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Notice is hereby given that the next meeting of the Sorell Council will be held at the 
Community Administration Centre (CAC), 47 Cole Street, Sorell on Tuesday, 21st 
February 2023 commencing at 6.00 pm. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
C E R T I F I C A T I O N  
 
I, Robert Higgins, General Manager of the Sorell Council, hereby certify that in 
accordance with Section 65 of the Local Government Act 1993, the reports in this 
Agenda have been prepared by persons who have the qualifications and experience 
necessary to give such information, recommendation or advice.  
 
Council or a Council Committee is not to decide on any matter which requires the 
advice of a qualified person without considering such advice unless – 

(a) the General Manager certifies, in writing – 
(i) that such advice was obtained; and 
(ii) that the General Manager took the advice into account in 
providing general advice to the Council or Council Committee; and 

(b) a copy of that advice or, if the advice was given orally, a written 
transcript or summary of that advice is provided to the Council or Council 
Committee with the General Manager's certificate. 

 
Notices of Motion and supporting documentation from Councillors are exempted 
from this certification. 
 
 
 
 
ROBERT HIGGINS 
GENERAL MANAGER 
16 FEBRUARY 2023 
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1.0 ATTENDANCE 
 
Mayor K Vincent 
Deputy Mayor C Wooley 
Councillor M Brown 
Councillor S Campbell 
Councillor J Gatehouse 
Councillor M Miró Quesada Le Roux 
Councillor M Reed 
Councillor N Reynolds 
Councillor C Torenius 
 

2.0 APOLOGIES 
 
 

3.0 DECLARATIONS OF PECUNIARY INTEREST 
 
 
4.0 CONFIRMATION OF THE MINUTES OF 17 JANUARY 2023 

 
RECOMMENDATION 
 
“That the Minutes of the Council Meeting held on 17th January 2023 be confirmed.” 
 

5.0 MAYOR’S REPORT 
 
RECOMMENDATION 
 
“That the Mayor’s communication report as listed be received.” 
 
This communication is provided as a courtesy, any items that require Council action 
and/or decision will be listed as separate agenda items. Any Councillor requiring 
information on any matter contained in the communication report please contact 
the Mayor at any time. 
 
• Attended Council, Workshops, SPA, Budget and Strategic meetings as 

required.  
• Discussions with 3 residents re: various Dog Park issues.  
• Media with Council staff and Paraquad Tasmania re: new beach accesses. 
• Met with Brighton Mayor Leigh Gray.  
• Day session with BEST staff and Jobs TAS. 
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• Conducted Australia Day awards.  
• Attended STCA Governance meeting.  
• Met with Minister for Local Government Mr Nic Street.  
• Met with Local Government Reform Group.  
• Visited Dodges Football Club re: progress on Changerooms and Women’s 

Football team.  
• Staff and I met with Ben Matters re: new Sorell Business.  
• Attended Copping Authority meeting.  
• Attended STCA General meeting. 
• STRWA board selection, general and formulative discussions x5.  
• Media with ABC radio x2. 
• BEST Board meeting.  
• Waste strategy zoom meeting.  
• Attended Taswater board selection meeting.  
• Attended and spoke at the Men’s Breakfast.  
• Attended Taswater quarterly meeting.  
• Attended STCA strategic meeting.  
• Attended Sorell RSL AGM. 
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6.0 SUPPLEMENTARY ITEMS 
 
RECOMMENDATION 
 
“That the Council resolve by absolute majority to deal with any supplementary 
items not appearing on the agenda, as reported by the General Manager in 
accordance with the Local Government (Meeting Procedures) Regulations 2015.” 
 
In accordance with the requirements of Part 2 Regulation 8 (6) of the Local 
Government (Meeting Procedures) Regulations 2015, the Council by absolute 
majority may approve the consideration of a matter not appearing on the agenda, 
where the General Manager has reported: 
a) The reason it was not possible to include the matter on the agenda; and 
b) That the matter is urgent; and 
c) That advice has been provided under section 65 of the Local Government 

Act 1993. 
 

7.0 COUNCIL WORKSHOPS REPORT 
^ 
The following Council Workshops were held: 
 

Date Purpose Councillor Attendance  Apologies 
 

 
24th Jan 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
7th Feb 
 
 
 
 
 
 
14th Feb 
 
 
 
 

 
• Strategic Plan review. 
• Financial Management Strategy. 
• Organisation re-structure and Work 

Group focus – Planning and Community 
Relations. 

• LG Reform project Stage 2 report. 
• Councillor committee representations. 
 
• Strategic Plan review. 
• Waste Management Strategy. 
• Mid-year budget review. 
• Community grant. 
• Sorell Streetscape upgrade. 
 
• LG Reform Project Stage 2 report. 
• RSL project. 
• Community grant. 

 
• Vincent, Wooley, 

Brown, Torenius, 
Miro Quesada, 
Reynolds, 
Gatehouse, 
Campbell, Reed 

 
 
• Vincent, Wooley, 

Brown, Torenius, 
Miro Quesada, 
Reynolds, 
Gatehouse, 
Campbell, Reed 

 
• Vincent, Wooley, 

Brown, Torenius, 
Miro Quesada, 
Reynolds, 
Gatehouse, 
Campbell, Reed 

 
Nil 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Nil 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Nil 
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8.0 COUNCILLOR QUESTIONS ON NOTICE 
Nil 
 

9.0 COUNCILLOR MOTIONS ON NOTICE 
 

9.1 MOTION ON NOTICE – COUNCILLOR CARMEL TORENIUS 
 
MOTION 
 
“That Council discuss at a future Council workshop the implementation of a Local 
Area Plan / Structure / Masterplan for the Southern Beaches.” 
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10.0 WORKGROUP REPORTS 
 
RECOMMENDATION 
 
“That the workgroup reports as listed be received.” 
 

10.1 OFFICE OF THE GENERAL MANAGER – ROBERT HIGGINS 
 
GENERAL MANAGER – ROBERT HIGGINS 
 
• Planning Manager and GM met with Inghams consultant engineer to discuss 

progress on their dealings with TasWater regarding site upgrade – 19th Jan. 
• Meeting with GM of PWS to progress Dunalley Marina lease issues – 20th 

Jan. 
• Meeting with MONA to discuss Pembroke Park BMX project – 20th Jan. 
• Annual leave 26th Jan – 3rd Feb. 
• Councillors and GM met with Local Government Minister Nic Street – 6th 

Feb. 
• Councillors and GM attended LG Board reform project Stage 2 consultation 

session for elected members – 7th Feb. 
• Attended Southern Waste Solutions Authority meeting – 9th Feb. 
• Met with Sorell RSL President and Council staff for update on upgrade 

project – 10th Feb. 
• Attended STCA meeting – 20th Feb. 
• Staff meetings, LT meeting, workshops and SPA meetings. 

 
DIRECTOR OF SERVICE DELIVERY – RUSSELL FOX 
 
The Tasmanian Planning Commission (TPC) has recently instructed Sorell Council to 
make a series of amendments to the newly approved new State-wide scheme and 
associated LPS (these were identified in Council’s original LPS submission). 
 
The local civil construction market is near capacity at present.  The last major public 
tender attracted only one tenderer and the recent culvert project at Nugent only 
attracted one quotation which was twice the engineering estimate.  Council still has 
a number of works scheduled for tendering this financial year. 
 
Meetings attended include: 
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• With Project Manager (Roads and Stormwater) and a potential consultant to 
discuss design services for upcoming projects. 

• GHD and GIS & Asset officer about the further development of a potential 
stormwater headworks model. 

• Re-sheeting post construction inspections with contractor. 
• Mayor and Manager Health and Compliance with a new proprietor in Sorell. 
• With Department of State Growth consultant and other stakeholders to 

discuss the recently announced Arthur Highway project. 
 
DIRECTOR OF PEOPLE AND PERFORMANCE - JESS HINCHEN 
 
Meetings attended include: 
• Consultative Committee Meeting. 
• South East Arts RE: Art Exhibition. 
• Sorell RSL: RE: Grant Application for Upgrade Project.  
• Councillor Workshop Day. 
• Various meetings RE: Pembroke Park Stadium & Community Facilities.  
• Various meetings regarding recruitment.  
• Various HR meetings/interviews. 
• Leadership Team meeting.  
• Council Workshops.  
• Council Meeting. 
 
Currently working on:  
• Implementation of Council’s new organisational structure, commenced 

Leadership Team meetings and currently working with various workgroups 
to adjust to new structure.  

• Continuing the internal review/update of Council’s Strategic Plan 2019 – 
2029.   

• Currently working with DECYP and Dodges Ferry School, with regard to a 
Deed variation around the use of the canteen for their healthy lunches 
program and canteen upgrade.  

• Submitted Healthy Tasmania Grant in partnership with PSYHCE Mental 
Health to fund the delivery of the Love Bites, healthy relationships program 
to young people in Sorell.  

• Review & Implementation of the Training & Development Plan.  
• Mid-year Review of the Operational Plan has been undertaken.  
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• Liaising with Sorell Football Club with regard to the Function Centre 
Development.  

HUMAN RESOURCES 
Recruitment  
Recruitment for the following positions is currently in progress –   
• Municipal Worker – Sealed Roads – A successful candidate yet to be 

appointed. 
• Works Supervisor – Unsealed Roads - Advertising closed, the outcome will 

be advised in due course. 
• Finance Support Officer – 1st round of advertising closed. 2nd round of 

advertising closes 20 February 2023. The outcome will be advised in due 
course. 

Appointment  
• Manager – Roads & Stormwater – David Reardon has accepted a 6month 

fixed term contract. He will return to his substantive role upon completion. 
The position will be re-advertised mid-year. 

• Works Supervisor – Stormwater – Josh Young has accepted a 6month fixed 
term contract. He will return to his substantive role upon completion. 

• Municipal Worker – Stormwater – Rhys Long has accepted a 6month fixed 
term contract. He will return to his substantive role upon completion. 

• Development Engineer - Eswaren Shanmugan was successful in this role and 
will commence employment 15 March 2023. 

• Municipal Worker – Land Improvements – Damien Berry was successful in 
this role and will commence employment February 2023. 

 
Training  
• Training Plan complete and sent to Management for review. 
 
Workers compensation  
• 1 Active claim with QBE.  
• 1 Active claims with Allianz.  
• 3 claims closed with Allianz.  
 
DEVELOPMENT OFFICER – STRATEGY & RISK  
• External Activities & Conflict of Interest Policy drafted for approval by GM. 

External Activities & Conflict of Interest Register development in progress. 
• Continuing review of Council's WHS Management System.  
• Researched, designed and implemented new monthly internal WHS Report 

format. 
• Ongoing review of Incidents & Hazards over the past 12 months.  



  

  
AGENDA 
ORDINARY COUNCIL MEETING 
21 FEBRUARY 2023 

 

8 

• Ongoing research and development of Incident Investigation Procedure. 
• Reviewed and made recommendations for improvement of Risk Register 

template to include treatment plan and ongoing review sections – for 
approval and rollout. 

• Developed Risk Treatment Plan template for approval and rollout. 
 
Reported Incidents and Hazards for the month of January: 
 

 
 
• 8 Incidents reported. 

o 1 resulted in minor injury – sprain/strain. 
• 1 hazard identified and reported. 
• 9 investigations completed. 
 

10.2 FINANCE – SCOTT NICOL, ACTING MANAGER 
 

Financial Management 

During the month of January, the following key financial management tasks were 
completed:  

• Finance staff completed 1st Draft of the Mid-Year Budget Review (MYBR) for 
both the operating and capital budgets. 

• Finance staff completed the Quarter 2 2022/2023 LRCI Phase I, II and III 
Program Report and lodged it with the Australian Government Department 
of Infrastructure, Transport, Cities and Regional Development. The Quarter 2 
Report was due for lodgement by 31 January 2023.  

• Finance staff completed the Quarter 2 2022/2023 Roads to Recovery Report 
and lodged it with the Australian Government Department of Infrastructure, 

0
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Transport, Cities and Regional Development. The Quarter 2 Report was due 
for lodgement by 31 January 2023.  

• Finance staff worked on the completion report for the Pembroke Park 
Stadium grant milestone reporting to the Commonwealth Government.  The 
milestone report is due for lodgement by 28 February 2023.  

• South East Region Development Association (SERDA) ad-hoc and monthly 
financial tasks were completed.  This is inclusive of completion of Audit for 
Employer Responsive Training Fund. 

Rates  

• At the end of January, 74.7% of rates had already been paid, compared to 
75.0% at the same time last year.  

• The 2022/2023 3rd rates instalment was due on 11 January 2023 and over-
due rates letters were sent out in late January 2023.   

• Interest and penalty raised to the end of January was $83k. This is compared 
to $87k raised at the same time last year.  

• Supplementary valuations were received from the Office of the Valuer-
General, year to date totalling $33k in waste charges, $134k in general rates 
and $6k in fire levy income.  Two further supplementary valuations received 
during January to be processed in February.   

 
Audit  
• The final Audit Management Letter was issued during the month by the Tax 

Audit Office (TAO). No high risks were identified. 
 
Operational Plan 

During the month of January, finance staff progressed on the following 2022/2023 
Operational Plan items:  

Operational Plan Item  Status  

Finance System Upgrade  Final testing stage, including testing of the Subscribe-HR 
timesheet system and the Business Central job costing 
modification. 

Policies & Procedures Review  Working stage, including review of all current finance 
policies and procedures.  
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Internal Audit of Finance 
Policies  

Working stage, including review of all current finance 
policies and procedures. 

Long Term Financial Plan (LTFP) 
Review & Financial 
Management Strategy   

Not commenced.  

Register of Finance  In progress, including development of draft procedures 
and moving current procedures into the updated 
template.  

Fuel Purchasing System 
Checks/Control Review  

In progress, including investigation of available Ampol 
reports.  

Rates Property #1 account  In progress, including process development and 
discussions with Council’s CBA Relationship Manager.  

 

Grants & Funding  
• Nil. 
 
Insurance 
• A number of possible insurance claims have been sustained by Council over 

recent months, through motor vehicle incidents and vandalism. Finance staff 
are working with Council’s insurance broker to resolve these matters. 
 

Fleet Management 

• All new vehicle purchases per the fleet replacement were authorised and 
ordered during the month of September.  Vehicles are expected to be delivered 
in early 2023.  One of the new vehicles was received in December. 
 

Plant and Equipment Disposals  

• Sale of two vehicles has been delayed. 
• Sale of four vehicles posted as part of Q2 capitalisations;  
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Plant & Equipment Details 
Date of 
Disposal 

Reason for 
Disposal 

Proceeds of 
Sale  

 Disposal 
Costs  

 Profit/(Loss) on 
disposal  

Mitsubishi Outlander F18CJ 1/07/2022 

Sold to Business 
& Employment 
Southeast 
Tasmania (BEST) 
previously 
SERDA    16,363.64                 -           16,363.64  

Mitsubishi Outlander F12CJ 1/07/2022 

Business & 
Employment 
Southeast 
Tasmania (BEST) 
previously 
SERDA    16,363.64                 -           16,363.64  

Mitsubishi Outlander K52EF 1/07/2022 

Business & 
Employment 
Southeast 
Tasmania (BEST) 
previously 
SERDA    33,414.36                 -              1,065.06  

Mitsubishi Outlander K53EF 1/07/2022 

Business & 
Employment 
Southeast 
Tasmania (BEST) 
previously 
SERDA    36,300.00                 -              1,174.79  

 

Meetings 
• Monthly capital works meeting with Finance, Asset Management, 

Engineering and Depot staff – 10/01/2023   
• Monthly team meeting with the Finance Department – 25/01/2023 
• Monthly rates working group meeting – 18/01/2023 
• TPT Wealth regarding investments – 19/01/2023  
• Leadership Team meeting – 18/01/2023 
• SERDA update – 9/1/2023 
• General Manager/Finance Manager catch up – 1/1/2023 & 13/01/2023 
• Various meetings re: resumption of finance system upgrade 
 
Employee Support – Payroll 
• Three pay runs completed.    
• EOM complete.   
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10.3 COMMUNITY RELATIONS – STACEY GADD, MANAGER 
 
CUSTOMER & BUSINESS SUPPORT    
Receipting figures – January 
 

 

 
 
Phone Call Reporting – January 2023  
  

Enquiry Answered Calls Average Speed of Answer % of Calls Answered 
Building 32 21 seconds 100% 
Enquiries 123 10 seconds 86.0% 
Payments 16 12 seconds 88.9% 
Planning 226 14 seconds 97.8% 
Plumbing 12 10 seconds 75.0% 
Rates  44 11 seconds 89.8% 
Waste 149 10 seconds 90.3% 

 
89.6% of calls are being answered within 12.5 seconds. Time includes welcome 
message and option menu for customers.  
   
**Planning & Building calls will show a longer answer time as they are the last 
options for customers to choose when calling in via the phone system. (approx.)     
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Presented Calls by month for 2023 
 

 
 
Total Presented Calls for 2023 
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Customer Requests 
CRMs created for the month of January 
 

 
 
Total CRMs created for 2023 
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337 Certificates  
 
Council processed 27 - 337 Certificates in January 2023 which relate to the sale of 
properties as detailed in the graph below.  
 

 

 
 
Justice of the Peace Enquiries  
 

 

0

10

20

30

40

50

60

70

337 Certificates 2020 - 2023

2020 2021 2022 2023

0

5

10

15

20

25

30

JP Enquiries 2022 - 2023

2022 2023



  

  
AGENDA 
ORDINARY COUNCIL MEETING 
21 FEBRUARY 2023 

 

16 

  
Customer Service Feedback 
 

 
  
We received 1 completed customer service survey for the month of January. 
 
3 emails were received from members of the public: 
 
• Thanking animal management for assisting with the relocation of family dog. 
• Thanking planning for the notification of advertising to applicants. 
• Thank you for remedial works conducted along the road to the Gypsy Bay 

boat ramp. 
 
COMMUNICATIONS 
 
General 
• Sorell Times – Regular monthly advert and article re Australia Day Awards 

recipients. 
• Council Works Update – Monthly update compiled re current and soon to be 

commenced Council works, published on our website, Facebook 
and Instagram pages.   

• Website – Updated with news and documents including Council Works 
Updates and Australia Day Awards recipients. 

• NRM – NRM Thursday posts on social media ongoing re weeds other NRM 
matters, and Weed Awareness section commenced in monthly Sorell Times 
advert. 

 
Waste Education  
• Waste Wednesday social media posts ongoing.  
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Advocacy  
• Regional Strengthening Projects - Update of document with identified 

priorities and relevant information ongoing. 
 
Area Promotion/Marketing 
• Nil this month. 
 
Social Media 
• Facebook 18 January – 11 February 

Facebook Page Followers – 4,616 
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• Instagram 18 January – 11 February 
Total Followers – 571 
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COMMUNITY CONSULTATION/ENGAGEMENT 
• Midway Point Playground – Community Consultation will soon be undertaken 

regarding the relocation of a playground facility in Midway Point due to the 
Park and Ride development on the Fenton Street site. We will conduct 
surveys and/or community meetings to find out what type of 
play/recreational space Midway Point residents would like to see in the new 
location. 

• Sorell Streetscape – Will engage with local community and local business 
owners re concept plans for Streetscape in Sorell in the coming weeks. 

 
MEDIA  
• Sorell Times – Responded to request re Council’s position on the LG Board’s 

Review and its options paper.  
• Dodges Ferry Carlton Loop Beach Accesses – The media opportunity with 

ParaQuad Tasmania at Park Beach was well supported with articles in The 
Mercury and Eastern Shore Sun, segments on WIN and Seven News and 
several posts on social media platforms.  

• The Mercury – Responded to a request re a DA lodged for 313 Marchwiel 
Road, Bream Creek. 

 
ARTS AND CULTURE 
• Sorell 22: Country to Coast – Liaison with Chelko re completion and 

promotion of culture and identity video. New set of Street Banners created 
and installed to promote the launch of the video. 

• Arts Tasmania Grants – Arts Tasmania Grant Acquittal Report competed and 
submitted. 

• Sorell Community Cultural Precinct Reference Committee – Meeting 
scheduled for 22 February. 
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COMMUNITY COLLABORATIONS 
• Nil this month 
 
COMMUNITY GRANTS PROGRAM 
Community Grants 
Nil 
 
Individual Achievement 
Nil 
 
Quick Response 
• Southern Beaches Landcare Coastcare Inc. 
 
EVENTS 
• Australia Day – Event successful held on Wednesday 25 January at the 

function room in the South East Stadium. Funding Report completed and 
submitted to DPAC. 

• Sorell 22: Country to Coast – Commenced organising the launch of the video 
as a community event. 

 
CORPORATE ADMINISTRATION  
Right to Information   
• No Right to Information Requests were received. 
 
Policies under review  
• Environmental Sustainability Policy 
• Enforcement Policy 
• Property Access Policy 
• Code of Tendering 
• Sorell Council Bond Policy 
• Motor Vehicle Policy 
• Disposal of Council Goods & Equipment 
• Investment Policy 
• Fees Refund and Remission 
• Creation and Review of Council Policies 
• Acknowledgement of Traditional Owners Policy 
• Audio Recording of Council Meetings 
• Related Party Disclosures Policy 
• Credit Card Policy 
• Asset Management Policy 
• Personal Information Protection Policy 
 
Leases & Licences  
• Sorell Football Club Lease negotiations. 
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• Primrose Sands Fire Station – further Lease term. 
• Boat Shed Licence ongoing. 
 

10.4 PLANNING – SHANE WELLS, MANAGER 
 
Analysis of planning applications received year to date including January 2023.   
 

 
 
During the month of January 2023, no requests to waive Planning fees were 
considered. 
 
DELEGATED AUTHORITY  
During the month of January 2023, a total of 38 Planning 
Approvals/Permits/Exemptions have been issued including: 
 

0 Applications approved as Permitted Development; issued under delegated 
authority 

0 Application presented as Section 56 Amendment for Council consideration at 
DASC/Council Meeting. 

4 Application received which complied with Section 56 Minor Amendment, issued 
under delegated authority 

5 Applications received which complied with requirements for No Permit Required 
(not requiring a Planning Permit) 

0 Application with the requirements for General Exemptions/Not applicable 
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32 Applications approved as Discretionary Developments; issued under delegated 
authority 

2 Applications presented as Discretionary Developments for Council consideration at 
DASC/Council Meeting. 

 
The following is a summary of approvals/permits issued for January 2023. 

Description Application Type  Property 
Address 

Value Of Work 

Educational and Occasional Care - 
2x Temporary Classrooms 

Discretionary 538 Old Forcett 
Road, Dodges 
Ferry 

$250,000.00 

Dwelling Discretionary 14 Second 
Avenue, Dodges 
Ferry 

$400,000.00 

Dwelling & Outbuilding (Use of 
Outbuilding for Temporary 
Habitation) 

Discretionary 7 Verdant Close, 
Sorell 

$650,000.00 

Carport, Garage x2 and 
Agriculture Shed 

Discretionary 163 Orielton 
Road, Orielton 

$90,000.00 

Dwelling and Outbuilding Discretionary 23B Greens Road, 
Orielton 

$650,000.00 

Dwelling & Outbuilding (Including 
Use of Outbuilding for Temporary 
Habitation) 

Discretionary 4 Woodruff 
Court, Sorell 

$400,000.00 

Outbuilding Discretionary 46 Pawleena 
Road, Sorell 

$20,000.00 

Dwelling - (CT183294/193) Discretionary 14 Downward 
Way, Sorell 

$330,000.00 

Minor amendment - Stormwater 
Drainage 

Minor Amendment  (Part Of) 270 & 
274 Shark Point 
Road, Penna 

$0.00 

Outbuilding Discretionary 1a Tenth Avenue, 
Dodges Ferry 

$50,000.00 

Outbuilding (Shed) Discretionary 33 Colleen 
Crescent, 
Primrose Sands 

$8,200.00 

Dwelling & Outbuilding (shed) 
(CT183294/178) 

Discretionary 21 Downward 
Way, Sorell 
(CT183294/178) 

$452,637.00 

Outbuilding Discretionary 142 Fulham 
Road, Dunalley 

$36,000.00 
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Change of use, signage, 
demolition of outbuildings 

Discretionary 12 Fitzroy Street, 
Sorell 

$5,000.00 

Additions and Outbuilding (Shed) Discretionary 3 Boathouse Rise, 
Lewisham 

$300,000.00 

Additions to Dwelling (Deck) & 
Carport 

Discretionary U3 5 Stewart 
Court, Midway 
Point 

$50,000.00 

Dwelling Discretionary 17 Downward 
Way, Sorell 
(CT183294-180) 

$270,280.00 

Dwelling & Demolition of Existing Discretionary 78 Tiger Head 
Road, Dodges 
Ferry 

$880,000.00 

Outbuilding (Garage) No Permit Required 45 Walker Street, 
Sorell 

$15,000.00 

Dwelling No Permit Required 12 Fishburn Way, 
Sorell 

$393,000.00 

Dwelling No Permit Required 64 Pennington 
Drive, Sorell 

$463,000.00 

Outbuilding Discretionary 98 Weston Hill 
Road, Sorell 

$13,000.00 

Dwelling & Change of Use to 
Existing Dwelling to Outbuilding 

Discretionary 1176 Nugent 
Road, Wattle Hill 

$500,000.00 

Dwelling - Lot 6 
 

Discretionary 20 Arthur 
Highway, Sorell - 
Lot 6 

$350,000.00 

Dwelling & Relocation of 
Outbuilding 

Discretionary 224 Carlton 
Beach Road, 
Dodges Ferry 

$400,000.00 

Dwelling & Additions to 
Outbuilding 

Discretionary 92 Linden Road, 
Primrose Sands 

$150,000.00 

Dwelling Discretionary 11 Downward 
Way, Sorell 

$416,000.00 

Dwelling Discretionary 12 Miena Drive, 
Sorell 

$406,800.00 

Dwelling Discretionary 6 Fishburn Way, 
Sorell - (CT 
183294/211) 

$313,555.00 

Dwelling Discretionary 13 Downward 
Way, Sorell 

$382,200.00 

Dwelling Discretionary 869 Kellevie 
Road, Kellevie 

$368,530.00 
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Dwelling Discretionary 8 Fishburn Way, 
Sorell - CT 
183294/212 

$312,235.00 

Additions (2x Awnings & Carport) No Permit Required 81 Midway Point 
Esplanade, 
Midway Point 

$37,329.00 

Minor Amendment - Design 
Change to Cabins 

Minor Amendments Lot 1 Primrose 
Sands Road, 
Carlton River 

$0.00 

Minor Amendment - Changes to 
FFL 

Minor Amendments 4 Downward 
Way, Sorell 

$0.00 

Minor Amendment - Roof 
Orientation & New Solar Panels 

Minor Amendments 644 Primrose 
Sands Road, 
Primrose Sands 

$0.00 

Outbuilding Discretionary 2 Fulham Road, 
Dunalley 

$50,000.00 

Dwelling Discretionary 4 Elizabeth 
Street, Lewisham 
- Title 63480.2 

$350,000.00 

Additions to Dwelling (Deck) No Permit Required  17 Bayview 
Court, Sorell 

$9,000.00 

Strata Title x 2 Units Permitted 1 Statesman 
Court, Sorell 

$0.00 

Residential - Dwelling Discretionary 17 Fishburn Way 
Sorell 

$333,605.00 

 
Planning permits issued year for 2023 
Planning Applications approved year to date including January 2023. 
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SORELL PLANNING AUTHORITY 
Council’s Sorell Planning Authority (SPA) - formally DASC - met on 10 January 2023.  
Two planning permits were issued: 5.2022.373.1, was approved for a change of use 
to consulting rooms as 12 Fitzroy Street, Sorell and the other, 5.5022.356.1, for an 
outbuilding at 142 Fulham Road, Dunalley. 
 
APPEALS  
Mediation remains ongoing for the following two current appeals: 
• the approval of a six lot subdivision at 16-42 Arthur Highway, Dunalley; and 
• the refusal of a 3 lot subdivision and balance at 186 Greens Road, Orielton.  
 
STRATEGIC PLANNING  

Item Status Update  
Outer Hobart Residential 
Supply and Demand Study 

Work has commenced.  
Preliminary result due in Feb-
March.  Due for May-June 
completion 

No 

State Planning Office (SPO) – 
Tasmanian Planning Policies  

Further consultation expected 
to commence in Q1 
 

No 

State Planning Office (SPO) – 
Five Year Review of State 
Planning Provisions 
 

Further consultation expected 
to commence in Q1 

No 

State Planning Office (SPO) – 
Regional planning framework 
and structure planning 
guidelines 

Comments due 9 February 
2022 – report to DASC intended 

SPA motion 
considered 7/02/23 

Regional Land Use Strategy 
Update 

Sorell and Brighton Council 
continue to develop a work 
plan to utilise SPO funding 

No 

Website update Ongoing No 
Update of standard planning 
conditions, procedures and 
correspondence 

Ongoing No 

Policy on stormwater in new 
developments 

Drafted No 
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NATURAL RESOURCE MANAGEMENT  
Following key activities were conducted: 
• TOR and Scoping of project on Midway Point around Orielton Lagoon with 

TassieCat. 
• Consultation on revising Booklet on ‘Grow Local – a guide to local native 

plants suitable for gardens in Southern Tasmania’. 
• Weeds investigation and reporting. 
• Weed strategy final draft – underway. 
• Scoping of EV Charging station in Sorell.  
• Project submitted for approval in Dune rehabilitation in Carlton. 
• Work on progress in rehabilitation of gulley and tunnel erosion in Dunalley.  
• Various site inspection for weeds around municipality and liaison with 

Biosecurity Tasmania on control measures. 
• Scoping of weed action fund grant for Sorell Council. 
 
DEVELOPMENT ASSESSMENT  
The following table provides details of the overall Planning, Plumbing and Building 
Applications processed for the years 2017, 2018, 2019, 2020, 2021 & 2022 together 
with current yearly figures up to and including January 2023. 
 

 
 
DEVELOPMENT ENGINEERING  
Development Engineering has examined 75 applications (Developments & 
Subdivisions) for the January period, which required engineering input as follows: 
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Development Engineering Compliance 
 
Development Engineering is continuing to actively undertake inspections and 
monitoring of approved developments under construction.  Current developments 
under construction are as follows: 
• 20 Arthur Highway – 55 Lots on corner of Pawleena Road – commenced 

June 2021 – Stage 1 complete – Stage 2 nearing completion, Stage 3 and 4 
under construction. 

• Sorell – 37 Pawleena Road – Stage 2 and 3 completed – stage 4, 5, and 6 
nearing completion – works commenced on Pawleena Rd roundabout. 

• Midway Point – 252 Penna Road – Stage 1 (25 Lots) complete – Stage 2 and 
3 nearing completion, construction commenced for stages 4, 5, and 6 – 
Stages 8 undergoing assessment. 

• Sorell – 56-62 Forcett Street – 65 Lots by JAC Group – approval given, works 
commenced. 

 
Audit inspections for new road, kerb & gutter, footpaths, driveways and 
stormwater infrastructure are ongoing for the above developments. 
  
Approved developments likely to commence soon: 
• Primrose Sands – 6a and 8 Correa Street 6 Lots including road extension – 

engineering drawings undergoing assessments. 
• Lot 1000 Old Forcett Road – undergoing stormwater assessment. 
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• 16-42 Arthur Highway Dunalley – awaiting submission of engineering 
drawings. 

• 212 Greens Road – engineering approval to be issued shortly. 
 

10.5 HEALTH AND COMPLIANCE – GREG ROBERTSON, MANAGER 
 
BUILDING  
Analysis of applications approved year to date including January 2023.  
These include (Permit/Notifiable/Low Risk/Substantial Compliance).  
  

  
 Details of applications that were approved in January 2023 (details below).  
These include:  
• 2 Permits  
• 14 Notifiable  
• 2 Low Risk  
• 0 Substantial Compliance   
  
Property Address  Propose Use Of Building  Value Of Work  
24 Ulvergerne Street, Dodges Ferry  Awning Addition  $19,811  
16 Cornelius Avenue, Sorell  Garage  $30,000.00  
7 Downward Way, Sorell  Dwelling  $363,000.00  
Woods Road, Kellevie (CT 245357/1, South of 
165 Woods Road)  

Outbuilding  $22,000.00  

32 Gatehouse Drive, Sorell  Dwelling  $325,000.00  
21 Fishburn Way, Sorell  Dwelling  $342,535.00  
10 Kuneeamee Street, Dodges Ferry  Dwelling & Carport  $150,000.00  
3 Fishburn Way, Sorell  Dwelling  $321,795.00  
368 Arthur Highway, Sorell  Sheds X2  $180,000.00  
9 Statesman Court, Sorell  Shed  $30,000.00  
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28 Moomere Street, Carlton  Shed  $25,000.00  
16 Petrel Street, Primrose Sands  Alterations & Additions to Dwelling 

including Partial Demolition 
$330,000.00  

1 Pennington Drive, Sorell  Solar Panels  $3,000.00  
7 Fairmont Lane, Sorell  Dwelling  $250,475.00  
235 Carlton River Road, Carlton  Dwelling & Shed - Amendment  $0.00  
12 Arthur Street, Sorell  Demolition of Existing Dwelling & 

Outbuildings  
$50,000.00  

136 Penna Road, Midway Point  Early Childhood Centre  $980,000.00  
14 Miena Drive, Sorell  Dwelling  $350,000.00  
  
During the month of January 2023, no requests to waive building and plumbing fees 
were considered.  
  
BUILDING COMPLIANCE   
Council compliance officers are continuing to investigate and inspect any incoming 
complaint or query in relation to potential illegal construction of works on a weekly 
basis.   
  
During the month of January 2023, we received 8 complaints that required further 
investigation, and 4 complaints that were able to be resolved. 
  
We attended to 7 properties that required on-site inspections. 
  
We often receive other incoming queries/complaints that do not require follow up 
and/or can be forwarded to a different department for action. 
  
Below statistics reflective of Notices/Orders issued for January 2023:  
  
Building Notices issued:  4  
Building Notices revoked:  1  
Building Order issued:  3  
Building Order revoked:   0  
Infringement Notices issued  0  
Complaints in progress   9  
  
Continuing to work through the years and updating Councils Property Wise system 
to reflect correct status. Years include 1994 – 2006. Remaining years to be 
completed are 1996 and 2005.   
  
PLUMBING   
Analysis of applications approved year to date including January 2023.  These 
include (Permit/Notifiable/Low Risk).  
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Details of applications that were processed in January 2023 (details below).  These 
include:  

  
• 6 Permits  
• 10 Notifiable  
• 6 Low Risk  

  

 

  
In January, 46 plumbing inspections were conducted for new and existing plumbing 
works. These works are current Plumbing Permits and Certificates of Likely 
Compliance. Some inspections conducted for the month of January was due to 
significant amounts of rain and flooding within private property boundaries some 
investigations are still on going.   
 
ENVIRONMENTAL HEALTH   
  
Building Act 2016  
Onsite wastewater management assessments completed for Plumbing Permit 
applications.    
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The operator of a commercial property in the Southern Beaches which discharges 
wastewater into Pittwater has not yet been resolved. Effluent samples were 
collected during January.   The plumber preparing the quote to upgrade the 
wastewater treatment plant contacted Council and advised that the quote will be 
submitted in early February 2023.  
 
Quarterly service reports for AWTS installations have been received; 20 assessed 
and follow up occurred for those AWTS reports deemed non-compliant with the 
Building Act 2016 with letters to owners.  
 
Reported failing onsite waste management systems in southern beaches were 
investigated. Results of samples collected were not conclusive but dye testing 
didn’t identify neighbouring properties as being responsible. Pawleena Road 
abatement notice received and is being progressed and plumbing permit for the 
repair works was issued.  
 
By Laws  
Environmental Health By-law, Regulatory Impact Statement has been finalised and 
submitted to the Director of Local Government for review in December. The 
Director was contacted in January but has not yet advised whether the RIS and by-
law can be advertised for public comment.  
 
Land Use Planning & Approval Act 1993  
Development and subdivision application assessments completed including, 
multiple dwellings, commercial developments in Sorell, new dwellings and 
outbuildings.    
 
Complaints received regarding businesses operating without a planning permit, 
including a manufacturing business in Dodges Ferry.  
 
Food Act 2003  
6 Food business safety assessments were conducted during January.    
 
Public Health Act 1997  
Dodges Ferry and Dunalley Primary Schools Private water supplier and 
maintenance with DOE and TCM.  Correspondence between DoE and Council to 
have all results sent to the EHO in accordance with the Drinking water guidelines.   
Recreational Water Quality Sampling season continuing.  Sampling of Blue Lagoon 
as a secondary contact water body.  The data provides information on the health 
of the lagoon.    
 
Water carters are difficult to inspect due to a lack of working at heights ticket for 
the EHO.  To inspect a water tank on a truck, a cherry picker is required to be used 
to see into the water tank.    
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SBIP (Immunisations)  
EHO contacted Sorell school and dates were confirmed for commencement of 2023 
school-based immunisation program.      
 
Environmental Management & Pollution Control Act 1994 (EMPCA)  
Noise complaints including, music, construction noise, trail bike riding in Dodges 
Ferry were received and investigated.    
 
Waste dumping complaints were also received.    
 
Several complaints about failing onsite wastewater management systems 
discharging to stormwater were investigated, most appeared to be natural seepage 
rather than wastewater.    
 
EHO and Manager of Health & Compliance conducted an audit of a property in 
Forcett that is applying aquaculture waste to the land. The activity was complying 
with EPN conditions and a new EPN was issued authorising further land application 
on the property until January 2025.  
 
Waste Management   
The Manager of Health & Compliance and Mayor Vincent attend a meeting of the 
Southern Tasmanian Regional Waste Management Authority (STRWA). The 
purpose of the meeting was to elect new Board members. Recruitment for the CEO 
continues and an appointment is likely in February.  
 
A Waste Strategy for Council has been prepared was be present to the January 2023 
Council meeting. Council resolved to lay the report on the table to enable further 
consideration by Council.  
 
Attended a Consultation meeting on the Draft Tasmanian Waste and Resource 
Recovery Strategy at NRE.   
 
Recycling centres in Dodges Ferry and Sorell were ‘overloaded’ in the Christmas 
new-year period. Veolia allocated additional resources but it was still difficult to 
‘keep up’ with the volume of recyclable and dumped rubbish.   
 
Street Stall / Public place permits  
No new applications were approved in January.   
 
Recreational Leave  
Nil  
 
COMPLIANCE   
Infringements issued for Nuisance Dogs (including Dog at large and 
unregistered dogs)  

5 

Infringement issued for Taking a Dog into a restricted area  7  
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Reported Dog attacks on livestock or other Dogs  5  
Reported Dog attacks on people  3 
Dogs impounded  6 
Nuisance created by animals including dogs (Noise/Odour)  8 
Fire Hazard Abatement notices issued  14 
Litter Infringement notice issued  0  
New Dog Registrations as a result of door knocks  9 
Dog Abatement Notice/infringement Notice (currently being appealed to 
the Magistrates court)  

0 

Infringement issued By-Laws  0 
  
Council officers issued a further 14 Fire abatement notices in January on properties 
that had excessive fuel loads that Council were notified of via members of the 
public.    
  
Officers commenced re-inspections on the 9th January and properties that have not 
complied with the notice were given to Councils contractor for action.  

  
Councils contractor is currently working through over 60 properties that were not 
complied with and is expected to have the majority of them completed within the 
next 2 weeks. 
  
Councils Animal Management Officers have conducted patrols on all beaches that 
have restricted and prohibited areas on every weekday throughout January and 
have also conducted one after hours patrol.  
  
12 cautions and 3 infringement notices were issued during these patrols for people 
that disobeyed the restrictions.  
   
Reports of Dog attacks rose through January with 2 of these attacks resulting in 
people requiring hospitalisation and surgery.  
  
Two Dogs were declared Dangerous and another 2 dogs were destroyed.     
 

10.6 INFRASTRUCTURE AND ASSETS – JULIE MANN, MANAGER 
 
CAPITAL WORKS TRANSPORT AND STORMWATER 
The engineering team have been managing the delivery of the gravel re-sheeting 
and bitumen reseal maintenance contracts which were previously administered by 
Council’s operational staff. These contracts and the co-ordination of surveys and 
land/easement acquisition processes associated with ongoing stormwater 
issues has unfortunately resulted in departmental resources focusing their time 
away from progressing the current Capital Works projects.       
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There are a number of Capital Works projects that are about to commence, have 
commenced or achieved practical completion across our Municipality.   
 
Capital Works about to commence:  
• Devenish Drive, Sorell – Drainage Upgrade – Possession of site from 17 

February 2023 and works are due for completion end of May 2023.  
 
Capital Works commenced:  
• Lateena Street, Dodges Ferry Stormwater Outlet Remediation Works – 

Works substantially complete, some defects require attention 
and revegetation works are planned for April 2023.  

• 2022-23 Supply and delivery of Bitumen reseals – commenced December 
2022 and due for completion end of March 2023 - Weather permitting.  

 
Capital Works complete since last report:  
• Lime stabilisation, widening and reshaping of Bream Creek Road from Dairy 

access to Burnt Hill Road. 
• 2022-23 Gravel Re-sheet Program. The following roads are complete as part 

of this program since last report:  
o C-23-T-024 - Orielton Road, Orielton;  
o C-23-T-029 – Rosendale Road, Sorell;   
o C-23-T-030 – Shrub End Road, Wattle Hill; 
o C-23-T-031 – Stokes Road, Kellevie; and 
o C-23-T-033 – Wiggins Road, Wattle Hill. 

 
• 2022-23 Supply and delivery of Bitumen reseals – All roads have been 

prepared by Council’s depot crews. The following roads are complete as 
part of this program since last report:  
o C-23-T-035 – Carlton Bluff Road, Primrose Sands;  
o C-23-T-039 – Pelican Place, Boomer Bay; and 
o C-23-T-044 – Dodges Hill Road, Dodges Ferry.  

  
Design Work brief summary  
• Commenced detailed engineering design consultancy brief for design of a 

number of 2022/2023 capital projects – roads, footpaths, storm water, etc;  
• Preliminary/ concept designs received from Pitt & Sherry for potential 

future capital works projects; and  
• Jacobs have been engaged to undertake detailed engineering survey and 

design for stormwater capital project (C-23-S-006) required on Nugent Road 
near Mill Road, Nugent. For Construction drawings have been issued.  

  
ASSETS / GIS / ICT   
• Land Improvement asset data cleanse prior to revaluation process. 
• PC capital renewal job underway along with Server renewal timing, mid-

March installation. 
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• ICT department helping with UFH / VHF radio audit. 
• TasSpan meeting and are now providing component condition assessment 0-

6 aligning with Council’s condition survey procedures.  
  
PROJECT ENGINEERING 

  
ROAD & TRAFFIC  
Footpaths   
• Red Ochre Beach Access – Still waiting on sign off and lease agreement from 

Parks and Wildlife – emails have been sent requesting an update.  
• Sorell Streetscape – Waiting on feedback/ comments from Council before 

finalising scope and sending out for quotes.  
 
Vulnerable Road User Program (Council contributes 5% in the total cost of the job) 

• New grant applications are being prepared: 
o Arthur Highway from the school gate: Request has been made by a 

resident for the path to head in a north-easterly direction, but we need 
to consider connecting with the shop and linking what is existing. 

o Gate Five Rd to a bus stop – requests made for years about constructing 
a gravel path for the children to use, rather than overgrown narrow 
track. 

 

Pembroke Park – BMX Bike Track 
• Ongoing: The tender has been delayed as the two parties (contractor and 

specialist consultant) involved are having a disagreement on scope of 
services. The local contractor has suggested using another bike track 
specialist, but there are a number of questions they must answer and satisfy 
Council before this will be considered. 

 

BUILDINGS   
Stadium Car Park  
• There have been complaints from residents in Montagu St regarding the new 

lights shining into their houses. We are in the process of getting some cover 
plates made up to remedy this and have turned the suspect lights off as 
requested by the resident.  
 

 

Train Shed  
• Barn doors are being installed. 
• Fence on CAC side has been relocated. 
• Concreting and gravel at front of building has been installed.  
• Other purchases made are stainless steel bollards, trees and power supply. 

Power supply and bollards should be installed in the next month, the trees 
will be planted when it gets cooler. 
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Lewisham Boat Ramp Toilet 
• Requests for quotes is complete and this will need to go to the midyear 

budget review for the additional funds required – the toilet has already been 
purchased, so it is for the plumbing system and installation of the building/ 
slab etc.  

 
South East Jobs Hub 
• Development application has been lodged. 
• Currently developing the engagement process for the design consultants and 

will send out for quotes shortly. 
• We have selected our own consultants and will be developing design 

requirements for electrical and security with internal staff and Councils 
preferred electrical contractor. 

• Meeting with BEST (Andrew Hyatt) to get an understanding of their 
requirements to operate: IT, security etc. 

 
Sorell Function Centre 
• Development application has been lodged. 
• Currently developing the engagement process for the design consultants and 

will send out for quotes shortly. 
• With regards to the design, part of this will be the construction methodology, 

which will need to be carefully considered to minimise disruption on the user 
groups of Pembroke Park.  

 
10.7 ROADS AND STORMWATER – DAVID REARDON, MANAGER 

 
All Supervisors and Programmers have implemented project plans on all 
maintenance work that falls outside business-as-usual practices.  
 
CRM’s  
 
Customer 

Requests by 
Category 

Sealed/Unseal
ed Roads  

De
c-
21 

Ja
n 
2
2 

Fe
b 

22 

M
ar 
22 

Ap
ril 
22 

M
ay 
22 

Ju
ne
22 

Jul
y 

22 

Au
g 

22 

Se
p 

22 

Oc
t2
2 

 
No
v 

22 

De
c 

22  

J 
A 
N 
23 

Roads\Abandoned 
Vehicles       1        

Roads\Bollards  1   1       1  
Roads\Footpath/D
amage to 
Infrastructure 
Maintenance 

 1  2    4 3  1  2 4 

Roads\General 
Road Enquiry 2 3 3 4 5 1 3  1 2 1 3 2 1 

Roads\Guideposts 2      2       1 
Roads\Guardrails              1 
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Roads\Line 
marking   1     1       

Roads\Other Road 
Signage 2 4 3 3 3 2 2 2   2  1 1 

Roads\Pedestrian 
Crossing  1  1           

Roads\Road 
Defects incl. 
Potholes 

12 1 17 8 5 10 9 8 11 14 10 20 4 12 

Roads\Road 
Grading   2 1 1     5    1 

Roads\Street 
Name Signage 1 1 1      3 2  2 1 2 

Roads\Street 
Lighting     1 4 1  2 1 1   1 

Roads \ Traffic 
Calming Devices 

     1         

Stormwater / 
Flooding\Stormwa
ter and Flooding 
Enquiry (Rural) 

             2 

Stormwater / 
Flooding\Stormwa
ter and Flooding 
Enquiry (Urban) 

             1 

Total  19 12 27 19 16 18 18 15 20 24 15 25 10 27 

 
Road Maintenance and Repairs 
 

Priority 1 Urgent - 1 Day 
Priority 2 Important- 6 Weeks 
Priority 3  Required - 16 Weeks 
Priority 4 Maintenance - 26 Weeks 
Priority 5 Monitor - 52 Weeks 

 

 
 
UNSEALED ROAD CREW 
• 23 Work Orders Completed for January. 0 at Priority 1, 1 at Priority 2, 5 at 

Priority 3, 15 at Priority 4, and 2 at Priority 5. 
• Maintenance Grading/Potholing on Dodges Ferry Promenade, Knights Road, 

Gary Street, Dunalley Rec Ground Access, Imlay Street, Burdons Road, Access 
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Adj Quarry Road/Lewisham Road, Connellys Marsh Road, Church Street West, 
Gillingbrook Road, and Tangari Road. 

• Drains/Culverts on Bridges Road, Delmore Road, Bezzants Road, Masons 
Road, and Imlay Street. 

 
Roadside Furniture 
• Signs/Guideposts on Connellys Marsh Road, and Pitt Street. 
• Vegetation on Russell Street East. 
 

 
 
SEALED ROAD CREW 
• 31 Work Orders Completed for January. 0 at Priority 1, 1 at Priority 2, 13 at 

Priority 3, 11 at Priority 4, and 6 at Priority 5. 
• Potholing on Hurst Street, Walker Street, Delmore Road, Brinktop Road, 

Rotuli Street, Riaweena Road, Primrose Sands Road, and Colleen Crescent. 
• Asphalt/Gravel Shoulders on Sugarloaf Road, Primrose Sands Road, and 

Parsonage Place. 
• Drains/Culverts on Shrub End Road. 
• Footpath maintenance on Peppe Drive, Kidbrook Road, and Devenish Drive. 
• Clean up rubbish on Sugarloaf Road. 
• Sweep loose gravel on Blackwood Drive, Tanya Place, and Sonya Court. 
• Linemarking on Fulham Road. 
 
Roadside Furniture 
• Signs/Guideposts on Pendell Drive, Ridge Road, Hardner Court, Carlton River 

Road, Brue Court, Baudin Road 
• Add Reflector Tape on Dodges Ferry carpark guardrail 
• Vegetation on Boomer Bay Boat Ramp Car Park 
• FBR’s on Provence Drive 
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STORMWATER CREW 
• 10 Work Orders Completed for January. 0 at Priority 1, 0 at Priority 2, 2 at 

Priority 3, 4 at Priority 4, and 4 at Priority 5. 
• Clean drains at Pennington Drive, Dodges Hill Road, Carlton Beach Road, 

Freedom Close, Shark Point Road, and Lloyd Street. 
• Reshape drain on Shark Point Road. 
• Repair area around pit on Pengana Street. 
• Repair kerb and drain on Cross Street. 
 

10.8 FACILITIES AND RECREATION – SONIA PULLEN, MANAGER 
 

Meetings Attended: 
• Various meetings RE: Pembroke Park Stadium & Community Facilities  
• Various meetings regarding Canteen and Gym operators for the Stadium  
• Various meetings regarding Stadium Opening and Carriage Shed Event - Arts 

Tas Project 
• Various meeting with Canteen Operator 
 
Activities: 
• Australia Day Preparation 
• Open Days at Stadium 
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FACILITIES  
Facility usage 
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South East Stadium: 
• Facility inductions to key users of the stadium. 
• Internal signage developed and contractor engaged.  
• Sponsorship Policy developed. 
• New facility booking system – Continue to transfer bookings from the old 

system. Internal training provided. 
• Various meetings with stadium anchor tenants SENA, SEBA, SEUFC.  
• Meetings with Hobart Chargers and Dominoes Basketball Club. 
• Ongoing liaison with Project Engineer and suppliers on various matters 

regarding the construction project and defect corrections.  
• Ongoing liaison with local clubs and other future users of the stadium. 
 
LAND IMPROVEMENTS 
• Tree work – Moomere St, Boat Park, Tuscany Crt and Lourah St Dodges Ferry  
• Ongoing mowing and maintenance for Parks, Reserves and Walkways 
• CRM’s 
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FACILITY MAINTENANCE  
 
All Buildings - general maintenance requirements as per form 46. 
Repairs and maintenance summary per location, including vandalism related 
repairs and reactive maintenance: 
 

 
 
Repairs and maintenance Summary of Buildings – by Work Order Type  
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Vandalism events per location - January 23  
   

Location 
Vandalism related 
repairs Reactive maintenance 

Sorell 2 9 
Midway Point 2  
Dodges Ferry 4 2 
Carlton  1 
Primrose Sands 2  
Dunalley  1 
Copping/Marion Bay/Kellevie 1 
  
Overall vandalism events per month by month  
   
Month Vandalism related repairs Reactive maintenance 
Jul-22 10 29 
Aug-22 19 17 
Sep-22 13 24 
Oct-22 11 16 
Nov-22 17 14 
Dec-22 3 21 
Jan-23 10 14 

 
 

11.0 PETITIONS 
 

At the time of preparation of this agenda no petitions had been received. 
 

12.0 LAND USE PLANNING 
 
The Mayor advised in accordance with the provisions of Part 2 Regulation 25 of the 
Local Government (Meeting Procedures) Regulations 2015, the intention of the 
Council to act as a planning authority pursuant to the Land Use Planning and 
Approvals Act 1993 is to be noted. 
 
In accordance with Regulation 25, the Council will act as a planning authority in 
respect to those matters appearing under item 12 on this agenda, inclusive of any 
supplementary items. 
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12.1 SORELL PLANNING AUTHORITY MINUTES 
 
RECOMMENDATION 
 
“That the minutes of the Sorell Planning Authority (SPA) Meeting of 7th February 
2023 be noted.” 
 
 
Date: 10 February 2023 
Attachments (4) 
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13.0 GOVERNANCE 
 

13.1 COUNCILLOR REPRESENTATIVES ON COMMITTEES 
 

RECOMMENDATION 
 
“That Council resolves to appoint Councillor Representatives on various 
committees and to the Sorell Audit Panel as nominated in the accompanying 
report.” 
 
Introduction 
The Council is represented on various committees and other authorities by 
elected members appointed by Council from time to time. Representation on 
these committees provides an opportunity for Sorell Council to contribute to local 
government activities both within the municipal area, regionally and on a 
statewide basis.  
 
Strategic plan 
Consistent with the Strategic Plan. 
 
Annual plan 
Not applicable. 
 
Policy 
No specific policy. 
 
Environmental implications 
Not applicable. 
 
Asset management implications 
Not applicable. 
 
Risk management implications 
No obvious risk management implications. 
 
Community implications 
None foreseen. 
 
Statutory implications 
None foreseen. 
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Report 
Initial appointments following the election were made at the November 2022 
ordinary Council meeting – shaded green - some positions default to the Mayor and 
Deputy Mayor. 
 
The recommended appointments the subject of this report are as indicated with 
the previous representatives described – shaded yellow.   
 
Remaining appointments are to be determined following a review of the scope and 
terms of reference – shaded red.  
 

Committee/Organisation 2018-2022 2022-2026 
 Councillor Representative 

and Role 
 

Section 24 Arts & Cultural 
Committee 

Councillor Torenius  
Councillor Reed 
 

Mayor Vincent 
Councillor Torenius 

Section 24 Copping Hall and 
Reserves Committee 

Principal: D/Mayor Reynolds 
Proxy: Councillor Jackson 
 

Councillor Campbell 
Proxy: Councillor Reynolds 

Section 24 Pembroke Park 
Advisory Committee 

Mayor Vincent – default Chair 
D/Mayor Reynolds 
Councillor De Williams 
 

Mayor Vincent – default Chair 
Councillor Reynolds 
Councillor Gatehouse 

Streetscape / St George’s 
Square Committee 

Streetscape committee 
required only. 
Councillor Nichols 
Councillor Torenius 
D/Mayor Reynolds 

TBC post November 2022 

Municipal Emergency 
Management Committee 
 

Mayor Vincent (Chairperson) – 
default position under 
Municipal Emergency 
Management Plan. 

Mayor Vincent (Chairperson) – 
default position under Municipal 
Emergency Management Plan. 

South East Region 
Development Association 
(“SERDA”) 
 

Mayor Vincent (Chairperson) – 
default position under 
constitution. 
 

Mayor Vincent (Chairperson) – 
default position under 
constitution. 
 

Copping Refuse Disposal Site 
Joint Authority (“CRDSJA”) 

Principal: Mayor Vincent 
Proxy: Councillor De Williams 
 

Principal: Mayor Vincent 
Proxy: Councillor Gatehouse 
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Local Government Association 
of Tasmania (“LGAT”) 

Mayor Vincent 
D/Mayor Reynolds (proxy) 
Default positions 

Principal: Mayor Vincent 
Proxy: D/Mayor Wooley 
Default positions 

Southern Waste Strategy 
Authority (now referred to as 
“Waste Strategy South”) 

Principal: Councillor Reed 
Proxy: Councillor Degrassi 

Principal: Mayor Vincent 
Proxy: Manager Regulatory 
Services - Greg Robertson 
 

Development Assessment 
Special 
Committee (“DASC”) 
Now known as Sorell Planning 
Authority (“SPA”) 

Mayor Vincent (Chairperson) 
D/Mayor Reynolds 
Councillor Degrassi 
Councillor De Williams 
Councillor Gala  
Councillor Jackson 
Councillor Nichols 
Councillor Reed 
Councillor Torenius 

Mayor Vincent (Chairperson) 
D/Mayor Wooley 
Councillor Brown 
Councillor Campbell 
Councillor Gatehouse 
Councillor Miro Quesada 
Councillor Reed 
Councillor Reynolds 
Councillor Torenius 

TasWater Principal: Mayor Vincent 
Proxy: Councillor Jackson  

Principal: Mayor Vincent 
Proxy: Councillor Reed 

Southern Tasmanian Councils 
Authority (STCA) 

Mayor Vincent 
General Manager 
Default positions 

Mayor Vincent 
General Manager 
Default positions 

Sorell Audit Panel Councillor De Williams 
Councillor Reed 

Councillor Reed 
D/Mayor Wooley 

 
 
ROBERT HIGGINS 
GENERAL MANAGER 
Date: 16th February 2023 
 
 
 

14.0 INFRASTRUCTURE AND ASSETS 
Nil 
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15.0 COMMUNITY RELATIONS 
 

15.1 COMMUNITY GRANTS PROGRAM 
 

RECOMMENDATION 
 
“That Council resolves to approve the Carlton Park Surf Life Saving Club community 
group grant application under the 2022-2023 Community Grants Program.” 
 
Introduction 
Through the Community Grants Program 2022-2023, funds are available for 
support towards a project, event or activity, Council provides financial support to 
eligible community groups and organisations within the Municipality.  
 
Strategic Plan 
Objective 3.8 – To Ensure a Liveable and Inclusive Community – Encourage and 
support the local arts, cultural activities, programs and events. 
 
Annual Plan 
Sufficient funds exist within the Operational Plan and budget. 
 
Policy 
Community Grants Policy.  
 
Asset Management Implications 
NIL  
 
Risk Management Implications 
NIL  
 
Community Implications 
There will be positive implications for the community through the provision of 
funds for activities and projects within the Sorell Municipality.   
 
REPORT 
For the month of January, Council received one Community Grant Application from: 
 
• Carlton Park Surf Life Saving Club – Requested $1000 to purchase a new BBQ 

for club activities. 
 
The application was considered by Council at a workshop on 7th February 2023, 
with the below Councillors in attendance. 
 
• Mayor Vincent  



  

  
AGENDA 
ORDINARY COUNCIL MEETING 
21 FEBRUARY 2023 

 

54 

• Deputy Mayor Charles Wooley 
• Clr Brown 
• Clr Torenius 
• Clr Campbell  
• Clr Reed 
• Clr Gatehouse 
• Clr Reynolds 
• Clr Miro Quesada Le Roux 
 
This application is now presented to Council for determination.  
 
 
SONIA PULLEN 
Manager Facilities and Recreation 
Date 15 February 2023 
 
 

16.0 FINANCE 
 

16.1 MID YEAR BUDGET REVIEW  
 

RECOMMENDATION 
“That Council resolves to receive and approve the 2022-2023 Mid-Year Budget 
Review.” 
 
 
A full review of the Council’s financial position to the end of November 2022 has 
been undertaken, including a review of all capital works jobs.  Adjustments have 
been recommended as per the attached revised budget. 
 
The Mid Year Budget Review (MYBR) operating deficit for the period ended 30 
June 2023 is $925k, which is $545k above the original budget operating deficit of 
$1.47m. The main drivers of the change in operating deficit are:  

• The MYBR total operating income of $20.148m is $761k greater than 
original budgeted income.  

• The MYBR total expenses of $21.073m is $216k greater than the original 
budgeted expenses.   
 

The MYBR net surplus for the period ended 30 June 2023 is $4.218m, which is 
$198k above the original budget net surplus. This is due to the above mentioned 
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movements in total operating income and expenses and also the MYBR total 
capital income is expected to decrease by $347k from the original budget.  

In summary the forecast budget for the 2022/2023 financial year has been 
amended in the following areas: 
 
Operating Income 
Operating Income is now forecast to increase by $761k, bringing the expected 
budget for the financial year up to $20.148m. 
 
The main impactors on this movement are: 

 
• Rates and charges is expected to increase by $130k, as a result of 

supplementary rates raised to date.  
• Statutory fees and charges is expected to decrease by $16k, mainly as a result 

of expected decreases in activity for Town Planning. 
• User fees is expected to decrease by $35k, mainly as a result of expected 

decreases in activity for building assessments, plumbing applications and 
inspections.  

• Operating grants is expected to increase by $82k, predominantly as a result 
of increase in the Financial Assistance Grant received. 

• Contributions received is expected to increase by $124k, largely as a result of 
an increase in public open space contributions received to date.  

• Interest Income is expected to increase by $448k. Term deposit interest rates 
have increased considerably from the original budget.  Interest income is 
expected to increase as a result of this.   

• Other Income is expected to increase by $67k, as a result of the following key 
changes:  
o Lease/Rent Fees Received has increased by $16k, as a result of 

additional income that had incurred prior to the MYBR. 
o Other Facility Hire has decreased by $46k, predominantly as a result of 

the delayed opening of the South East Stadium. 
o SERDA external labour hire recoveries has increased by $25k, there was 

previously no budgeted income for this line item. 
o Other Sundry Income has increased by $59k, predominantly as a result 

of a distribution from a previous investment in liquidation. 
• Investment income from TasWater has decreased by $38k, it has been 

adjusted to reflect actuals at the time MYBR was prepared. 
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Expenses 
Total Expenditure is now forecast to increase by $216k, bringing the expected 
budget for the financial year up to $21.073m. 

 
The main reasons for this movement are: 
 
• Employee Benefits is expected to decrease by $6k, as a result of: 

o Annual leave will increase by $24k, as a result of salaries movements in 
2nd half of financial year due to organisational restructure and filling of 
vacancies.  

o Payroll tax will increase by $12k, reasoning per annual leave above. 
o Superannuation has decreased by $17k, reasoning per annual leave 

above. 
o Workers compensation insurance has decreased by $16k, as a result of 

MAV Insurance pricing model resulting in Council’s actual premium 
decreasing. 

 
• Materials and Services is expected to increase by $334k, as a result of: 

o Consultants Other is expected to increase by $14k, which is 
predominantly a result of proposed Primrose Sands concept design 
works for additional infrastructure of $9k and other minor 
requirements. 

o Contractors is expected to increase by $125k, as a result of the 
following key changes:  
• $25k for internal driveway access works on 2 Pawleena Road. 

Sorell associated with roundabout project as agreed in the Deed 
between Department of State Growth, Sorell Council and the 
developer. 

• System upgrade completion costs of $64k.  Reallocation 
budgeted to Amortise in original budget see depreciation and 
amortisation below. 

• Fulham Road, Dunalley tunnel erosion remediation requires an 
additional $12k.  

• Plumbing services need an additional $10k due to vacancy during 
changeover in filled positions. 

o Fuel is expected to increase by $61k, predominantly as a result of 
increased fuel pump prices since the initial budget was prepared. 
Further it has been assumed these higher fuel prices will continue to 30 
June 2023. 
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o Line marking is expected to increase by $14k, which is a result of 
increased requirements, in particular in relation to sealed roads. 

o Operating capital is expected to decrease by $49k, which is a result of 
• Painting of Midway Point Hall has been reallocated to repairs and 

maintenance.  This project was budgeted at $12k. See repairs and 
maintenance below. 

• Environmental Health planned project of $40k is now being 
funded by TasWater. 

o Repairs and maintenance is expected to increase by $152k, as a result 
of the following key changes:  
• Additional $12k regarding reallocation of Midway Point Hall from 

operating capital to repairs and maintenance. See operating 
capital above. 

• Additional $85k in relation to Pembroke Park Stadium, including 
stadium window tinting, glass repairs due to vandalism and 
further unexpected minor works. 

• Unsealed Roads require an additional $40k for additional gravel 
due to weather events and for hiring contractors to maintenance 
grade. 

• Additional $15k in relation to planned Pawleena dam removal 
following detailed design. 

o Kerbside recycling disposal is expected to decrease by $12k, which is a 
result of savings to date and expected savings for the remainder of the 
year. 

o Valuation Expenses is expected to increase by $15k, predominantly as 
a result of an increase in supplementary valuations year to date. 

o A number of other movements of lesser values are expected, as per the 
accompanying financial report.  

 
• Depreciation and Amortisation is forecast to decrease by $244k as a 

result of the revised forecasting from the Assetic asset systems. The 
expected decrease in depreciation has also been impacted by delays in 
the completion (and capitalisation) of some capital jobs. The expected 
decrease in amortisation is due to the reclassification of system 
upgrade costs from capital to Consultancy.  See Contractors above. 

 
• Other expenses is expected to increase by $132k 
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o Election Expenses has increased by $65k, the budget was based 
on a small increase to the previous amount charged on prior 
elections.  However, the cost increased dramatically which is a 
result of compulsory mail voting. 

o Land Tax has increased by $23k, as a result of a significant 
increase in land tax payable due to a movement in land values. 

o NRM (Natural resource management) has increased by $72k, as 
a result of a number of new projects.  The projects include a 
survey on Boomer Bay and walkways and access with signage, 
weed management, council reserve survey and a fleet transition 
plan. 

o Public Liability Insurance has decreased by $34k due to actual 
costs being incurred year to date. 

o A number of other movements of lesser values are expected, as 
per the accompanying financial report.  

 
Capital Income 
Capital income forecasts have decreased by $347k under the existing approved 
budget, bringing the expected revenue for this area down to $5.143m. 
 
The main reasons for this movement are: 
• Additional Federal grant funding recognised of $226k for LRCIP Phase II grants 

for Dodges Ferry to Carlton Beach Loop and Sorell Railway Carriage Shed 
Restoration. Additional Federal grant funding of $50k for National Emergency 
Management (NEMA) Southern Beaches – Coastal & estuary risk mitigation 
project. Additional State grant funding recognised of $100k for SRRP Brinktop 
Road, Penna.  Additional State grant funding of $84k for Black Spot Program 
for White Hill Road, Penna and Bream Creek Road, Bream Creek.   

• The following will be carried forward to 2023/2024. Reduced Federal Funding 
recognised of $375k for Jobs Hub construction and $275k for LRCIP Phase III 
grant for Sorell Streetscape. Reduced State funding of $1.475m for Jobs Hub 
construction, Pembroke Function centre, Pembroke Park BMX track, Council 
administration centre access to Dubs & Co Drive, Sorell.  

• Contributions – non-monetary assets $1.76m has been adjusted to reflect 
actuals at the time MYBR was prepared, as a result of capital project 
capitalisations quarter 1 & 2. 

• Profit / (loss) on sale of assets of $442k has been adjusted to reflect actuals 
at the time MYBR was prepared, as a result of capital project capitalisations 
quarter 1 & 2.  
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Capital Expenditure 
 

The capital program for 2022/23 has been reviewed taking into account current 
work plans, tenders and forecast timeframes for project completions. As a result, 
predominantly due to programs no longer proceeding this financial year, capital 
works are forecast to decrease by $2.237m bringing the total capital program for 
the financial year to $12.761m. 

 MYBR 2022/23 
Original budget approved by Council in June 2022 Council meeting 14,998,565 
    
MYBR reductions to the original budget   
Job completed in 2021/2022 FY   

Reductions to 2021/2022 Carryovers (214,750) 
Jobs no longer proceeding in 2022/23 (150,387) 
Jobs moved to Operating Capital  

Reductions due to Job Underspends / Change in Scope  (2,441,332) 
Reductions due to Job Underspends - Capitalised jobs (256,099) 
    
Total MYBR reductions to the original budget  (3,062,568) 
    
MYBR additions/reductions to the original budget associated with grant 
funding    

Additions in 2021/2022 Carryovers – fully funded by grants  30,927 
Reductions in 2021/2022 Carryovers – partially funded by grants   

Additions – fully funded by grants  734,000 
Reductions – fully funded by grants  (1,875,000) 
Additions – partially funded by grants  0 
Reductions - partially funded by grants (711,130) 
Total MYBR additions/reductions to the original budget associated with grant 
funding  (1,821,203) 

    
Other additions to the original budget    
Additions to 2021/2022 Carryovers 350,344 
MYBR Requests due to Job Overspends / Change in Scope  1,299,329 
MYBR Requests for New Jobs   933,127 
MYBR Requests due to Job Overspends - Capitalised Jobs 64,011 
Total other additions to the original budget  2,646,811 
    
MYBR Capital Budget 12,761,605 
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Net Cash Position  
 
Council’s estimated net cash position at 30 June 2023 is now forecast to decrease 
by $225k since the original budget, with a forecast deficit of $5.276m at MYBR.   

 
The main reasons for this movement are: 
• Operating profit (excluding depreciation) is expected to increase by $301k 

compared to the original budget estimations.  
• There is an expected decrease of capital expenditure of $1.982m.  
• There is a reduction in grants received of $2.508m.  

 
 
 

 
Scott Nicol   Sally Fang   Christine Fraser 
Acting Manager Finance Accountant   Finance Officer 
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16.2 EXECUTIVE SUMMARY – FINANCIAL REPORT JANUARY 2023 YTD 
 
RECOMMENDATION 
“That the Executive Summary – FINANCIAL REPORT JANUARY 2023 YEAR-TO-DATE 
be received and noted by Council.” 

 
 
Note: Variances are only reported and discussed below if they are greater than 
$10k and have a variance percentage of greater than 10%.  
 
FINANCIAL REPORT JANUARY 2023 YEAR-TO-DATE 
The operating surplus for the period ended 31 January 2023 of $7.341m is above 
the budget of $5.725m by $1.615m.  The main drivers of this position are:  
 
• Recurrent income year to date is $18.741m, which is above budget by $705k.  
• Operating expenses year to date are $11.4m, which is below budget by 

$910k.  
 
NOTES TO THE ACCOUNTS 

1. RATES AND CHARGES 
Rates and charges are above budget by $226k to the end of January.  The following 
significant variances are noted: 
• Other remissions is below budget by $62k, as a result of Council receiving less 

charitable remission requests than anticipated year to date.  
 
2. STATUTORY FEES AND CHARGES 
This category is above budget by $9k to the end of January. 
 
3. USER FEES 
This category is above budget by $12k to the end of January.  The following 
significant variances are noted: 
• Building assessment fees is below budget by $18k, as a result of activity being 

less than expected year to date. 
• Dog registrations and renewal is above budget by $24k, as a result of a delay 

in raising Dog registration renewals.  A percentage of the above amount 
would normally have been received last financial year.  

• Plumbing inspection is below budget by $14k, as a result of activity being less 
than expected year to date. 
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4. GRANTS OPERATING 
This category is above budget by $54k to the end of January, this is largely a result 
of unbudgeted grant income received to date. 
 
Refer to attachment (h) Grants Variance Analysis for a detailed explanation of the 
Commonwealth and State Government grant variances.   
 
5. CONTRIBUTIONS RECEIVED 
This category is above budget by $249k to the end of January, this is largely a result 
of the following variance: 
• Public open space contributions is $299k above budget, predominantly as a 

result of a sub division at Arthur Highway and Nugent Road, Sorell, Clark 
Street, Dunalley, Pendell Drive, Forcett, and Branders Road, Orielton. 

• Car Parking Cash in Lieu Contributions is under budget by $25k, as a result of 
Council receiving less contributions than anticipated year to date. 

• Subdiv Traffic Mgt Treatment Contributions is under budget by $25k, as a 
result of Council receiving less contributions than anticipated year to date. 

   
6. INTEREST 
This category is above budget by $91k to the end of January. The following 
significant variance is noted:  
• Interest received is above budget by $91k, as a result of significant 

improvements in interest investment rates.   
 
7. OTHER INCOME 
This category is above budget by $84k to the end of January.  The following 
significant variances are noted: 
• SERDA external labour hire recoveries is above budget by $25k, no income 

was budgeted due to wind up. The wind up did not complete until after 30 
June 2022.   

• Other facility hire is below budget by $35k, this income is in relation to the 
Pembroke Stadium.  Due to the delay in completion of the stadium no income 
has been received. 

• Other Sundry Income is above budget by $71k, predominantly as a result of 
a distribution from a previous investment under liquidation (Lehman 
Brothers). 

• Workers Compensation Reimbursement is above budget by $15k, this 
amount is unbudgeted. 
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8. INVESTMENT IN TASWATER 
This category is below budget by $19k to the end of January, this is predominantly 
a result of TasWater interim dividends being less than expected year to date.   
 
9. EMPLOYEE BENEFITS 
Total employee benefits are below budget by $316k to the end of January.  
The following significant variances are noted:  
 
• Annual Leave is below budget by $45k, this is due to January movement 

transactions being posted incorrectly on 1st February, 2023 ($64k).  
• LSL is below budget by $27k, this is due to January movement transactions 

being posted incorrectly on 1st February, 2023 ($33k).  
• Staff training is below budget by $12k, this is a result of planned training not 

occurring as scheduled. It is expected the planned training will occur at a later 
period. 

• Workers compensation insurance is below budget by $25k. An increase from 
2021/2022 was budgeted for, however for the 2022/2023 financial year MAV 
Insurance pricing model saw Council’s actual premium decrease. 

 
10. MATERIALS AND SERVICES 
Materials and services are $333k below budget to the end of January. 
 
The following significant variances are noted:  
• Consultants other is below budget by $33k, predominantly as a result of 

underspends to date in Assets/GIS $7k, Engineering $13k and Town Planning 
$21K.  These planned works will occur later in the year.  

• Contractors is below budget by $49k, predominantly as a result of 
underspends to date in Assets/GIS $14k, Roads Sealed $18k, Town Planning 
$14k.  This planned works will occur later in the year.  

• Mornington Park transfer station disposal costs is below budget by $15k, as a 
result of timing of invoices.  

• Electricity is below budget by $20k, as the budget was setup to recognise 
amounts monthly when it should have been setup to recognise amounts in 
arrears. Further an invoice remains outstanding as at the end of January, this 
will be amended in February.  

• Fuel is above budget by $35k, predominantly as a result of increased fuel 
pump prices since the budget was prepared. Additionally, higher use than 
expected has occurred in Heavy Fleet vehicles ($19k).  
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• Operating Capital is below budget by $13k, predominantly as a result of 
underspends to date in Community Facilities ($14k). Planned works will occur 
later in the year.  

• Plant & motor vehicle repairs & services is above budget by $24k as a result 
of a number of heavy fleet having services in January and with a budget 
allocated in March for the quarter.  

• Recycling centres is below budget by $23k, as a result of timing of invoices.  
Invoice budgeted in January will not be posted until February. 

• Kerbside Green Waste Collection is below budget by $19k. Invoice expected 
in January was not posted until February. 

• Signage & Guide Posts is below budget by $43k, predominantly as a result of 
underspends to date in both Roads Unsealed $24k, Roads Sealed $7k, and 
Community Facilities – Pembroke Park Stadium $7k.  This expenditure will 
occur later in the year.  

• Street Bin Collection Contract is below budget by $31k, as a result of timing 
of invoices.  Invoice budgeted in January will not be posted until February. 
Further, potentially savings may be available, unless the amount is required 
to be applied against actual expenditure over the remainder of the year. 

• Valuation expenses is above budget by $15k, predominantly as a result of an 
increase in supplementary valuations year to date.  

 
11. DEPRECIATION AND AMORTISATION 
This category is below budget by $224k to the end of January, the following 
significant variance was noted:  
• Amortisation expense is below budget by $61k, predominantly as a result of 

a change in treatment of the system upgrade expenses from capital to 
operational expenditure.  

 
12. FINANCE COSTS 
This category is above budget by $2k to the end of January, with no significant 
variances noted.   
 
13. OTHER EXPENSES 
This category is below budget by $40k to the end of January. The following 
significant variances are noted:   
• Election Expenses is above budget by $50k. The budget was based on a small 

increase to the previous amount charged on prior elections.  However, the 
cost increased dramatically which is a result of compulsory mail voting. 
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• Employee sub, licences and memberships is below budget by $22k, 
predominantly as a result of not incurring any Southern Tasmania Regional 
Waste Authority fees to date.  These fees are expected to be incurred later in 
the year. 

• Functions and programs expense is below budget by $29k, predominantly as 
a result of delayed expenditure. This expenditure is expected to be incurred 
later in the financial year. 

• Land tax is above budget by $24k, predominantly as a result of a significant 
increase in land tax across the board due to a movement in land values. 

• Public liability insurance is below budget by $34k.  An increase from 
2021/2022 was budgeted for 2022/2023, however for the 2022/2023 
financial year MAV Insurance pricing model saw Council’s actual premium 
decrease.  

 
14. GRANTS CAPITAL 
This category is below budget by $1.769m to the end of January.   
 
Roads to Recovery funding was budgeted to receive $194k year to date, however 
we have only received instalments in July and November totalling $69k, due to a 
delay in works commencing. 
 
Refer to attachment (h) Grants Variance Analysis for a detailed explanation of the 
Commonwealth and State Government grant variances.   
 
15. CONTRIBUTIONS – NON MONETARY ASSETS  
Unbudgeted developer contributions of $1.76m were recognised to the end of 
January.  This relates to Quarter 1 & 2 donated assets which have been capitalised 
in Assetic. Donated assets generally relate to subdivision assets, which become a 
Council asset once the development is complete. 
 
16. NET GAIN / (LOSS) ON DISPOSAL 
This category is below budget by $442k to the end of January.  This variance is a 
result of the following: 
• Unbudgeted loss on disposal of assets of $447k was recognised to the end 

of January. This relates to Quarter 1 & 2 infrastructure asset disposals which 
have been processed in Assetic as a result of the completion of replacement 
and renewal capital jobs.   

• Unbudgeted recognition of assets of $5k were recognised to the end of 
January.  This relates to Quarter 1 & 2 found assets which have been 
capitalised in Assetic. 



  

  
AGENDA 
ORDINARY COUNCIL MEETING 
21 FEBRUARY 2023 

 

86 

 
17. SHARE OF INTEREST IN JOINT VENTURES 
No joint venture revenue was received as at the end of January.     

 
CAPITAL EXPENDITURE  
Capital expenditure to the end of January 2023 is $4,027,989 (as per Capital Works 
report run on 6 February 2023). 
 
The following capital jobs do not have an approved budget but have expected 
expenditure in the 2022/2023 financial year. These were included in the Mid-Year 
Budget Review: 
 

Job Name and # Month reported 
to Council 

Current 
Expected 

Budget 
Variance 

C-23-S-010 – Midway Point - Grate Replacements July 2022 $10,000 
C-22-S-012 – 189 Lewisham Scenic Drive – Stormwater 
(New after MYBR June 2022) July 2022 $18,976 

C-22-T-037 – Midway Point, outside 252 Penna Road -
Footpath replacement (New after MYBR June 2022) 

July 2022 $28,952 

C-23-PRELIM-Brinktop – Preliminary reseal between the 
highway and Penna Road for 2023/24 

October 2022 $76,592 

C-23-T-051 – Sorell Hub footpath replacement November 2022 $11,000 
C-23-LI-016 – Sorell, gravel access by Hub November 2022 $7,700 
C-23-PRELIM-Erle St – Stormwater upgrade and flood 
mitigation. Previously only survey and design  

December 2022 $16,000 

C-23-PRELIM-WHITLAM – Lewisham, Whitlam court 
Stormwater upgrade and flood mitigation. Previously only 
survey and design 

January 2023 $15,000 

 
The following capital jobs have variances of greater than 10% or are expected to 
have variances of greater than 10% in the 2022/23 financial year. These were 
included in the Mid-Year Budget Review: 
 
• C-21-S-009 - Dodges Ferry, Kannah Street – Stormwater Upgrade to improve 

infrastructure and reduce flood risk. The Budget is $105,199 with Actuals of 
$2,418 and Commitments of $130,104. The expected overspend is due to an 
updated quote. 
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• C-21-S-009-A – Dodges Ferry, Blue Lagoon - Stormwater Upgrade to improve 
infrastructure and reduce flood risk. This job was split from the above job and 
has no Budget. Total Actuals expected in 2022/23 is $4,413. 

 

Job Name and # Month reported 
to Council 

Current 
Expected 

Budget 
Variance 

Roads Re-sheeting Program 2022/23 – Tender 
Agenda item 12.1 
September 2022 

$134,497 

C-22-BR-007 – Shark Point Road, Penna – Orielton 
bridge refurbishment September 2022 $42,731 

C-20-PemPark-Civil – Pembroke Park Stadium - access 
road, carpark, kerb, channel, footpaths 
Supplier cost since the 2019 estimate have increased 
considerably e.g. steel by 30%. 

September 2022 $160,806 

C-22-T-007 – Pawleena Road – Reconstruct road and 2 
coat seal. Budget increased 

November 2022 $14,166 

C-23-LI-011 – Dodges Court - bollard half circle December 2022 $15,502 
C-23-LI-014 – Rubbish bin surround replacement December 2022 $25,700 
C-23-T-045 – Elima Court, Dodges Ferry – Chip reseal December 2022 $9,473 
C-23-S-006 – Nugent, Nugent Rd – design of extension 
to twin stormwater culverts 

December 2022 $2,700 

C-23-T-034 – Dunalley, Bay Street – Reseal January 2023 $6,707 
C-23-T-041 – Dunalley, Tiger Head Road – Reseal January 2023 $11,921 
C-23-S-006 – Nugent, Nugent Road January 2023 $2,700 

 

CASH & INVESTMENTS  
The Council maintains deposits with four major banks (Commonwealth, ANZ, 
Bendigo Bank and MyState) and with the State owned Tasmanian Public Finance 
Corporation (TasCorp).  
 
Council’s cash position increased during January, predominantly due to the receipt 
of rate instalments. Sorell Council continues to hold $760k in grant income received 
in advance as reported in the Balance Sheet.   In comparison with the 2021/2022 
financial year, the current cash balance of $17.3m is $1.8m greater than the 
balance at the same time last year.   
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CASH RESERVES 
As at 31 January 2023, cash reserves being held by Council are as follows; 
 
Land Sales     $1,143,363 
Public Open Space Contributions  $   984,924 

      $2,128,287 
 
RATES OUTSTANDING 
Attached is a graph showing unpaid rates by month for both the current and 
previous four years. The graph declines each month as rates are progressively paid 
throughout the financial year.  The second graph has been included to reflect the 
percentage of rates debt outstanding at the end of each month, with four 
comparative financial years’ data as well. 
 
Collections have remained positive this financial year, with 74.7% of rates already 
paid by the end of January. At the same time last year, Council had received 75.0% 
of rates.   
 
ATTACHMENTS 

a) Statement of Income and Expenditure for the period ending 31 Jan. 2023 
(Pages 1) 

b) Statement of Financial Position as at 31 January 2023 (Pages 1) 
c) Statement of Cash Position as at 31 January 2023 (Pages 1) 
d) Detailed Statement of Income & Exp. for the period ending 31 Jan. 2023 

(Pages 5) 
e) Capital Works report for the period ending 31 January 2023 (Pages 10) 
f) Graph 1 – Total Cash Available (Pages 2) 
g) Graph 2 – Rates Outstanding (Pages 2) 
h) Grants Variance Analysis (Pages 2) 
 
 
SCOTT NICOL    SALLY FANG  CHRISTINE FRASER  
ACTING MANAGER FINANCE    ACCOUNTANT  FINANCE OFFICER 
 
Date: 10 February 2023  
Attachments (24 pages)  
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17.0 PLANNING 
Nil 
 

18.0 HEALTH AND COMPLIANCE 
 

18.1 WASTE MANAGEMENT STRATEGY 
 

RECOMMENDATION 
 
“That Council resolve to adopt the Sorell Council Waste Management Strategy 
contained in attachment 1 of this report.” 
 
Introduction 
Council currently does not have a waste management strategy, the proposed 
strategy will provide guidance on waste management services and measures to 
transition to a circular economy. 
 
Strategic plan 
Consistent with objective 2 - Responsible Stewardship and a Sustainable 
Organisation to deliver services the community requires. 
 
Annual plan 
The 2022/23 annual plan includes allocation for waste management services. 
 
Policy 
Council has a waste management service delivery plan but does not have an overall 
strategy.  
 
Environmental implications 
The Strategy includes measures such as food and organic collection to Residential, 
Low Density and Rural Living planning scheme zones that will reduce our overall 
greenhouse gas emission from waste disposal. An indicative map of the proposed 
organics collection area is contained in attachment 2. 
 
Replacing the existing green waste and hard waste services with wheelie bins for 
green waste/organics and providing limited free access to the waste transfer 
station for domestic quantities of bulk green waste and hard waste will reduce litter 
generated from waste ‘sitting out’ on the nature strip during windy weather. 
 
Hard waste and green waste kerbside is aesthetically unpleasing, particularly in 
business areas and main roads. 
 
Taking hard waste to a transfer station enables better sorting and higher rates of 
re-use and recycling will be achieved.  
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Initially, the removal of kerbside hard waste collection may result in additional 
rubbish dumping. 
 
Asset management implications 
The container refund scheme implementation will have implications for the existing 
Sorell and Dodges Ferry recycling centres. Both centres are problematic and are 
prone to vandalism, rubbish dumping and windblown litter. Sorell is ‘run down’ and 
is close to the Waterview Bird Sanctuary and should be closed, whereas Dodges 
Ferry may be utilized by the container refund scheme operator. 
 
Risk management implications 
Hard waste and green waste located on the nature strip and footpath may be a 
safety hazard and result in injuries to members of the public falling over waste, 
being exposed to hazardous substances and may be a fire risk.  
 
Manual green waste and hard waste collection services have worker health and 
safety risks associated with manual handling, exposure to hazardous substances, 
cuts and abrasions and working around traffic. Many Councils and most waste 
management business are now reluctant to provide these services. 
 
Community implications 
The strategy outlines Councils vision for waste management and how we plan to 
transition to a circular economy, reduce greenhouse gas emissions from waste 
disposal and provide cost effective services that our community wants. 
 
The existing green waste and hard waste services are popular, but Council also 
receives a number of complaints about litter, putting waste out too early, waste 
left on the footpath that obstructs pedestrians, windblown litter and rubbish 
dumping when hard waste is put out for collection. 
 
The Tasmanian Government introduced a $20/Tonne Levy on waste taken to 
landfill, this will increase to $40 in two years’ time and $60 in a following two years. 
This phase in period provides Councils time to adjust their waste services to focus 
more on re-use and recycling and less on disposal. 
 
Introducing kerbside organics collection for residential properties (88% of 
properties with a residence) will reduce the volume of waste in kerbside garbage 
collection and remove most of the putrescible waste. Savings made from changing 
to a fortnightly 240L garbage collection service will off-set the cost of introducing 
FOGO to residential, low density and rural living areas.  
 
Residents living in rural areas will not be offered Greenwaste / FOGO but will 
receive fortnightly kerbside garbage and recycling collection.  
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Statutory implications 
Local Government Act 1993 – Service rates 
 
Litter Act 2007 
 
Environmental Management & Pollution Control Act 1994 and associated Waste 
Management Regulations 2020. 
 
Report 
Currently Council does not have a Waste Management Strategy to provide 
guidance on service delivery and measures to transition to a circular economy. The 
Strategy contains three goals, namely: 
1. To promote the sustainable management of resources; 
2. To provide convenient and affordable waste services that meet the needs of 

the community; and 
3. To minimise negative impacts of waste on the natural and built environment. 
 
Each goal includes a series of actions that Council will take. These broadly include 
working in collaboration with other Councils and levels of government to educate, 
share services/infrastructure and transition to a circular economy. 
 
Currently, Council provides a range of waste management services such as: 
 
• Weekly garbage kerbside collection 
• Fortnightly kerbside recycling collection 
• Monthly kerbside green waste collection 
• Quarterly kerbside hard waste collection 
• Recycling centres  
• Recycling hub 
• Public bin collection service and park, reserves and streets in town areas 
• Subsidised access to the Mornington Park Waste Transfer Station 
 
The Strategy proposes the following services to focus on the circular economy and 
reducing our community’s greenhouse gas emissions. Services aim to divert 
organics from landfill, maximise recycling from hard waste and reduce worker and 
public safety risks. These services include: 
 
• Fortnightly garbage collection (increase the bin size to 240L). 
• Fortnightly recycling collection (ratepayers have the option to increase to 240 

or 360L bin). 
• Monthly green waste wheelie bins introduced for residential properties 

(Residential, Low density & Rural living) and transition to a fortnightly food 
and organics (FOGO) using the same wheelie bins. 

• Phase out existing kerbside hardwaste and green waste. 
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• Integrate recycling services with the container refund scheme and close or 
re-purpose existing Centres. 

• Continue subsidised access to the Mornington Park Waste Transfer Station 
(MPTS). 

• Annually provide up to four free visits to the MPTS for green waste and two 
for hard waste, load limits will apply as for existing subsidized access. 

• Recycling hub. 
• Public bin collection service and park, reserves and streets in town areas. 
 
Waste management service rates will be adjusted to reflect the new service. Rural 
areas that do not receive kerbside organics collection will not be charged for this 
service. Where possible, new services will be introduced at the start of the financial 
year. 

 
GREG ROBERTSON 
MANAGER HEALTH and COMPLIANCE 
Date: 9 January 2023 
Attachments (10) 
 
Attachment 1 – Sorell Council Waste Management Strategy 2023 
Attachment 2 – Indicative organics / greenwaste collection area 
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19.0 ROADS AND STORMWATER 
Nil 
 

20.0 FACILITIES AND RECREATION 
 

20.1 STADIUM FEES FOR INDIVIDUALS AND SMALL GROUPS 
 

RECOMMENDATION 
 
“That Council resolve to approve the addition of individual and small group fees for 
casual hire of the South East Stadium courts.”   
 
 
Introduction 
The South East Stadium opened its doors to the public in December 2022.  An initial 
fee structure was developed and approved by Council in February 2022 to provide 
pricing for clubs and organisations to hire the stadium courts and other spaces. The 
initial fees didn’t include options for individuals and small groups to hire the 
stadium courts on a casual basis, therefore after receiving community feedback and 
re-assessing the fee structure, it is recommended to add individual and small group 
fees to Council’s Fees & Charges 2022-2023.  
 
Strategic plan 
Objective 3 – To ensure a Liveable and Inclusive Community 
 
Annual plan 
3.8 – Activate the South East Stadium, with programs and activities targeting broad 
community demographic, including youth, seniors and young families.  
 
Policy 
Not applicable 
 
Environmental implications 
Not applicable 
 
Asset management implications 
Not applicable 
 
Risk management implications 
Not applicable 
 
Community implications 
The addition of the new fees will reflect in a positive community impact by 
increasing the general access to the stadium to the wider community, allowing 
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individuals and small groups to utilise the stadium facility in addition to sporting 
clubs and other organisations. 
 
Report 
The proposed new fees to be added to the existing structure are: 

- Individual fee: $10/hour 
This fee applies to a maximum of 2 people. 
 

- Small group fee: $16.25/hour 
This fee applies to groups between 2 and 5 people.  

 
Bookings for casual court use will only be available to individuals and small groups 
seeking to play on a casual basis when the courts are not booked by sporting clubs 
or other community groups. 
 
The casual fee is not applicable to organisations, clubs, associations, or businesses.  
 
Conclusion 
The addition of the new casual hire fees will see an improvement of the daytime 
utilisation of the stadium and increase the facility access to the wider community.    
 
 
ANTONI COSTA 
OPERATIONS MANAGER – PEMBROKE PARK & COMMUNITY FACILITIES 
Date 10 February 2023 
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21.0 QUESTIONS FROM THE PUBLIC 
 
In accordance with Regulation 31 of the Local Government (Meeting Procedures) 
Regulations 2015, Council will conduct a Public Question Time.   
 
At each meeting the Mayor will invite those members of the public present to ask 
questions.  When requested please: 

• Stand up; and 
• State clearly your name and address. 

 
This time is allocated for questions from the public. Questions are to be kept brief 
and specific to the topic to which they relate. 
 
Members of the public are reminded that questions and any answers to such 
questions are not to be debated. 
 
Questions may be submitted to Council in writing at least seven (7) days before an  
ordinary Council meeting.  



  

  
AGENDA 
ORDINARY COUNCIL MEETING 
21 FEBRUARY 2023 

 

130 

CLOSED MEETING 

Members are advised that items listed below in the CLOSED SESSION AGENDA are 
classified as CONFIDENTIAL ITEMS in accordance with the provisions of the Local 
Government Act 1993.  

A Councillor must not discuss any item listed in a CLOSED SESSION AGENDA with 
any person (except another elected member, the General Manager or the author 
of a report to the closed session of Council or a Council Committee) without a 
specific resolution of the Council or a Council Committee that considered the 
report. 

Section 338A (1) of the Local Government Act 1993 states that a Councillor must 
not disclose information: 
 
(a) seen or heard by the Councillor at a meeting or part of a meeting of a council or 
council committee that is closed to the public that is not authorised by the council 
or council committee to be disclosed; or 
(b) given to the Councillor by the mayor, deputy mayor, chairperson of a meeting of 
the council or council committee or the general manager on the condition that it be 
kept confidential. 
 
Section 338A (3) states that a member must not disclose information acquired as 
such a member on the condition that it be kept confidential. 
 
Additionally, Section 339 of the Local Government Act 1993 states that: 
 
(1) A councillor or a member must not make improper use of any information 

acquired as a councillor or member.  
(3) Improper use of information includes using the information – 

(a) to gain, directly or indirectly, an advantage or to avoid, directly or 
indirectly, a disadvantage for oneself, a member of one's family or a 
close associate; or 

(b) to cause any loss or damage to any council, controlling authority, single 
authority, joint authority or person. 
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22.0 CLOSED MEETING 
 
The General Manager advised that in his opinion the listing of agenda item/s: 
 

Reference Item 
22.1 Confirmation of the Closed Council Minutes of the Council 

Meeting of 17 January 2023– Regulation 34(3) 
22.2 Disclosure of confidential information – Regulation 15(8) 
22.3 Audit Panel Meeting Minutes 8 November 2022 – Regulation 

15(2)(c) 
 
As prescribed items in accordance with Regulations 15 and 34 of the Local 
Government (Meeting Procedures) Regulations 2015, and therefore Council may by 
absolute majority determine to close the meeting to the general public. 
 
RECOMMENDATION 
 
“That the meeting be closed to the public to enable Council to consider agenda 
items 22.1 - 22.2 which are confidential matters as prescribed in Regulations 34 and 
15 of the Local Government (Meeting Procedures) Regulations 2015.” 
 
 

22.1 CONFIRMATION OF THE CLOSED MINUTES OF THE COUNCIL MEETING 
OF 17 JANUARY 2023  
 

RECOMMENDATION 
 
“That the Closed Minutes of the Council Meeting held on 17th January 2023 be 
confirmed.” 
 
 

22.2 AUTHORISATION TO DISCLOSE CONFIDENTIAL INFORMATION 
 
RECOMMENDATION 
 
“That in accordance with Regulation 15(9) of the Local Government (Meeting 
Procedures) Regulations 2015, the Mayor and General Manager be authorised to 
disclose information from this ‘Closed Section’ of this meeting in the course of 
implementing the decisions of Council.”  
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22.3 AUDIT PANEL MEETING MINUTES 8 NOVEMBER 2022 
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23.0 ACRONYMNS 
 
AGM Annual General Meeting 
AFL Australian Football League 
AIR Australian Immunisation Register 
ASU Australian Services Union 
ATO Australian Taxation Office 
AWTS Aerated Wastewater Treatment Systems 
BEST Business and Employment Southeast Tasmania 
CAC Community Administration Centre 
CEO Chief Executive Officer 
CLRS Councillors 
CPR Cardiopulmonary Resuscitation 
CRM Customer Request Management 
CRDSJA Copping Refuse Disposal Site Joint Authority 
DASC Development Assessment Special Committee 
DEDTA Department Economic Development, Tourism & The Arts 
DOE Department of Education 
DPAC Department of Premier & Cabinet 
DPFEM Department of Police, Fire and Emergency Management 
DSG Department of State Growth 
DST Destination Southern Tasmania 
EBA Enterprise Bargaining Agreement 
EOI Expressions of Interest 
EOFY End of Financial Year 
EPA Environment Permit Authority 
EWaste Electronic Waste 
FMAC Fire Management Assessment Committee 
GM General Manager 
ICT Information Communication Technology 
LGAT Local Government Association of Tasmania 
LPS Local Provisions Schedule 
LTFP Long Term Financial Plan 
LTI Lost Time Injury 
MAST Marine & Safety Tasmania 
MERS Manager Engineering & Regulatory Services 
MEMC Municipal Emergency Management Committee 
NBN National Broadband Network 
NRE Department of Natural Resources and Environment Tasmania 
NRM Natural Resource Management 
PWS Parks and Wildlife Service 
RACT Royal Automobile Clube of Tasmania 
RDA Regional Development Australia 
RSL Returned Services League 
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RTI Right to Information 
SBIP School Based Immunisation Program 
SEI South East Irrigation 
SEBA South East Basketball Association 
SENA South East Netball Association 
SERDA South East Region Development Association 
SEUFC South East United Football Club 
SES State Emergency Service 
SFC Sorell Football Club 
SFL Southern Football League 
SMH Sorell Memorial Hall 
SMT Senior Management Team 
SPA Sorell Planning Authority 
STCA Southern Tasmanian Councils Association 
STRWA Southern Tasmanian Regional Waste Authority 
SWSA Southern Waste Strategy Association 
SWS Southern Waste Solutions 
TasCAT Tasmanian Civil and Administrative Tribunal 
TAO Tasmanian Audit Office 
TCF Tasmanian Community Fund 
TOR Terms of Reference 
UTAS University of Tasmania 
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