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Notice is hereby given that the next meeting of the Sorell Council will be held at the 
Community Administration Centre (CAC), 47 Cole Street, Sorell on Tuesday, 16 
August 2022, commencing at 6.00 pm. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
C E R T I F I C A T I O N  
 
I, Robert Higgins, General Manager of the Sorell Council, hereby certify that in 
accordance with Section 65 of the Local Government Act 1993, the reports in this 
Agenda have been prepared by persons who have the qualifications and experience 
necessary to give such information, recommendation or advice.  
 
Council or a Council Committee is not to decide on any matter which requires the 
advice of a qualified person without considering such advice unless – 

(a) the General Manager certifies, in writing – 
(i) that such advice was obtained; and 
(ii) that the General Manager took the advice into account in 
providing general advice to the Council or Council Committee; and 

(b) a copy of that advice or, if the advice was given orally, a written 
transcript or summary of that advice is provided to the Council or Council 
Committee with the General Manager's certificate. 

 
Notices of Motion and supporting documentation from Councillors are exempted 
from this certification. 
 
 
 
 
ROBERT HIGGINS 
GENERAL MANAGER 
11 AUGUST 2022 
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1.0 ATTENDANCE 
^ 
Mayor K Vincent 
Deputy Mayor N Reynolds 
Councillor K Degrassi 
Councillor V Gala  
Councillor G Jackson 
Councillor C Torenius 
Councillor M Reed 
Councillor B Nichols  
 

2.0 APOLOGIES 
 
3.0 DECLARATIONS OF PECUNIARY INTEREST 
 
4.0 CONFIRMATION OF THE MINUTES OF 19 JULY 2022 

^ 
RECOMMENDATION 
 
“That the Minutes of the Council Meeting held on the 19th of July 2022 be 
confirmed.” 
 

5.0 MAYOR’S REPORT 
^ 
RECOMMENDATION 
 
“That the Mayor’s communication report as listed be received.” 
 
This communication is provided as a courtesy, any items that require Council action 
and/or decision will be listed as separate agenda items. Any Councillor requiring 
information on any matter contained in the communication report please contact 
the Mayor at any time. 
 
• Attend Council, Workshop and DASC meetings as required. 
• Regular meetings with the General Manager.  
• Regular meeting and discussions with BEST staff. 
• Attended Men’s Breakfast. 
• Met with Dan McKenzie re: Basketball seasons and development.  
• Oliver Strickland and I met with potential developers re: Dunalley.  
• Two interviews with ABC drive time.  
• Conducted BEST Board interviews. 
• Councillors and I met with Minister Nic Street. 
• Attended Cultural Precinct meeting. 
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• Met with Jane Howlett and John Tucker re: numerous local issues including 
Highway signage and the Rivulet bridge.  

• Conducted Sorell Community Conversation with most Councillors. 
• Attended Old Mates Day.  
• Participated in ABC Morning show.  
• Attended STCA Governance Board meeting.   
• Met with Brad Wheeler re: Dept of Health.  
• Met with Minister Ellis re: BEST operations.  
• Attended BEST Stakeholder and board meeting.  
• Met with Prof. Richard Ecclestone re: Council Reform and shared services.  
• Met with Copping Authority Chair and CEO.  
• Conducted Joint Authority Board meeting.  
• Attended function for new Anglican Rector. 
• Met with Barb McGregor DPAC. 
• Attended STCA Mayors and board meeting.  
• Attended Audit panel meeting.  
 

6.0 SUPPLEMENTARY ITEMS 
^ 
RECOMMENDATION 
 
“That the Council resolve by absolute majority to deal with any supplementary 
items not appearing on the agenda, as reported by the General Manager in 
accordance with the Local Government (Meeting Procedures) Regulations 2015.” 
 
In accordance with the requirements of Part 2 Regulation 8 (6) of the Local 
Government (Meeting Procedures) Regulations 2015, the Council by absolute 
majority may approve the consideration of a matter not appearing on the agenda, 
where the General Manager has reported: 
 
a) The reason it was not possible to include the matter on the agenda; and 
b) That the matter is urgent; and 
c) That advice has been provided under section 65 of the Local Government 

Act 1993. 
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7.0 COUNCIL WORKSHOPS REPORT 
^ 
The following Council Workshop was held: 
 

Date Purpose Councillor Attendance Councillor 
Apologies 
 

2nd August 2022 
 
 
 

• Pembroke Park Function 
Centre project 

• LG election caretaker period 
• Advisory panel on 

sustainability and 
environmental matters 

• LG reform project 
• Sorell bypass signage 
• Community grants 
• 11 Dubs & Co Drive approved 

DA  
 

• Vincent, Reynolds, 
Reed, Jackson, 
Torenius, Nichols 

 

• Gala, 
DeGrassi 

 

 
8.0 DEPARTMENTAL REPORTS 

^ 
RECOMMENDATION 
 
“That the Departmental reports as listed be received.” 
 

8.1 GOVERNANCE – ROBERT HIGGINS, GENERAL MANAGER 
 

• Met with staff re: Pawleena Rd subdivision matters – 20th July. 
• Met with Councillors and LG Minister – 22nd July. 
• Operational Planning day with management and leadership group – 27th 

July. 
• Attended Community Cultural Precinct working group meeting – 27th July. 
• Attended Sorell Community Conversation – 28th July. 
• Met with staff re: Jobs Hub and Community Cultural Precinct projects- 5th 

August. 
• Meeting with DST CEO to discuss 22/23 MOU and partnership agreement – 

10th August. 
• Various meetings with Abetz Curtis, PWS staff and proponents on Dunalley 

Marina Terms Sheet matters. 
• Staff meetings, SMT meetings, workshops and DASC meetings. 
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8.2 ENGINEERING & REGULATORY SERVICES – RUSSELL FOX, MANAGER 
 
The expired permit project is slowly drawing to a close.  A report on the current 
status below details that we are currently waiting on 12 inspection reports from 
Council’s appointed external building surveyors and on 14 property owners to 
finalise their plumbing works.  All remaining outstanding permits other than those 
that have been granted an extension of time are in the process of being expired in 
our property system. 
 
Work has commenced on site to replace the existing culverts in Shark Point Road 
with a new bridge.  The stormwater rectification works in Crown land opposite 
Lateena Street in Dodges Ferry have also commenced. 
 
Meetings attended include: 
 
• Sorell community conversation 
• DSG and the engineering team to discuss the proposed all weather bus stop 

upgrade grant program 
• Council leadership operational planning day 
 
Shayla Nowakowski / Emma Smith 
 
During the month of July 2022, no requests were received to waive application fees. 
  
PLANNING – Shayla Nowakowski  
 
Analysis of planning applications received year to date including July 2022.  
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DELEGATED AUTHORITY – Jenny Richmond 
 
During the month of July 2022 a total of 46 Planning Approvals / Permits / 
Exemptions have been issued including: 
 

7 Applications approved as Permitted Development; issued under delegated 
authority 

1 Application presented as Permitted Development for Council consideration at 
DASC Meeting held on 19 July 2022. 

3 Application received which complied with Section 56 Minor Amendment, issued 
under delegated authority 

3 Applications received which complied with requirements for No Permit Required 
(exempt from requiring a Planning Permit) 

0 Applications with the requirements for General Exemptions/Not applicable 
29 Applications approved as Discretionary Developments; issued under delegated 

authority 
3 Applications presented as Discretionary Developments for Council consideration at 

DASC Meeting held on 19 July 2022. 
 
The following is a summary of approvals/permits issued for July 2022. 
 

Description Application Type Address Value 
Outbuilding Discretionary 28 McKinly Street, Midway 

Point 
$30,000.00 

Outbuilding with temporary 
dwelling use 

Discretionary 76 Arthur Highway, 
Dunalley 

$50,000.00 

Dwelling Discretionary 32 Sea Eagle Road, Primrose 
Sands 

$297,000.00 

Additions to Dwelling & New 
Outbuilding 

Discretionary 221 Lewisham Scenic Drive, 
Lewisham 

$30,000.00 

Outbuilding Discretionary 29 Valleyfield Road, Sorell $60,000.00 
Change of Use to Child Care 
Centre & Alterations 

Discretionary 136 Penna Road, Midway 
Point 

$1,100,000.00 

Dwelling and Outbuilding Discretionary 21 Clover Court, Carlton $400,000.00 
Change of Use - Outbuilding to 
Dwelling 

Discretionary 694 Bay Road, Marion Bay $0.00 

Residential - Outbuilding 
(Garage & Carport) 

Discretionary 31 Abruzzi Court, Orielton $52,500.00 

Residential - Dwelling Discretionary 172 Fulham Road, Dunalley $300,000.00 
Dwelling & Ancillary Dwelling Discretionary 23A Greens Road, Orielton 

(CT182814/3) 
$357,700.00 

Dwelling Discretionary 130 Josephs Road, Carlton $120,000.00 
Laundrette, Cafe & Restaurant Discretionary 11 Dubs & Co Drive, Sorell $1,200,000.00 
Dwelling Discretionary 96 Wiggins Road, Wattle Hill $350,000.00 
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Residential - Dwelling & 
Outbuilding 

Discretionary 23 Brue Court, Carlton River $600,000.00 

Dwelling Discretionary 20 Arthur Highway, Sorell - 
Lot 5 

$350,000.00 

Internal Alterations to Existing 
Building (Gordon Highlander 
Hotel) 

Discretionary 22-26 Cole Street, Sorell $0.00 

Outbuilding x 4 Discretionary 220 Greens Road, Orielton $8,000.00 
Additions to Dwelling & 
Outbuilding (as constructed) & 
New Decks 

Discretionary 563 Kellevie Road, Kellevie $20,000.00 

Outbuildings x 2 Discretionary 7 Edith Close, Forcett $50,000.00 
Additions to Dwelling Discretionary 8 Cherry Court, Forcett $40,000.00 
Dwelling & Shed Discretionary 33 Goodford Lane, Orielton $450,000.00 
Residential Outbuilding (Shed) Discretionary 10 Pendell Drive, Forcett $50,000.00 
Additions to Dwelling Discretionary 20 Kuneeamee Street, 

Dodges Ferry 
$100,000.00 

Additions & Alterations to 
Dwelling (As Constructed) 

Discretionary 39 Bay Street, Dunalley $70,000.00 

Dwelling Discretionary 8 Carlton Bluff Road, 
Primrose Sands 

$537,000.00 

Alterations & Additions to 
Dwelling & Shed 

Discretionary 16 Petrel Street, Primrose 
Sands 

$300,000.00 

Minor Amendment Discretionary 65 Ridge Road, Dodges 
Ferry 

$0.00 

1 Lot Subdivision & Balance Discretionary 8 Wards Avenue, Lewisham $0.00 
Visitor Accommodation Discretionary(DASC 

19/07) 
17 Ocean Grove, Carlton $0.00 

1 Lot Subdivision & Balance Discretionary(DASC 
19/07) 

12 Clark Street, Dunalley $0.00 

1 Lot Subdivision Discretionary(DASC 
19/07) 

7 Gordon Street, Sorell $10,000.00 

Minor Amendments Section 56 - 
Internal Layout & Fitout 
Specifications 

Minor Amendment (Part Of) 13 Dubs & Co 
Drive, Sorell & 15 Dubs & Co 
Drive, Sorell 

$0.00 

Minor Amendment Section 56 - 
Increase size of Outbuilding 

Minor Amendments 24 Gellibrand Street, 
Dunalley 

$0.00 

Section 56 Minor Amendment-
changes to Ancillary Blg-Roof 
Pitch, New Fire Tank & Deck 

Minor Amendments 488 Carlton River Road, 
Carlton River 

$0.00 

Forestry - Harvesting of 
Hardwood Plantation 

No Permit Required 1056 Nugent Road, Wattle 
Hill 

$50,000.00 

Residential - Sunroom Addition 
& Deck 

No Permit Required 23 Abate Place, Midway 
Point 

$19,825.00 

Residential - Additions to 
Dwelling 

No Permit Required 5 Vancouver Street, Midway 
Point 

$22,000.00 
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Residential - Demolition of 
Existing Dwelling 

Permitted 10 Ash Street, Primrose 
Sands 

$20,000.00 

Change of use - Visitor 
Accommodation 

Permitted 14 Clover Court, Carlton $50,000.00 

Petition to Amend Sealed Plan Permitted Lot 30 Wolstenholme Drive, 
Sorell 

$0.00 

Adhesion Order (CT171344/1, 
CT176820/1, CT177300/1) 

Permitted (Part Of) 73 East Orielton 
Road, & 2964 Tasman 
Highway, Orielton 

$0.00 

Strata Title - Stage 2 - U19, U20, 
U21 & U22 

Permitted 59-61 Tasman Highway, 
Sorell 

$0.00 

Minor Boundary Adjustment 
Under 9.3 

Permitted (Part Of) 2 & 4 East Street, 
Dodges Ferry 

$0.00 

Signage Permitted(DASC 
19/07) 

11 Fitzroy Street, Sorell $500.00 

Strata Amendment - Stage 2 
(Unit 1) 

Strata Title 14 The Circle, Sorell $0.00 

   $7,094,525.00 

 
Analysis of planning permits issued year to date including July 2022 – Shayla 
Nowakowski 
 
Planning Applications approved year to date including July 2022. 
 

 
 
DEVELOPMENT ASSESSMENT SPECIAL COMMITTEE – Shane Wells, Senior Planner 
 
Council’s Development Assessment Special Committee (DASC) met on 19 July 2022. 
 
Four matters were presented to DASC being; 
 
• 5.2022.111.1 – Visitor Accommodation @ 17 Ocean Grove, Carlton 
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• 5.2022.169.1 – Signage @ 11 Fitzroy Street, Sorell 
• 7.2021.20.1 – 1 Lot Subdivision @ 12 Clarke Street, Dunalley and 
• 7.2022.8.1 – 1 Lot Subdivision @ 7 Gordon Street, Sorell 
 
APPEALS – Shane Wells, Senior Planner 
 
An appeal against the granting of a planning permit for a laundrette, café and 
restaurant at 11 Dubs and Co Drive, Sorell has been lodged.   A preliminary 
conference is scheduled for 5 August 2022.  The appeal principally relates to issues 
of noise and operating hours. 
 
The appeal against the granting of a minor amendment at 394 Arthur Highway (Iron 
Creek Farm Stay) will proceed to a final hearing, which may take place in late 
September. 
 
The appeal against the granting of a minor amendment 8 Simmons Lane, Primrose 
Sands is now withdrawn.  Costs incurred by Council relate to staff time. 
 
STRATEGIC PLANNING – Caroline Lindus 
 
A rezoning on the Tasman Highway at Midway Point has been submitted to Council 
with further information requested of the applicant. The information was not 
provided. The applicant has requested that Council move the amendment of their 
own motion. This requires Council to undertake the necessary strategic work, and 
is unable to rely upon the documentation previously submitted as Council would 
be requiring a different zoning. Further discussion is being held with the applicant 
in relation to this. At this stage the approach from Council is to address the change 
in zoning through the LPS process, by way of a representation. This representation 
has been endorsed through a Council workshop on 10 August 2021. 
 
A decision on the Local Provisions Schedule has not yet been received.  At this point, 
the decision is expected mid-August 2022.  The decision will consist of a series of 
changes that are to be made to the maps and/or text.  Within seven days of the 
decision, the Tasmanian Planning Scheme – Sorell will take effect for all new 
applications, notwithstanding the fact that the necessary changes will not yet been 
made and the new scheme not available on LISTmap or Iplan.  All valid applications 
lodged under the interim scheme will be assessed against the interim scheme.  The 
decision may also include directions to initiate amendments to the Tasmanian 
Planning Scheme – Sorell to address any substantial changes that the TPC consider 
should be made but cannot without re-exhibition and further consultation. 
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NATURAL RESOURCE MANAGEMENT – Dibas Panta 
 
Following key activities were conducted: 
• Draft reserve management plans have been prepared for Council managed 

reserves like Casuarina Reserve, Samuel Thorne Reserve, Parnella Reserve 
and Blue Lagoon.  

• Coordination with Regional Cat Management centre to present a Cat 
Management Strategy to be endorsed by the Council. 

• Coordination with City Power Partnership, six pledges have been prepared 
and drafted for Council’s endorsement. 

• Following up on March Training on Weed Inspector, formal inspector 
appointment letter has been received by Biosecurity Tasmania to act as a 
Weed Inspector. 

• Awareness info-sheet was prepared for the recent release of State of 
Environment Report 2021.  

• Information sheet prepared on Natural Resources in Sorell LGA. 
• Information on Weeds is prepared and updated on website. 
• Participated in working bee activity conducted by Marion Bay Coastcare 

group. 
• Organised expert information session by Dr. Eric Woehler to Southern 

Beaches Landcare Coastcare group on Nest boxes and management of 
Dodges Ferry Recreational Reserve. 

• Coordination with STCA on preparing Carbon Footprint for Sorell Council. 
 
BUILDING – Emma Smith  
 
Analysis of applications approved year to date including July 2022.  These include 
(Permit/Notifiable/Low Risk/Substantial Compliance). 
 

 
 

0

5

10

15

20

25

Building Applications Processed Year to Date

Permits Notifiable Low Risk Substantial Compliance



P a g e  | 10 

  
AGENDA 
ORDINARY COUNCIL MEETING 
16 AUGUST 2022 

 

Details of applications that were approved in July 2022 (details below).  These 
include: 
• 4 Permits 
• 17 Notifiable 
• 2 Low Risk 
• 1 Substantial Compliance 
 

Property Address Propose Use Of Building Value Of Work 
38 Gatehouse Drive, Sorell Carport  $          5,600.00  
2 Robinia Street, Primrose Sands Awning Addition  $       16,603.00  
563 Shark Point Road, Penna Outbuilding (Shed) & Retaining Walls  $       21,000.00  
1046 Arthur Highway, Forcett Shed  $       45,000.00  
9 Clover Court, Carlton Outbuilding  $       32,000.00  
5 Amelia Court, Sorell Outbuilding (Shed)  $       30,000.00  
5 Paneminner Street, Dodges Ferry Dwelling  $       90,000.00  
39 Quarry Road, Forcett Ancillary Dwelling  $     107,424.00  
10 Ridge Road, Dodges Ferry Dwelling  $       25,000.00  
5 Fairmont Lane, Sorell Multiple Dwellings x2 & Retaining Walls  $     440,000.00  
29 Valleyfield Road, Sorell Outbuilding (Shed)  $       23,000.00  
3 Karachi Street, Midway Point Solar Panels  $          4,000.00  
106 Bream Creek Road, Bream 
Creek 

Farm Shed  $     180,000.00  

22 Midden Road, Primrose Sands Dwelling & Outbuilding  $       70,000.00  
3 Shasta Drive, Primrose Sands Outbuilding (Shed)  $       24,000.00  
8 Edith Close, Forcett Solar Panels  $          2,500.00  
5 Vancouver Street, Midway Point Dwelling  $       22,000.00  
83 Carlton Beach Road, Dodges 
Ferry 

Demolition of Dwelling  $       30,000.00  

10 Ash Street, Primrose Sands Dwelling  $       20,000.00  
11 Fairmont Lane, Sorell Amendment - Dwelling ONLY  $                       -    
770 Brinktop Road, Orielton Shed  $       22,000.00  
107 Tamarix Road, Primrose Sands Dwelling  $     350,000.00  
159 Marion Bay Road, Copping Dwelling  $     300,000.00  
31 Goodford Lane, Orielton Ancillary Dwelling & As Constructed 

Outbuilding (Garage) 
 $     180,000.00  

 
BUILDING COMPLIANCE / EXPIRED PERMIT PROJECT – Rhiannon Baines   
  
During the month of July 2022 there have been 2 Building Notices issued and 2 
Building Order’s issued in relation to non-compliant work on-site.  
  
6 complaints were received that require follow up in relation to potential illegal 
building works/structures on site. These have been added to the enforcement 
register for follow up and site inspections. 3 complaints have been resolved.  
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Council staff have re-commenced on-site inspections to view potential illegal works 
on site and identify structures to determine outcomes.  
 
As the ‘Expired Permit Project’ comes to an end with finalisation of Building Permits 
requiring a Certificate of Completion (Building Work), the focus has been to process 
the remaining 12 that are in the process of being completed.  

 
2 Certificates of Completion (Building Work) were issued during this month, along 
with 2 Building Inspection Directions resolved.  1 Certificate of Completion 
(Plumbing Work) was issued relating to the Expired Permit Project.  
 
Commenced updating Council’s Property Wise Database for all the Building Permits 
that are now considered ‘Expired’ (following no effort to resolve). This process has 
been quite extensive as each Building Permit is viewed in the system and manually 
changed to ‘Expired’. All Permits are reflective of a File Note in Council’s Tardis 
Database referencing the status and outcome of why the Building Permit has been 
expired.  
 
Update on this process shown below: Remaining years yet to be completed.  
 

YEAR: TOTAL EXPIRED: 
1994 14 
1995  
1996  
1997 39 
1998 40 
1999 49 
2000 47 
2001 42 
2002 45 
2003 62 
2004  
2005  
2006  

 

“Update of Expired Permit Project” Status 
Waiting on Holdfast signed documentation: 12 
Awaiting Plumbing (these have received OP and CFI’s) 14 
Completed  164 
Council Expired and Resigned as Building Surveyor (These had 
Building Inspection Directions issued that were non-compliant)  

32 

Extension of Time Granted with new Private Building Surveyor 
Appointed  

4 
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PLUMBING – Rhiannon Baines   
Analysis of applications approved year to date including July 2022.  These include 
(Permit/Notifiable/Low Risk). 
 

 
 
Details of applications that were processed in July 2022 (details below).  These 
include: 

 
• 11 Permits 
• 9 Notifiable 
• 9 Low Risk 
 
In July, 56 plumbing inspections were conducted for new and existing plumbing 
works. These works are current Plumbing Permits and Certificates of Likely 
Compliance. 
 
Several stormwater complaints were investigated, however, no Notices or Orders 
were issued for July 2022.  
 
Following the departure of Simon Butler, Council had the continued assistance of 
Steve Hurle and Bill Butler during the beginning of July 2022 to assist with CLC 
assessments, incoming calls and general day to day workload, along with on-site 
inspections.  
 
Towards the end of July and beginning of August Council have the assistance of 
Michael Wiggins conducting on-site inspections and incoming day to day 
operations, along with John Parkinson completing assessments for Certificates of 
Likely Compliance.   
 
Jacob Ford has been appointed the role of Plumbing Surveyor and will commence 
in the position full-time on 15th August 2022.  
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DEVELOPMENT ASSESSMENT – Shayla Nowakowski  
 
The following table provides details of the overall Planning, Plumbing and Building 
Applications processed for the years 2016, 2017, 2018, 2019, 2020 & 2021 together 
with current yearly figures up to and including July 2022. 
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DEVELOPMENT ENGINEERING – Denis Wall 
 
Development Engineering has examined 77 applications (Developments & 
Subdivisions) for the July period, which required engineering input as follows: 
 

 
 
Development Engineering Compliance – Denis Wall 
 
Development Engineering is continuing to actively undertake inspections and 
monitoring of approved developments under construction.  Current developments 
under construction are as follows: 
• 20 Arthur Highway – 55 Lots on corner of Pawleena Road – commenced 

June 2021 
• Sorell – 37 Pawleena Road – Stage 2 and 3 completed – work for stage 4, 5, 

6, and 7 commenced 
• Midway Point – 252 Penna Road – Stage 1 (25 Lots) nearing completion – 

Stages 2, 3, and 5 approvals granted – construction commenced – Stages 4 
and 6 undergoing assessments 

• Sorell – 56-62 Forcett Street – 65 Lots by JAC Group – approval given, works 
commencing shortly 

 
Audit inspections for new road, kerb & gutter, footpaths, driveways and 
stormwater infrastructure are ongoing for the above developments. 
  
Approved developments likely to commence soon: 
• Primrose Sands – 6a and 8 Correa Street 6 Lots including road extension – 

engineering drawings undergoing assessments 
• Lot 1000 Old Forcett Road – undergoing stormwater assessment 
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CAPITAL WORKS TRANSPORT AND STORMWATER – Adam Butler 
  
There are a number of Capital Works projects that are about to commence, have 
commenced or achieved practical completion across our Municipality. Due to 
unfavourable weather conditions, the following commenced transport projects 
remain on hold: 
• Lime stabilisation, widening and reshaping of Bream Creek Road from Dairy 

access to Burnt Hill Road – commenced March 2022; and 
• Reconstruct the gravel sections of Kellevie Road joining to Bream Creek 

Road (approx. 866m) – commenced March 2022.  
 
Note: Both projects are expected to resume once more favourable, constant 
ambient temperatures have increased.  
 
Capital Works commenced: 
• Orielton Rivulet Bridge Shark Point Rd – Works commenced onsite 1 August 

2022. Weather permitting works are expected to be completed late August.   
• Lateena Street, Dodges Ferry Stormwater Outlet Remediation Works – 

Works commenced on Monday 1 August 2022 - Weather permitting works 
are expected to be completed late August. 

 
Capital Works complete since last report: 
• Nil.  
 
Design Work brief summary: 
• Commenced scoping and concept designs for a number of 2022/2023 

capital projects – roads, footpaths, storm water, etc. 
• Devenish Drive open channel and culvert design under revision for co-

ordination of new box culvert with existing services (TasNetworks, NBN and 
TasWater). 

• Additional detailed design survey has been requested for completing the 
reconstruction design of Nugent Road at Wattle Hill.  

• Procurement process commenced for seeking consultancy services for 
engineering design surveys for Capital funded projects for 2022/23. 

• Preliminary/ concept designs imminently expected from Pitt & Sherry for 
potential future capital works projects. 

 
ENVIRONMENTAL HEALTH - Greg Robertson/Rachel Tenni (July 2022) 

Building Act 2016 

Onsite wastewater management assessments completed for Plumbing Permit 
applications.   
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The operator of a commercial property in the Southern Beaches which discharges 
wastewater into Pittwater has not yet been resolved. During July the new plumber 
was contacted however a start date is yet to be provided. 

Quarterly service reports for AWTS installations have been received; 315 assessed 
and follow up occurred for those AWTS reports deemed non-compliant with the 
Building Act 2016 with letters to owners. 

Several complaints were received about failing septic tank systems were 
investigated in Primrose Sands and Carlton.  

By Laws 

Commenced a review of the Environmental Health By-law 2013, the draft by-law is 
current being reviewed by Councils solicitor.  

Land Use Planning & Approval Act 1993 

Development and subdivision application assessments completed including, visitor 
accommodation, multiple dwellings, commercial developments in Sorell, new 
dwellings and outbuildings.   

Attended a meeting with Councils solicitor regarding the Planning Appeal for 11 
Dubs & Co Drive Sorell DA. 

Food Act 2003 

Food business safety assessments were conducted during June.  Food renewals 
were assessed and sent to each food business upon receipt of payment and a 
renewal application.  Follow up for those unpaid food businesses is continuing.  

Two new food business assessments continue to be deferred due to non-
compliance with the national construction code.  Awaiting further information.  

Public Health Act 1997 

Dodges Ferry and Dunalley Primary Schools Private water supplier and 
maintenance with DOE and TCM.  Samples received and compliant with Drinking 
water Guidelines.   

Cooling Tower Legionella results for July complied with the Guidelines for the 
Control of Legionella in Regulated Systems 2012. 

Recreational Water Quality Analysis and reporting will be done in the coming 
months. New signage has been installed at all water quality monitoring sites 
throughout the Sorell area.  The signage displays the long-term water quality for 
that site and if there is a failed test result in the summer months, the sign can be 
flipped down to close the beach and warn swimmers.  
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Immunisations 

Staff occupational vaccinations investigations initiated with Sorell Family Practice.  
staff will need to provide their own blood serology to ensure they are not already 
immune to the Hep A or B vaccines.  Continued preparation of SBIP with school 
consent forms continuing to be entered into AIR.  Next round of school 
immunisations to occur in September   

Environmental Management & Pollution Control Act 1994 (EMPCA) 

Noise complaints including gas guns (bird scarers), building works out of hours, 
construction and roosters were received and investigated.   

Back yard burning and waste dumping complaints were also received.   

Waste Management  

Tender documents for the Council public bin collection advertised have been 
assessed and a report has been prepared for the August 2022 Council meeting. 

The Manager of Regulatory Services is representing Council on the advisory group 
overseeing the establishment of the new Southern Tasmanian Regional Waste 
Authority. Councils will need to nominate a representative and substitute/observer 
to attend forum meetings. The forum will then arrange for the Board to be 
appointed to enable the CEO to be appointed. It is likely that the new Authority will 
be operational March April next year. Council will be provided with monthly 
progress updates.  

A draft Waste Management Strategy is being prepared for Council consideration 
later in the year. The strategy will provide guidance on the waste management 
services Council will be providing and enable tender documents to be prepared. 

Street Stall / Public place permits 

Assessing an application for renewal of a public places permit at Tiger Head near 
the boat ramp.  

COMPLIANCE – Darren Carter 

 
Infringements issued for Nuisance Dogs (including Dog at large and 
unregistered dogs) 

8 

Infringement issued for Taking a Dog into a restricted area 0  
Reported Dog attacks on livestock or other Dogs 4  
Reported Dog attacks on people 3 
Dogs impounded 8 
Nuisance created by animals including dogs (Noise/Odour) 7 
Fire Hazard Abatement notices issued 0 
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Litter Infringement notice issued 0  
New Dog Registrations as a result of door knocks 17 
Dog Abatement Notice/infringement Notice (currently being appealed to 
the Magistrates court) 

0 

Infringement issued By-Laws 1 
 
Council received complaints in relation to stairs that were illegally constructed on 
Council land at the end of Fourth Avenue Dodges Ferry. 
 
Councils' Senior Compliance Officer instructed contractors to remove the stairs and 
store the material at the Council Depot. 
 
The person responsible for the construction of the stairs was then notified that he 
could recover the materials once payment was made to Council for the removal of 
the stairs. 
 
The removal of the stairs and the actions that followed were carried out under 
Councils Public Places By-Law. 
 
DEPOT WORKS –Ken Grierson, Kathryn Knibbe, Mandy McLeod, Rebecca Bunyan 
 
All Supervisors and Programmers have implemented project plans on all 
maintenance work that falls outside business-as-usual practices.  
 
Increase of CRMs relating to Stormwater and Potholing during May caused by 
weather events. These have work orders assigned to them and will be completed 
using the monthly programming schedule.  
 

Customer Requests by 
Category 

Sealed/Unsealed 
Roads  

Nov-
21 

Dec-
21 

Jan 
22 

Feb 
22 

Mar 
22 

April 
22 

May 
22 

June
22 

July 
22 

Roads\Abandoned Vehicles         1  
Roads\Bollards    1   1    
Roads\Footpath 
Maintenance 

3  1  2    4 

Roads\General Road 
Enquiry 

2 2 3 3 4 5 1 3  

Roads\Guideposts 1 2      2  
Roads\Guardrails           
Roads\Line marking     1     1 
Roads\Other Road Signage   2 4 3 3 3 2 2 2 
Roads\Pedestrian Crossing    1  1     
Roads\Road Defects incl. 
Potholes 

20 12 1 17 8 5 10 9 8 

Roads\Road Grading 2   2 1 1    
Roads\Street Name Signage 1 1 1 1      
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Roads\Street Lighting 1     1 4 1  

Roads \ Traffic Calming 
Devices 

      1   

Total  30 19 12 27 19 16 18 18 15 

 
Customer Requests 

by Category 
Land Improvement 

Nov-
21 

Dec-
21 

Jan 
22 

Feb 
22 

Mar 
22 

April 
22 

May 
22 

June 
22 

July  
22 

Parks and Reserves / Bees 
and Wasps     2 1 1   
Parks and 
Reserves\Council Land & 
Reserves Maintenance 12 4 6 4 1 2  3 3 
Parks and 
Reserves\General Litter & 
Bins 1        1 
Parks and 
Reserves\Mowing Public 
Places 6 3 7 3   1   
Parks and 
Reserves\Playground & 
Park Maintenance 

 
1 

2 5 2 3 2 1 1 2 

Parks and Reserves\Tree 
Request, Removal and 
Roadside Maintenance 
(Rural) 

3 1 4 4 2 2 1 5  

Parks and Reserves\Tree 
Request, Removal and 
Roadside Maintenance 
(Urban Pink Map) 

 
 

12 

9 11 13 6 4 7 7 7 

Parks and 
Reserves\Walkway and 
Beach Access 

 
4 

6 5 1 1  1 1  

Parks and Reserves\Weed 
Managing & Spraying 

 
1 

2 1 5 1    1 

Total  40 27 39 32 16 11 12 17 14 
 

Customer Requests by 
Category 

Stormwater 
Nov-
21 

Dec-
21 

Jan 
22 

Feb 
22 

Mar 
22 

April 
22 

May 
22 

Jun 
22 

July 
22 

Stormwater\Flooding Road 
(Rural) 10 2 2 4 3 2  0 1 
Stormwater\Flooding Road 
(Urban) 17 9 2  3  5 0 2 
Total  27 11 4 4 6 2 5 0 3 

 
Customer Requests by 

Category 
Facilities 

Nov-
21 

Dec-
21 

Jan 
22 

Feb 
22 

Mar 
22 

April 
22 

May 
22 

Jun 
22 

July 
22 

Facilities\Facility 
Maintenance Request 4 1 6 5 1 4 3 2 1 
Total  4 1 6 5 1 4 3 2 1 
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Road Maintenance and Repairs 
 

Priority 1 Urgent - 1 Day 
Priority 2 Important- 6 Weeks 
Priority 3  Required - 16 Weeks 
Priority 4 Maintenance - 26 Weeks 
Priority 5 Monitor - 52 Weeks White 

Hill Road (Road) 
 

 
Unsealed Road Crew 
• 36 Work Orders Completed for July. 0 at Priority 1, 8 at Priority 2, 19 at Priority 

3, 7 at Priority 4, and 2 at Priority 5. 
• Maintenance Grading/Potholing on Nugent Road, Bay Road, White Hill Road, 

Heatherbell Road, Gillingbrook Road, Hillcrest Road, and Duncombe Lane. 
• Drains and culverts on Shrub End Road, Hillcrest Road, Nugent Road, Delmore 

Road, Pawleena Road, and Shark Point Road.  
• Vegetation on Bay Road and White Hill Road.  
 

 
Sealed Road Crew 
• 23 Work Orders Completed for July. 0 at Priority 1, 1 at Priority 2, 6 at Priority 

3, 13 at Priority 4, and 3 at Priority 5. 
• Potholing on Brinktop Road, Shark Point Road, Pawleena Road, and Delmore 

Road.  
• Drains on Pawleena Road, Greens Road, and Kellevie Road. 
• Edge break repairs on Delmore Road.  
• Vegetation on Marion Bay Road and Carlton River Road.  
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Roadside Furniture 
• 45 Work Orders Completed for July. 0 at Priority 1, 2 at Priority 2, 31 at Priority 

3, 10 at Priority 4, and 2 at Priority 5. 
• Signs/Guideposts on Carlton River Road, Reynolds Road, Bay Road, Cross 

Street, Boomer Jetty Road, Moorpark Court, Renmore Court, Terry Street, 
Bally Park Road, Riaweena Road, Ulvergerne Street, Paneminner Street, 
Carlton Beach Road, Walker Street, Abruzzi Court, Marion Bay Road, Grevillea 
Street, Tecoma Road, Primrose Sands Road, Correa Street, Connellys Marsh 
Road, Old Forcett Road, Robinia Street, Lewisham Road, Linden Road, Knights 
Road, Bezzants Road, North Street, Eularminner Street, Annie Street, 
Marshton Lane, and Dodges Hill Road.  

• Bollards at Carlton Beach Road.  
• Linemarking on Wattle Road, Wilson Street, Gypsy Bay Ramp Access, Cross 

Street, Pendell Drive, Arnott Street. 
• Install new dog bins on Gary Street. 
 
Stormwater Crew: 
• Clean drains/spray rockline drains and whipper snip of vegetation – Booth St, 

Myrica St, Tecoma Rd, Kruvale Crt, Cootamundra Crt, Hardner Crt, Elise Dr, 
Riviera Dr, Shark Pt, Brooklyn Drive.  

• Spray boneseed Freedom Close Carlton.  
• Minor Capital job – First Avenue Dodges Ferry – pit and pipe. 
• Critical defects – kerb adaptor/pit repairs. 
• Sandbag foreshore – 231-233 Lewisham Scenic Drive.  
• CRM’s.  
 

 
 
Land Improvements: 

• Tree work – Lagoon Road, Carlton Beach Rd, Casuarina Close DF, Elise Dr and 
Oak St. 

• Ongoing maintenance for Parks, Reserves and Walkways. 
• Planting out garden beds – Dunalley Canal.  
• Planting of trees – various locations, Boat Park, DF Rec Reserve. 
• Sandbag foreshore 231-233 Lewisham Scenic Drive.  
• Line of sights – zone 1 and 2. 
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• CRM’s. 
• Updating No Spray Register. 
 

 
 
FACILITY MAINTENANCE CO-ORDINATOR – Josh Pullen 
 
All Buildings - general maintenance requirements as per form 46 
 
Repairs and maintenance Summary of Buildings – by Work Order Type 
 
• RV Park - new septic pump  
• CAC - toilet roll holder male toilets  
• CAC - remove cabinets from wall 
• CAC - fix ceiling tiles 
• Dodges Recycling Shed - fix lock on roller door   
• Dodges Ferry Rec - replace weather seal on side doors  
• Kellevie Shed - fix roller door  
• Depot Store - replace tap  
• Pembroke Park - reset fuses  
• Copping Cemetery - ashes placement  
• Depot Wash Bay - new tap  
• Kellevie Shed - fix roller door  
• Dodges Ferry Rec - blocked toilets  

 
Repairs and maintenance to public toilet facilities: 
 
• Fly Way Park - graffiti removal  
• Pioneer Park - graffiti removal 
• Park and Ride - graffiti removal 
• Boat Park - new lid waste water tank 
• Dunalley Canal - load of water  
• Fly Way Park - graffiti removal  
• Primrose Sands - fix tap in sink  
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• Dodges Ferry FC - graffiti removal  
• Pioneer Park - graffiti removal  
• Boat Park - graffiti removal  
• Park and Ride - blocked toilet  
• Dodges Ferry FC - graffiti removal  
• Boat Park - graffiti removal  
• Dodges Ferry FC - new sop dispenser x2 
• Fly Way Park - refit toilet cistern  
• Dunalley Canal - graffiti removal  
• Dodges Ferry FC - new toilet roll holder  
• Boomer Bay - septic tank pump out  
• Boomer Bay - load of water  
• Park Beach - remove lock on metre box  
• Primrose Sands - new soap dispensers x2  
• Boat Park - blocked toilet  
• Park and Ride - blocked toilet  
• Dunalley Canal - septic pump out  
• Pioneer Park - blocked toilets  
• Carlton Beach - blocked toilets  
 
ASSETS / GIS / ICT – Julie Mann 
 
• Finalising stormwater revaluation with Tas Audit Office and Assetic 
• Arranging server quotes for capital job this year 
• Operational planning for all three areas completed 
• Commenced writing a CCTV policy to put to Council by end of Q1 
 
PROJECT ENGINEER – Anthony Walters 
 
Road & Traffic 
 
Footpaths:  
• Park Beach Rd to Park Beach Car Park – Construction is continuing. 
• Lewisham Scenic Drive – Design and consultation is continuing.  
• Red Ochre Beach Access – Application for consent to build on Crown Land has 

commenced. Meeting with Parks and Wildlife preferred contractor to discuss 
options – this is based on the nature of the terrain and the request for erosion 
control from the local community. 

• Sorell Streetscape – The options we are developing are being costed and will 
collate a proposed program - ongoing. 

 
Safer Rural Roads Program:  
• Brinktop Rd Road Widening - Works are complete.   
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Pembroke Park – BMX Bike Track 
• The concept plans are complete. A Bill of Quantities is being developed. The 

preparation of tender documents will commence shortly - ongoing. 
 
Buildings  
  
Stadium Car Park: 
• All kerb to the traffic islands concrete infill is completed.  The 40mm asphalt 

seal to the car park and access road is complete. The linemarking is complete. 
 

Outdoor Netball Courts: 
• ONGOING - The courts will now be surfaced in Spring – October being the 

nominated month by the court surfacing contractor. 
 
Stadium:  
• The remedial work to structural issues by the plasterer is complete.  
• The remedial works to the cross-arm bracing has commenced - the contractor 

has decided to remove the blockwork adjacent to the studwork that needs 
additional support. 

• Issues with kitchen appliances not meeting the required measurements: 
o Height of the bench is too low for bar fridge in kitchen 
o Bain Marie in Kitchen is slightly wider than the benchtop 

• The footpaths directly adjacent to the building are complete.  
• Access pathway required from western footpath to soccer pitch and north-

east doors to the old netball/ soccer change rooms. 
• Landscaping planning has commenced and will be discussed with Parks and 

Reserves – the works won’t commence until the ground loses some moisture 
and becomes trafficable, especially on the western side of the stadium.  

• A comprehensive list of defects has been sent to VOS to remedy.  
• The manufacture of additional steelwork for the retractable seating will 

commence late August/ early September. 
 
Train Shed: 
• The cladding relocation and new additional cladding is complete. 
• The windows have been installed. 
• Base replacements to columns, due to splitting timber is now resolved. 
• Drainage modifications to downpipes has been approved and will commence 

mid/ late August.   
 
Lewisham Boat Ramp Toilet: 
• The building surveyor has issued Certificate of Likely Compliance.  
• Requests for quotes have commenced. 
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Dunalley Tennis Courts: 
• Received confirmation from the builder that they will sign a statutory 

declaration that the structure was built as per the specification and design to 
get final sign off.  

 
8.3 HUMAN RESOURCES, CUSTOMER & COMMUNITY SERVICES – JESS 

HINCHEN, MANAGER 
 
Meetings Attended:  
• Meetings RE: Community Identity Arts Project. 
• Various meetings RE: Pembroke Park Stadium & Community Facilities.  
• Various meetings regarding Canteen and Gym operators for the Stadium.   
• Operational Planning Day preparation. 
• Cultural Precinct Reference Group meeting. 
• Crl Torenius, Michelle Pears, Chris Cowels & Robert Hughes, RE Arts Centre 

for Sorell and their committee's vision. 
• Operational Planning Day.    
• Management Meeting.  
• Various HR meetings.  
• Council Workshop.   
• Council Meeting. 
   
HUMAN RESOURCES     
 
Recruitment    
Recruitment for the following positions is currently in progress –   
• EOI – Municipal Worker – Parks & Reserves was advertised internally and 

closes 10th August 2022.  
• Trainee (Sealed Roads) was advertised on the BEST Page and closes 15th 

August 2022.  
• Financial Accountant was advertised on SEEK and the BEST page and closes 

18th August 2022.   
  
Appointment  
• Madison Morrow has been appointed as the Customer & Business Support 

Officer. Madison commenced her permanent position on 18th July 2022.  
• Jacob Ford has been appointed as the Plumbing Surveyor. Jacob will 

commence with Council on 15th August 2022.  
  
Resignation  
• Kathleen Hudson resigned from her position of Financial Accountant 

effective 27th July 2022.  
• Andy Lovell resigned from his position of Municipal Worker Parks & 

Reserves effective 4th August 2022.  
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• Ken Grierson resigned from his position of Works Programmer – Roads 
effective 8th September after 47 years service. 

   
Employee Changes  
• Sonia Pullen has accepted the variation to her Employment Agreement and 

new PD and will take on the title Community Engagement Officer.  
• Stacey Gadd has accepted the variation to her Employment Agreement and 

new PD and will take on the title Team Leader – Community, Engagement 
and Corporate Admin.  

  
Employee Training   
• Nick Meers and David Hawkins received Grader Training. Nick Meers has 

now been signed off in Grader Operations.  
  
Enterprise Agreement Negotiations   
• Currently being processed by Fair Work.  
  
PAYROLL / EMPLOYEE SUPPORT   
• Two pay runs and end of month processing completed.    
• EOM complete.   
  
WORKERS COMPENSATION  
• 1 - Active claim with QBE  
• 1 - Active claim with Allianz   
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WHS  
  
Reported Incidents & Hazards for the month of July.  
  

  
CUSTOMER & BUSINESS SUPPORT     
  
Receipting figures – July  
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Phone Call Reporting – July 2022   
   
Enquiry  Answered Calls  Average Speed of Answer  % of Calls Answered  
Building  48  21  94.1%  
Enquiries  93  11  95.9%  
Payments  14  7  93.3%  
Planning  224  15  94.5%  
Plumbing  15  10  83.3%  
Rates   50  14  84.7%  
Waste  91  12  90.1%  
  
90.8% of calls are being answered within 12.8 seconds. Time includes welcome 
message and option menu for customers.   
    
**Planning & Building calls will show a longer answer time as they are the last 
options for customers to choose when calling in via the phone system. (approx.)  
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Presented Calls by month for 2022  
  

  
  
Total Presented Calls for 2022  
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Customer Requests  
CRMs created for the month of July. 
  

 
 

337 Certificates   
  
Council processed 27 - 337 Certificates in July 2022, which relate to the sale of 
properties as detailed in the graph below.   
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Justice of the Peace Enquiries   
  

  
   

 
  
Customer Service Survey Feedback  
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We received 6 completed customer service surveys for the month of July.  
  
1 customer email was also received thanking Council for filling the holes at the 
Dog Park.  
  
COMMUNICATIONS  
  
General  
• Sorell Times – Regular monthly advert.  
• Council Works Update – Monthly update compiled re current and soon to be 

commenced Council works, published on our website, Facebook 
and Instagram pages.    

• Website – Updated with news and documents including Council Works 
Updates, Weeds, No Spray register 2022-2024, Community News Newsletter 
and State of Environment Report 2021.  

• Brochures – all public brochures currently being updated for printing.  
  
Waste Education   
• Social media posts ongoing.  
• Plastic Free Places – promotion ongoing.  

  
Community Consultation/Engagement  
• Community Conversations – Dodges Ferry/Carlton meeting held, with 

approx. 33 people in attendance. Meeting Notes uploaded to website. Sorell 
meeting held with approx. 24 people in attendance. Meeting Notes being 
finalised for the website. Promotions for Primrose Sands meeting on 
Thursday 25 August have commenced.   

  
Advocacy   
• Nil this month.  
  
Area Promotion/Marketing  

• Logo South East Sports Complex – Logo development ongoing.  
• Dodges Ferry - Carlton Loop – Signage being developed for the Loop, similar 

to the signage along the Orielton Lagoon Loop.   
  
 Social Media  
• Facebook 12 July – 7 August 2022   

 
Facebook Page Followers – 4,455  
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• Instagram 12 July – 7 August 2022  
 
Total Followers - 542  
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MEDIA   
• Freemantle Media Australia – Provided permission for ‘Restoration Australia’ 

on ABC to film at various locations around Dunalley, as well as drone footage 
for the episode they are filming on St Martins Church.   

• The Mercury Newspaper – Provided information on Council’s gender 
breakdown of Councillors.  
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CORPORATE ADMINISTRATION   
  
Right to Information    
• No Right to Information Requests were received.  
  
Policies under review   
• Environmental Sustainability Policy  
• Enforcement Policy  
• Property Access Policy  
• Code of Tendering  
• Sorell Council Bond Policy  
• Motor Vehicle Policy  
• Disposal of Council Goods & Equipment  
• Investment Policy  
• Fees Refund and Remission  
• Creation and Review of Council Policies  
• Acknowledgement of Traditional Owners Policy  
• Audio Recording of Council Meetings  
• Related Party Disclosures Policy  
• Credit Card Policy  
  
Leases & Licences   
• Sorell Football Club Leases negotiations. 
• South East Stadium Canteen and Gym operator agreements. 

  
COMMUNITY SERVICES – Hours of Use   
  
Facility   Hours for 

Month of    
April 2022  

Hours for 
Month of   
May 2022  

Hours for 
Month of   
June 2022  

Hours for 
Month of 
July 2022  

Midway Point Hall   27.5  74  54.45  50.5  
Copping Community Hall   27  30  3  18  
Dunalley Hall   44  34    34  
Sorell Memorial Hall   134.75  212.5  192  179.5  
Dodges Ferry Rec Centre   33  73  92.5  71  
South East Sports 
Complex - TOTAL  

151  200.25  185.5  139  

     Junior Oval  34  56.75  48  31  
     Senior Oval  43  52  49  51.5  
     Netball Courts  35  62  51.5  30.5  
     Soccer Pitch  39  29.5  37  26  
Cricket Nets        2.5  
Dodges Ferry Oval    29  36.5  16.5  30  
PCYC   15.25  30.75  22  5  
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South East Stadium   
• Stadium gym: Preferred operator has been selected and negotiations for a 

lease agreement started.  
• Stadium canteen: Preferred operator has been selected and negotiations for 

a license agreement started.  
• Stadium visits: SE Community Care  
• Ongoing liaison with Project Engineer and suppliers on various matters 

regarding the construction project.  
• Ongoing liaison with local clubs and other future users of the stadium.  
  
Currently working with/supporting the following Community Groups/Organisations 
on Various Issues activities:  
• Sorell Football Club Lease arrangements   
• Nugent Cricket Club  
• Sorell Girl Guides  
• Midway Point Neighbourhood House  
  
OTHER DEPARTMENT ACTIVITY    
• Various hall and ground booking agreements.  
• Cemetery burial and columbarium wall bookings. 
• South East Sports Complex Users.   
• Reviewing Community Liability Insurance.    
• Community Conversations.  
• Senior Advisory Group Meeting. 
• Seniors Week Planning. 
• Annual Art Exhibition.  
• Citizenship Ceremony.  

 
8.4 FINANCE – SCOTT NICHOL, ACTING MANAGER 

 

Financial Management 

During the month of July, the following key financial management tasks were 
completed:  

• Finance staff worked on the end of financial year procedures, including 
preparation of balance sheet reconciliations and Council’s statutory financial 
statements. Council’s statutory financial statements are due to be lodged 
with the Tasmanian Audit Office on 14 August 2022.  

• Finance staff completed the Quarter 4 2021/2022 LRCI Phase I and II Program 
Report and lodged it with the Australian Government Department of 
Infrastructure, Transport, Cities and Regional Development. The Quarter 4 
Report was due for lodgement by 31 July 2022.  
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• Finance staff completed the Quarter 4 2021/2022 Roads to Recovery Report 
and lodged it with the Australian Government Department of Infrastructure, 
Transport, Cities and Regional Development. The Quarter 4 Report was due 
for lodgement by 31 July 2022.  

• South East Region Development Association (SERDA) ad-hoc and monthly 
financial tasks were completed.  

Rates  

• Rates were implemented for the 2022/2023 financial year.  
• Rates notices for 2022/2023 were sent out in early July.  
• At the end of July, 10.8% of rates had already been paid, compared to 16.2% 

at the same time last year.  
 
Audit  
• Tasmanian Audit Office will be on site the week starting Wednesday 7 

September 2022 to complete the 2021/2022 end of financial year audit.  

Operational Plan 

• N/A 

Grants & Funding  

• Council received a payment of $118k, under the Local Roads and Community 
Infrastructure Program as a part payment for Phase II.  

No other grants were received or invoiced during the month of July.    

Insurance 
• Insurance renewal documentation for the 2022/2023 financial year has been 

completed and provided to the insurance brokers, with all insurance policies 
in place by 30 June 2022.     

 

Fleet Management 

• A capital budget allocation was made for fleet replacements during the 
2022/2023 financial year and has been approved. It is anticipated this will be 
actioned in the second half of the financial year.  
 

Plant and Equipment Disposals  

• Two vehicles are planned to be sold during August. 
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Meetings 

• Monthly capital works meeting with Finance, Asset Management, 
Engineering and Depot staff – 05/07/2022   

• Operational planning day – 27/07/2022 

 
9.0 PETITIONS 

 
9.1 PETITION – IMPROVEMENTS TO THE SORELL DOG PARK 

 

RECOMMENDATION  
 
“That in accordance with Section 60(2) of the Local Government Act 1993, Council 
includes as part of the 2022/23 mid-year capital and operating budget candidate 
assessment process, those components identified in this report including 
consideration of the preferred long-term location of the facility.” 
 
INTRODUCTION  
 

On Friday 8th July 2022, a petition was delivered to Council and subsequently the 
General Manager to be registered and presented to Council.  This occurred at the 
19th July ordinary Council meeting with the petition containing the pre-requisite 
information as per Section 58(2) of the Local Government Act 1993 (“the Act”). 
 

The petition (attached) was lodged by James Cooper of 7/4 Higson Street and 
Nigel Burgess of 4/4 Higson Street, Midway Point, and Lynda Woods of 306 Old 
Forcett Road, Lewisham and contained 152 signatories requesting the following 
action: 
 
“To provide improvements to the Sorell Dog Park, including levelling of uneven 
surfaces, irrigation, more frequent mowing.  With further suggestions and context 
in the attached letter (to the petition).” 
 
STATUTORY MATTERS 
 

Relevant controls on the preparation, submission and consideration of petitions is 
contained in Part 6 – Petitions, polls and public meetings, Division 1 of the Act. 
 

Sections 58 and 60 specify how a Council is to accept and act on a valid petition 
with associated timeframes.  Once tabled by Council (done at the July 2022 
ordinary meeting), Council must then determine any action in respect of the 
petition within 42 days.   
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In addition, the General Manager is to advise the Council whether the petition 
complies with Section 59 (petition seeking a public meeting).  This is not relevant 
for this petition.  
 

REPORT  
 

The Sorell Dog Park forms part of the Council’s Land Improvements asset register 
and has a programmed inspection and routine maintenance schedule. 
 
Council’s Parks and Stormwater Works Programmer and Parks Supervisor have 
been consulted and advised since the lodgement of the petition, maintenance 
works have been carried out to level/fill depressions that were holding water, 
improve access points for pedestrians with placement of gravel, routine mowing 
and confirming the water bowl is not leaking. 
 
They were further consulted on those additional works identified from the other 
matters raised by the petitioners with cost estimates including: 
• Irrigation – in the range of $15k - $20k subject to if sourced from TasWater 

or Tas Irrigation supply – capital budget. 
• Top dressing and re-seeding - $10k – operating budget. 
• Additional sub-soil treatment - $5k – operating budget. 
• Installation of 3 x self-closing gates - $600 – operating budget. 
• Covered seating area - $18k – capital budget. 
 
No capital or operating budget allocations have been made in 22/23 for these 
works noting the cost for 3 x alternative gates is not significant and can be 
accommodated in the existing maintenance budget.  Depot staff have advised, 
however, that this type of gate latching mechanism has not proven to be a robust 
design. 
 
The behaviour of the existing dispersive black clay soil is such that without 
combining irrigation with sub-soil, top-dressing and re-seeding works, the 
characteristics experienced during wet and (particularly) dry periods won’t 
significantly improve for any useful length of time.  Advisory notices have 
previously been erected when ground conditions are dry and the soil develops 
widespread cracks. 
 
The Pembroke Park Master Plan currently identifies the existing area to remain as 
the dog park.  Subject to a proposed BMX track project occurring where the 
future tennis facility is currently identified to the north-west, it would be 
necessary to relocate the dog park when funding is provided for the tennis 
complex as the dog park is the alternate site for this facility. 
 
It is prudent therefore to consider the costs associated with carrying out the 
above works to the existing dog park and whether a future site be identified and 
constructed instead.  If the site is located in Miena Park, there would be additional 
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fencing costs of approximately $20k, and a section of connecting path (and 
possible pedestrian crossing) required opposite William Street.  
 
For these non-budgeted items, Council will consider them as part of the mid-year 
22/23 capital and operational budget assessment process and in the context of 
where the long term location will be of the facility. 
 
 
 
 
ROBERT HIGGINS 
General Manager 
11 August 2022 
 
Attachment – petition details x 3 pages 
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10.0 LAND USE PLANNING 
^ 
The Mayor advised in accordance with the provisions of Part 2 Regulation 25 of the 
Local Government (Meeting Procedures) Regulations 2015, the intention of the 
Council to act as a planning authority pursuant to the Land Use Planning and 
Approvals Act 1993 is to be noted. 
 
In accordance with Regulation 25, the Council will act as a planning authority in 
respect to those matters appearing under item 10 on this agenda, inclusive of any 
supplementary items. 
 

10.1 DEVELOPMENT ASSESSMENT SPECIAL COMMITTEE MINUTES 
^ 
RECOMMENDATION 
 
“That the minutes of the Development Assessment Special Committee (DASC) 
Meetings of 19th July 2022 be noted.” 
 

11.0 GOVERNANCE 
^ 
NIL Reports 
 

12.0 ENGINEERING & REGULATORY SERVICES 
^ 

 NIL Reports 
 

13.0 HR & COMMUNITY SERVICES 
^ 

13.1 COMMUNITY GRANTS PROGRAM 
 

RECOMMENDATION 
 
“That Council approve the following community groups to receive grants under the 
2022-2023 Community Grants Program.” 
 
 
Introduction 
Through the Community Grants Program 2022-2023, funds are available for 
support towards a project, event or activity.  Council provides financial support to 
eligible community groups and organisations within the Municipality.  
 
Strategic Plan 
Objective 3.8 – To Ensure a Liveable and Inclusive Community – Encourage and 
support the local arts, cultural activities, programs and events. 
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Annual Plan 
Sufficient funds exist within the Operational Plan. 
 
Policy 
Community Grants Policy.  
 
Asset Management Implications 
NIL  
 
Risk Management Implications 
NIL  
 
Community Implications 
There will be positive implications for the community through the provision of 
funds for activities and projects within the Sorell Municipality.   
 
REPORT 
For the month of July, Council received three Community Grant Applications 
totalling $6000.00 from -  
 
• Bream Creek Farmers Market - $2000.00 
• Dodges Ferry Junior Soccer - $2000.00 
• Copping Community Care - $2000.00 
 
The applications were assessed by Council at the monthly workshop held on 2 
August 2022. The following Councillors were present at the meeting:  
 
• Mayor Vincent  
• Clr Reynolds  
• Clr Nichols  
• Clr Torenius 
• Clr Jackson  
• Clr Reed 
 
The Councillors present agreed to fund the below applications to the amount of 
$2600.00 
 
• Dodges Ferry Junior Soccer - $600.00 (part Funded) 
• Copping Community Care - $2000.00 
 
This application is now presented to Council for approval.  
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SONIA PULLEN 
COMMUNITY ENGAGEMENT OFFICER   
Date 4 August 2022 
 
 

14.0 FINANCE 
^ 

14.1 EXECUTIVE SUMMARY – FINANCIAL REPORT JULY 2022 YTD 
 
RECOMMENDATION 
“That the Executive Summary – FINANCIAL REPORT JULY 2022 YEAR-TO-DATE be 
received and noted by Council.” 
 
Note: Variances are only reported and discussed below if they are greater than 
$10k and have a variance percentage of greater than 10%.  
 
FINANCIAL REPORT JULY 2022 YEAR-TO-DATE 
The operating surplus for the period ended 31 July 2022 of $15.139 is below the 
budget of $15.609m by $470k.  The main drivers of this position are:  
 
• Recurrent income year to date is $16.577m, which is above budget by $42k.  
• Operating expenses year to date are $1.438m, which is below budget by 

$125k.  
 
NOTES TO THE ACCOUNTS 

1. RATES AND CHARGES 
Rates and charges are below budget by $8k to the end of July.   
 
General rates revenue, domestic waste annual charges and fire levy income are 
below budget by $2k, with no significant variances noted.  Supplementary 
valuations received from the Office of the Valuer-General in July, totalling $4k in 
waste charges.  
 
These variances are slightly offset by:  
• State grant rate remissions, which are above budget by $3k and rates 

pensioner concessions, which are above budget by $9k. State grant rate 
remissions are above budget as a result of Council receiving more 
reimbursements from the State Government for pensioner concessions than 
anticipated year to date. Rates pensioner concessions are above budget as a 
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result of Council receiving more pensioner concession applications year to 
date than anticipated.  

 
At the end of the financial year, State Government rate remissions received 
will equal rate pensioner concessions granted by Council, resulting in a $0 net 
impact to Council.   

 
2. STATUTORY FEES AND CHARGES 
This category is above budget by $2k to the end of July, with no significant variances 
noted.   
 
3. USER FEES 
This category is above budget by $26k to the end of July, with no significant 
variances noted.  
 
4. GRANTS OPERATING 
No grants operating revenue was received as at the end of July.        
 
5. CONTRIBUTIONS RECEIVED 
No contributions received as at the end of July.        
 
6. INTEREST 
This category is below budget by $2k to the end of July, with no significant variances 
noted.   
 
7. OTHER INCOME 
This category is above budget by $24k to the end of July.  The following significant 
variances are noted: 
• SERDA external labour hire recoveries is above budget by $24k, no income 

was budgeted due to wind up. The wind up did not totally complete by 30 
June 2022.   

 
8. INVESTMENT IN TASWATER 
No investment in Taswater income was received as at the end of July.     
 
9. EMPLOYEE BENEFITS 
Total employee benefits are above budget by $45k to the end of July. The following 
significant variances are noted:  
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• Annual leave is above budget by $17k, due to a number of terminations 
during the month. 

• Workers compensation insurance is above budget by $54k, due budgeted 
amount being in correctly entered in the month of September.  The budgeted 
amount for September is $54k.  

 
10. MATERIALS AND SERVICES 
Materials and services are $132k below budget to the end of July. 
 
The following significant variances are noted:  
• Computer software maintenance and licences is below budget by $29k, as a 

result of timing of invoices.  Invoice expected in July were not posted until 
August. 

• Mornington Park transfer station disposal costs is below budget by $12k, as a 
result of timing of invoices.  Invoices expected in July were not posted until 
August. 

• Electricity is below budget by $13k, as a result of timing of invoices. Invoices 
expected in July were not posted until August. 

• Repairs and maintenance is below budget by $63k, as a result of variances 
across a number of depot departments. Overall, these variances are a result 
of the unpredictable and reactive nature of a number of repairs and 
maintenance activities, making the timing difficult to estimate.  

• Kerbside garbage collection is below budget by $16k, as a result of timing of 
invoices.  Invoice expected in July were not posted until August. 

 
11. DEPRECIATION AND AMORTISATION 
This category is below budget by $42k to the end of July, with no significant variance 
noted.  
 
12. FINANCE COSTS 
This category is below budget by $2k to the end of July, with no significant variances 
noted.   
 

13. OTHER EXPENSES 
This category is above budget by $3k to the end of July. The following significant 
variances are noted:   
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• Employee subscriptions, licences and memberships are above budget by 
$43k, as we received invoices in July that were budgeted for August.  The 
budgeted amount as at year to date August is $76k.  

• Public liability insurance is below budget by $34k.  An increase from 
2021/2022 was budgeted for, however for the 2022/2023 financial year MAV 
Insurance introduced a new pricing model, which saw Council’s actual 
premium decrease.  

 
14. GRANTS CAPITAL 
This category is below budget by $667k to the end of July.  The following significant 
variances are noted: 
• Commonwealth financial assistance grant revenue is below budget by $652k, 

as we did not receive our first instalment during the month of July. We expect 
to receive our first instalment in August. 

 
15. CONTRIBUTIONS – NON MONETARY ASSETS  
No non-monetary asset contribution revenue was received as at the end of July.     
 
16. NET GAIN / (LOSS) ON DISPOSAL 
No net gain / loss on disposal revenue was received as at the end of July.     
 
 
17. SHARE OF INTEREST IN JOINT VENTURES 
No joint venture revenue was received as at the end of July.     
 
CAPITAL EXPENDITURE  
Capital expenditure to the end of July 2022 is $193,425 (as per Capital Works report 
run on 1 August 2022). 
 
The following capital jobs do not have an approved budget but have expected 
expenditure in the 2022/2023 financial year: 
 
• C-23-S-010 – Midway Point - Grate Replacements - The $10,000 budget was 

approved in the Operating Budget but should have been in Capital. 
• C-22-S-012 – 189 Lewisham Scenic Drive - Stormwater – This job had an 

expected cost of $15,000. The budget was in the approval process when this 
job began in June 2022. The actual spend to date is $0.00. This job is expected 
to exceed the $15,000 by $5,000 due to the requirement to change the size 
of the pipe supply. 
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• C-22-T-037 – Midway Point, outside 252 Penna Road – Footpath replacement 
– This job has an expected cost of $25,000. The budget was in the approval 
process when this job began in June 2022. 

The following capital jobs have variances of greater than 10% or are expected to 
have variances of greater than 10% in the 2021/2022 financial year: 
• C-22-S-012 189 - Lewisham Road - Stormwater. This capital job has a budget 

of $15,000. The actual spend to date is $0.00. This job is expected to exceed 
the budget by $18,476.35 due to the need to change the size of the pipe 
supply. 

CASH & INVESTMENTS  
The Council maintains deposits with four major banks (Commonwealth, ANZ, 
Bendigo Bank and MyState) and with the State owned Tasmanian Public Finance 
Corporation (TasCorp).  
 
Council’s cash position increased during July, predominantly due to the receipt of 
rates instalment and the receipt of a number of capital grant.   In comparison with 
the 2021/2022 financial year, the current cash balance is $3.3m greater than the 
balance at the same time last year.   
 
RATES OUTSTANDING 
Attached is a graph showing unpaid rates by month for both the current and 
previous five years. The graph declines each month as rates are progressively paid 
throughout the financial year.  The second graph has been included to reflect the 
percentage of rates debt outstanding at the end of each month, with five 
comparative financial years’ data as well. 
 
Collections have remained positive this financial year, with 10.8% of rates already 
paid by the end of July. At the same time last year, Council had received 16.2% of 
rates.   
 
ATTACHMENTS 

a) Statement of Income and Expenditure for the period ending 31 July 
  2022 (Pages 1) 
b) Statement of Financial Position as at 31 July 2022 (Pages 1) 
c) Statement of Cash Position as at 31 July 2022 (Pages 1) 
d) Detailed Statement of Income & Exp. for the period ending 31 July 

2022 (Pages 5) 
e) Capital Works report for the period ending 31 July 2022 (Pages 11) 
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f)  Graph 1 – Total Cash Available (Pages 2) 
g) Graph 2 – Rates Outstanding (Pages 2) 
h) Grants Variance Analysis (N/A July) 

 
 
 
SCOTT NICOL    CHRISTINE FRASER  
MANAGER FINANCE   FINANCE OFFICER 
 
 
Date: 5 August 2022  
Attachments (23 pages)  
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15.0 QUESTIONS FROM THE PUBLIC 
^ 
In accordance with Regulation 31 of the Local Government (Meeting Procedures) 
Regulations 2015, Council will conduct a Public Question Time.   
 
At each meeting the Mayor will invite those members of the public present to ask 
questions.  When requested please: 
• Stand up; and 
• State clearly your name and address. 
 
This time is allocated for questions from the public. Questions are to be kept brief 
and specific to the topic to which they relate. 
 
Members of the public are reminded that questions and any answers to such 
questions are not to be debated. 
 
Questions may be submitted to Council in writing at least seven (7) days before an  
ordinary Council meeting. 
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CLOSED MEETING 

Members are advised that items listed below in the CLOSED SESSION AGENDA are 
classified as CONFIDENTIAL ITEMS in accordance with the provisions of the Local 
Government Act 1993.  

A Councillor must not discuss any item listed in a CLOSED SESSION AGENDA with 
any person (except another elected member, the General Manager or the author 
of a report to the closed session of Council or a Council Committee) without a 
specific resolution of the Council or a Council Committee that considered the 
report. 

Section 338A (1) of the Local Government Act 1993 states that a Councillor must 
not disclose information: 
 
(a) seen or heard by the Councillor at a meeting or part of a meeting of a council or 
council committee that is closed to the public that is not authorised by the council 
or council committee to be disclosed; or 
(b) given to the Councillor by the mayor, deputy mayor, chairperson of a meeting of 
the council or council committee or the general manager on the condition that it be 
kept confidential. 
 
Section 338A (3) states that a member must not disclose information acquired as 
such a member on the condition that it be kept confidential. 
 
Additionally, Section 339 of the Local Government Act 1993 states that: 
 
(1) A councillor or a member must not make improper use of any information 

acquired as a councillor or member.  
(3) Improper use of information includes using the information – 

(a) to gain, directly or indirectly, an advantage or to avoid, directly or 
indirectly, a disadvantage for oneself, a member of one’s family or a 
close associate; or 

(b) to cause any loss or damage to any council, controlling authority, single 
authority, joint authority or person. 
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16.0 CLOSED MEETING 
^ 
 
The General Manager advised that in his opinion the listing of agenda item/s: 
 

Reference Item 
16.1 Confirmation of the Closed Council Minutes of the Council 

Meeting of 19 July 2022 – Regulation 34(3) 
16.2 Disclosure of confidential information – Regulation 15(8) 
16.3 Waste Management Tender for Public Bin collection service – 

Regulation 15(2)(d) 
 
As prescribed items in accordance with Regulations 15 and 34 of the Local 
Government (Meeting Procedures) Regulations 2015, and therefore Council may by 
absolute majority determine to close the meeting to the general public. 
 
RECOMMENDATION 
 
“That the meeting be closed to the public to enable Council to consider agenda 
items 16.1 - 16.3 which are confidential matters as prescribed in Regulations 34 and 
15 of the Local Government (Meeting Procedures) Regulations 2015.”  
 
 

16.1 CONFIRMATION OF THE CLOSED MINUTES OF THE COUNCIL MEETING 
OF 19 JULY 2022 
 

RECOMMENDATION 
 
“That the Closed Minutes of the Council Meeting held on 19th July 2022 be 
confirmed.” 
 
 

16.2 AUTHORISATION TO DISCLOSE CONFIDENTIAL INFORMATION 
^ 
RECOMMENDATION 
 
“That in accordance with Regulation 15(9) of the Local Government (Meeting 
Procedures) Regulations 2015, the Mayor and General Manager be authorised to 
disclose information from this ‘Closed Section’ of this meeting in the course of 
implementing the decisions of Council.”  
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16.3 WASTE MANAGEMENT TENDER FOR PUBLIC BIN COLLECTION SERVICE 
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17.0 ACRONYMNS 
 
ACWC  Arts & Cultural Working Committee 
AGM Annual General Meeting 
AFL Australian Football League 
AIR Australian Immunisation Register 
ASU Australian Services Union 
ATO Australian Taxation Office 
AWTS Aerated Wastewater Treatment Systems 
BEST Business and Employment Southeast Tasmania 
CAC Community Administration Centre 
CEO Chief Executive Officer 
CLRS Councillors 
CPR Cardiopulmonary Resuscitation 
CRM Customer Request Management 
CRDSJA Copping Refuse Disposal Site Joint Authority 
DASC Development Assessment Special Committee 
DEDTA Department Economic Development, Tourism & The Arts 
DOE Department of Education 
DPAC Department of Premier & Cabinet 
DPFEM Department of Police, Fire and Emergency Management 
DSG Department of State Growth 
DST Destination Southern Tasmania 
EBA Enterprise Bargaining Agreement 
EOI Expressions of Interest 
EOFY End of Financial Year 
EPA Environment Permit Authority 
EWaste Electronic Waste 
FMAC Fire Management Assessment Committee 
GM General Manager 
ICT Information Communication Technology 
LGAT Local Government Association of Tasmania 
LPS Local Provisions Schedule 
LTFP Long Term Financial Plan 
LTI Lost Time Injury 
MAST Marine & Safety Tasmania 
MERS Manager Engineering & Regulatory Services 
MEMC Municipal Emergency Management Committee 
NBN National Broadband Network 
NRE Department of Natural Resources and Environment Tasmania 
NRM Natural Resource Management 
PWS Parks and Wildlife Service 
RACT Royal Automobile Clube of Tasmania 
RDA Regional Development Australia 
RSL Returned Services League 
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RTI Right to Information 
SBIP School Based Immunisation Program 
SEI South East Irrigation 
SEBA South East Basketball Association 
SENA South East Netball Association 
SERDA South East Region Development Association 
SEUFC South East United Football Club 
SES State Emergency Service 
SFC Sorell Football Club 
SFL Southern Football League 
SMH Sorell Memorial Hall 
SMT Senior Management Team 
STCA Southern Tasmanian Councils Association 
SWSA Southern Waste Strategy Association 
SWS Southern Waste Solutions 
TasCAT Tasmanian Civil and Administrative Tribunal 
TAO Tasmanian Audit Office 
TCF Tasmanian Community Fund 
TOR Terms of Reference 
UTAS University of Tasmania 
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