27th April. 
• Met with Mayor and Federal Minister O’Connor, Brian Mitchell, Felix Ellis 

and advisors – 1st May. 
• Attended budget bus trip with Councillors and staff – 9th May. 
• Staff meetings, LT meeting, workshops and SPA meetings. 
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DIRECTOR OF SERVICE DELIVERY – RUSSELL FOX 
The Director of Service delivery has been on annual leave during the reporting 
period. 
 
Meetings attended include: 
• MAST and General Manager to discuss potential future upgrades to jetties in 

Southern Beaches. 
• Project Engineer – Transport & Stormwater and Project manager from RCCC 

for scheduled site meetings to discuss the Devenish drain project. 
 

DIRECTOR OF PEOPLE AND PERFORMANCE - JESS HINCHEN 
Meetings attended include: 
• Tasmanian AEDC Co-ordinator, re: Australian Early Development Census 

Overview and Sorell Local Government 2021 Results.  
• Sorell Historical Society, Peta Kelly & Graeme Evans re: Wielangta Paintings   
• Youth Justice.  
• Ray Marsh & Niall Quinn re: Sorell Men’s Shed, Quarterly Update Meeting.   
• Capital Works Bus Tour.  
• REMPLAN Training.   
• Various meetings re: Stadium and Community Facilities.   
• Various meetings regarding recruitment.   
• Various HR meetings.  
• Leadership Team meeting.   
• Council Workshop.   
• Council Meeting.  
 
Currently working on:  
• Review of South East Stadium staffing and operations.   
• Development of Annual Plan.   
• Review of WHS Management Plan – Final Draft.   
• Implementation of recommendations made by the Integrity Commission’s 

Ethics & Integrity Reports.  
• Implementing new process to reduce Council's Leave Liability.   
• Review of various policies.   
• Review of Employee Flexibility Agreements.   

 
HUMAN RESOURCES 
Recruitment 
Recruitment for the following positions is currently in progress –   
• Information Management Officer – Was advertised through BEST and 

Council Website. Closed 3 May 2023.   
• Senior Planner – Advertised SEEK, BEST & Council Website. Closes 17 May.   
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• Trainee – Civil Construction – Advertised BEST & Council Website. Closes 18 
May.  

• Casual Recreation Staff, South East Stadium – Advertised BEST & Council 
Website. Closes 18 May.   

 
Appointments 
• Municipal Worker – Roads & Stormwater – David Martin has been 

appointed to the position and commences on 22 May.   
• Environmental Health Officer (casual) – Timothy Polley has been appointed 

to this position and will commence employment on a casual basis principally 
for leave coverage.  

 
Workers compensation  
• 2 x Active claims with Allianz.  
• 2 x Notifications Only. 
 
DEVELOPMENT OFFICER – STRATEGY & RISK  
Meetings attended: 
• WHS/Workers Compensation Meeting  
• Risk & Strategy Monthly Meeting 
• South East Business Support Network Meeting – RDA Tasmania. Quarterly 

meeting to network with stakeholders across federal, state and local 
government and identify grant/economic development opportunities (if 
any). 

• Infrastructure Tasmania – Department of State Growth. Update on Sorell’s 
Active Transport Initiatives since 2019 Consultation for State Draft Strategy. 

Completed: 
• WHS Risk Register review process completed with workers. 
• Consultation process for Draft WHS Management Plan and Committee 

Charter – no changes requested to either document by workers. 
• Draft updated Risk Management Policy for review by GM. 
• Update of Tree Management Procedures incorporating MAV (Insurer) 

recommendations for review by GM. 
• Future of Local Government Review – Phase 2 information request. 

Working on: 
• Sport and Recreation Reserve Risk Inspection and Mitigation Strategies for 

Southeast Sporting Complex 
• Continuous Improvement Plan to address MAV (Insurer) Audit findings 

related to Tree Management Procedures, Road Asset Management, 
Reserves and Open Space, Contractor Management. 
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• LiftLocal Grant – Tracks and Trails Strategy 
• Contractor Management Policy.  
• Risk Treatment Plans for High Residual risk items on Strategic and Enterprise 

register. 
• Draft Business Continuity Plan. 
• Risk Management foundational framework (i.e., Strategy, Process, Appetite 

Statement) and develop/improve assets. 
 

WHS report 
Reported Incidents and Hazards for the month of April. 
 

 
 
• 4 Incidents reported 

o 1 resulted in minor injury – slip, trip, fall 
o 1 resulted in minor injury – sprain / strain 
o 1 resulted in minor injury – possible needle stick injury 
o 1 resulted in minor injury – bite and sting 

• 0 hazards identified and reported 
• 4 investigations completed 
 

10.2 FINANCE – SCOTT NICOL, ACTING MANAGER 
 
FINANCIAL MANAGEMENT 
During the month of April, the following key financial management tasks were 
completed:  

• Finance staff continued work on the 2023/2024 operating and capital 
budgets. 

• Finance staff commenced work on the 2023/2024 fees and charges schedule, 
including sending the schedule to relevant staff for action.   
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• Finance staff completed the Quarter 3 2022/2023 Roads to Recovery Report 
and Local Roads and Community Infrastructure Program Report lodging them 
with the Australian Government Department of Infrastructure, Transport, 
Cities and Regional Development. The Quarter 3 Report was due for 
lodgement by 30 April 2022.  

• Quarter 3 asset capitalisations were processed in Assetic and then capitalised 
in the NAV finance system by finance staff. 

• South East Region Development Association (SERDA) ad-hoc and monthly 
financial tasks were completed.  

RATES  
• At the end of April, 95.10% of rates had already been paid, compared to 

95.30% at the same time last year.  
• Interest and penalty raised to the end of April was $113k. This is compared to 

$115k raised at the same time last year.  
• Supplementary valuations were received from the Office of the Valuer-

General, year to date totalling $38k in waste charges, $155k in general rates 
and $7k in fire levy income.  One further supplementary valuation to be 
processed in May. 

 
AUDIT  

• The Tasmanian Audit Office (TAO) booked in their first 2022/2023 audit visit 
at Council for the first week in May 2023.   

OPERATIONAL PLAN 
During the month of March, finance staff progressed on the following 2022/2023 
Operational Plan items:  

Operational Plan Item  Status  

Finance System Upgrade  Testing stage, including testing of the Subscribe-
HR timesheet system and the Business Central 
job costing modification. Working towards a go 
live date of 12th June. 

Policies & Procedures Review  Working stage, including review of all current 
finance policies and procedures. At final review. 

Internal Audit of Finance Policies  Working stage, including review of all current 
finance policies and procedures. At final review. 
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Long Term Financial Plan (LTFP) 
Review & Financial Management 
Strategy   

Work in progress, with a presentation date of 
June.  

Register of Finance  In progress, including development of draft 
procedures and moving current procedures into 
the updated template.  

Fuel Purchasing System 
Checks/Control Review  

In progress, including investigation of available 
Ampol reports.  

Rates Property #1 account  In progress, including process development and 
discussions with Council’s CBA Relationship 
Manager.  

 
GRANTS & FUNDING  
• An amount of $433,597, relating to the Glenorchy City Council part funded 

contribution to the Pembroke Park state level BMX facility, was invoiced by 
Council.  Council are yet to receive the funding from the Council. 
 

INSURANCE 
• A number of possible insurance claims have been sustained by Council over 

recent months, through motor vehicle incidents and weather impediments. 
Finance staff are working with Council’s insurance broker to resolve these 
matters. 

• The 2023/2024 insurance renewal documentation was submitted as per the 
dues date of 28/03/2023.  Additionally, Crime proposal was lodged during 
April as required. 
 

FLEET MANAGEMENT 
• All new vehicle purchases per the fleet replacement were authorised and 

ordered during the month of September.  Vehicles are expected to be delivered 
in early 2023.  One of the new vehicles was received in December. An additional 
vehicle was received in April.  This leaves two vehicles still to be received. 

PLANT AND EQUIPMENT DISPOSALS  
• Sale of a total of four vehicles is now possible.  Two vehicles will be placed for 

sale in early May.  The remaining two vehicles will be sold in May/June. 
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MEETINGS 
• Monthly capital works meeting with Finance, Asset Management, 

Engineering and Depot staff – 04/04/2023.   
• Leadership Team meeting – 5/04/2023.  
• Councillors Workshop – 18/04/2023. 
• Monthly rates working group meeting – 18/04/2023. 
• Monthly team meeting with the Finance Department – 26/04/2023. 
• Various meetings re resumption of finance system upgrade. 
 
PAYROLL 
Employee Support – Payroll 
 

• Two pay runs completed.    
• EOM complete.   
 

10.3 COMMUNITY RELATIONS – STACEY GADD, MANAGER 
 
CUSTOMER & BUSINESS SUPPORT    
 
Receipting figures – April 
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Phone Call Reporting – April 2023  
  

Enquiry Answered Calls Average Speed of Answer % of Calls Answered 
Building 27 25 seconds 90.0% 
Enquiries 35 10 seconds 92.1% 
Payments 3 10 seconds 75.0% 
Planning 116 24 seconds 96.7% 
Plumbing 2 35 seconds 100% 
Rates  11 8 seconds 100% 
Waste 23 9 seconds 92.0% 

 
92.2% of calls are being answered within 17.2 seconds. Time includes welcome 
message and option menu for customers. 
   
**Planning & Building calls will show a longer answer time as they are the last 
options for customers to choose when calling in via the phone system. (approx.)  
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Presented Calls by month for 2023 
 

 
 
Total Presented Calls for 2023 
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Customer Requests 
CRMs created for the month of April 
 

 
 
Total CRMs created for 2023 
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337 Certificates  
 
Council processed 26 - 337 Certificates in April 2023 which relate to the sale of 
properties as detailed in the graph below.  
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Customer Service Feedback 
 

 
  
We received 4 completed customer service surveys and 2 emails from customers 
for the month of April. 
 
• Taylor and Beeson thanked CBS team for always being so helpful, responsive 

and easy to deal with. 
• Michelle & Jack Davis thanked Council for supporting Jack with funding to 

attend the Scooter Championships.  
 
COMMUNICATIONS 
 
General 
• Sorell Times – Regular monthly advert and article re: Women in Local 

Government. 
• Council Works Update – Monthly update compiled re current and soon to be 

commenced Council works, published on our website, Facebook 
and Instagram pages.   

• Website – Updated with news and information including Council Works 
Updates and National Volunteers Week event. 

• NRM – NRM Thursday posts on social media ongoing re weeds and other 
NRM matters and Weed Awareness section ongoing in monthly Sorell Times 
advert.  
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Waste Education  
• Waste Wednesday social media posts ongoing.  
• Community education re the Waste Strategy.  

 
Advocacy  
• Regional Strengthening Projects – Updated identified priorities and relevant 

information drafted into the document and distributed to relevant 
stakeholders. 

 
Area Promotion/Marketing 
• Nil this month. 
 
Social Media 
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COMMUNITY CONSULTATION/ENGAGEMENT 
 
• Sorell Streetscape – Seeking feedback re: community's thoughts on our 

Streetscape and what they might like to see is ongoing. Current works are 
focused on the footpath upgrade and DDA compliance. Future stages will 
incorporate community feedback. Mural feedback into what aspects of 
culture, heritage and community to incorporate into the final design will 
commence once permission received from Mitre10. 

• Red Ochre Beach Access – Commenced initial stages of community 
consultation re: construction and placement of new beach access at Red 
Ochre Beach, including Aboriginal heritage considerations.  

• Blue Lagoon Management Plan – Began drafting a community engagement 
plan for the consultation of the draft Blue Lagoon Management Plan in 
collaborating with Council's NRM Officer. 

• Waste Management Strategy – Liaising with Manager Health and Compliance 
re: key messages and communications for the proposed changes to Council's 
Waste Management Services.  

• Mission Australia 2023 Youth Survey – accepted invitation to participate.  
 
MEDIA  
 
• The Mercury – Provided statement and information to their request re: a 

story on a dog attack at Primrose Sands Beach.  
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• The Mercury – GM replied to information request re: our Waste Management 
Strategy and future changes to services.  

• The Sorell Times – Provided information about Council’s position on the 
proposed LG changes and community catchment areas for their story.  

 
ARTS AND CULTURE 
 
• Sorell 22: Country to Coast – Liaison with Chelko re: completion and 

promotion of culture and identity video. 
 
COMMUNITY COLLABORATIONS 
 
• Accessible Beaches – Met with Christine from Carlton Park Surf Life Saving 

Club re: onsite storage for beach wheelchairs. Investigating how Council can 
collaborate with other groups to support and fund this project.  

• Bicycle Network Tasmania – Supporting them to run their “Back on your Bike” 
program aiming to keep locals moving through winter. Back on your Bike 
helps people develop riding skills like braking, riding slowly, using gears, 
turning and to conduct basic bike maintenance. It can also help people ride 
more confidently on roads and explore local paths. Sessions will be held in 
May, June, and July at the outdoor courts at the South East Stadium and at 
Okines Community House.  

 
COMMUNITY GRANTS PROGRAM 
 
Community Grants 
• Families Tasmania Inc – Four baby and child first aid sessions in the Midway 

Point, Sorell, Dodges Ferry and Dunalley communities. 
• Tasmanian Brick Enthusiasts Inc – Holding a Brixhibition event in Sorell. 
 
Individual Achievement 
• Rueben Wherrett– Beekeeping 
• Lewis Willing – Judo 
• Axl Lobban – Futsal 
 
Quick Response 
Nil 
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EVENTS 
 
• Sorell 22: Country to Coast – Commenced initial organising the launch of the 

video as a community event. 
• National Volunteers Week – Commenced planning for Volunteer Recognition 

Reception to be held at Sorell Emergency Services Hub in collaboration with 
Sorell Volunteer Fire Brigade on Wednesday 17 May at 6.00pm. 

 
CORPORATE ADMINISTRATION  
 
Right to Information   
• 1 Right to Information Request was received. 
 
Policies under review  
• Environmental Sustainability Policy 
• Enforcement Policy 
• Fraud and Corruption Prevention 
• Property Access Policy 
• Code of Tendering 
• Motor Vehicle Policy 
• Disposal of Council Goods & Equipment 
• Investment Policy 
• Fees Refund and Remission 
• Creation and Review of Council Policies 
• Acknowledgement of Traditional Owners Policy 
• Audio Recording of Council Meetings 
• Related Party Disclosures Policy 
• Credit Card Policy 
• Asset Management Policy 
• Personal Information Protection Policy 
• Councillor Code of Conduct 
• Workplace Health and Safety Policy 
• Incident Reporting Procedure 
• Workplace Rehabilitation Policy 
 
Leases & Licences  
• Sorell Football Club Lease negotiations. 
• Dodges Ferry Rec Centre – variation to Lease negotiations re Canteen. 
• Boat Shed Licence ongoing. 
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10.4 PLANNING – SHANE WELLS, MANAGER 
 
Analysis of planning applications received year to date including April 2023.   
 

 
 
During the month of April 2023, no requests to waive Planning fees were 
considered. 
 
DELEGATED AUTHORITY  
 
During the month of April 2023, a total of 30 Planning 
Approvals/Permits/Exemptions have been issued including:  
 

0 Applications approved as Permitted Development; issued under delegated 
authority. 

0 Application presented as Section 56 Amendment for Council consideration at 
DASC/Council Meeting. 

0 Application received which complied with Section 56 Minor Amendment, issued 
under delegated authority. 

3 Applications received which complied with requirements for No Permit Required 
(not requiring a Planning Permit). 

0 Application with the requirements for General Exemptions/Not applicable. 
15 Applications approved as Discretionary Developments; issued under delegated 

authority. 
0 Applications presented as Discretionary Developments for Council consideration at 

DASC/Council Meeting. 
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The following is a summary of approvals/permits issued for April 2023. 
Description Application Type  Property Address Value Of Work 
    
Additions & Alterations 
to Dwelling 

Discretionary 455 Penna Road, Penna $500,000.00 

Two multiple dwellings Discretionary 11 Olympic Avenue, 
Midway Point 
(CT183934/6) 

$500,000.00 

Dwelling Discretionary 9 Olympic Avenue, 
Midway Point 

$450,000.00 

Dwelling and 
Outbuilding 

Discretionary 2 Nguna Street, Dodges 
Ferry 

$200,000.00 

Additions to dwelling No Permit 
Required 

2 Brady Street, Midway 
Point 

$4,000.00 

Dwelling 
(CT183756/51) 

No Permit 
Required 

10 Federation Drive, 
Sorell 

$340,000.00 

Utilities (Penna 
Recycled Water 
Expansion Scheme) 

No Permit 
Required 

271 Penna Road, Penna $0.00 

Dwelling Discretionary 15 Parkside Place, 
Sorell 

$345,430.00 

Dwelling Discretionary 321 Shrub End Road, 
Wattle Hill 

$668,404.00 

Dwelling Discretionary 154 Carlton Beach 
Road, Dodges Ferry 

$350,000.00 

Dwelling (CT183934/1) Discretionary 1 Olympic Avenue, 
Midway Point 
(CT183934/1) 

$448,915.00 

Outbuilding Discretionary 631 Pawleena Road, 
Pawleena 

$18,500.00 

Dwelling & Outbuilding Discretionary 77 Federation Drive, 
Sorell  (CT183756/45) 

$500,000.00 

Additions (deck) Discretionary 83 Susans Bay Road, 
Primrose Sands 

$20,000.00 

Demolition of existing 
buildings including  
New Dwelling 

Discretionary 760 Primrose Sands 
Road, Primrose Sands 

$400,000.00 

Additions to Dwelling Discretionary 14 Pargonee Street, 
Dodges Ferry 

$100,000.00 

Dwelling Discretionary 172 Lewisham Scenic 
Drive, Lewisham 

$1,000,000.00 

Outbuilding Discretionary 756 Primrose Sands 
Road, Primrose Sands 

$15,000.00 

 
  



  

  
AGENDA 
ORDINARY COUNCIL MEETING 
16 MAY 2023 

 

21 

Planning permits issued year for 2023 
 
Planning Applications approved year to date including April 2023. 
 

 
 
SORELL PLANNING AUTHORITY (SPA)  
 
The Sorell Planning Authority (SPA) met on 4 April 2023 and determined the 
following matters: 
• Draft amendments to the Southern Tasmanian Regional Land Use Strategy. 
• Subdivision of four lots at 212 Greens Road, Orielton (7.2022.26.1). 
 
APPEALS  
 

Item Appeal Status Update since previous month 
7.2022.13.1 - Refusal of three 
Lot Subdivision at 186 Greens 
Road, Orielton 

Resolved Yes 

Approval of six lot subdivision 
at 16-42 Arthur Highway, 
Dunalley 

Mediation 
commenced 
 

Nil 
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STRATEGIC PLANNING  
 

Item Status Update since previous 
month 

Outer Hobart Residential 
Supply and Demand Study 

Work has commenced.  
Preliminary result due in Feb-
March.  Due for May-June 
completion 

No 

State Planning Office (SPO) – 
Tasmanian Planning Policies  

Consultation has commenced 
 

Yes.  SPA report due 
in June 

State Planning Office (SPO) – 
Five Year Review of State 
Planning Provisions 
 

SPO have prioritised action 
items for the review process 

No 

State Planning Office (SPO) – 
Regional planning framework 
and structure planning 
guidelines 

SPA response provided 7 
February 2023 

No 

Regional Land Use Strategy 
Update 

Sorell and Brighton Council 
continue to develop a work 
plan to utilise SPO funding 

No 

Website update Ongoing No 
Update of standard planning 
conditions, procedures and 
correspondence 

Ongoing No 

Policy on stormwater in new 
developments 

Council workshop required Yes 

 
NATURAL RESOURCE MANAGEMENT  
 
Following key activities were conducted: 
• Workshop on Cats awareness organised at Midway Point. 
• Various education/awareness articles published. 
• Work in progress for awareness campaign related to feeding ducks in public 

places. 
• Weed removal at Dodges Ferry Rec Reserve Commenced. 
• Plantation in Sorell rivulet completed. 
• Inputs on Arthur Highway road improvement strategy provided.  



  

  
AGENDA 
ORDINARY COUNCIL MEETING 
16 MAY 2023 

 

23 

• Plantation in Blue Lagoon progressed. 
• Council Fleet transition plan work in progress. 
• Various site inspection for weeds around municipality and removal 

underway.  
 
DEVELOPMENT ASSESSMENT  
The following table provides details of the overall Planning, Plumbing and Building 
Applications processed for the years 2017, 2018, 2019, 2020, 2021 & 2022 together 
with current yearly figures up to and including April 2023. 
 

 
DEVELOPMENT ENGINEERING  
 
Development Engineering Compliance 
 
Development Engineering is continuing to actively undertake inspections and 
monitoring of approved developments under construction.  Current developments 
under construction are as follows: 
• 20 Arthur Highway – 55 Lots on corner of Pawleena Road – commenced 

June 2021 – Stage 1, 2, and 3 complete – Stage 4 nearing completion. 
• Sorell – 37 Pawleena Road – Stage 2, 3, 4, and 5 completed – and Stage 6 

nearing completion – works on Pawleena Rd roundabout temporarily on 
hold. 

• Midway Point – 252 Penna Road – Stage 1, 2, 3, and 5 complete, 
construction commenced for stages 4, 6, and 7, Stage 8 for future. 
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• Sorell – 56-62 Forcett Street – 65 Lots by JAC Group – approval given, works 
commenced. 

• 212 Greens Road – 14 lots by JAC Group – approval given, works 
commenced. 

 
Audit inspections for new road, kerb & gutter, footpaths, driveways and 
stormwater infrastructure are ongoing for the above developments. 
  
Approved developments likely to commence soon: 
• Primrose Sands – 6a and 8 Correa Street 6 Lots including road extension – 

engineering drawings undergoing assessments. 
• 17,19A,19B,21,23, & 25 Nugent Road – engineering approval for stage 1 

issued. 
• Lot 1000 Old Forcett Road – undergoing stormwater assessment 
• 16-42 Arthur Highway Dunalley – awaiting submission of engineering 

drawings. 
 

10.5 HEALTH AND COMPLIANCE – GREG ROBERTSON, MANAGER 
 
BUILDING  
 
Analysis of applications approved year to date including April 2023. These include 
(Permit/Notifiable/Low Risk/Substantial Compliance). 
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Details of applications that were approved in April 2023 (details below).  These 
include: 
• 7 Permits 
• 15 Notifiable 
• 1 Low Risk 
• 2 Substantial Compliance  
 

Property Address Propose Use Of Building Value Of Work 
12 Fishburn Way, Sorell Dwelling $395,595.00 
13 Nash Street, Sorell Solar Panels $2,000.00 
13 Fishburn Way, Sorell Dwelling $371,175.00 
117 Marion Bay Road, Copping Shed $30,000.00 
31 Dransfields Road, Copping (CT 
183068/1) 

Dwelling & Carport $300,000.00 

21 Downward Way, Sorell Dwelling $385,000.00 
14 Downward Way, Sorell Dwelling $383,000.00 
257 Pawleena Road, Sorell Outbuilding (Shed) $60,000.00 
7 Elima Court, Dodges Ferry Dwelling $550,000.00 
1 Stanford Court, Sorell Dwelling $650,000.00 
32 Elise Drive, Dodges Ferry Solar Panels $18,674.00 
15 Birkdale Place, Midway Point Dwelling $410,000.00 
10 Fishburn Way, Sorell Dwelling $339,335.00 
10 Woodruff Court, Sorell Dwelling  & Storage Shed $744,291.00 
263 Carlton Beach Road, Carlton Outbuildings $90,000.00 
2 Lagoon View Court, Midway 
Point 

Multiple Dwellings X2 $500,000.00 

4 Kannah Street, Dodges Ferry Dwelling with deck and garage slab $0.00 
4 Woodruff Court, Sorell Shed - Temp Dwelling $250,000.00 
15 Fishburn Way, Sorell Dwelling $334,430.00 
294 Arthur Highway, Sorell Outbuilding $0.00 
29 Raynors Road, Midway Point Dwelling $185,000.00 
(Part Of) 274 Shark Point Road, 
Penna 

 
$100,000.00 

13 Josephs Road, Carlton Shed $0.00 
558 Kelleive Road, Kellevie Farm Shed $28,987 

 
During the month of April 2023, no requests to waive building and plumbing fees 
were considered. 
 
BUILDING COMPLIANCE  
 
Council compliance officers are continuing to investigate and inspect any incoming 
complaint or query in relation to potential illegal construction of works on a weekly 
basis.  
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During the month of April 2023, we received 2 complaints that required further 
investigation, and 1 complaint that was able to be resolved.  
 
There was no on-site inspection for the month of April.   Rhiannon Baines was on 
Long Service Leave for the month of April, which resulted in minimal compliance 
work and inspections being completed.  
 
We often receive other incoming queries/complaints that do not require follow up 
and/or can be forwarded to a different department for action.  
 
Below statistics reflective of Notices/Orders issued for April 2023: 
 

Building Notices issued: 0 
Building Notices revoked: 0 
Building Order issued: 0 
Building Order revoked:  0 
Infringement Notices issued: 0 
Emergency Order issued: 0 
Complaints in progress  9 

 
Continuing to work through the years and updating Councils Property Wise system 
to reflect correct status. Years include 1994 – 2006. Remaining years to be 
completed are 1996 and 2005.  
 
PLUMBING  
 
Analysis of applications approved year to date including April 2023.  These include 
(Permit/Notifiable/Low Risk).   
 
Details of applications that were processed in April 2023 (details below).  These 
include: 
• 9 Permits 
• 8 Notifiable 
• 2 Low Risk 
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In April 57 plumbing inspections were conducted for new and existing plumbing 
works. These works are current Plumbing Permits and Certificates of Likely 
Compliance.  

 
ENVIRONMENTAL HEALTH 
 
Building Act 2016 

Onsite wastewater management assessments completed for Plumbing Permit 
applications.   

The operator of a commercial property in the Southern Beaches which discharges 
wastewater into Pittwater has not yet been resolved.   The licensee has obtained 
an extension to the permit and is obtaining a quote from a plumber. However, a 
date for starting working has yet not been provided.  
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Councils’ EHO has been dealing with several complaints about failing onsite waste 
management systems in southern beaches.  

By Laws 

Environmental Health By-law, Regulatory Impact Statement has been finalised and 
submitted to the Director of Local Government for review in December. The 
Director has provided a response in April 2023 and requested that various aspects 
of the RIS be amended. He also recommended that Council seek legal advice on 
various clauses of the proposed by-law. Once advice has been received and 
amendments made, the RIS and by-law will be sent to the Director of Local 
Government for approval to undertake public consultation. 

Land Use Planning & Approval Act 1993 

Development and subdivision application assessments completed including, new 
houses in the Southern Beaches (where the Southern Beach On-site Wastewater 
and Stormwater Special Area Plan applies), multiple dwellings, commercial 
developments in Sorell. 

Final subdivision plans were assessed in Midway Point, Dodges Ferry and Primrose 
Sands to ensure compliance with permit conditions.   

Food Act 2003 

Five Food business safety assessments were conducted during April.  The EHO has 
initiated working with Sorell Registered Food businesses to introduce the Food 
Safety Supervisor requirements.  

Public Health Act 1997 

The Environmental Health Officer attended a training seminar discussing 
Environmental Protection Notices by EPA, Public health workshops and EHA 
National updates.   

Notifiable disease interviews were conducted and sent to the Director of Public 
Health. 

Sampling of Blue Lagoon for nutrients occurred once during April.  The data 
provides information on the health of the lagoon and will be used to assess the 
impact of discharging stormwater onto Red Ochre Beach.   

No water carter registration approved in April.  Water carters are difficult to inspect 
due to a lack of working at heights ticket for the EHO.  To inspect a water tank on a 
truck, a cherry picker is required to be used to see into the water tank.   

EHO and NRM Officer were awarded a Healthy Focus grant to create a Sorell Rivulet 
Trail for preventative health measures using an active transport corridor for walking 
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from the new Pawleena Road subdivision to the centre of town.  The grant 
incorporates flood mitigation, improving riparian zone of the river and increase 
natural recreation to encourage active living for residents within the heart of the 
township. The aim is to provide a river walk along the Sorell Rivulet.  The grant is 
being further assessed by the Leadership Team. 

SBIP (Immunisations) 

All year 7 and year 10 students vaccinated were uploaded into the Australian 
Immunisation Record.   

Staff Influenza immunisation were also completed in April. 

Environmental Management & Pollution Control Act 1994 (EMPCA) 

Noise complaints including, music, construction noise, trail bike riding in Dodges 
Ferry were received and investigated.   

Waste dumping, burning prohibited waste and dust complaints were also received.  
The dust complaints were associated with a subdivision being constructed in 
Midway Point. The contractor has now finished works on stages 2, 3 and 5 and has 
seeded with grass to stabilise the soil. Recent complaints related to stage 7 which 
is under construction and the soil is very sandy, these works are expected to be 
completed by September and the soil will then be stabilised.  

EHO preparing another audit of a Level One activity in Sorell.   

Waste Management  

The Sorell Council Waste Strategy has been advertised, several responses and 
enquiries have been received and two public meeting will take place in May to 
enable residents to ask questions about the strategy. 

Manager of Health & Compliance has prepared waste management tender 
documents, which are being reviewed by Councils solicitor, the tender should be 
advertised in June 2023. 

Street Stall / Public place permits 

No new applications were approved in April.  

Recreational Leave 

Senior Compliance Officer and Animal Management Officer were on annual leave 
for two-weeks during April. 
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COMPLIANCE  

Infringements issued for Nuisance Dogs (including Dog at large and unregistered 
dogs) 

8 

Infringement issued for Taking a Dog into a restricted area 0  
Reported Dog attacks on livestock or other Dogs 5  
Reported Dog attacks on people 0 
Dogs impounded 6 
Nuisance created by animals including dogs (Noise/Odour) 18 
Fire Hazard Abatement notices issued 0 
Litter Infringement notice issued 0  
New Dog Registrations as a result of door knocks 5 
Dog Abatement Notice/infringement Notice (currently being appealed to the 
Magistrates court) 

0 

Infringement issued By-Laws 1 
 
Animal Management Officers investigated several serious dog attacks during the 
month and issued an abatement notice and several infringement notices.  
There were numerous dog barking complaints for the month with 18 barking 
complaints still being investigated. Numerous noise complaints from roosters were 
received and investigated with several birds surrendered to Council. 
 
Compliance staff have recently noticed an increase in rubbish dumping. 
Unfortunately, it is often not possible to identify the person/s responsible. 
 

10.6 INFRASTRUCTURE AND ASSETS – JULIE MANN, MANAGER 
 
CAPITAL WORKS TRANSPORT AND STORMWATER  
 
Since the last departmental update staff have been focused on preparing estimates 
and scoping of potential candidates for the forthcoming capital works budget. 
Council have been advised last week that the grant application submitted for 
Wiggins Road as part of the Safer Rural Road Program was successful. The next step 
is to submit the finalised designs for approval by the Department of State Growth’s 
Traffic Engineering team prior to the provision of a Grant Deed. 
  
There are several Capital Works projects that are being designed, advertised for 
construction, about to commence construction, have commenced or achieved 
practical completion across our Municipality. 
 
Capital Works projects within the design phase: 
• Bay Road, Marion Bay – Road reconstruction and associated stormwater 

upgrade – C-23-T-002, T-010 & S-002 - The design services have been 
awarded to a consultant. 
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• CAC Access Road, Sorell – Emergency vehicle egress and pedestrian access 
only. Design commenced (internal). 

• Parnella Road, Dodges Ferry – C-23-T-003 & C-23-S-001 - Kerb and 
stormwater upgrade for road sheet flow control. Design commenced 
(internal). 

• Marion Bay Road, Bream Creek – C-23-T-052 – Emergency Reconstruction - 
Design commenced (internal). 

• Branders Road, Orielton – C-23-S-013 – Culvert under road and table drain - 
Design commenced (internal). 

• Shamrock Court, Carlton – C-23-S-015 – Stormwater Outfall remediation - 
Design commenced (internal). 

• Junction Street, Dodges Ferry – C-23-T-046 Footpath renewal - Design 
commenced (internal). 

• Lewisham Scenic Drive, Lewisham – C-23-T-047 – Footpath renewal (Hurst 
to Mary) - Design commenced (internal). 

• Tamarix Road, Primrose Sands – C-23-LI-002 – New gravel path - Design 
commenced (internal). 

 
Capital Works construction projects within the procurement process: 
• Nugent Road Reconstruction, Wattle Hill - C-23-T-005 – Tender assessment 

in progress; and 
• Nugent Road, Nugent – C-23-S-006 - Curryjong Rivulet Culvert Replacement 

- Tender assessment in progress. 
 
Capital Works about to commence construction:  
• Valley View Close, Sorell – C-23-T-048 - Renewal of asphalt footpath - Works 

are awarded to a contractor and planned for commencement in June 2023.    
 
Capital Works commenced construction:  
• Latena Street, Dodges Ferry Stormwater Outlet Remediation Works – Works 

substantially complete, some defects require attention and revegetation 
works are planned for June 2023.  

• Devenish Drive, Sorell – Drainage Upgrade – Possession of site occurred 
Friday, 17 February 2023 and works are due for completion end of May 
2023. However, significant service relocations under Devenish Drive will 
delay the completion date to June 2023.    

• Penna Road, Sorell – Renewal of concrete footpath - Works are awarded to 
a contractor and planned for commencement in May 2023.   

• Kannah Street, Dodges Ferry - Stormwater upgrade improving roadside 
infrastructure to reduce the risk of flooding – Works are awarded to a 
contractor and planned for commencement in June 2023.      

 
Capital Works complete since last report:  

• Nil. 
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Other items 
• Finalising detailed engineering design consultancy brief for design of a 

number of 2022/2023 capital projects – roads, footpaths, storm water, etc; 
and 

• Ongoing investigations associated with stormwater issues throughout the 
municipality. 

  
ASSETS / GIS / ICT  
 
• Server Hardware in place and all virtual machines to be migrated by end of 

May. Staggered approach for testing purposes.  
• Continued CAPEX candidates scoping and OPEX budgeting for Infrastructure 

and Assets for the 2023/24 financial year. 
• Land Improvement revaluation first draft received excluding street lighting 

assets until further discussion with TasNetworks on Council ownership – 
TasNetworks spatial dataset suggests we own more than we have previously 
recognised and valued.  

  
PROJECT ENGINEERING 

  
ROAD & TRAFFIC  
 

Footpaths   
• Red Ochre Beach Access – Lease agreement from Parks and Wildlife has been 

received. Stakeholder consultation is being coordinated. There have been 
separate issues raised with this project, one for general access and another 
to preserve the existing red ochre along the foreshore.      

• Sorell Streetscape – Stage 1 (Westpac – United) is nearing completion and 
Stage 2 will be sent out for quotes shortly.   

 
Vulnerable Road User Program 
• Grant application for Gate Five Rd to the bus stop adjacent to 346 Carlton 

River Road application was recommended for funding. However, this 
recommendation is indicative of the likely outcome of the application but is 
not yet confirmation that the application has been successful. A detailed 
design must be developed and submitted to the Traffic Engineering Branch 
to progress further. 

 
Pembroke Park – BMX Bike Track 
• Both parties have agreed to the scope and timeframe for works to 

commence. Works are now expected to commence in June 2023 and be 
completed by October/ November 2023. Letter of acceptance has been 
issued.  
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Rotary Bus Shelters 
• The bus shelter at the intersection of Primrose Sands Road and Colleen 

Crescent has been installed. Rotary are preparing to install the shelter at 197 
Carlton Beach Rd. 

 

BUILDINGS    
 
Train Shed  
• The trees/ shrubs are yet to be planted due to the site still requiring 

maintenance works.  
• Door furniture installation and painting of the doors is underway. 
 

Lewisham Boat Ramp Toilet 
• The building is complete including power supply to site. 
• Waiting on materials for the wastewater system to arrive from the mainland.   
 
Southeast Jobs Hub 
• Quantity surveyor has provided a cost estimate that is currently being 

reviewed/ assessed.  
 
Sorell Function Centre 
• Preliminary design considerations are being developed to be provided to the 

quantity surveyor for the cost estimate. 
 
Southeast Stadium 
• Contractual negotiations on outstanding payments continuing with architect 

and sub-consultants/ contractors. 
 
Sorell Memorial Hall 
• Cost estimate is currently being developed for proposed extension to eastern 

side of the main hall. 
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10.7 ROADS AND STORMWATER – DAVID REARDON, MANAGER 
 
CRM’s  

 
 
Road Maintenance and Repairs 
 

Priority 1 Urgent - 1 Day 
Priority 2 Important- 6 Weeks 
Priority 3  Required - 16 Weeks 
Priority 4 Maintenance - 26 Weeks 
Priority 5 Monitor - 52 Weeks 

 
Unsealed Road Crew 
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• Maintenance Grading/Potholing on Bream Creek Road, and Woods Road. 
 
Roadside Furniture 
• Signs/Guideposts on Bream Creek Road, and Josephs Road. 
 
Sealed Road Crew 
 

 
 
• Potholing on Bally Park Road, Casuarina Close, Nerine Street, Shark Point 

Road, Pembroke Park Access Major, Carlton Beach Road, and Rosendale 
Road. 

• Drains/Culverts on Nugent Road, and Fulham Road. 
• Clean Oil Spill on Stanley Court. 
• Footpath maintenance on Barclay Court. 
• Vegetation on Old Forcett Road, Carlton Beach Road, and Carlton River Road. 
 
Roadside Furniture 
• Signs/Guideposts on Geeves Crescent, Delmore Road, and CAC Access. 
• Pedestrian Arches on Fitzroy Street, and Weston Hill Road. 
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Stormwater Crew 
 

 
 
• Clean drains at Grebe Street, Little Falcon Street, Penna Road, Shark Point 

Road, Mongana Street, Bingham Street, and Fourth Avenue. 
• Remove Cumbungi Weed in Dodges Ferry Lagoon. 
• Temporary Driveway Fix on Main Road. 
• Pre-Weather Event Inspection/Clean in Zone 1, Zone 2, and Zone 3. 
 
 

10.8 FACILITIES AND RECREATION – SONIA PULLEN, MANAGER 
 
Meetings Attended: 
• Various meetings re: Pembroke Park Stadium & Community Facilities.  
• Various meetings regarding Canteen and Gym operators for the Stadium.  
• Various meetings Dunalley Hall users. 
• Various meetings Recreation Team. 
• Various onsite meetings with residents and staff. 
• Andrew Moore. 
• Brixhibition Group. 
 
Activities: 
• Basketball Tas Clinics. 
• Jack Jumpers Basketball Clinic. 
• Soccer Clinic. 
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Facility Usage: 
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South East Stadium: 
• Facility inductions to key users of the stadium. 
• Promotion of the stadium beyond South East region to increase utilisation. 
• TNL season started.  
• New facility booking system – Continue to transfer bookings from the old 

system. Communication to all facility users provided. 
• Developed additional fees for stadium usage by individuals, small groups and 

school groups.  
• Budget preparations for next financial year.  
• Various meetings with stadium anchor tenants SENA, SEBA, SEUFC; and gym 

and canteen operators.  
• Various meetings regarding Stadium & Community Facilities.  
• Ongoing liaison with Project Engineer and suppliers on various matters 

regarding defect corrections.  
• Ongoing liaison with local clubs and other future users of the stadium. 
• School Holiday Program. 
 
LAND IMPROVEMENTS 
 
Land Improvements: 
• Tree work – Meethenar Street, Lewisham Scenic Drive, Okines Road, 

Devenish Drive, and Grevillea Street.  
• Various tree work at addresses for hazard reduction under powerlines.   
• Ongoing mowing and maintenance for Parks, Reserves and Walkways.  
• CRM’s.  
• Roadside spraying started.   
• Various street tree trimming in Sorell.  
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FACILITY MAINTENANCE  
 
All Buildings - general maintenance requirements as per form 46. 
 
Repairs and maintenance summary per location, including vandalism related 
repairs and reactive maintenance: 

 
 
Repairs and maintenance Summary of Buildings – by Work Order Type  
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11.0 PETITIONS 
 

11.1 PETITION – INAPPROPRIATE ZONING SHARK POINT ROAD PENNA 
 

RECOMMENDATION  
 
“That in accordance with Section 58(2) of the Local Government Act 1993, Council 
receives the attached petition comprising 99 signatories requesting Council take 
action to reject an application for an industrial development at 404 Shark Point 
Road Penna and petition Councillors to initiate an amendment through the Sorell 
Planning Authority to the Southern Tasmanian Regional Land Use Strategy 
(STRLUS) to enable land on the northern side of Shark Point Road, to the west of 
Penna Road be rezoned to Rural Living.” 
 
INTRODUCTION  

On Monday 1st May 2023, the (attached) petition was delivered to Council and 
subsequently the General Manager to be registered and presented to Council. 
The petition contains all the pre-requisite information as per the Local 
Government Act 1993 (“the Act”), Section 57(2).  
 

The petition has been lodged by Maria Mitsakis of 312 Shark Point Road, Penna, 
Rendell Emmett of 595 Shark Point Road, Penna and Ross Sermens of 391 Shark 
Point Road, Penna. 
 
STATUTORY MATTERS 

Relevant controls on the preparation, submission and consideration of petitions is 
contained in Part 6 – Petitions, polls and public meetings, Division 1 of the Act. 
 

Sections 58 and 60 specify how a Council is to accept and act on a valid petition 
with associated timeframes. A petition must be tabled by the General Manager at 
the next ordinary meeting of the council. Council must then determine any action 
in respect of the petition within 42 days.   
 
REPORT  

The petition containing 99 signatories requests the following action: 
 
“Reject the application for an industrial development of a Caravan and Boat 
Storage facility at 404 Shark Point Road Penna. 
 
In addition, we petition the Councillors to initiate an amendment through the 
Sorell Planning Authority to the Southern Tasmanian Regional Land Use Strategy 
(STRLUS) to enable land on the northern side of Shark Point Road, to the west of 
Penna Road be rezoned to Rural Living, in order to provide a proper buffer to 
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protect the amenity of the Low Residential zone in the southern side of Shark Point 
Road from the impact of any inappropriate type of industrial development. 
 
The anomaly that needs to change is from Rural to Rural Living. Shark Point Road 
residents would not object to the rezoning to Rural Living, as this is more in 
keeping with Low Residential in this area.” 
 
On the first matter of the petition requesting the Planning Authority reject the DA, 
this is not able to be considered.  The statutory notification period for the DA is 
the only valid period by which a representation can be received and considered as 
part of the planning assessment.  This is mandated by the Land Use Planning & 
Approvals Act 1993.  To that extent, the petition has no basis in the statutory 
assessment and determination of the DA. 
 
The DA was subsequently determined by the Sorell Planning Authority at their 
meeting of 2nd May 2023, taking into consideration the formal assessment 
presented by the Manager Planning.  It was approved and is subject to a 14 day 
appeal period for both the applicant and third party representors.  Some of those 
representors are also petitioners therefore, have valid appeal rights through 
TASCAT. 
 
Turning to the request for Council to initiate an amendment to the STRLUS that 
would enable the northern side of Shark Point Rd (west of Penna Rd) to be zoned 
Rural Living, there are a number of relevant matters. 
 
There is currently no mechanism for a Council to request the STRLUS be amended 
and until such time as the STRLUS is updated by the State Government, it is not 
feasible nor would it be recommended that Council initiate an amendment to the 
Tasmanian Planning Scheme – Sorell Local Provisions Schedule (LPS) to rezone the 
nominated land area.  This is because prior attempts have been rejected by the 
Tasmanian Planning Commission in 2017 (Interim Planning Scheme) and 2022 
principally on the basis of non-compliance with the STRLUS or how consideration 
is given to the expansion of rural living areas (amongst other matters).  The 2017 
application by a number of owners was supported by Council as planning 
authority.  The latter was via a representation to the statutory LPS notification 
process on behalf of a number of owners.  Council acting as planning authority, 
consistent with the advice of the consultant planner, did not consider the 
representation warranted modification to the draft LPS.   
 
An additional application was made in 2021 by other owners for a similar 
rezoning, however, this was not pursued as recommended to the applicant by 
Council planning staff, and did not progress to any formal assessment (noting the 
LPS representation had been submitted). 
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The State Government in partnership with all southern councils will be carrying 
out the first formal review of the STRLUS over the next 18 months due for 
completion December 2024.  This process will include public consultation. 
 
 
 
 
ROBERT HIGGINS 
General Manager 
11 May 2023 
Attachments: (11) 
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11.2 PETITION – RESTRICTING VEHICULAR ACCESS TO CONNELLY’S MARSH 
BEACH 
 

RECOMMENDATION  
 
“That in accordance with Section 60(2) of the Local Government Act 1993, Council 
resolves to undertake the following: 

i) To install signage at the Knights Road beach access junction 
advising no turning and parking is available; 

ii) To prepare a design and cost estimate for the establishment of 
a public parking area in the Knights Road road reserve; 

iii) To formally request Parks and Wildlife Service confirm their 
position on retaining or restricting vehicle access to Connelly’s 
Marsh beach from the Knights Road access; and 

iv) To formally request Parks and Wildlife Service confirm their 
position on existing private property vehicle access.” 

 
INTRODUCTION  
 

On Wednesday 22nd March 2023, a petition was delivered to Council and 
subsequently the General Manager to be registered and presented to Council.  
This occurred at the 18th April ordinary Council meeting with the petition 
containing the pre-requisite information as per Section 58(2) of the Local 
Government Act 1993 (“the Act”). 
 

The petition (attached) was lodged by Wayne Grant of 32 Knights Road, Connelly’s 
Marsh, David Langlois of 34 Knights Road, Connelly’s Marsh and Karen Street of 
32 Knights Road, Connelly’s Marsh and contained 59 signatories requesting the 
following action: 
 
“That the vehicle access to the beach at Connelly’s Marsh be restricted to 
emergency vehicles only as at Carlton Beach.” 
 
STATUTORY MATTERS 
 

Relevant controls on the preparation, submission and consideration of petitions is 
contained in Part 6 – Petitions, polls and public meetings, Division 1 of the Act. 
 
Sections 58 and 60 specify how a Council is to accept and act on a valid petition 
with associated timeframes.  Once tabled by Council (done at the April 2023 
ordinary meeting), Council must then determine any action in respect of the 
petition within 42 days.   
 
In addition, the General Manager is to advise the Council whether the petition 
complies with Section 59 (petition seeking a public meeting).  This is not relevant 
for this petition.  
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REPORT  
 
The matter of vehicles accessing and traversing Connelly’s Marsh beach (“the 
beach”) has been raised with Council and Parks & Wildlife Service (“PWS”) a 
number of times over a number of years.   
 
The public vehicle access to the beach is located off Knights Rd, forms part of the 
Knights Road road reserve, is a single lane unsealed / sand formation that has no 
provision for turning or parking and has been in existence for (presumably) 
decades.  It also provides vehicle access to three private properties.  The 6.0m 
wide road reserve has not been transferred to Council and remains in the 
ownership of C.R. Leslie and V.R. Smith with the final plan dating from 1973.  An 
adjoining 4.40m wide road reserve is located to the east, has not been 
constructed and similarly has not been transferred to Council (owned by C. 
Heiermann with final plan dated 1999).   
 
No formal public parking is located in the vicinity noting an area is available in 
front of 3 & 11 Knights Rd within the road reserve but has not been constructed 
and appears to not be used (refer Diagram 2). 
 
The road reserve boundary and PWS Crown foreshore boundary occur 
approximately 11.0 metres from the beach proper (refer Diagram 1). 
 

 
Diagram 1 
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Diagram 2 

 
The other formal and utilised public access to the beach is located at the southern 
end off Beach Rd, is a pedestrian access only and has capacity for public parking. 
 
Community views on this matter range widely from wanting to retain vehicle 
access for boat launching, and/or traversing the beach and/or emergency access 
to restricting vehicle access other than for emergency vehicles.  Sentiment is 
strong for retaining the status quo resulting from the 2013 bushfires (as is the 
case with most of those communities across Sorell and Tasman impacted by that 
event). 
 
Boat launching facilities are located at Primrose Sands beach (limited), Gypsy Bay 
ramp, Dunalley ramp and Boomer Bay ramp.  
 
A number of properties along Connelly’s Marsh have constructed or modified the 
Crown foreshore to enable private vehicle and pedestrian access and which do 
not have an associated Crown licence or lease.  There are approximately nine 
unauthorised private vehicle accesses to the beach. 
 
It is noted there are a number of jetty’s and boat sheds along the north-west 
rocky foreshore that do have a Crown licence or lease. 
 
Of the 59 signatories to the petition, it is estimated they relate to 25 properties in 
Connelly’s Marsh.  Of those properties, it is estimated six have established a 
private vehicle access to the beach. 
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Prior communication with PWS on the matter of the public vehicle access off 
Knights Road has indicated limitations with PWS capacity and resources to 
proactively enforce compliance across a range of statewide assets.  Further, the 
existence of unauthorised private vehicle accesses on Crown land is an 
outstanding matter.  PWS do monitor the beach and the public access as part of 
routine inspections.  The complaints PWS have received around vehicles on the 
beach have not been numerous and coincide with long weekends/ public holidays.  
Their advice to the public and complainants is to contact TasPolice for dangerous 
and anti-social behaviour.   
 
TasPolice have previously advised that a Crown beach / foreshore does not allow 
the usual Traffic Act enforcement head of power. 
 
Allowing vehicles onto popular and populated swimming (non-surf) beaches in 
front of an established housing / shack area is unlikely to be supported by 
contemporary risk management practices.  Alternatively, if public access was 
restricted to boat launching only with no parking, risk would be expected to 
reduce.  Additional signage would then be required but again, compliance would 
rest with PWS as the beach is Crown land.   
 
On the basis public and private vehicle access has been in place for many years, it 
is presumed shorebird habitat/protection is not a priority/concern. 
 
PWS have previously advised they have no fundamental objection should Council 
install a vehicle barrier at the beach noting the likely adverse reaction from users.  
Removable bollards could be installed for emergency vehicle access. 
 
As Council has no jurisdiction over the Crown PWS beach, it is considered 
appropriate that PWS would need to agree to and install any restricted access.  
This has been the case elsewhere and in further support of this, in the limited 
situations where a Council has held a lease over a Crown beach, it was a matter 
for the Council to install and control vehicle access. 
 
Further confirmation of PWS advice / position has been sought since receiving the 
petition but has not been forthcoming to date. 
 
An inherent challenge with this situation is that restricting ‘public’ vehicle beach 
access from Knights Road does not address those properties with ‘private’ vehicle 
beach access and further, that some of the petitioners have a ‘private’ vehicle 
access.  The equitable approach should the public vehicle access from Knight Road 
be closed, would be for PWS to also enforce removal and rehabilitation of the 
unauthorised vehicle accesses.   
 
Both of these options will be met with objection.   
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As PWS are the statutory management body responsible for the Crown beach, it is 
submitted that a formal risk assessment on public safety and environmental 
impacts should be undertaken with the results informing any required actions.  It 
is further submitted that should such an assessment indicate access should be 
restricted (not including emergency vehicles), it is appropriate that Council as the 
responsible road authority should support this. 
 
Immediate Council action could include the installation of additional signage at 
the access entrance on Knights Road advising no parking or turning is available.   
 
Longer term, the provision of public parking in the widened road reserve verge in 
front of 3 & 11 Knight Rd could be designed, priced and considered as a future 
new capital budget candidate.  
 
 
 
ROBERT HIGGINS 
General Manager 
11 May 2023 
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12.0 LAND USE PLANNING 
 
The Mayor advised in accordance with the provisions of Part 2 Regulation 25 of the 
Local Government (Meeting Procedures) Regulations 2015, the intention of the 
Council to act as a planning authority pursuant to the Land Use Planning and 
Approvals Act 1993 is to be noted. 
 
In accordance with Regulation 25, the Council will act as a planning authority in 
respect to those matters appearing under item 12 on this agenda, inclusive of any 
supplementary items. 
 

12.1 SORELL PLANNING AUTHORITY MINUTES 
 
RECOMMENDATION 
 
“That the minutes of the Sorell Planning Authority (“SPA”) Meetings of 2nd May 
2023 be noted.” 
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13.0 GOVERNANCE 
 

13.1 PROPOSED DISPOSAL OF PUBLIC LAND – PART OF TRILLICK 
COURT ROAD RESERVE 
 
RECOMMENDATION 
 
”That Council: 
1. resolve pursuant to Section 178 of the Local Government Act 1993 (“the Act”) 

that Council intends to dispose, exchange or lease public land, being land (“the 
Land”) described in - Certificate of Title Volume 106970 Folio 14 Part of Trillick 
Court Road Reserve, Sorell; 

2. authorise the General Manager to take all actions necessary to complete public 
notification of Council’s intent to exchange, sell or lease the Land in accordance 
with Section 178 of the Act; and 

3. authorise the General Manager to consider and acknowledge any objection 
received pursuant to Section 178(6) of the Act and report to a future Council 
meeting.” 

 
Introduction 
 
The purpose of this report is to seek a Council resolution to authorise the General 
Manager to commence the statutory notification process to dispose a portion of 
road reserve in Trillick Court, Sorell. 
 
This initial step is the first stage of a number of statutory processes that are 
required prior to the land being disposed of should Council resolve to do so once 
these processes have concluded. 
 
The proposed land is a portion of road reserve of approximately 222.8sqm Trillick 
Court, Sorell – Figure 1 & 2 below. 
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Figure 1 – Subject Site 

 

 
Figure 2 – Proposed Public Land Transfer 

 
Background 
 
Permit 5.2018.372.1 was approved on 6 November 2018 for the construction of 22 
multiple dwellings at 59-61 Tasman Highway with access from Trillick Court. 
 
Trillick Court was originally constructed with a T turning head.  The multiple 
dwelling permit required an extension of the public road (Trillick Court) to the 
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frontage of the site, which is a distance of some 15m.  The required extension did 
not include any turning facilities at the termination of Trillick Court. 
 
As the development progressed, it became evident that a better outcome would 
be to retain the public road as is (with a small increase to the T turning head and 
additional kerbing) with the 15m extension treated as a private driveway. 
 
The rear of 57 Tasman Highway (which contains the red roof dwelling and shed in 
Figure 2) has a right of way over 59-61 Tasman Highway through to the small parcel 
of land that is the subject of this report. 
 
Strategic plan 
 
The matter is not inconsistent nor specifically contemplated by the Strategic Plan. 
 
There is a larger project for Council to resolve across the municipal area regarding 
the open Space Strategy and location, use, strategic need and financial impacts of 
walkways and to an associated extent, those road reserves also impacted by virtue 
of the transfer process not being correctly completed at time of title issue. These 
scenarios are spread across the built up areas (principally) and date back decades. 
 
Annual plan 
 
The matter is not inconsistent nor specifically contemplated by the Annual Plan. 
 
Policy 
 
No policies applicable 
 
Environmental implications 
 
No environmental implications 
 
Asset management implications 
 
The proposal formalises the private access and avoids a small extension of the 
public road which would otherwise form a new Council asset.  This is a preferred 
outcome given that the extension of the public road would only benefit the existing 
development and the public road cannot be formed to any reasonable standard 
with respect to turning facilities. 
 
Risk management implications 
 
The Act provides the statutory framework for a Council to consider and dispose of 
Public Land. Risks associated with this process are considered low and manageable. 
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Community implications 
 
The land is considered to be Public Land as per Section 177A of the Act. 
 
The Act requires the General Manager to notify the public of Council’s intention to 
sell Public Land. In particular to: 
 
 publish that intention on at least two separate occasions in a daily 
 newspaper in the municipal area; and 
 display a copy of the notice on any boundary of the public land; and 
 notify the public that objection to the proposed lease may be made to the 

General Manager within 21 days of the date of the first publication. 
 
Sections 177 & 178 of the Act set forth the procedure for the sale or disposal of 
Public Land, as detailed below:- 
 

177. Sale and disposal of land 
 
(1) A council may sell, lease, donate, exchange or otherwise dispose of land 
owned by it, other than public land, in accordance with this section. 
(2) Before a council sells, leases, donates, exchanges or otherwise disposes 
of any land, it is to obtain a valuation of the land from the Valuer-General or 
a person who is qualified to practise as a land valuer under section 4 of the 
Land Valuers Act 2001 . 
(3) A council may sell – 

(a) any land by auction or tender; or 
(b) any specific land by any other method it approves. 

(4) A council may exchange land for other land – 
(a) if the valuations of each land are comparable in value; or 
(b) in any other case, as it considers appropriate. 

(5) A contract pursuant to this section for the sale, lease, donation, exchange 
or other disposal of land which is public land is of no effect. 
(6) A decision by a council under this section must be made by absolute 
majority. 

 
177A. Public land 
 
(1) The following land owned by a council is public land: 

(a) a public pier or public jetty; 
(b) any land that provides health, recreation, amusement or sporting 
facilities for public use; 
(c) any public park or garden;  
(d) any land acquired under section 176 for the purpose of establishing 
or extending public land; 
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(e) any land shown on a subdivision plan as public open space that is 
acquired by a council under the Local Government (Building and 
Miscellaneous Provisions) Act 1993 ; 
(f) any other land that the council determines is public land; 
(g) any other prescribed land or class of land. 

 
(2) The general manager is to – 

(a) keep lists or maps of all public land within the municipal area; 
and 
(b) make the lists and maps available for public inspection at any time 
during normal business hours 
 

178. Sale, exchange and disposal of public land 
 
(1) A council may sell, lease, donate, exchange or otherwise dispose of public 
land owned by it in accordance with this section. 
(2) Public land that is leased for any period by a council remains public land 
during that period. 
(3) A resolution of the council to sell, lease, donate, exchange or otherwise 
dispose of public land is to be passed by an absolute majority. 
(4) If a council intends to sell, lease, donate, exchange or otherwise dispose 
of public land, the general manager is to– 

(a) publish that intention on at least 2 separate occasions in a daily 
newspaper circulating in the municipal area; and 
(ab) display a copy of the notice on any boundary of the public land that 
abuts a highway; and 
(b) notify the public that objection to the proposed sale, lease, donation, 
exchange or disposal may be made to the general manager within 21 
days of the date of the first publication. 

(5) If the general manager does not receive any objection under subsection 
(4) and an appeal is not made under section 178A , the council may sell, 
lease, donate, exchange or otherwise dispose of public land in accordance 
with its intention as published under subsection (4) . 
(6) The council must – 

(a) consider any objection lodged; and 
(b) by notice in writing within 7 days after making a decision to take or 
not to take any action under this section, advise any person who lodged 
an objection of – 

(i) that decision; and 
(ii) the right to appeal against that decision under section 178A . 

 
(7) The council must not decide to take any action under this section if – 

(a) any objection lodged under this section is being considered; or 
(b) an appeal made under section 178A has not yet been determined; or 
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(c) the Appeal Tribunal has made a determination under section 178B(b) 
or (c) . 

(8) . . . . . . . . 
 
Statutory implications 
 
As per Section 178 of the Local Government Act 1993, stated above. 
 
Report 
 
The identified Council road reserve portion is zoned General Residential under the 
Tasmanian Planning Scheme - Sorell. 
 
The transfer would be conditional upon the provision of a right of way 10m wide in 
favour of CT 142116/1 (57 Tasman Highway, Orford) through to Trillick Court. 
 
It is not considered there will be any negative impacts to the public resulting from 
the proposed transfer. 
 
Conclusion 
 
Consent is sought from Council to authorise the General Manager to progress with 
the initial statutory and associated matters under the Act. 
 
 
 
Robert Higgins 
GENERAL MANAGER 
8 MAY 2023 
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13.2 COPPING REFUSE SITE JOINT DISPOSAL AUTHORITY – CERTIFIED RULE 
CHANGES 
 

RECOMMENDATION 
 
“That Sorell Council approves the certified amendments to the Rules of the Copping 

Refuse Disposal Site Joint Authority.” 
 
Purpose 
 
To seek the final endorsement of Council to certified amendments to the Copping 
Refuse Site Joint Disposal Authority (“Authority”) Rules. 
 
Background 
 
The matter was dealt with by Council at the March 2023 Ordinary meeting, 
however, subsequent advice from the Authority’s solicitor was that each 
Participating Council (“PC”) is required to adopt the certified amendments by 
formal resolution, not simply the proposed and anticipated amendments.   
 
The properly certified Rules are attached and reflect the prior proposed and 
anticipated amendments. 
 
All other aspects contained in the March 2023 agenda report remain unchanged. 
 
Statutory Requirements 
 
The Authority is required to follow the process prescribed under Sections 31 and 
32 of the Local Government Act 1993. 
 
Discussion 
 
A summary of the process is provided below. 
 

Step 1 • A special resolution of the Authority’s Participating 
Councils is required to approve advertising the 
proposed Rule change 

The purpose of 
this paper 

 • One participating council is to act as the 
‘Nominated Council’ to perform the roles required 
under the Act to change the Rules 

Clarence City 
Council has 
agreed to be the 
Nominated 
Council 
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Step 2 If the special resolution to advertise is approved, the 
Nominating Council is to: 

• publish the complying notice in a local daily 
newspaper, 

• display the complying notice at its premises for 
at least 21 days, 

• provide a copy of the proposed amendments 
to the Director of Local Government, 

• make the proposed amendments available for 
inspection or purchase at its public office. 

November 2022 

Step 3 • After publication and any submissions are 
received, a general meeting of the Authority is 
convened to consider, and deal with, any 
submissions 

February 2022 

 • Subject to any changes to the proposed 
amendments, Participating Councils approve the 
proposed amendments to the Rules by special 
resolution  

March 2023 

Step 4 The proposed amended Rules are to be certified by 
both a legal practitioner and the General Manager of 
the Nominating Council as prescribed in the Act 

March 2023 

Step 5 The certified, proposed Rules are provided to 
Participating Councils for formal adoption  

This process 

Step 6 Once approved, the amended Rules are to be certified 
(again) by both a legal practitioner and the General 
Manager of the Nominating Council as prescribed in 
the Act 

 

Step 7 • A copy of the new Rules is provided to the Director, 
Local Government 

• The final decision is to be advised to anyone who 
provided a submission on the proposed 
amendment 

 

Step 8 The amendment comes into effect.  
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Finance 
 
There are no financial implications associated with this matter. 
 
Environment 
 
There are no environmental implications associated with this matter. 
 
Communication and Consultation 
 
There are no further communications or consultation activities required as per the 
above process timeline. 
 
Risk 
 
There are no risks to Council in endorsing the certified Rule changes. 
 
Conclusion 
 
To finalise the statutory process of amending the Rules, the endorsement of the 
four participating councils is required. 
 
 
 
ROBERT HIGGINS 
GENERAL MANAGER 
11 May 2023 
Attachment – Certified Rules of the Authority 
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13.3 LGAT GENERAL MANAGEMENT COMMITTEE – 2023 ELECTIONS 
 
RECOMMENDATION 
 
“That Council resolve: 
(i) to determine voting for the LGAT General Management Committee 

member (Southern Electoral District – less than 20,000) by numbering at 
least one box of the five candidates; 

 
(ii) to determine voting for the LGAT General Management Committee 

member (Southern Electoral District – more than 20,000) by numbering at 
least one box of the three candidates; 

 
(iii) to determine voting for the LGAT President by numbering at least one box 

of the six candidates; and 
 

(iv) to authorise the Mayor to execute and submit the ballot paper to the 
Returning Officer by 15th June 2023.” 

 
INTRODUCTION 
 
The 2023 LGAT General Management Committee (“GMC”) election is being held 
for the President and 6 members. 
 
Council is required to vote on all three categories with the postal ballot closing at 
10.00am Thursday, 15 June 2023.    
 
The Tasmanian Electoral Office has advised that at the close of nominations for the 
2023 LGAT elections Southern Electoral District at 5 pm. on Wednesday, 19 April 
2023, the following nominations had been received: 
 
PRESIDENT 
 BLOMELEY, Brendan 

DRACOULIS, Michelle 
GRAY, Leigh 
SPAULDING, Kelly 
THOMAS, Bec 
TUCKER, Mick 
 

SOUTHERN ELECTORAL DISTRICT (POPULATION OF 20,000 OR MORE) 
 BLOMELEY, Brendan 
THOMAS, Bec 
WRIEDT, Paula 
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SOUTHERN ELECTORAL DISTRICT (POPULATION OF 20,000 OR LESS) 
DRACOULIS, Michelle 
GRAY, Leigh 
McQUEENEY, Carole 
SPAULDING, Kelly 
THORPE, Toby 

 
Ballot papers were received by the Mayor on 26 April 2023. 
 
STRATEGIC PLAN 
 
Not applicable. 
 
ANNUAL PLAN 
 
Not applicable. 
 
POLICY 
 
There is no Council policy relevant to this issue. 
 
ASSET MANAGEMENT IMPLICATIONS 
 
Not applicable.  
 
RISK MANAGEMENT IMPLICATIONS 
 
Not applicable. 
 
COMMUNITY IMPLICATIONS 
 
Not applicable. 
 
REPORT 

Councils have the opportunity to vote by numbering at least one (1) box on each 
ballot paper or alternatively, all boxes.    

The candidates have forwarded their curriculum vitae to councillors as appropriate. 

 
ROBERT HIGGINS 
GENERAL MANAGER 
11th May 2023  
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14.0 INFRASTRUCTURE AND ASSETS 
Nil reports. 
 

15.0 COMMUNITY RELATIONS 
 

15.1 COMMUNITY GRANTS PROGRAM  
 
RECOMMENDATION 
 
“That Council resolve to approve two grant applications under the 2022-2023 
Community Grants Program – $2,000 for Families Tasmania Inc and $2,000 for 
Tasmanian Brick Enthusiasts Inc.” 
 
 
Introduction 
 
Through the Community Grants Program 2022-2023 Council provides financial 
support to eligible community groups and organisations within the Municipality 
for their projects, events and activities. 
 
Applications for funding are available for sporting and community groups to 
support them with their one off activities or projects that benefit the Sorell 
Municipality.  
 
These may include, but are not limited to: 

• Community events and programs;  
• Asset purchases which will enhance the functions of the 

group/organisation within the community; or  
• Projects in the local community. 

 
The program is governed by the Community Grants Policy and the Community 
Grants Program Guidelines which outlines the three funding streams, associated 
procedures and eligibility requirements.  
 
Strategic Plan 
 
Objective 3.8 – To Ensure a Liveable and Inclusive Community – Encourage and 
support the local arts, cultural activities, programs and events. 
 
Council’s Community Grants Program was reviewed and updated in 2020 to 
ensure it met the needs of our diverse and growing community. Its broad aim is to 
provide financial support to eligible community groups and organisations within 
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our community for their projects, events and activities to encourage and support 
the local arts, cultural activities, programs and events. 
 
Operational Plan 
 
Grants are open for applications throughout the year and will be awarded in line 
with the annual budget allocation as approved by Council. Sufficient funds 
currently exist within the current Operational Plan and Budget to fund these 
applications.  
 
Policy 
 
Community Grants Policy.  
 
Asset Management Implications 
 
NIL  
 
Risk Management Implications 
 
NIL  
 
Community Implications 
 
There will be positive implications for the community through the provision of 
funds for activities and projects within the Sorell Municipality.   
 
Providing funding to community groups and sporting clubs to run activities, 
projects and events will enhance the vibrancy and engagement of our community. 
It provides an opportunity to build the capacity of these groups to be more self-
sufficient and have a greater impact and positive influence on the community.  
 
REPORT 
 
For the month of April, Council received two Community Grant Applications from: 
 
• Families Tasmania Inc – a request for $2,000 towards funding four baby and 

child first aid sessions in the Midway Point, Sorell, Dodges Ferry and 
Dunalley communities. 

• Tasmanian Brick Enthusiasts Inc – a request for $2,000 towards holding a 
Brixhibition event in Sorell. 

 
The two applications were discussed and assessed by Council at their workshop 
on 2 May 2023. All Councillors were in attendance. At the Council workshop 
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Councillors agreed in principle to support and fund the full amount for both 
applications. 
 
This decision is now presented to Council for approval.  
 
 
 
STACEY GADD 
Manager Community Relations 
Date: 9 May 2023 
 
 

15.2 COMMUNITY GRANTS PROGRAM  
 

RECOMMENDATION 
 
“That Council resolve to approve a donation of $6,726 from the Section 77 
Donations budget to Carlton Park Surf Life Saving Club to fund construction of a 
storage shed for their beach wheelchairs.” 
 
Introduction 
 
Section 77 of the Local Government Act 1993, states that “A Council may make a 
grant or provide a pecuniary benefit or a non-pecuniary benefit that is not a legal 
entitlement to any person, other than a councillor, for any purpose it considers 
appropriate.” 
 
Council’s Community Grants Program provides this type of financial support to 
eligible community groups and organisations within the Municipality for their 
projects, events and activities. The program is governed by the Community Grants 
Policy and the Community Grants Program Guidelines which outlines the three 
funding streams, associated procedures and eligibility requirements.  
 
Each year an amount is budgeted for under section 77 donations to provide 
support for our community. 
 
Strategic Plan 
 
Objective 3.8 – To Ensure a Liveable and Inclusive Community – Encourage and 
support the local arts, cultural activities, programs and events. 
 
Annual Plan 
 
Objective 4 – Increased Community Confidence in Council.  
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4.4 Work with community groups and committees to support effective 
management of community facilities.  
 
Operational Plan and Budget 
 
Sufficient funds currently exist within the current Operational Plan and Budget to 
fund this donation.  
 
Policy 
 
Community Grants Policy.  
 
Asset Management Implications 
 
Consideration needs to be given to who will be the owner of this storage shed, as 
its maintenance and associated depreciation will become the owner’s ongoing 
responsibility.  
 
Risk Management Implications 
 
NIL  
 
Community Implications 
 
There will be positive implications for the community through the provision of this 
donation. It will provide an opportunity to create independence in a demographic 
who are frequently reliant on others for their everyday needs. Having the ability to 
freely utilise appropriate equipment and infrastructure to access our beaches is a 
basic right that is taken for granted by those with full mobility. This will have a 
hugely positive impact on many people in our community and the wider region by 
opening up new and enhanced opportunities for health and wellbeing and 
recreation.  
 
REPORT 
 
The President of the Carlton Park Surf Life Saving Club (CPSLSC) recently 
approached Council seeking support for this project. CPSLSC recently received a 
donation (through an anonymous trust) to purchase 2 beach wheel chairs. After 
research and advice, they purchased 2 different types of chairs, the Hippocampe 
All-Terrain Chair and the Sandpiper All-Terrain Chair.  These chairs were 
recommended as they will cater for the varying needs of those living with 
disabilities and their carers. 
 
CPSLSC require assistance to construct a storage shed for the wheelchairs. They 
currently have no accessible storage for the chairs, which means the chairs would 
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only be available on patrol days (December to March from 10 am to 3pm on 
weekends and public holidays).  
 
They have received a quote from Pitt’s Engineering Services to construct and Supply 
1x custom disabled beach wheelchair enclosure. This design is from the Kingston 
Beach Surf Life Saving Club who had the storage shed designed and made for their 
beach wheelchairs, which is housed on the Kingston foreshore adjacent to the 
public toilets. It features MLAK key entry, two enclosures, a powder coated 
aluminium finish with gas strut doors and logos of the groups involved with funding 
the project.  
 

 
 

 
Kingston Beach Surf Life Saving Club wheelchair storage shed at Kingston Beach. 

 
The Master Locksmiths Access Key (MLAK) system is an initiative that is a unique 
and innovative system that uses a universal lock and key to allow people with 
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disabilities to access dedicated public facilities 24 hours a day. It was developed to 
help increase the availability of accessible, clean and functioning public facilities for 
people with disability. It is used at railway stations, accessible toilets in council 
facilities, national parks and major sporting grounds and shopping centres, as well 
as adaptive playground equipment such as the Liberty Swing which allows access 
for wheelchair users. 

Pitt’s Engineering Services have provided a quote for the shed of $11,726.00 
(inclusive of GST). This does not include the costs for the required slab or 
installation of the shed.   
 
Mayor Vincent approached Bendigo Community Bank Sorell and Districts and the 
Rotary Club of Sorell to collaborate and contribute to this cost. They agreed to 
contribute $2,000 and $3,000 respectively. This leaves a balance of $6,726 
remaining. 
 
Securing monetary buy in from other reputable community organisations 
demonstrates the significance of this project and the value it holds for the 
community. This is a truly collaborative community project. 
 
There are enormous benefits for our local community, as well as that of the wider 
south east region, to have full time access to these beach wheelchairs. It will 
complement the accessible beach accesses recently installed at Carlton Beach.  

Furthermore, CPSLSC have a vision to make the Club and Carlton Beach an 
accessible beach. Accessible beaches are beaches that contain certain components 
to make the beach more accessible for all in the community, especially those with 
limited mobility: 

• Accessible parking (multiple available) in a well located position close to 
access points. 

• Wide clear pathways 
• Accessible bathrooms or Changing Places facility. 
• Direct beach access from the pathways. 
• Beach matting to the water’s edge. 
• Beach wheelchairs. 
• Compliant ramps if needed. 
• Access to shade and fresh water. 
• Accessible by public transport.  
• Food outlets nearby. 
 
There are currently no accessible beaches listed for Tasmania. Having full time 
access to these beach wheelchairs is a significant step towards securing accessible 
beach status. Collaborating with the community to make Carlton Beach an 
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accessible beach would provide a myriad of positive outcomes for Council and our 
community. It would build community confidence and trust in Council.  
 
Council has unexpended funds in the Section 77 Donations budget to fund the 
remaining $6,726 required to construct the storage shed. Therefore, it is 
recommended that Council approve a donation of $6,726 to Carlton Park Surf Life 
Saving Club to fund construction of a storage shed for their beach wheelchairs. 
 
This recommendation is now presented to Council for approval.  
 
 
 
STACEY GADD 
Manager Community Relations 
Date: 9 May 2023 
 

16.0 FINANCE 
 

16.1 EXECUTIVE SUMMARY – FINANCIAL REPORT APRIL 2023 YTD 
 
RECOMMENDATION 
“That the Executive Summary – FINANCIAL REPORT APRIL 2023 YEAR-TO-DATE be 
received and noted by Council.” 

 
Note: Variances are only reported and discussed below if they are greater than 
$10k and have a variance percentage of greater than 10%.  
 
FINANCIAL REPORT APRIL 2023 YEAR-TO-DATE 
 
The operating surplus for the period ended 30 April 2023 of $3.628m is above the 
budget of $2.060m by $1.567m. The main drivers of this position are:   
 
• Recurrent income year to date is $19.795m, which is above budget by $579k.  
• Operating expenses year to date are $16.168m, which is below budget by 

$989k.  
 
NOTES TO THE ACCOUNTS 

1. RATES AND CHARGES 
Rates and charges are above budget by $128k to the end of April. The following 
significant variances are noted: 
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• Other remissions is below budget by $32k, as a result of Council receiving less 
charitable remission requests than anticipated year to date.  

 
2. STATUTORY FEES AND CHARGES 
This category is below budget by $22k to the end of April, with no significant 
variances noted. 
 
3. USER FEES 
This category is above budget by $80k to the end of April.  The following significant 
variances are noted: 
• Engineering Inspections & 1% Approval Fee is above budget by $34k, as a 

result of activity being higher than expected year to date. 
• Plumbing Application Fee is above budget by $17k, as a result of activity being 

higher than expected year to date. 
 
4. GRANTS OPERATING 
This category is on budget to the end of April. 

Refer to attachment (h) Grants Variance Analysis for a detailed explanation of the 
Commonwealth and State Government grant variances.   
 
5. CONTRIBUTIONS RECEIVED 
This category is above budget by $342k to the end of April, this is largely a result of 
the following variance: 
• Public open space contributions is above budget by $278k, predominantly as 

a result of a sub division at Pendell Drive, Forcett, Branders Road, Orielton, 
Weston Hill Road, Sorell, and Arthur Highway, Sorell. 

• Car Parking Cash in Lieu Contributions is below budget by $26k, as a result of 
Council receiving less contributions than anticipated year to date. 

• Subdiv Traffic Mgt Treatment Contributions is above budget by $91k, as a 
result of a sub division at Pendell Drive, Forcett, and Arthur Highway, Sorell. 

 
6. INTEREST 
This category is above budget by $18k to the end of April, with no significant 
variances noted. 
 
7. OTHER INCOME 
This category is above budget by $33k to the end of April.  The following significant 
variances are noted: 
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• Other Sundry Income is above budget by $15k, predominantly as a result of 
a contribution towards street lights stage 2, 3, and 5 – The Peninsula Midway 
Point from the developer.  

• Workers Compensation Reimbursement is above budget by $15k, this 
amount is unbudgeted. 

 
8. INVESTMENT IN TASWATER 
This category is on budget to the end of April.   
 
9. EMPLOYEE BENEFITS 
Total employee benefits are below budget by $188k to the end of April, The 
following significant variances are noted: 
 
• Staff Training is below budget by $11k, as a result of less training planned to 

date.  This training will be rescheduled for May and June otherwise it will be 
carried forward to 2023/2024. 

 
10. MATERIALS AND SERVICES 
Materials and services is $588k below budget to the end of April. 
 
The following significant variances are noted:  
• Consultants other is below budget by $29k, predominantly as a result of 

underspends to date in Town Planning $28k. The intention is for this planned 
work to occur before the end of the financial year. 

• Contractors is below budget by $135k, predominantly as a result of 
underspends to date in Finance $51k, Information Technology $8k, 
Communications & Corporate Admin $7k, Engineering $6k, Roads Sealed 
$21k, Waste Management $6k, Town Planning $15k, and Environmental 
Health $7k. The intention is for this planned work to occur before the end of 
the financial year.  

• Line Marking – Transport Infrastructure is below budget by $27k, as a result 
of underspends to date in Roads Sealed. The intention is for this planned work 
to occur before the end of the financial year. 

• Operating Capital is below budget by $12k, as a result of underspends to date 
in Customer & Business Support $2k, Community Facilities $2k, Work Health 
and Safety & Risk $4k, Pembroke Park Stadium $3k, Environmental Health 
$5k, and Councillors cost centre $2.5k. The intention is for this planned work 
to occur before the end of the financial year.  Land Improvements is above 
budget by $8k, predominantly from unbudgeted capital write offs. 
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• Plant & motor vehicle repairs & services is above budget by $35k, as a result 
of unexpected expenditure of $38k in relation to Heavy Fleet vehicles.  

• Plant Hire – External is below budget by $16k, as a result of underspends to 
date in Roads Unsealed $3k, Stormwater $5k, Land Improvements $3k, and 
Waste Management $2k.  

• Plant Hire Recovered is below budget by $14k, as a result of less than 
expected plant hours being allocated to capital jobs year to date.   

• Printing is below budget by $10k, as a result of underspends to date in 
Communications & Corporate Admin $8k. The intention is for this planned 
work to occur before the end of the financial year. 

• Recycling centres is below budget by $33k, as a result of savings year to date. 
• Repairs and Maintenance is below budget by $309k, predominantly from 

underspends to date in Community Facilities $68k, Pembroke Park Stadium 
$12k, Roads Unsealed $50k, Stormwater $22k, Land Improvements $156k, 
and Bridges & Other Structures $18k. The intention is for this planned work 
to occur before the end of the financial year. Roads Sealed is over budget by 
$17k, predominantly from unbudgeted capital write offs. 

• Kerbside Green Waste Collection is above budget by $35k, as a result of 
higher than expected costs. 

• Kerbside Green Waste Disposal is above budget by $13k, as a result of higher 
volumes of green waste received than expected. 

• Kerbside Hard Waste Disposal is below budget by $11k, as a result of lower 
volumes of hard waste received than expected. 

• Kerbside Garbage Disposal is above budget by $17k, as a result of higher 
volumes of garbage received than expected. 

• Signage & Guide Posts is below budget by $52k, predominantly as a result of 
underspends to date in Roads Unsealed $34k and Roads Sealed $14k. The 
intention is for this planned work to occur before the end of the financial 
year. 
 

11. DEPRECIATION AND AMORTISATION 
This category is below budget by $100k to the end of April, with no significant 
variances noted. 
 
12. FINANCE COSTS 
This category is above budget by $2k to the end of April, with no significant 
variances noted.   
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13. OTHER EXPENSES 
This category is below budget by $114k to the end of April. The following significant 
variances are noted:   
 
• Donations and Section 77 Expenses is below budget by $12k, as a result of 

less applications year to date than anticipated. 
• Election Expenses is below budget by $15k. Finance estimated an actual 

increase at mid-year budget review. The final outcome was an over budgeted 
amount. 

• Employee sub, licences and memberships is below budget by $22k, 
predominantly as a result of not incurring any Southern Tasmania Regional 
Waste Authority fees to date. These fees are likely to not occur until 
2023/2024. 

• Functions and programs expense is below budget by $30k, predominantly as 
a result of savings year to date and delayed expenditure. 

• Excess Payable on Insurance Claims is above budget by $15k, this is 
unbudgeted. 

• NRM Expenses is below budget by $39k, this expenditure is expected to be 
incurred later in the financial year. 

 
14. GRANTS CAPITAL 
This category is below budget by $685k to the end of April.   
 
Refer to attachment (h) Grants Variance Analysis for a detailed explanation of the 
Commonwealth and State Government grant variances.   
 
15. CONTRIBUTIONS – NON MONETARY ASSETS  
Unbudgeted developer contributions of $1.043m were recognised to the end of 
April.  This relates to Quarter 3 donated assets which have been capitalised in 
Assetic. Donated assets generally relate to subdivision assets, which become a 
Council asset once the development is complete. 
 
16. NET GAIN / (LOSS) ON DISPOSAL 
This category is above budget by $247k to the end of April. This variance is a result 
of unbudgeted loss on disposal of assets of $282k was recognised to the end of 
April. This relates to Quarter 3 infrastructure asset disposals which have been 
processed in Assetic as a result of the completion of replacement and renewal 
capital jobs.   
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17. SHARE OF INTEREST IN JOINT VENTURES 
No joint venture revenue was received as at the end of April.     
 
CAPITAL EXPENDITURE  
Capital expenditure to the end of April 2023 is $5,934,216 (as per Capital Works 
report run on 3 May 2023). 
 
The following capital jobs have variances of greater than 10% or are expected to 
have variances of greater than 10% in the 2022/23 financial year. These were 
included in the Mid-Year Budget Review: 
 

Job Name and # 
Month 

reported to 
Council 

Current 
Expected 

Budget 
Variance 

C-22-S-010 – Dodges Ferry, Lateena St February $21,459 
C-22-PRELIM-DELRD – Preliminary costs for road 
widening and widen box culvert February $9,515 

C-22-PRELIM-WIGGINS February $2,400 
C-23-T-037 – Primrose Sands, Kruvale Court March $34,354 
C-23-LI-014 – Rubbish Bin Surrounds March $3,310 
C-20-PemPark-Stadium – 2 Court Indoor Facility March $45,127 

 

CASH & INVESTMENTS  
The Council maintains deposits with four major banks (Commonwealth, ANZ, 
Bendigo Bank and MyState) and with the State owned Tasmanian Public Finance 
Corporation (TasCorp).  

Council’s cash position decreased during April, predominantly due to payment of 
payroll and invoices. Sorell Council continues to hold $695k in grant income 
received in advance as reported in the Balance Sheet.   In comparison with the 
2021/2022 financial year, the current cash balance of $16.6m is $1.3m greater than 
the balance at the same time last year.   
 
CASH RESERVES 
As at 30 April 2023, cash reserves being held by Council are as follows; 
Land Sales     $1,080,988 
Public Open Space Contributions  $1,216,572 

      $2,297,560 
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RATES OUTSTANDING 
Attached is a graph showing unpaid rates by month for both the current and 
previous four years. The graph declines each month as rates are progressively paid 
throughout the financial year.  The second graph has been included to reflect the 
percentage of rates debt outstanding at the end of each month, with four 
comparative financial years’ data as well. 
 
Collections have remained positive this financial year, with 95.1% of rates already 
paid by the end of April. At the same time last year, Council had received 95.3% of 
rates.   
 
ATTACHMENTS 

MONTHLY DASHBOARD REPORT (Pages 4) 
a) Statement of Income and Expenditure for the period ending 30 April 2023 

(Pages 1) 
b) Statement of Financial Position as at 30 April 2023 (Pages 1) 
c) Statement of Cash Position as at 30 April 2023 (Pages 1) 
d) Detailed Statement of Income & Exp. for the period ending 30 April 2023 

(Pages 5) 
e) Capital Works report for the period ending 30 April 2023 (Pages 11) 
f) Graph 1 – Total Cash Available (Pages 2) 
g) Graph 2 – Rates Outstanding (Pages 2) 
h) Grants Variance Analysis (Pages 2) 

 
 
SCOTT NICOL        SALLY FANG   
ACTING MANAGER FINANCE     ACCOUNTANT  
 
Date: 10 May 2023  
Attachments (29 pages)  
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16.2 2023-2024 FEES AND CHARGES 
 
RECOMMENDATION 
Local Government Act 1993 (Tas) – Part 12  
“In accordance with Section 205 of the Local Government Act 1993 (Tas), the 
Council hereby makes the following fees and charges for the period commencing 
on 1 July 2023 and ending on 30 June 2024.”  
 
 
SCOTT NICOL 
ACTING MANAGER, FINANCE  
Date: 10 May 2023 
Attachments  (11 pages)  
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17.0 PLANNING 
 

17.1 CLIMATE COUNCIL CITIES POWER PARTNERSHIP (CCCPP) – 5 
PARTNERSHIP ACTION PLEDGES TO THE CITIES POWER 
PARTNERSHIP 
 
RECOMMENDATION 
 
“That Council resolve to endorse the five climate action pledges as recommended 
and to submit them on behalf of the Mayor.” 
 
Introduction 

The Climate Council Cities Power Partnership (CCCPP) is a free national program 
run by the Climate Council. It aims to provide local governments with the tools, 
knowledge and connections to take meaningful action on climate change and 
capitalise on the global shift to a clean economy. 
 
It is the largest local government climate program in Australia with over 145 
member councils representing over 60 per cent of Australia’s population. The 
work of the Climate Council promotes independent research and policy proposals 
based on the best available climate science. 
 
Sorell Council endorsed their intention to join the Cities Power Partnership at the 
Ordinary Council meeting on 19 October 2022 with this formalised on 14th  
December 2022.  The next step is for Council to nominate five pledges within the 
next six months that Council will strive to achieve. 
 
Strategic plan 
 
The CCCPP aligns with Objective 2: Responsible Stewardship and a Sustainable 
Organisation.  The partnership provides avenues of new knowledge and 
understanding about climate change and governance. The CCCPP enables decision 
makers to understand more about climate change and its impacts, provides 
necessary case studies and field experiences to make informed decisions on 
sustainable organization.  
 
Annual plan 
 
The proposal will enable Council to adopt to mitigation and adaptation measures 
to climate change. This proposal will help establish strong response by the Council 
on the impact of climate change. The pledges have identified opportunities to 
install solar panels in Council buildings and roll out energy efficient lights across 
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the municipality which Council is already working towards achieving 
improvements. 
 
Environmental implications 
 
This report explicitly addresses climate impacts, mitigation and adaptation 
measures and climate science that is necessary to make informed decisions. 
 
Asset management implications 
 
All assets owned and managed by the Council are covered by the CCCPP. 
 
Risk management implications 
 
This proposal suggests five commitments for the Council to embrace in order to 
enhance energy efficiency, promote the adoption of renewable energy sources, 
and advocate for climate change awareness within the community. While these 
commitments are not legally binding, they establish a precedent for the 
presentation of future policy documents to the Council.  
 
Community implications 
 
This creates an opportunity for the Council to enhance its policy documents by 
developing a comprehensive framework for a more robust response to climate 
change challenges. Furthermore, it emphasizes the Council's proactive stance in 
tackling climate change, showcasing its leadership and commitment to creating a 
sustainable and environmentally responsible community. 
 
Report 

The adoption of the five pledges to the CCCPP empowers Sorell Council to 
proactively address climate change through the development of mitigation and 
adaptation measures and to demonstrate a dedication to tackling climate change 
at the local level. 
 
Mitigation measures may include promoting renewable energy sources, 
increasing energy efficiency in public and private spaces, and encouraging 
sustainable transportation options. These actions help reduce emissions, foster a 
low-carbon economy, and ultimately contribute to global efforts to combat 
climate change. 
 
In addition to mitigation, adaptation measures help prepare for the inevitable 
effects of climate change. These actions might involve improving infrastructure 
resilience, developing low energy buildings, and improved communication during 
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extreme weather events or preserving ecosystems that provide natural defences 
against flooding and erosion. 
 
The five pledges, which will require future budget allocations, are:  
• Installing renewable energy sources on Council buildings: This pledge 

involves equipping Council buildings with solar photovoltaic (PV) panels and 
battery storage systems. By doing so, councils can generate clean, 
renewable energy and reduce their reliance on fossil fuels. This will not only 
lower carbon emissions but also contribute to long-term energy cost 
savings. Additionally, council buildings serve as prominent examples to the 
community, encouraging residents and businesses to adopt similar 
solutions. Sorell Council has an opportunity to improve its solar panel 
energy consumption. In Year 2021/2022, we produced about 5480GJ, which 
is a 4% increase from 2019/20. This constitute 10% of total power supply.  
This pledge requires business case assessments to support any budget 
funding request.  

• Establishing minimum renewable energy standards for new developments: 
This pledge requires councils to set renewable energy benchmarks for new 
construction projects, ensuring that they incorporate sustainable energy 
solutions from the outset. These standards may include solar PV installation, 
energy-efficient design principles, or the use of alternative clean energy 
sources. By implementing these benchmarks, councils promote 
environmentally responsible development, reduce emissions, and progress 
toward a more sustainable future.  This pledge will apply to Council 
construction projects and will similarly need to take into account cost – 
benefit considerations where budget impacts are expected. 

• Implementing energy-efficient lighting throughout the municipality: This 
pledge aims to reduce energy consumption and carbon emissions by 
replacing outdated, inefficient lighting with energy-saving alternatives, such 
as LED or solar-powered lights. This transition will occur in public spaces and 
Council-owned facilities and had already been rolled out through LED street 
lighting. The switch to energy-efficient lighting will lead to significant energy 
cost savings, reduce maintenance requirements, and contribute to a 
greener, more sustainable community. The Council has been improving 
street lighting with LED installation which reduced electricity consumption 
of street lights by 17% from year 2019/20 to 2021/22. 

• Reduce waste emissions: This pledge encourages Council to explore ways to 
turn organic waste, such as food scraps or yard waste, into commercial 
products and/or electricity through processes like anaerobic digestion or 
gasification via the Copping facility which Council co-owns. By transforming 
waste into a renewable energy source, Council can reduce landfill waste, 
lower greenhouse gas emissions, and promote a circular economy. This 
approach demonstrates a commitment to environmental sustainability and 
resource efficiency. A recent study on Sorell Council’s carbon footprint and 
energy consumption by the STCA showed that 83% of all emissions result 



  

  
AGENDA 
ORDINARY COUNCIL MEETING 
16 MAY 2023 

 

140 

from landfill waste which consists of contaminated organic and green 
wastes. 

• Supporting local community energy groups: This pledge focuses on fostering 
collaboration with grassroots organizations working on community-led 
energy initiatives. By offering resources, expertise, and support, councils can 
empower these groups to develop and implement innovative projects, such 
as solar gardens or community-owned wind turbines. This collaborative 
approach not only strengthens local networks but also raises awareness 
about renewable energy and climate change solutions, fostering a culture of 
sustainability within the community. 

 
Conclusion 
In considering the necessity of response to broader need, the application is 
recommended for approval. 
 

 
Dibas Panta 
NRM Facilitator  
 
Date:  8 May 2023 
 
Attachments: 
Attachment A: Proposed Letter from Mayor about joining the Climate Cities 

Power Partnership 
Attachment B:  Example pledge list  
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18.0 HEALTH AND COMPLIANCE 
Nil reports. 
 

19.0 ROADS AND STORMWATER 
Nil reports. 
 

20.0 FACILITIES AND RECREATION 
Nil reports. 
 

21.0 QUESTIONS FROM THE PUBLIC 
 
In accordance with Regulation 31 of the Local Government (Meeting Procedures) 
Regulations 2015, Council will conduct a Public Question Time.   
 
At each meeting the Mayor will invite those members of the public present to ask 
questions.  When requested please: 

• Stand up; and 
• State clearly your name and address. 

 
This time is allocated for questions from the public. Questions are to be kept brief 
and specific to the topic to which they relate. 
 
Members of the public are reminded that questions and any answers to such 
questions are not to be debated. 
 
Questions may be submitted to Council in writing at least seven (7) days before an  
ordinary Council meeting. 
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CLOSED MEETING 

Members are advised that items listed below in the CLOSED SESSION AGENDA are 
classified as CONFIDENTIAL ITEMS in accordance with the provisions of the Local 
Government Act 1993.  

A Councillor must not discuss any item listed in a CLOSED SESSION AGENDA with 
any person (except another elected member, the General Manager or the author 
of a report to the closed session of Council or a Council Committee) without a 
specific resolution of the Council or a Council Committee that considered the 
report. 

Section 338A (1) of the Local Government Act 1993 states that a Councillor must 
not disclose information: 
 
(a) seen or heard by the Councillor at a meeting or part of a meeting of a council or 
council committee that is closed to the public that is not authorised by the council 
or council committee to be disclosed; or 
(b) given to the Councillor by the mayor, deputy mayor, chairperson of a meeting of 
the council or council committee or the general manager on the condition that it be 
kept confidential. 
 
Section 338A (3) states that a member must not disclose information acquired as 
such a member on the condition that it be kept confidential. 
 
Additionally, Section 339 of the Local Government Act 1993 states that: 
 
(1) A councillor or a member must not make improper use of any information 

acquired as a councillor or member.  
(3) Improper use of information includes using the information – 

(a) to gain, directly or indirectly, an advantage or to avoid, directly or 
indirectly, a disadvantage for oneself, a member of one's family or a 
close associate; or 

(b) to cause any loss or damage to any council, controlling authority, single 
authority, joint authority or person. 
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22.0 CLOSED MEETING 
 
The General Manager advised that in his opinion the listing of agenda item/s: 
 

Reference Item 
22.1 Confirmation of the Closed Council Minutes of the Council 

Meeting of 18 April 2023 – Regulation 34(3) 
22.2 Disclosure of confidential information – Regulation 15(8) 
22.3 Tender C-23-S-006 Curryjong Rivulet Culvert on Nugent Road, 

Replacement – Regulation 15(2)(d) 
22.4 Audit Panel Meeting Minutes – Regulation 15(2)(c) 

 
As prescribed items in accordance with Regulations 15 and 34 of the Local 
Government (Meeting Procedures) Regulations 2015, and therefore Council may by 
absolute majority determine to close the meeting to the general public. 
 
RECOMMENDATION 
 
That the meeting be closed to the public to enable Council to consider agenda items 
22.1 - 22.4 which are confidential matters as prescribed in Regulations 34 and 15 
of the Local Government (Meeting Procedures) Regulations 2015.  
 
 

22.1 CONFIRMATION OF THE CLOSED MINUTES OF THE COUNCIL MEETING 
OF 18 APRIL 2023  
 

RECOMMENDATION 
 
“That the Closed Minutes of the Council Meeting held on 18 April 2023 be 
confirmed.” 
 
 

22.2 AUTHORISATION TO DISCLOSE CONFIDENTIAL INFORMATION 
^ 
RECOMMENDATION 
 
“That in accordance with Regulation 15(9) of the Local Government (Meeting 
Procedures) Regulations 2015, the Mayor and General Manager be authorised to 
disclose information from this ‘Closed Section’ of this meeting in the course of 
implementing the decisions of Council.”  
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22.3 TENDER C-23-S-006 CURRYJONG RIVULET CULVERT ON NUGENT ROAD, 
REPLACEMENT 
 

22.4 AUDIT PANEL MEETING MINUTES 
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23.0 ACRONYMNS 
 
AGM Annual General Meeting 
AFL Australian Football League 
AIR Australian Immunisation Register 
ASU Australian Services Union 
ATO Australian Taxation Office 
AWTS Aerated Wastewater Treatment Systems 
BEST Business and Employment Southeast Tasmania 
CAC Community Administration Centre 
CEO Chief Executive Officer 
CLRS Councillors 
CPR Cardiopulmonary Resuscitation 
CRM Customer Request Management 
CRDSJA Copping Refuse Disposal Site Joint Authority 
DASC Development Assessment Special Committee 
DEDTA Department Economic Development, Tourism & The Arts 
DOE Department of Education 
DPAC Department of Premier & Cabinet 
DPFEM Department of Police, Fire and Emergency Management 
DSG Department of State Growth 
DST Destination Southern Tasmania 
EBA Enterprise Bargaining Agreement 
EOI Expressions of Interest 
EOFY End of Financial Year 
EPA Environment Permit Authority 
EWaste Electronic Waste 
FMAC Fire Management Assessment Committee 
GM General Manager 
ICT Information Communication Technology 
LGAT Local Government Association of Tasmania 
LPS Local Provisions Schedule 
LT Leadership Team 
LTFP Long Term Financial Plan 
LTI Lost Time Injury 
MAST Marine & Safety Tasmania 
MEMC Municipal Emergency Management Committee 
NBN National Broadband Network 
NRE Department of Natural Resources and Environment Tasmania 
NRM Natural Resource Management 
PWS Parks and Wildlife Service 
RACT Royal Automobile Club of Tasmania 
RDA Regional Development Australia 
RSL Returned Services League 
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RTI Right to Information 
SBIP School Based Immunisation Program 
SEI South East Irrigation 
SEBA South East Basketball Association 
SENA South East Netball Association 
SERDA South East Region Development Association 
SEUFC South East United Football Club 
SES State Emergency Service 
SFC Sorell Football Club 
SFL Southern Football League 
SMH Sorell Memorial Hall 
SPA Sorell Planning Authority 
STCA Southern Tasmanian Councils Association 
STRWA Southern Tasmanian Regional Waste Authority 
SWSA Southern Waste Strategy Association 
SWS Southern Waste Solutions 
TasCAT Tasmanian Civil and Administrative Tribunal 
TAO Tasmanian Audit Office 
TCF Tasmanian Community Fund 
TOR Terms of Reference 
UTAS University of Tasmania 
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