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Notice is hereby given that the next meeting of the Sorell Council will be held at 
the Community Administration Centre (CAC), 47 Cole Street, Sorell on Tuesday, 16 
June 2020, commencing at 6.00 pm. 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
C E R T I F I C A T I O N  
 
I, Robert Higgins, General Manager of the Sorell Council, hereby certify that in 
accordance with Section 65 of the Local Government Act 1993, the reports in this 
Agenda have been prepared by persons who have the qualifications and 
experience necessary to give such information, recommendation or advice.  
 
Council or a Council Committee is not to decide on any matter which requires the 
advice of a qualified person without considering such advice unless – 

(a) the General Manager certifies, in writing – 
(i) that such advice was obtained; and 
(ii) that the General Manager took the advice into account in 
providing general advice to the Council or Council Committee; and 

(b) a copy of that advice or, if the advice was given orally, a written 
transcript or summary of that advice is provided to the Council or Council 
Committee with the General Manager's certificate. 

 
Notices of Motion and supporting documentation from Councillors are exempted 
from this certification. 
 
 
 
 
ROBERT HIGGINS 
GENERAL MANAGER 
11 JUNE 2020 
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1.0 ATTENDANCE 
^ 
Mayor K Vincent 
Deputy Mayor N Reynolds 
Councillor K Degrassi 
Councillor V Gala 
Councillor G Jackson 
Councillor C Torenius 
Councillor M Reed 
Councillor B Nichols  
Councillor D De Williams 

 

2.0 APOLOGIES 
 

3.0 DECLARATIONS OF PECUNIARY INTEREST 
 

4.0 CONFIRMATION OF THE MINUTES OF 19 MAY 2020 

^ 

RECOMMENDATION 
 
“That the Minutes of the Council Meeting held on 19 May 2020 be confirmed.” 

 

5.0 QUESTION ON NOTICE RESPONSE 

 
Council received the attached query from Rachael Treasure on 4th June 2020.   
 
Dear Council admin - please table this at your next council meeting.  
 
It's 4.14 pm on June 4, and I've just arrived home with my children to the acrid 
stench of agri chemical which has instantly given me a headache and caused us 
to shut all doors and windows, making it impossible to go outside to do our end 
of day chores with our animals.  
 
Chemical application is being sprayed under a pivot on a neighbouring paddock 
with what I assume is glyphosate or a similar 'product'. I write to direct your 
attention to the global increase in litigation and growing body of scientific 
evidence that is revealing the harmful impact agri chemicals have on human 
health, along with the ecological fall out that comes from contaminated food and 
water.  
 
It is extremely concerning that here in our municipality irrigation systems that use 
these old industrial chemical based farming practices are being expanded into 
areas where residential housing is also being increased. This increased spray use 
is also being carried out in the upper water catchment of an Internationally 
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recognised bird and fish breeding wetland that is as significant as Kakadu.  
 
I am pro-agriculture, however only if it is agriculture that enhances our 
humanity... so I would invite Council to investigate better options in regenerative 
agriculture to put forward to community members. It's a form of farming that is 
effectively reducing and even eliminating the need to use such harmful and costly 
chemicals in growing crops. It mean less profit for the produce stores selling the 
chemicals, but greater health for all and a reduction in the likelihood of 
community legal action in the future... that is sure to flow out of the United 
States where Monsanto/Bayer is now under threat from farmers who are ill from 
chemical use.  
 
Please investigate supporting our local farmers to access information via 
Regenerative Agricultural Networks of Tasmania (RANT) and I will keep writing 
and lobbying tirelessly to help people understand the greater impacts of farming 
in this old way. I am utterly impressed and grateful Council is taking action with 
steam weeders in the urban areas. Now is the time to lead the way in keeping all 
residents safe from sprays, including the farmers using them and the people who 
choose NOT to use them but live right next door. 
 
With respect, kindest and a ferocious optimism that my fellow farmers will 
change to better ways,  
 
Rachael Treasure 

 
RESPONSE FROM MANAGER REGULATORY SERVICES – GREG ROBERTSON 

 
Council does not have an NRM programme for providing education services to 
farmers on sustainable agricultural practices. However, we may be able to include 
some information on our facebook page / website. 

 
Concerns about spray drift from the application of agricultural chemicals should 
be directed to DPIPWE  https://dpipwe.tas.gov.au/agriculture/agvet-
chemicals/spray-drift-and-reporting-incidents as they are the appropriate 
regulatory body for this type of complaint. 
 
The Australian Pesticides and Veterinary Medicine Authority register chemicals 
used in Agriculture.  The following link details the APVMA position on Glyphosate 
use in Australia https://apvma.gov.au/node/13891 
 

  

https://dpipwe.tas.gov.au/agriculture/agvet-chemicals/spray-drift-and-reporting-incidents
https://dpipwe.tas.gov.au/agriculture/agvet-chemicals/spray-drift-and-reporting-incidents
https://apvma.gov.au/node/13891
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6.0 MAYOR’S REPORT 
^ 

RECOMMENDATION 
 
“That the Mayor’s communication report as listed be received.” 
 
This communication is provided as a courtesy, any items that require Council 
action and/or decision will be listed as separate agenda items. Any Councillor 
requiring information on any matter contained in the communication report 
please contact the Mayor at any time. 
 

 Participated in Council Meeting, DASC, Budget and general workshops 

with fellow Councillors.  

 GM and I met with Ron Ward re: Catholic Education.  

 Worked with Jane Howlett’s staff to resolve several resident issues.  

 Deputy Mayor Reynolds and I attended 2 School rebuild project 

meetings. 

 ABC media contacts x3. 

 Had discussions re: SERDA region with Minister Shelton.  

 Met with Brighton TTC reps re: matching programmes.  

 Participated in national book reading day for grade 3 and 4.  

 GM, Jess Radford, Jackie Rafferty and myself met with reps from Sorell 

Football club.  

 Had discussions with Rich Birch and Andrew Hyatt re: upcoming training 

developments and opportunities. 

 Met with SERDA Enterprise Centre Economic Development Officer 

candidate. 

 Participated in Media coverage for Levelling the Playing Field Project.  

 Worked with Communications Officer on several media publications. 

 General discussions with Minister Burnett. 

 Conducted ABC National Interview with Felicity Ogilvie. 

 Weekly communication re: Copping Land Fill. 

 Meeting of Copping Authority regarding gate prices. 
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7.0 SUPPLEMENTARY ITEMS 
^ 

RECOMMENDATION 
 
“That the Council resolve by absolute majority to deal with any supplementary 
items not appearing on the agenda, as reported by the General Manager in 
accordance with the Local Government (Meeting Procedures) Regulations 2015.” 
 
In accordance with the requirements of Part 2 Regulation 8 (6) of the Local 
Government (Meeting Procedures) Regulations 2015, the Council by absolute 
majority may approve the consideration of a matter not appearing on the agenda, 
where the General Manager has reported: 
 

a) The reason it was not possible to include the matter on the 
agenda; and 

b) That the matter is urgent; and 
c) That advice has been provided under section 65 of the Local 

Government Act 1993. 
 

8.0 COUNCIL WORKSHOPS REPORT 
 

The following Council Workshops were held -   
 

Date Purpose Councillor 
Attendance 

Councillor Apologies 

26th May 2020 Draft 20/21 Budgets and 
LTFP. 
Draft Annual Plan. 
Pawleena Dam EOI. 
COVID-19 plan and return to 
work update. 

Vincent 
Reynolds 
Nichols 
Torenius  
De Williams 
Jackson  
Reed 
Gala 
 

Degrassi 

2nd June 2020 Draft 20/21 Budgets and 
LTFP. 
Draft Annual Plan. 
Pawleena Dam EOI. 

Vincent 
Reynolds 
Degrassi 
Nichols 
Torenius  
De Williams 
Jackson  
Reed 
Gala 
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9th June 2020 Draft 20/21 Budgets and 
LTFP. 
Draft Annual Plan. 
Community facilities hire 
fees. 

Vincent 
Reynolds 
Nichols 
Torenius  
Jackson  
Reed 
Gala 

Degrassi 
De Williams 

 

9.0 DEPARTMENTAL REPORTS 
^ 

RECOMMENDATION 
 
“That the Departmental reports as listed be received.” 
 

9.1 GOVERNANCE – ROBERT HIGGINS, GENERAL MANAGER 
 

 Remote LG Minister briefing – 21st May. 

 LGAT COVID-19 GM remote briefing – 21st May. 

 Remote Marion Bay Road failure meeting with Abetz Curtis – 21st May. 

 Future private School development meeting with Mayor and CET 

representative – 22nd May. 

 Remote meeting with IT consultant re: Council ICT strategy – 28th May. 

 Meeting with Knight Frank regarding surplus Council land parcels – 29th May. 

 Meeting with development / investment proponent regarding Eastern 

Growth Corridor – 1st June. 

 Meeting with Raine & Horne and land owner regarding Pawleena Dam EOI – 

2nd June. 

 Meeting with Catholic Education Tasmania – 3rd June. 

 Audit Panel meeting – 4th June. 

 Meeting with Sorell Football Club, staff and Mayor – 4th June. 

 Council workshops, meetings, SMT and DASC meetings. 

 

9.2 ENGINEERING & REGULATORY SERVICES – RUSSELL FOX, MANAGER 
 

ENGINEERING AND REGULATORY SERVICES – Russell Fox 
 
The repairs to Marion Bay Road have been completed and the road reopened. 
 
The two year moratorium from Consumer, Building and Occupational Services 
Tasmania (CBOS) to local government for expired building permits ends on the 30 
June 2020.   We are still discussing with CBOS the status of all the historical building 
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permits which have not either been completed or those that have been granted 
an extension of time. 
The Depot teams are all busy principally undertaking maintenance tasks this 
month.  The only project work still being completed is a few minor stormwater 
installations. 
 
All meetings other than the Council workshop and the pre-tender meeting for 
waste services I attended during May have been via Zoom or Microsoft Teams 
software. 
 
Shayla Nowakowski/ Emma Smith  
 
During the month of May, Development Services received the following requests 
to waiver application fees due to them all being Council owned properties. 
 

Project: Name & Address: Fees Waived: 

Planning:   

Pembroke Park 
Stadium Building  

5.2020.48.1 – 11 Arthur 
Highway, Sorell 

$1725.00 

Port & Shipping -
Dredging 

5.2020.56.1 - Gypsy Bay 
Boat Ramp 

$955.00 

Amenities Building - 
Toilet block 

5.2020.62.1 - Linden Road 
(Gypsy Bay Boat Ramp 
Carpark) 

$955.00 

Building/Plumbing:   

Amenities Building - 
Toilet block 

22.2020.117.1 - 97 Linden 
Road, Primrose Sands 

$107.00 

 
PLANNING – Shayla Nowakowski  
 
Analysis of planning applications received year to date including May 2020. 
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DELEGATED AUTHORITY – Jenny Richmond 
 
During the month of May a total of 42 Planning Approvals / Permits /Exemptions 
have been issued including: 
 

 2 Applications approved as Permitted Development; issued under 
delegated authority. 

 0 Application approved as Permitted Development – approved at 
Council. 

 4 Applications received which complied with requirements for No 
Permit Required (exempt from requiring a Planning Permit). 

 0 Applications with the requirements for Limited Exemptions. 

 33 Applications approved as Discretionary Developments; issued 
under delegated authority. 

 3 Application approved as Discretionary Development – approved at 
Council Meeting 21/4. 

 
The following is a summary of approvals/permits issued for May 2020.  
 

Description Application Type  Property Address Value Of Work 
Residential - 
Outbuilding & 
Additions to Dwelling 
(Deck) 

Discretionary 97 Allambie Road, 
Orielton 

$30,000.00 

Outbuilding for Rural 
Use 

Discretionary Lot 8 Nugent Road, 
Wattle Hill (CT 
121848/8)  

$20,000.00 

Residential - 
Outbuildings x 2 

Discretionary 325 Carlton Beach 
Road, Carlton 

$40,000.00 

Residential - Dwelling Discretionary 3 Grierson Drive, 
Forcett 

$150,000.00 

Additions to Dwelling & 
Outbuilding 

Discretionary 110 - 112 Bally Park 
Road, Dodges Ferry 

$0.00 

Port & Shipping - 
dredging 

Discretionary(DASC) Coastal Waters Gypsy 
Bay (adjacent to boat 
ramp) - off Linden 
Road, P/ Sands 

$80,000.00 

Public Toilet - 
(Amenities building) on 
Gypsy Bay Carpark for 
nearby Boat Ramp 

Discretionary(DASC) 97 Linden Road, 
Primrose Sands 

$80,000.00 

Residential - Dwelling 
& Outbuilding 

Discretionary 1A Gatehouse Drive, 
Sorell 

$381,000.00 

Section 56 Minor 
Amendment - Changes 
to Internal Floor plan 

Discretionary 20 Heron Crescent, 
Midway Point 
(CT177622/75) 

$0.00 
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Change of use of 
outbuilding to 
bedroom & ensuite 

Discretionary 20 Tamarix Road, 
Primrose Sands 

$0.00 

Residential - 
Outbuilding 

Discretionary 154-156 Arthur 
Highway, Dunalley 

$60,000.00 

Residential - Dwelling Discretionary 6 Harback Court, 
Midway Point 

$235,215.00 

Residential - Additions 
& Alterations  to 
Dwelling 

Discretionary 245 Lewisham Scenic 
Drive, Lewisham 

$100,000.00 

Section 56 Minor 
Amendment - Dwelling 
(Changes to Cladding, 
Colours, Lower Floor 
plan) 

Discretionary 12 Lagoon View Court, 
Midway Point 

$0.00 

Residential - Dwelling Discretionary 20 Brookborough 
Court, Sorell 

$220,000.00 

Residential - 
Outbuilding 

Discretionary 7 Boathouse Rise, 
Lewisham 

$26,000.00 

Residential - Dwelling 
& Ancillary Dwelling 

Discretionary 134 Bay Road, Boomer 
Bay 

$350,000.00 

Residential - 
Outbuilding 

Discretionary 260 Shark Point Road, 
Penna 

$70,000.00 

Residential - Dwelling Discretionary 12 Harback Court, 
Midway Point 

$250,000.00 

Sports Stadium and 
associated car parking 

Discretionary(DASC) 11 Arthur Street, Sorell 
(Pembroke Park) 

$8,500,000.00 

Residential - Dwelling Discretionary 5 Heron Crescent, 
Midway Point 

$211,000.00 

Residential - Dwelling Discretionary 3 Elise Drive, Dodges 
Ferry 

$0.00 

Residential - Dwelling Discretionary 32 Heron Crescent, 
Midway Point 
(CT177622/69) 

$207,000.00 

Upgrade to Quarry Discretionary 1056 Nugent Road, 
Wattle Hill 

$0.00 

Residential - Dwelling Discretionary 610 Primrose Sands 
Road, Primrose Sands 

$170,000.00 

Residential - Additions 
to Dwelling & 
Outbuilding 

Discretionary 59 Carlton Bluff Road, 
Primrose Sands 

$25,000.00 

Residential - Awning Discretionary 129 Bally Park Road, 
Dodges Ferry 

$10,829.00 

Residential - New 
Dwelling & Outbuilding 

Discretionary Lot 3 Abruzzi Court, 
Orielton (CT177885/3) 
- off Greens Road 

$320,000.00 

Residential - Dwelling Discretionary 34 Sandpiper Drive 
Midway Point (Lot 117) 

$200,000.00 
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Residential - Dwelling Discretionary 37 Sandpiper drive, 
Midway Point 
(CT177622/95) 

$215,000.00 

Residential - Ancillary 
Dwelling 

Discretionary 32 Sunhaven Court, 
Midway Point 

$85,000.00 

Residential - Dwelling 
and outbuilding 
including removal of 
existing dwelling & 
shed 

Discretionary 15 Carlton River 
Esplanade, Carlton 
River 

$502,800.00 

Residential - Dwelling Discretionary 925 Nugent Road, 
Wattle Hill 

$200,000.00 

Residential - Dwelling Discretionary 17 Heron Crescent, 
Midway Point 
(CT177622/113) 

$165,000.00 

Section 56 Minor 
Amendment - Removal 
of Condition 7 

Discretionary 4 Tanya Place, 
Lewisham 

$0.00 

Section 56 Minor 
Amendment - Changes 
to Eastern Boundary 

Discretionary (Part Of) 214 Greens 
Road, Orielton & 220 
Greens Road, Orielton 

$0.00 

Residential - Dwelling No Permit Required 9 Tarbook Court, Sorell $332,000.00 
Residential - 
Outbuilding 

No Permit Required 23 Northsun Place, 
Midway Point 

$15,000.00 

Removal of Outbuilding 
& New Outbuilding 

No Permit Required 5 Walker Street, Sorell $15,000.00 

Residential - Retaining 
walls 

No Permit Required 1 Elizabeth Street, 
Lewisham 

$4,200.00 

Residential - 
Outbuilding 

Permitted 25 Arthur Highway, 
Sorell 

$4,000.00 

Residential - 
Alterations to Dwelling 

Permitted 1 Paneminner Street, 
Dodges Ferry 

$25,000.00 

   $13,299,044.00 
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Analysis of planning permits issued year to date including May 2020 – Shayla 
Nowakowski 
 
Planning Applications approved year to date including May 2020. 
 

 
 
DEVELOPMENT ASSESSMENT SPECIAL COMMITTEE – John Molnar 
 
Council’s Development Assessment Special Committee (DASC) convened on two 
occasions being 5th and 19th May by remote conferencing due to COVID-19. The 
first date considered three development applications including; new public toilets 
at 97 Linden Road, Primrose Sands (on Gypsy Bay Carpark for the nearby Boat 
Ramp), a dwelling and shed at 1A Gatehouse Drive, Sorell and Dredging works for 
coastal waters adjoining Gypsy Bay boat ramp off Linden Road, Primrose Sands. A 
revised recommendation was also put to DASC for planning scheme amendment 
43.2019.2 for 223 Old Forcett Road, Forcett in response to a request for further 
information from the Tasmanian Planning Commission. All items were approved 
by Council acting as the Planning Authority. 
 
APPEALS – John Molnar  
 
An appeal was lodged by a representor against Council approval, under delegation, 
for 3 visitor accommodation units at 772 Brinktop Road, Orielton. This matter has 
been adjourned as it was agreed by all parties that the applicant lodge a new 
development application, which has occurred and is currently on public 
advertising. 
 
An appeal has recently been lodged by the applicant against conditions placed on 
an approved permit issued by Council for a 55-lot subdivision at 20 Arthur Highway 
& lot 1 Pawleena Road, Sorell. The Resource Management and Planning Appeal 
Tribunal notified Council on 20 May 2020 concerning this appeal with a 
preliminary conference set down for 1 June 2020. 
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STATUTORY PLANNING – John Molnar  
 
As there are several existing development applications requiring assessment and 
determination (and new ones) the month of May has continued to be busy.  
 
STRATEGIC PLANNING – John Molnar  
 
The Tasmanian Planning Commission (TPC) has notified Council of a hearing date 
of the 14th July 2020 for planning scheme amendment no. 43.2019.2, 223 Old 
Forcett Road, Forcett. The hearing will be undertaken remotely to manage the risk 
of COVID-19.  
 
Council initiated and certified scheme amendment no. 43.2020.1 on the 21 April 
2020. This amendment intends to insert Bushfire-Prone Areas Overlay maps, from 
TasFire, into E1.0 Bushfire Prone Areas Code within the current Sorell Interim 
Planning Scheme 2015. The amendment is currently on public advertising for a 
period of 28 days. 
 
BUILDING – Emma Smith   
 
Analysis of applications approved year to date including May 2020.  These include 
(Permit/Notifiable/Low Risk/Substantial Compliance). 
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Details of applications that were approved in May 2020 (details below).  These 
include: 

 14 Permits 

 9 Notifiable 

 2 Low Risk 

 0 Substantial Compliance 
 

Property Address Propose Use Of Building Value Of Work 

45 Walker Street, Sorell Dwelling $397,020.00 

12 Dubs & Co Drive, Sorell Dwelling $259,210.00 

23 Dodges Hill Road, Dodges Ferry Garage $16,500.00 

325 Carlton Beach Road, Carlton Outbuildings x2 $40,000.00 

11 Arthur Street, Sorell Change Rooms $1,000,000.00 

Lot 8 Nugent Road, Wattle Hill Shed (Private Storage) $15,000.00 

97 Linden Road, Primrose Sands Amenities Building $80,000.00 

7 Boathouse Rise, Lewisham Shed $18,180.00 

16 Dodges Hill Road, Dodges Ferry Outbuilding $17,000.00 

7 Tarbook Court, Sorell Dwelling $373,859.00 

16 Heron Crescent, Midway Point Dwelling $294,965.00 

64 Riviera Drive, Carlton Dwelling & Shed $220,000.00 

16 Horizon Drive, Sorell Dwelling $0.00 

24 Heron Crescent, Midway Point Multiple Dwelling X2 $380,000.00 

Lot 1 Mill Road, Nugent Dwelling $150,000.00 

38 Gordon Street, Sorell Gym - Martial Arts Facility $65,000.00 

294 Arthur Highway, Sorell Dwelling & Sheds $382,870.00 

20 Tarbook Court, Sorell Dwelling X3 $750,000.00 

1 Lynmore Way, Midway Point Dwelling $330,145.00 

45 Wolstenholme Drive, Sorell Dwelling & Outbuilding to be used 
as Temp Occupancy 

$400,000.00 

20 Heron Crescent, Midway Point (CT 
177622/75) 

Dwelling $260,276.00 

30 Sandpiper Drive, Midway Point Dwelling $219,050.00 

45 Franklin Street, Lewisham Dwelling & Outbuilding $350,000.00 

8 Whitefoord Parade, Dodges Ferry Awning Addition $15,373.00 

7 Abate Place, Midway Point Awning Addition $14,942.00 
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BUILDING COMPLIANCE AND INSPECTIONS – Sally Hill 
 

Type Issued 
 

April May Total Year to Date 
2020 

BN PA 0 0 0 5 

BO PA 0 0 0 3 

BID 0 3 3 7 

BN BS 0 0 0 0 

BO BS 0 0 0 0 

EO GM 0 0 0 1 

INFRINGEMENT 0 0 0 0 

Total 0 3 3 16 

Note – BN GM & BO GM removed from Issued table above as no longer applicable 
due to new Building Act 
 

Type Resolved 
 

April May Total Year to Date 
2020 

BN GM 0 0 0 1 

BN PA 0 0 0 2 

BO GM 0 0 0 0 

BO PA 0 0 0 1 

BID 1 1 2 5 

BN BS 0 0 0 0 

BO BS 0 0 0 0 

EO GM 0 0 0 0 

INFRINGEMENT 0 0 0 1 

Total 1 1 2 10 

 
In addition to the above, Council has received during May, 1 Building Notice and 2 
Building Orders issued by Private Building Surveyors. 
 
Legend: 
BN GM – Building Notice General Manager, BN PA – Building Notice Permit 
Authority. 
BO GM – Building Order General Manager, BO PA – Building Order Permit 
Authority. 
BID – Building Inspection Direction. 
BN BS – Building Notice Building Surveyor. 
BO BS – Building Order Building Surveyor. 
EO GM – Emergency Order General Manager. 
INFRINGEMENT – Infringement Notice. 
In May 2020, 3 new enquiries were received in relation to illegal works.  
Investigations have commenced for 2 enquiries and one older enquiry was also 
resolved during May without enforcement action required. 
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I have issued 3 Certificate of Final Inspection during May.  There has been a greater 
focus during May on processing of tasks and Extension of Time requests and 
inspection paperwork which is continuing due to the backlog of work created with 
the Permit Expiry project. 
 
Due to the bulk mail out of the Permit Expiry warning letters in late February, I 
have received a further 31 applications to extend the duration of building permits 
where Council is the Building Surveyor to bring the total to 192 so far. 
 
During April 2020 and May 2020, the following inspections were undertaken: 
 

Inspection Type April May Year to Date 
2020 

Inspection - Statutory Building Surveyor 25 4 61 

Inspection – Other (Building Certificate, etc.) 0 0 0 

Inspection – Enforcement 1 1 10 

Inspection – Fire Damaged Property 0 0 1 

Inspection – Building Audit 0 0 0 

Inspection – Occupancy Checks 0 0 0 

Total 26 5 72 

 
PLUMBING – Simon Butler  
 
Analysis of applications approved year to date including May 2020.  These include 
(Permit/Notifiable/Low Risk). 
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Details of applications that were processed in May2020 (details below).  These 
include: 
 

 4 Permits 

 4 Notifiable 

 9 Low Risk 
 
In May 2020, 17 Plumbing applications were assessed and 75 plumbing inspections 
were conducted. These inspections are for Notifiable and Permit plumbing works 
as Low Risk plumbing no longer requires an inspection. Some Low risk applications 
may require a quick assessment. 
 
Neil Jeffery again assisted for the month of May.  
 
DEVELOPMENT ASSESSMENT – Shayla Nowakowski  
 
The following table provides details of the overall Planning, Plumbing and Building 
Applications processed for the years 2016, 2017, 2018 & 2019 together with 
current yearly figures up to and including May 2020. 
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DEVELOPMENT ENGINEERING – Leon Ashlin (May 2020) 
 
Development Engineering has examined 26 applications (Developments & 
Subdivisions) for the May period, which required engineering input as follows: 
 

 
 
Development Engineering Compliance – Leon Ashlin 
Development Engineering is continuing to actively undertake inspections and 
monitoring of approved developments under construction.  Current 
developments under construction are as follows: 

 Gatehouse Drive (Stage 6) – Construction continuing. 

 642 Primrose Sands Road – 5 lots – commencement in May. 

 Extension of Colleen Cres, Primrose Sands - commencement in May. 

 Goodford Lane, Orielton – 3 lots - commencement in May. 
 
Audit inspections for new road, kerb & gutter, footpaths, driveways and 
stormwater infrastructure are ongoing for the above developments. 
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Approved developments likely to commence soon: 

 Development of Reynolds & Harmon land in Midway Point – 
Subdivision Application. 

 Development of 20 Arthur Highway (off Pawleena Road) – Subdivision 
Application. 

 30 Montagu Street – subdivision opposite Council Depot. 

 Design Plans approved for Pawleena Rd/Nugent Rd Stage 1 – 26 Lots 
(of 300 Lots). 
 

Contract Construction/Design: 

 Sugarloaf Road for 2020/2021 – by Pitt & Sherry. 

 Woods Rd and Burdons Rd bridge replacements out to tender – close 
10 June. 

 
Capital Works: 

 Nil. 
 
Maintenance Works: 

 Marion Bay Road – Catastrophic road failure – road works completed, 
waiting on fencing and finishing touches. 

 
ENVIRONMENTAL HEALTH Greg Robertson & Rachel Tenni (May 2020) 
 

Environmental Health Staffing 

 Manager Regulatory Services returning from Long Service Leave on 5 

May 2020. 

 EHO returned to working 3 days per week.  

Building Act 2016 

Plumbing permits for onsite wastewater management assessed.  Further 
information letters sent out on a number of deficient onsite wastewater reports 
provided by stakeholders. 
 
Investigation of a failing septic tank system at Lewisham and alleged failing system 
at Carlton which appears to be groundwater seepage. 
 
Land Use Planning & Approval Act 1993 
Development applications including subdivisions, new dwellings, outbuildings, 
ancillary dwellings, assessed and referrals completed.  Including the preliminary 
assessment of the proposed Tasman Hwy roadworks at Midway Point. 
 
Communicable disease  
No incidence of communicable disease notifications during May.   
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Food safety  
A number of food business Inspections completed. 
 
Covid 19 
Food businesses have begun re-opening and most (where appropriate) re-
commenced serving meals for up to 10 customers.  EHO has been contacting food 
business to discuss good hygiene practices and to disseminate relevant 
information.  EHO has been forwarding COVID safe information to food 
businesses. 
Manager Regulatory Service has prepared a COVID safe plan from CAC/Depot 
including a cleaning schedule and Standard Operating Procedure for cleaning.  
 
EMPCA 
A number of complaints from the community sector were reported.  Trail bike 
riding, dumping of waste, chainsaw use and backyard burning are the most 
significant.   
 
Waste Management  
The Tender for the greenwaste, hardwaste and public bin collection was 
advertised and will close on 10 June 2020. 
 
An online tender briefing was conducted on 29 May 2020, 4 businesses attended. 
 

COMPLIANCE Darren Carter 
 

Infringements issued for Nuisance Dogs (including Dog at large) 3 

Infringement issued for Taking a Dog into a restricted area 1 

Reported Dog attacks on livestock or other Dogs 2 

Reported Dog attacks on people 2 

Dogs impounded 2 

Nuisance created by animals including dogs (Noise/Odour) 12 

Fire Hazard Abatement notices issued 0 

Litter Infringement notice issued 0  

New Dog Registrations as a result of door knocks 0 

 
DEPOT WORKS – Ken Smith, Ken Grierson, Paul Gray  
 
Road Maintenance and Repairs 
 

Priority 1 Urgent - 1 Day 

Priority 2 Important-  6 Weeks 

Priority 3  Required - 16 Weeks 

Priority 4 Maintenance - 26 Weeks 

Priority 5 Monitor - 52 Weeks 
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Unsealed Road Crew 

 Capital re-sheeting has now been completed. Nugent Rd, Valleyfield Road, 
Duncombe Lane, Bryans Road, Browns Road, Bream Creek Road, Pawleena 
Road and White Hills Road. 

 33 Work Orders Complete for May.  2 at Priority 2, 25 at Priority 3, 5 at 
Priority 4 and 1 at Priority 5. 

 Works undertaken was maintenance grade and drainage at Kellevie Road, 
Nugent Road, Heatherbell Road and Burnt Hill Road. 

 Storm damage works were undertaken. 
 

 
 
Sealed Road Crew 

 29 Work Orders Complete for May.  6 at Priority 2, 13 at Priority 3, 5 at 
Priority 4 and 5 at Priority 5. 

 Works undertaken were maintenance grade and drainage at Marion Bay 
Road, Carlton Beach Road, Primrose Sands Road, Delmore Road and Bay 
Road. 

 Storm damage works were undertaken. 
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Stormwater Crew: 

 Continued inspections and repair work after 2-04-2020 storm. 

 Majority of works in Primrose however some priority works in Carlton and 
Lewisham. 

 Ongoing drainage maintenance.  

 
 
Land Improvements:  

 Continue maintenance of all Parks. 

 COVID-19 signs across all parks and sporting grounds. 
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FACILITY MAINTENANCE CO-ORDINATOR– Amy Neubauer & Ken Smith 
 
All Buildings - general maintenance requirements as per form 46. 
 
Repairs and maintenance to: 

- COVID-19 restrictions. 
- Sanitiser dispensers in every entry exit CAC & signage. 
- Customer Services perspex screens CAC. 
- Sanitiser dispensers in all hall foyers & signage. 
- Paint RSL external walls – rear area. 
- Install seats at netball courts. 
- Remove condemned poles Midway Point basketball courts. 
- Thermal Imaging investigation various locations. 
- Auto Door maintenance CAC. 
- Serviced gas connection and compliance at Pittwater Community 

Centre. 
- Replaced thermostatic mixing valves at Pittwater Community 

Centre. 
- Gutter section at Primrose Sands hall. 
 

Projects  
- Scoreboard Junior Oval Pembroke Park – Complete. 
- Gypsy Bay boat ramp dredging – Approved - canvasing contractors 

again. 
- Gypsy Bay toilet - Building complete awaiting wastewater 

contractor. 
- WH&S Management Plan & Documentation. 
- Asbestos Management Plan. 
 

Repairs and maintenance to public toilet facilities 
- Weekly Inspections of toilet facilities 
- Unblock toilets at Park Beach 
- Repair tap Dunalley canal  
- Replaced toilet roll holders Boat Park 

- Repaired Park Beach tap in carpark 

 
ASSETS – Julie Mann 
 
Land Re-Valuation and Data Transfer: 
Freehold titles owned by Council are now ready for import into Assetic and the 
new re-valued land values have been approved by our external auditors WLF.  WLF 
are also reviewing the Transport Re-valuation figures. Transport My Predictor 
modelling outputs now complete in order to plan and prioritise for future capital 
programs. 
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Land Improvement AMP: Council’s first Draft of a Land Improvement Asset 
Management Plan is now complete and has been reviewed in June by Councils 
internal Auditors before going to Council.  
 
LED Street lighting Project: Assetic Data import preparation is underway for the 
600+ LED streetlights Councils now owns and responsible for maintaining. 
Maintenance configuration and regime to be set up in Assetic once the data has 
been imported.  
 
PROJECT ENGINEER - Anthony Walters 
 
Road & Traffic 

 
Vulnerable Road User Program 19/20 

 Weston Hill Rd (Adjacent to Woolworths car park) – Contract 
awarded, waiting on approval for kerb and footpath renewal, also 
Weston Hill Rd reseal for 2020/21 before doing the installation of 
traffic islands. 

 
Orielton Lagoon Walkway 

 Final design for signage complete and signs have been ordered. 

 Additional bollards to be installed around loop to house signage. 
 
Parks & Reserves 

 Snake Hollow 

 Application for an extension of time has been approved 
with Brian Mitchell’s office - Building Stronger Communities 
Fund.  

 Cost estimate complete for playground equipment, gravel 
pump track, seating to submit when a DA is lodged.  

Bus Stops 

 A new bus stop proposed by DSG on the Tasman Highway, adjacent 
to Nash St – Will be installed shortly. 

 Bus stop and shelter in Old Forcett Rd - complete. 

 New signage for the Park & Ride proposed by DSG has been quoted 
and will be installed shortly. 
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Buildings 

 Pembroke Park Stadium  

 DA approved. 

 Detailed development / detailed design stage complete. 

 Construction / Tender documentation well underway. 

 The design is currently ahead of schedule with the 
expectation that tenders will be advertised early August. 

 The design of the stadium access from Montagu St design 
has commenced. 

 Levelling the Playing Field Change rooms 

 Construction has commenced – under-slab plumbing 
installed and slab poured. 

 Sorell Memorial Hall – Supper Room Upgrade 

 Waiting on gaining access to ceiling cavity to inspect – 
asbestos present in ceiling. 

 
South East Irrigation Scheme  

 Connection to Dodges Ferry Oval – Practical completion issued. 
 
Administration 

 Selection of 2020/21 Capital Works Footpath program has 
commenced – designs have been reviewed. 

 

9.3 HUMAN RESOURCES, CUSTOMER & COMMUNITY SERVICES – JESS 
RADFORD, MANAGER 
 
Meetings Attended by Manager  

 Various meetings related to COVID-19 

 Council Workshops  

 Meeting Sorell Football Club Representatives 

 Various Payroll meetings  

 Council Meeting  

 Various HR meetings 

 Leadership meetings  
 
HUMAN RESOURCES  
RECRUITMENT  
SERDA – Business Advisor Role 
 
PAYROLL 
Two pay runs and end of month processing completed.  
 
Various meetings, completion of payroll data input and training in preparation for 
system implementation.  
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TRAINING & DEVELOPMENT  
NIL this month.  
 
WORKERS COMPENSATION 

Department Date of 
injury 

Injury Details LTI or 
MTI 

Hours 
Off 

Notes 

Depot 18.08.2015 Olgar nerve and tendon 
damage 

LTI 804 Ongoing 

Depot 23.07.2019 Left thigh and hip pain LTI 900 Ongoing 

CAC 03.09.2019 Disc prolapse & tear LTI 508.6 Ongoing 

Depot 03.10.2019 Patellar tendinosis in right knee LTI 50.5 Ongoing 

Depot  20.03.2020 Shoulder Injury LTI 1 Ongoing 

 
CUSTOMER & BUSINESS SUPPORT   
 
Currently working on: 
 
Customer Service Strategy and Charter review completed.   
 
Customer Request System ‘Easy Forms’ will be rolled out to all staff Monday 15th 
June. 
 
Receipting figures – May  

Dog Registrations Payments 8 

Rates Payments 90 

Regulatory Applications Receipted 87 

Other (RV’s, Infringements, Pound Release, Fees etc 26 
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Phone Call Reporting – May 2020 

 
84.3% of calls are being answered within 16.5 seconds. 
 
Call answer times have increased due to officers working from home and desk 
phones diverting to Customer & Business Support Team to answer as well as 
ongoing phone issues where staff can’t hear the customer on the other end of the 
phone. IT are still investigating the issue. 
 
Presented Calls year to date 2020 
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Building 195 21 seconds 85.5% 

Enquiries  128 24 seconds 83.7% 

Payments 45 10 seconds 77.6% 

Planning 200 19 seconds 87.7% 

Plumbing  219 16 seconds 97.3% 

Rates 50 12 seconds 76.9% 

Waste/Bins 258 14 seconds 81.4% 
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337 Certificates 
 
Council processed 27 - 337 Certificates in May 2020, which relate to the sale of 
properties as detailed in the graph below. 
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COMMUNICATIONS 

 Sorell Times – Regular monthly advertisement. 

 Council Works Update – monthly update compiled re current and soon to 
be commenced Council projects published on our website and 
Facebook/Instagram pages.  

 Street Banners – commenced drafting design for new banner set. 

 Community News newsletter – commenced drafting the July 2020 
Community News newsletter to gout with the rates Notice in early July.  

 COVID-19 – Updates about Council’s response published on Council’s social 
media accounts, My Local Services App, Website and Sorell Times monthly 
ad. Special weekly Mayors Message also prepared for social media.  

 Orielton Lagoon Loop – Signage for the Loop being created with Eye Spy 
signs. 

 Website – Updated with news and documents including Council Works 
Updates and COVID-19. 

 Parks and Beaches Guide – Updated and rebranded to Recreation Guide. 
Currently being printed. 

 Community Services Directory – Update of the Directory ongoing. 

 Social Media – 
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*No data received for My Local Services for June. 
 

MEDIA 

 The Sorell Times – Mayor Kerry Vincent participated in a media opportunity 
at Pembroke Park with Minister Jane Howlett re: the commencement of 
the Levelling the Playing Field Change Rooms for Sorell Times.  
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GRANTS  

 Primrose Sands Community Centre returned unspent funds from 
Community Grants Program 2018/19. 

 

RIGHT TO INFORMATION  

 One Right to Information Request this month.  
 

COMMUNITY SERVICES – Hours of Use 
 

OTHER DEPARTMENT ACTIVITY  

 Planning for Sorell 2021 Celebrations. 

 Review of Community Grants Policy. 

 Department meetings – re: meeting to discuss COVID-19 Stage Two 
requirements for community facility bookings. 

 

Currently working with/supporting the following Community 
Groups/Organisations on Various Issues 

 Liaising with various community groups within the Municipality regarding 
the current COVID-19 situation. 

 Dunalley Hall Committee - hall bookings. 

 Copping Hall Committee – cemetery bookings. 

 Service Provider meetings – zoom Meeting Scheduled for 20 May 2020. 

 Ten Days on the Island / If These Halls Could Talk program – Visit to Sorell 
Memorial Hall from performance group and Co-Producer delayed until 
further notice. 

 Sorell on Stage – hall bookings. 

 Sorell Men’s Shed – removal of items from Carriage Shed. 

 Sorell Junior Football Club – booking requirements re: return to training. 

 Sorell Football Club – fee relief request. 

 Dodges Ferry Football Club – booking requirements re: return to training. 

Facility Hours for  
Month of 
February 

2019 

Hours for 
Month of  

March 
 2020 

Hours for 
Month of  

April 
2020 

Hours for 
Month of  

May 
2020 

Midway Point Hall 48 23 0 0 

Copping 
Community Hall 36 0 0 0 

Dunalley Hall 17 26 0 0 

Sorell Memorial 
Hall 76 47 72 0 

Dodges Ferry Rec 
Centre 54 35 0 0 

Pembroke Park 368.5 127 0 11 

Dodges Ferry Oval  17 9 0 1.5 

PCYC 34 19 0 0 
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9.4 FINANCE AND INFORMATION – STEPH GUNN, MANAGER 
 

Financial Management 

 A new variance reporting schedule has been implemented for the 

2019/2020 financial year. Departmental managers are now completing 

quarterly variance reporting on actual to budget income and expenditure.  

 Finance staff continued to work on the 2020/2021 Budget and Long Term 

Financial Plan.  

 Finance staff worked on preparation for 30 June 2020 end of financial year, 

including performing asset capitalisations and disposals.  

 The Fringe Benefit Tax (FBT) return was outsourced to WLF Accounting & 

Advisory (WLF) in April and will be completed and lodged by June 2020. 

Finance staff have provided all the requested documentation to WLF.  

Revenue 

 At the end of May 97.3% of rates had been paid, compared to 97% at the 

same time last year.  

 In May supplementary valuations 294 and 295 were processed, which raised 

a total of $11,339 rates revenue.  

 The rates re-structure project was put on hold due to the COVID19. The 

project will be revisited in the 2020/2021 financial year.   

Audit  

 WLF completed their 2019/2020 interim audit visit remotely on 22 April 2020. 

No issues were raised as a result of this interim audit visit.  

Grants & Funding  

 In line with the Federal Government announcement, Council received 

$1,256,629 in advance payments for 2020/2021 Financial Assistance Grants 

in late May 2020. This was recognised as income in the 2019/2020 financial 

year.  

 All four quarterly payments for the 2019/2020 Financial Assistance Grant, 

totalling $1,189,380, have now been received by Council.   

 Council invoiced and received a capital grant of $209,972 (excluding GST) 

from Department of State Growth in July, to assist in providing bus stop 

infrastructure upgrades to Station Lane, Sorell and Midway Point.  

 Council received a capital grant of $30,000 (excluding GST) from Tasmanian 

Community Fund in August, to assist with the upgrade of the football 

clubrooms.  
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 Council invoiced Marine and Safety Tasmania (MAST) $45,000 (excluding 

GST) in November, to undertake dredging (sand removal) at the Gypsy Bay 

boat ramp. This invoice was paid by MAST in February.  

 Council invoiced the Department of State Growth a total of $184,225 

(excluding GST) in November for the 2018/2019 Vulnerable Road User 

Program, in relation to works at Carlton Beach Road, Lewisham Scenic Drive, 

Penna Road and Bay Road. This invoice was paid by the Department in 

December.  

 Council received a capital grant of $20,000 (excluding GST) in December in 

relation to the Stronger Communities Program, to undertake works at Snake 

Hollow Park.   

 Council invoiced the Department of State Growth a total of $139,500 

(excluding GST) in March for the 2019/2020 Venerable Road User Program, 

in relation to works at Bay Road Midway Point and Carlton Beach Road, 

Dodges Ferry. This invoice is yet to be paid by the Department.  

 Council received a capital grant of $16,625 (excluding GST) in March from 

the Department of Industry in relation to the gross pollution trap capital 

works.  

 Council has received the full 2019/2020 grant amount of $387,296 

(payments received in November and March) from the Department of 

Infrastructure, Transport, Cities and Regional Development in relation to the 

2019/2020 Roads to Recovery grant for works on Brinktop Road.   

 Council invoiced the Department of State Growth a total of $29,000 

(excluding GST) in May for the 2019/2020 Black Spot Programme, in relation 

to safety barrier at Penna Road, north of the Midway Point kindergarten.  

 Council invoiced Wildcare Tasmania a total of $27,000 (GST free) in May for 

the Wildcare Gift Fund Orielton Lagoon Project. This invoice was paid by 

Wildcare Tasmania in May.  

Information Technology and Communications 

 IT staff are well progressed with plans for the capital works projects approved 

by Council for the 2019/2020 financial year.  

 

- C-20-IT-001 - The desktop and monitor replacement capital project was 

completed at the end of December.   

- C-20-IT-002 – The CCTV camera capital project in currently in the planning 

stage and will carry forward to 2020/2021 financial year.  

- C-20-IT-003 - The MagiqDocs Upgrade was completed at the end of April.  
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- C-20-IT-004 – The server replacement capital project is currently in the 

planning stage and will be carried forward to the 2020/2021 financial year. 

- C-20-IT-005 - The Navision finance system upgrade is currently underway 

and IT, Finance, Depot and Payroll staff have been involved in system 

demonstrations, documentation, training and testing. Council will be 

upgrading to the Microsoft Dynamics 365 Business Central (D365BC) cloud 

finance system and the Subscribe HR employee self-service system. The 

Scope of Works was finalised in March and the System Process Analysis 

was finalised in April. Finance staff worked on Data Migration during April 

and Key User Training took place during May.  Testing of D365BC will be 

completed in June and the new system is expected to be implemented by 

1 July 2020.  

- C-20-IT-006 - The MagiqDocs Easy Forms capital project has progressed. 

Council staff are currently working with MagiqDocs to develop the forms, 

with implementation expected in mid-June 2020.    

 

 Council have engaged with Techquity, a Hobart based IT Company, to provide 

IT services and support on an as-needs basis. Techquity are currently 

completing a comprehensive review of Council’s IT environment. This review 

will include the development of IT documentation, procedures and system 

flow diagrams.  

 IT shared services with Glamorgan Spring Bay Council concluded in May.  

Insurance 

 Council staff worked on the 2020/2021 insurance renewal documentation in 

March, with final submission in early April. Council’s Insurance Brokers are 

expected to get back to Council in mid-June with 2020/2021 renewal 

reports.   

Fleet Management 

 A capital budget allocation was made for fleet replacements during the 

2019/2020 financial year and has been approved. All six motor vehicles were 

received by Council in April; four Ford Rangers and two Mitsubishi 

Outlanders were received. At this stage light fleet vehicles have not been 

disposed of, due to the need for additional light fleet as a result of the 

COVID-19 pandemic.  
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Meetings 

 Council meetings and workshops as required. 

 Staff meetings with Finance & Information Department staff as required. 

 Senior Management Team (SMT) and Leadership Team meetings as 

required. 

 Weekly meetings with Dialog Information Technology regarding the D365BC 

system implementation.  

 Weekly meetings with Subscribe HR regarding the upgrade of the employee 

self-service system.  

 Assetic meeting to discuss the transport asset revaluation – 11 May 2020. 

 IT review meeting with Matt Cripps from Techquity – 28 May 2020.  

 Cut Over/Go Live meeting with Dialog Information Technology regarding the 

D365BC system implementation – 29 May 2020. 

 

10.0 PETITIONS 
 

At the time of preparation of this agenda no petitions had been received. 
^ 

11.0 LAND USE PLANNING 
 

The Mayor advised in accordance with the provisions of Part 2 Regulation 25 of 
the Local Government (Meeting Procedures) Regulations 2015, the intention of 
the Council to act as a planning authority pursuant to the Land Use Planning and 
Approvals Act 1993 is to be noted. 
 
In accordance with Regulation 25, the Council will act as a planning authority in 
respect to those matters appearing under item 10 on this agenda, inclusive of any 
supplementary items. 

 

11.1 DEVELOPMENT ASSESSMENT SPECIAL COMMITTEE MINUTES 
^ 

RECOMMENDATION 
 
“That the minutes of the Development Assessment Special Committee (DASC) 
Meetings of 19th May 2020 and 9th June 2020 be noted.” 
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12.0 GOVERNANCE 
^ 

12.1 COPPING REFUSE DISPOSAL SITE JOINT AUTHORITY 
 

RECOMMENDATION 
 
“That the attached Copping Refuse Disposal Site Joint Authority (CRDSJA) Reports 
be received and noted.” 
 
 
 
 
ROBERT HIGGINS 

GENERAL MANAGER  

Attachments (4 pages)  
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12.2 ADOPTION OF ANNUAL PLAN 2020-2021 
^ 

RECOMMENDATION 
 
“That in accordance with Section 71 of the Local Government Act 1993, Council 
resolves to adopt the Annual Plan for the 2020-2021 financial year.” 
 
 
 
 
ROBERT HIGGINS 
GENERAL MANAGER 
Attachments: (8)  
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13.0 ENGINEERING & REGULATORY SERVICES 
^ 

13.1 LAND IMPROVEMENT ASSET MANAGEMENT PLAN 
 
RECOMMENDATION 
 
“That Council resolve to approve and adopt the (attached) inaugural Land 

Improvement Asset Management Plan.” 
 
Introduction 
 
Council has committed to carry out revaluations and updating of asset class 
management plans on a five year cyclical basis as part of Council’s overarching 
asset strategy.  The land improvement asset class was first independently valued 
in the 2017/18 financial year. The attached Land Improvement Asset Management 
Plan is based on a new simpler template which will be adopted for all future asset 
class management plan reviews. 
 
Strategic Plan 
 
Objective 2 - Responsible Stewardship and a Sustainable Organisation 
 

 Invest capital to minimise maintenance and maximise lifecycle value. 

 Statutory stewardship that achieves sustainable environmental 
performance. 

 
Objective 3 - A Liveable and Inclusive Community 
 

 Advocate for effective regional service delivery that meets current and 
future population and demographic projections. 

 Create an integrated network of shared pathways including appropriate 
public access to coastal assets. 

 Secure funding to develop Pembroke Park as a regional recreational 
facility. 

 
Annual plan 
 
Objective 2 - Responsible Stewardship and a Sustainable Organisation 
 

2.3 - Commit to asset revaluation cycle, provision of sustainable 
new/upgrade capital allocations and managing risk profiles including 
facilities management legislation. 
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Policy 
 
Asset Management Policy 
Asset Management Strategy 
 
Environmental Implications 
 
Identification and management of Council owned natural resource assets. 
 
Asset Management Implications 
 
Ten year strategic view on the Land Improvement asset class. 
 
Risk Management Implications 
 
As identified in the plan. 
 
Community Implications 
 
Contains maintenance strategy and practises that support the community level of 
service for these classes of asset.  Will be an accompanying document for the 
proposed Open Space Strategy. 
 
Statutory Implications 
 
Section 70F part (b) of the Local Government Act 1993 requires a Council to have 
a long term strategic asset management plan.  The attached plan provides 
information and support for Council’s Long Term Financial Plan.  The plan is also 
subject to review by the Tasmanian Audit Office/agents on request. 
 
Report 
 
The Land Improvement asset class recognises all of Councils parks, reserves and 
playgrounds but also includes a large number of other sub-classes.  Any other 
infrastructure asset sub-class that is not in Council’s current transport, buildings 
or stormwater asset class management plans have been incorporated into the 
Land Improvement class.  This includes lighting, irrigation, other structures, fences 
and retaining walls. 
 
The land improvement asset class is next scheduled to be valued in the 2022/23 
financial year.  The asset management plan should be reviewed following 
revaluation.  Now that Council has established its cyclical schedule it is 
recommended that this inaugural plan is next reviewed in the 2023/24 financial 
year. 
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The attached Land Improvement Asset Management Plan was reviewed by the 
Audit Panel at its meeting on the 4th of June 2020.  The panel suggested no 
changes. 
 
 
 
 
RUSSELL FOX 
MANAGER ENGINEERING & REGULATORY SERVICES 
Date: 5 June 2020 
Attachments (27) 
Complete copy of Asset Management Plan in Councillors F drive. 
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14.0 HR & COMMUNITY SERVICES 
^ 

14.1 CUSTOMER SERVICE CHARTER & CUSTOMER SERVICE STRATEGY 
 

RECOMMENDATION 
 
“That Council endorse the Customer Service Charter & Customer Service 
Strategy.” 
 

INTRODUCTION 
A review of the Customer Service Charter (the Charter) and Customer Service 
Strategy (the Strategy) adopted by Council in 2017 was identified as a priority in 
the 2019/2020 Annual Plan.  A comprehensive review of these documents has 
been undertaken to ensure that they adequately align with Council’s ten year 
Strategic Plan 2019 – 2029 and that they reflect the way in which we now operate.  
 

STRATEGIC PLAN 
Consistent with the Strategic Plan 2019 - 2029, specifically Objective 4 – Increased 
Community Confidence in Council.  

 Provision of organisational wide customer service that generates customer 
satisfaction.  

 Consistently meet the standards set in our Customer Service Strategy, 
Customer Service Charter and statutory timeframes.  

 

ANNUAL PLAN 
Consistent with the 2019/2020 Annual Plan, specifically Objective 4.5 – Review the 
Customer Service Strategy and its implementation across the organisation. 
 

LEGISLATIVE REQUIREMENTS 
 Local Government Act 1993 – Section 339F 

 Local Government (General) Regulations 2005 – Section 30 
 

ASSET MANAGEMENT IMPLICATIONS 
Nil 
 

RISK MANAGEMENT IMPLICATIONS 
Nil 
 

COMMUNITY IMPLICATIONS 
The Customer Service Strategy and Charter ensure that the community are 
informed about what they can expect when they interact with Council.  The 
documents outline the time frames, key initiatives and actions that Council will 
take to ensure that our customer service meets customer and community 
expectations.   
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REPORT 
The Charter and Strategy were reviewed simultaneously to ensure consistency 
between the two documents and with the key focus of ensuring that they 
appropriately reflect and align with the Council’s Strategic Plan 2019-2029. The 
documents aim to provide a framework for the provision of organisational wide 
customer service that generates customer satisfaction.  Customer satisfaction and 
confidence in Council will be achieved through the consistent meeting of the 
standards and objectives set out in the Charter and Strategy.   
 
The Charter specifically outlines service standards about what the community can 
expect from Council and the timeframes and processes around how we will deal 
with service requests and complaints. This is complimented by the Strategy which 
provides direction around what we are doing to ensure that we are achieving what 
is outlined in the Charter, as well as, detailing the specific actions that will be 
implemented to ensure we meet the objectives of the strategy.    
 
The documents provide an organisation wide continuous focus on improving our 
customers experience with council, which supports the achievement of the overall 
objective of increased community confidence in Council.   
 

CONCLUSION  
The endorsement of the revised Strategy and Charter will provide a refreshed 
focus on our Customer Service expectations across the organisation and work 
towards strengthening community confidence in Council. 
 
 
 
 
JESS RADFORD  
MANAGER HR, CUSTOMER & COMMUNITY SERVICES 
5 June 2020  
Attachments: (16) 
 



  PAGE  

 
 
 

  

AGENDA 

SORELL COUNCIL MEETING 

16 JUNE 2020 
 

80 



  PAGE  

 
 
 

  

AGENDA 

SORELL COUNCIL MEETING 

16 JUNE 2020 
 

81 



  PAGE  

 
 
 

  

AGENDA 

SORELL COUNCIL MEETING 

16 JUNE 2020 
 

82 



  PAGE  

 
 
 

  

AGENDA 

SORELL COUNCIL MEETING 

16 JUNE 2020 
 

83 



  PAGE  

 
 
 

  

AGENDA 

SORELL COUNCIL MEETING 

16 JUNE 2020 
 

84 



  PAGE  

 
 
 

  

AGENDA 

SORELL COUNCIL MEETING 

16 JUNE 2020 
 

85 

 



  PAGE  

 
 
 

  

AGENDA 

SORELL COUNCIL MEETING 

16 JUNE 2020 
 

86 



  PAGE  

 
 
 

  

AGENDA 

SORELL COUNCIL MEETING 

16 JUNE 2020 
 

87 



  PAGE  

 
 
 

  

AGENDA 

SORELL COUNCIL MEETING 

16 JUNE 2020 
 

88 



  PAGE  

 
 
 

  

AGENDA 

SORELL COUNCIL MEETING 

16 JUNE 2020 
 

89 



  PAGE  

 
 
 

  

AGENDA 

SORELL COUNCIL MEETING 

16 JUNE 2020 
 

90 



  PAGE  

 
 
 

  

AGENDA 

SORELL COUNCIL MEETING 

16 JUNE 2020 
 

91 



  PAGE  

 
 
 

  

AGENDA 

SORELL COUNCIL MEETING 

16 JUNE 2020 
 

92 



  PAGE  

 
 
 

  

AGENDA 

SORELL COUNCIL MEETING 

16 JUNE 2020 
 

93 



  PAGE  

 
 
 

  

AGENDA 

SORELL COUNCIL MEETING 

16 JUNE 2020 
 

94 



  PAGE  

 
 
 

  

AGENDA 

SORELL COUNCIL MEETING 

16 JUNE 2020 
 

95 

 
 



  PAGE  

 
 
 

  

AGENDA 

SORELL COUNCIL MEETING 

16 JUNE 2020 
 

96 

14.2 COMMUNITY GRANTS POLICY 
 

RECOMMENDATION 
 
“That Council resolve to adopt the revised Community Grants Policy.” 
 

INTRODUCTION 
The purpose of the Community Grants Policy (the Policy) is to provide a basis for 
Council to allocate funds under Section 77 of the Local Government Act 1993 in an 
equitable and effective manner. Council acknowledges that the provision of grants 
is an important role for local government, and is an essential way in which Council 
can directly support the local community. The allocation of funds available for the 
Community Grants Programs will be determined by Council on an annual basis, as 
part of the budget process. The grant programs detailed within the Policy provides 
a framework for how Council will provide this financial assistance to projects and 
activities that involve, engage and provide benefit to community groups and 
individuals within the Sorell Municipality.     
 

STRATEGIC PLAN 
Consistent with the Strategic Plan 2019-2029, specifically: 
 
Objective 3 – To Ensure a Liveable and Inclusive Community - Sustained community 
health and wellbeing: 
 
Objective 4 – Increased Community Confidence in Council: 

 Ensure decision making is consistent and based on relevant and complete 
information, and is in the best interest of sustainability and whole of 
community interest.  

 Engage effectively with the community and other stakeholders, ensuring 
communication is timely, involving and consistent.  

 Encourage the building of community capacity to deliver local solutions to 
local issues.  
 

ASSET MANAGEMENT IMPLICATIONS 
NIL 

 
RISK MANAGEMENT IMPLICATIONS 
NIL 
 

COMMUNITY IMPLICATIONS 
The funding provided to support various programs and activities will have positive 
implications for community health and wellbeing. 
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REPORT 
The Community Grant policy was last reviewed in April 2017.  A full review of this 
policy has been undertaken with input from Council Staff and Councillors to ensure 
the Policy provides a fair and equitable framework for application to be made for 
financial assistance by individuals, groups and not-for-profit organisations within 
the Sorell Municipality.   
 
Under the revised Policy there are three grant programs available for community 
groups and individuals to make application, these include: 
 

 Community Grants Program.  This program aims to provide significant 
contribution, up to $2000.00, to support community events, asset 
purchase and projects.  
 

 Quick Response Community Assistance Program.  This program aims to 
provide minor assistance, up to $500.00, within a short timeframe to assist 
organisation with running their activities.  

 

 Individual Achievement Program.  This program aims to encourage and 
celebrate individuals who have achieved outstanding results in their 
chosen field by providing funds to residents, up to $250, who have 
qualified or been selected by a peak body to represent their state or nation. 

 
The process for decisions of successful applicants for each grant program will be 
determined as follows: 
 

 Community Grants Program - Council Officers will collate applications and 
provide this information to Councillors for evaluation on a monthly basis.  
Successful grant recipients will be notified once the report has been 
formally endorsed by Council. 
 

 Quick Response Community Assistance Program - Each application will be 
considered by the Manager HR, Customer & Community Services or their 
delegate. 
 

 Individual Achievement Program - Each application will be considered by 
the Manager HR, Customer & Community Services or their delegate. 

 
All grant recipients are required to submit an acquittal report to Council. 
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CONCLUSION  
The endorsement of the revised Community Grants Policy will provide broader 
opportunities for community members to apply for funds.  It will enable Council 
to further support community health and wellbeing and contribute towards 
strengthening the community’s confidence in Council. 
 
 
JACKIE RAFFERTY 
TEAM LEADER –  
COMMUNITY & CORPORATE ADMINISTRATION  
Date: 9 June 2020 
Attachments (4) 
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14.3 FINANCIAL HARDSHIP ASSISTANCE - RELIEF FOR HIRERS OF COUNCIL 
FACILITIES AND GROUNDS.  
 

RECOMMENDATION 
 
“That Council resolve to adopt a 50% reduction in fees and charges for permanent, 
community based use of Council’s community facilities and grounds from 25 May 
2020 until 30 June 2021.” 
 

INTRODUCTION 
The purpose of this report is to seek a Council resolution to reduce fees and 
charges by 50% for permanent, community based hirers of Council’s community 
facilities and grounds from 25 May 2020 until 30 June 2021.  The fee reduction 
applies to the following Council facilities: 

- Pembroke Park 
- Dodges Ferry Recreation Centre 
- Midway Point Hall 
- Sorell Memorial Hall 
- Copping Hall & Reserves  
- Dunalley Hall & Reserves  

 
BACKGROUND 
Council understand members of our community are facing difficult times due to 
the impacts of the COVID-19 pandemic.  Although some groups have commenced 
their activities and several more are likely to return, the social distancing 
restrictions that remain in place present challenges for these groups, many of 
which will impact on their revenue and threaten their ability to remain financially 
viable.  Council have an important role to play in supporting the health and 
wellbeing of our community and in ensuring the continued operation of our 
community groups is a key aspect to this.  The provision of funding relief will assist 
community groups to continue to operate during this time.   
 
STRATEGIC PLAN 
Adoption of the reduction of fees remains consistent with the following Objectives 
and Directions: 
 
Objective 2 – Responsible Stewardship and a Sustainable Organisation. 
 
Directions/Deliverables –  

 Ensure decisions are financially responsible and sustainable.   

 Commitment to transparent and accountable governance and well 
informed decision making. 

 
Objective 3 – To Ensure a Liveable and Inclusive Community.  
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Directions/Deliverables -  

 Sustained community health and wellbeing. 
 
Objective 4 – Increased Community Confidence in Council. 
 
Direction/Deliverable –  

 Ensure decision making is consistent and based on relevant and complete 
information, and is in the best interest of sustainability and whole of 
community interest. 

 
ANNUAL PLAN 
The matter relates to the Annual Plan - Key Objectives and Summary of Strategies 
and Initiatives for The 2019/2020 Financial Year:  
 

 4.0 Increased Community Confidence in Council  

 4.8 Work with community groups and committees to support and review 
the management of community facilities.   

 
POLICY 
No current policies/ procedures impacted by adoption of the revised fees.  
 
RISK MANAGEMENT IMPLICATIONS 
Risks associated with this matter are associated with financial impacts and 
procedural transparency/consistency. 
 
Impacts to hire fee revenue due to the COVID-19 pandemic have been reflected in 
the 20/21 budget, with a 50% reduction in revenue for user fees.   
 
COMMUNITY IMPLICATIONS 
The provision of a transparent and supportive fee relief measure, as financial 
impacts of COVID-19 evolve, will have positive implications for the ongoing 
sustainability and resilience of community groups. 
 
REPORT 
It is necessary for Council to provide community assistance in this challenging 
time. The full local economic and social effects from the pandemic are yet to be 
fully understood and therefore an initial phase of measures should be undertaken 
by Council. The provision of this fee relief timeframe will strengthen the ability for 
our community groups to continue their activities within the Municipality, as they 
navigate their way through the new way in which they must operate their activities 
and the resulting financial implications. 
 
No other changes to Council’s approach to fee relief measures are proposed.  
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CONCLUSION 
A reduction in fees for hirers of community facilities and grounds during the 
COVID-19 situation will enable community groups to continue with greater 
confidence and deliver a level of recreational service to members of the 
Municipality, ensuring the sustained health and wellbeing of our community. 
 
 
 
 
Jess Radford 
Manager HR, Customer & Community Services  
5 June 2020  
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15.0 FINANCE & INFORMATION 
^ 

15.1 RATES AND CHARGES POLICY 
 

RECOMMENDATION 
 
“That Council resolve in accordance with Section 86B of the Local Government Act 
1993 to adopt the amended Rates and Charges Policy inclusive of the Charitable 
Rebates and Remissions Procedure.”  
 
 
 
 
STEPHANIE GUNN  
MANAGER FINANCE & INFORMATION  
Date: 9 June 2020  
Attachments (10 Pages) 
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15.2 2020-2021 RATES AND CHARGES  
 

RECOMMENDATION 
 
“That in accordance with the provisions of the Local Government Act 1993 and the 
Fire Services Act 1979, Council adopt the following 2020-2021 Rates and Charges 
Resolution for rateable land within the Council’s municipal area for the period 1st 
July 2020 to 30th June 2021.”  
 
 
 
 
STEPHANIE GUNN 
MANAGER FINANCE & INFORMATION  
Date: 9 June 2020  
Attachments (14)  
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15.3 EXECUTIVE SUMMARY – FINANCIAL PERFORMANCE MAY 2020 YTD 
 

RECOMMENDATION 

“That the Executive Summary – FINANCIAL REPORT MAY 2020 YEAR-TO-DATE be 

received and noted by Council.” 

 

FINANCIAL REPORT MAY 2020 YEAR-TO-DATE 

 

The operating surplus for the period ended 31 May 2020 of $3.562m is $2.247m 

above the budget of $1.315m.  The main drivers of this position are:  

 

 Recurrent income year to date is $18.967m, which is above budget by 

$1.686m. The major reason for this variance is because Council received 

$1.257m in advance payments for 2020/2021 Financial Assistance Grant in 

late May 2020.  

 

 Operating expenses year to date are $15.406m, which is $560k below 

budget. The major reason for this variance in operating expenses is due to 

materials and services being $383k under budget and employee benefits 

being $113k under budget.  

 

NOTES TO THE ACCOUNTS 

1. RATES AND CHARGES 

 

Rates and charges is above budget by $50k to the end of May.  This is largely a 

result of increased revenue from supplementary rates notifications received from 

the Office of the Valuer-General since the Mid Year Budget Review (MYBR) was 

approved by Council.   

  

2. STATUTORY FEES AND CHARGES 

 

This category is above budget by $73k to the end of May. This is largely because 

income from 132 & 337 certificates is $17k above budget and town planning fees 

income is $56k above budget, due to greater than expected activity levels.  
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3. USER FEES 

 

This category is above budget by $18k to the end of May. This category has small 

variances across a number of income accounts.  

 

4. GRANTS OPERATING 

This category is above budget by $1.302m to the end of May.  

 

Commonwealth Financial Assistance Grant is above budget by $1.257m, as a result 

of receiving an advance payment for the 2020/2021 Financial Assistance Grant in 

late May 2020. This will be recognised as income in the 2019/2020 financial year.  

 

State grants and subsidies is above budget by $45k, as a result of Council receiving 

an unbudgeted grant from Marine and Safety Tasmania to undertake dredging 

(sand removal) at the Gypsy Bay boat ramp. This grant was not budgeted for at 

Mid-Year Budget Review, as it is unlikely this capital project will be completed at 

end of financial year. Therefore, at 30 June 2020, this grant income will need to be 

assessed in accordance with AASB 15 Revenue from Contracts with Customers. This 

grant will likely be moved from income and instead recognised as a liability at the 

end of financial year. In accordance with AASB 15, the grant will not be recognised 

as income until Council satisfies its performance obligations under the grant deed.  

 

5. CONTRIBUTIONS RECEIVED 

 

This category is above budget by $66k to the end of May. Only a small number of 

contributions are budgeted for, as development activity of this nature is 

unpredictable in nature and therefore difficult to estimate.   

 

6. INTEREST 

 

This category is under budget by $15k to the end of May. This is largely because 

rates interest penalty is under budget by $20k. Rates interest penalty relating to 

the 4th rates instalment is yet to be applied to properties. Due to the COVID-19 

situation arising in March, the interest penalty has not been applied, because staff 

were waiting for a Council decision to be made regarding rates hardship 

assistance.  Interest and penalty relating to the 4th rates instalment was applied in 

early June 2020. The amount of penalty raised when applied in early June was $9k, 

compared to a budget of $25k. This difference significant difference is due to the 

delay in applying the penalty.   



  PAGE  

 
 
 

  

AGENDA 

SORELL COUNCIL MEETING 

16 JUNE 2020 
 

134 

 

7. OTHER INCOME 

 

This category is above budget by 56k to the end of May.  

 

The largest variance of $54k relates to the Copping Tip lease fees. Sorell Council 

currently pay 100% of the Copping Tip land tax (on behalf of all three Copping Tip 

owners). Per the lease agreement the land tax expense is to be reimbursed by 

Sothern Waste Solutions (SWS) to Council. However, in the past there has been an 

oversight and Council has never invoiced SWS for these land tax reimbursements. 

An agreement was made between SWS and Council for the past five years of land 

tax to be reimbursed to Council, totalling $54k. Going forward, Council will invoice 

the land tax reimbursement to SWS on an annual basis.   

 

Diesel fuel rebate income is above budget by $21k to the end of May. This is a 

result of Council engaging with AIT Specialists to conduct a review of Council’s Fuel 

Tax Credit processes, covering the period 1st March 2016 to 29th February 2020. 

The review resulted in an additional $21k in Fuel Tax Credits claimed. The cost of 

the review was $6k (25% of the under claim amount found). As a result of the 

review, the Depot and Finance staff involved in the monthly calculation of Fuel Tax 

Credits have taken on AIT Specialists recommendations for improving the process 

going forward.  

 

Council has also received unbudgeted workers compensation reimbursements 

since MYBR review, which has resulted in a $16k over budget variance.  

 

Hall hire is under budget by $15k to the end of May 2020, due to Council’s 

community facilities, including halls, closing in late March as a result of COVID-19. 

It is expected that hall hire and other facility hire income will be continue to be 

under budget to the end of the financial year.  

 

8. INVESTMENT IN TASWATER 

 

This category is above budget by $135k to the end of May.  This is due to TasWater 

paying a dividend earlier than expected. All TasWater dividends were expected to 

be paid at the end of the financial year, however an interim dividend was paid in 

February. Council are not expecting to receive any more dividends from TasWater 

during the 2019/2020 financial year and as a result this income category will be 

under budget by $162k at the end of June.  
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9. EMPLOYEE BENEFITS 

 

Total employee benefits is under budget by $113k to the end of May. The major 

employee benefits variances at the end of May were:  

 Fringe benefits taxes (FBT) is under budget by $18k, as a result of WLF 

Accounting & Advisory completing Council’s FBT return for the 2019/2020 

year. WLF are a tax agent and as a result the FBT return will not be lodged 

until June, however it was budgeted to be lodged in May.  

 Salaries transferred to WIP and overheads recovered are over budget by a 

total of $89k, as a result of more staff time spent on capital works year to 

date than expected.  

 Payroll tax is $17k over budget, which is in line with salaries (which is over 

budget by $22k) and also a result of payroll tax paid on FBT not budgeted 

for on a monthly basis. Payroll tax is reconciled at end of financial year and 

these variances should be corrected then.  

 Salaries is $22k over budget. This variance is not significant, given it only 

accounts for less than 1% of total budgeted salaries year to date.  

 Staff training is $13k under budget, due to less staff training completed 

year to date than estimated.  

 

10. MATERIALS AND SERVICES 

 

Materials and services is $383k under budget to the end of May. The major 

materials and services variances at the end of May were:   

 Consultants is under budget by $85k. This is largely a result of the timing 

of specialised consulting projects across a number of Departments, 

including IT, HR, Engineering, Community Facilities and Town Planning.  

 Contractors is $32k under budget. This is largely a result of the IT 

contractors, Techquity, being required less than expected at this point in 

the financial year, as well as Teqchquity invoices not being received in a 

timely manner. Other small variances exist for Building Services and Bridge 

contractors.  

 Electricity is $28k under budget, as a result of the outstanding March/April 

invoices, including street lighting invoice, at the end of the month. These 

outstanding invoices have been investigated and they have been 

incorrectly coded to 3260 repairs and maintenance. This error will be 

amended in June.  
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 Plant & Motor Vehicle Repairs and Services is $11k above budget, as a 

result of more repairs and services required to plant and equipment at the 

Depot year to date, than estimated.  

 Plant hire external is $22k under budget, as a result of less plant and 

equipment break downs than expected year to date, particularly for Sealed 

and Unsealed Roads.  

 Plant hire recovered is $27k above budget, as a result of more plant hours 

required for capital works year to date than expected.  

 Printing is $13k under budget, as a result of a number of factors across a 

number of Departments, including delays in required printing jobs, as well 

as a number of printing jobs coming in under budget. The largest variance 

under spend is in the Communications Department, which is a result of a 

delay in printing the Parks and Beaches Guide, actual community 

newsletter printing cost year to date are under budget and the budget for 

ad-hoc brochures and fliers is yet to be required this financial year.  

 Repairs and maintenance is under budget by $116k. This is a result of a 

number of Depot Departments coming in under budget at the end of May, 

including storm water ($41k), parks and reserves ($38k) and bridges and 

other structures ($75k). Overall, these variance are a result of the 

unpredictable and reactive nature of a number of repairs and maintenance 

activities, making the timing difficult to estimate. In relation to the bridges 

and other structures variance of $75k, this is due to a delay in the Gypsy 

Bay dredging works, as a result of the COVID19 pandemic. This project 

budget has been carried forward to the 2020/2021 repairs and 

maintenance budget. These under spends have been slightly offset with 

sealed and unsealed roads repairs and maintenance coming in above 

budget at the end of May.   

 Kerbside recycling collection is $31k under budget as a result of the 

monthly invoices consistently coming in slightly less than expected and an 

outstanding invoice at the end of May.  

 Kerbside recycling disposal is $14k above budget as a result of an increase 

in recycling disposal costs. This fee increase was factored into MYBR, 

however the actuals have come in greater than expected at MYBR. The 

January disposal costs were particular high with actuals of $19.5k, which 

were $7k over budget.   

 Signage and Guide Posts is above budget by $16k, due to a significant 

amount of signage required to be purchased earlier than expected, as a 

result of the completion of the Road Safety Audit for major roads.  
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 Street Bin Collection contract is $13k under budget, as a result of the 

monthly invoices consistently coming in slight less than expected and an 

outstanding invoice at the end of May.  

 Water Charges is under budget by $43k.  This is a result of a number of 

factors, including; the total water budget for Dodges Ferry oval at the 

completion of the capital job is $5k under; a budgeted $5k Tasmanian 

Irrigation invoice for annual variable volume charges is yet to be received; 

water to fill public toilets has been required significantly less than 

expected; and a number of TasWater invoices were outstanding at the end 

of May. These outstanding invoices are being chased up.  

11. DEPRECIATION AND AMORTISATION 

This category is under budget by $16k at the end of May. This variance is not 

significant, given it only accounts for less than 1% of total budgeted depreciation 

year to date.  

12. FINANCE COSTS 

This category is in line with budget to the end of May.       

13. OTHER EXPENSES 

This category is under budget by $48k to the end of May.  This category has small 

variances across a number of expense accounts.   

 

Land Tax is under budget by $16k, as a result of the Finance Department 

undertaking an internal land tax review. A comprehensive review of Council’s land 

tax identified a number of properties which had land tax applied but did not meet 

the land tax criteria. The identified properties were discussed with the Tasmanian 

State Revenue Office and the associated land tax was removed, resulting in the 

actual land tax expenditure coming in under budget for the financial year.  

 

NRM Expenses are under budget by $13k, as a result of no NRM activity year to 

date.  
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14. GRANTS CAPITAL 

 

This category is above budget by $63k to the end of May. This is due to:  

 $20k in relation to the Stronger Communities Program for Snake Hollow 

Park, was received in December but not budgeted to be recognised as 

income until June.  

 $29k relating to 2019/2020 Venerable Road User Program, in relation to 

works at Weston Hill Road was budgeted to be received in May, but the 

project is not yet complete and therefore the income it yet to be received. 

This project will be carried forward to the 2020/2021 financial year.  

 $29k relating to the 2019/2020 Black Spot Programme, in relation to 

safety barrier at Penna Road, was invoiced in May, but was not budgeted 

for.  

 $27k relating to the Wildcare Gift Fund Orielton Lagoon Project was 

received in May, but was not budgeted for.   

 $17k from the Department of Industry in relation to the gross pollution 

trap was received in March. This grant was not budgeted for at Mid Year 

Budget Review, as it is unlikely this capital project will be completed at end 

of financial year. Therefore, at 30 June 2020, this grant income will need 

to be assessed in accordance with AASB 15 Revenue from Contracts with 

Customers. This grant will likely be moved from income and instead 

recognised as a liability at the end of financial year. In accordance with 

AASB 15, the grant will not be recognised as income until Council satisfies 

its performance obligations under the grant deed.  

 

15. CONTRIBUTIONS – NON MONETARY ASSETS  

 

No contributions were received to the end of May.    
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16. NET GAIN / (LOSS) ON DISPOSAL 
 

The below items of plant and equipment were disposed of in the Navision finance 

system during the month of May, resulting in a net loss on disposal of $7k.   
 

Plant and 

Equipment 

Details 

Date of 

Disposal 

Reason for 

Disposal 

Method of 

Disposal 

Proceeds 

of Sale 

Disposal 

Costs 

Profit/(Loss) 

on Disposal  

Komatsu 
Backhoe 
Rego: 
C99HB 

23/10/2019 Age  

Wear and 

Tear 

Replacement 

Trade In 

JF 

Machinery 

Pty Ltd 

$45,000 $0 $43,463 

Zero Turn 
Mower 
Rego: 
F13LL 

 

29/07/2019 Age 

Wear and 

Tear 

Replacement 

Trade In 

Sorell 

Mowers 

and 

Chainsaws 

$545.45 $0 ($3,550) 

Volvo 
FM400 
Truck  
Rego: 
A32FN 

21/04/2020 Age 

Wear and 

Tear 

Replacement 

Trade In 

FRM 

$54,545.45 $0 ($19,946) 

Mitsubishi 

Fuso Truck  

Rego: 

A89SI 

13/01/2020 Age 

Wear and 

Tear 

Replacement 

Trade In 

CJD 

Equipment 

$24,545.45 $0 ($13,539) 

Karcher 

Pressure 

Cleaner  

9/10/2019 Age 

Wear and 

Tear 

Replacement 

Trade In 

Kar-Tas 

$1,000 $0 

 

$1,000 

Traffic 

Variable 

Message 

Board  

Rego: 

Z05YY 

10/09/2019 Asset not 

meeting work 

requirements 

Replacement 

Pickles 

Auctions 

$3,516.36 $120 ($15,635) 

Refuel 

Trailer  

Rego:  

Z33KN 

10/09/2019 Age 

Wear and 

Tear 

Pickles 

Auctions 

$2.497.27 $230 $788 
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17. SHARE OF INTEREST IN JOINT VENTURES 

 

No joint venture revenue has been received to the end of May.   

 

CAPITAL EXPENDITURE  

 

Capital expenditure to the end of May was $6,754,781 (per Capital Works report 

ran on 6 June 2020).  

 

The following are capital jobs, which have started this financial year or are 

expected to be started this financial year, but were not included or approved 

during the MYBR: 

 

 C-20-LI-011 - Dodges Ferry Oval Lights and Light Poles – Council’s actual 

expenditure for this capital project is $9k. $5.5k to fix the condemned light 

poles and $3.5k to install the lights.  

 C-20-LI-012 – Dunalley Golf Club Tennis Court Redevelopment – Council 

are expecting expenditure of $80k in relation to this capital project, with 

an additional $182k contribution from the Red Cross Fund. At the end of 

May $17k had already been expensed for this project. This project will be 

carried forward to the 2020/2021 financial year.  

 C-20-LI-013 – New park furniture at Dodges Ferry Foreshore and Sorell 

Rivulet – Council have had expenditure of $6k in relation to this capital 

project. This park furniture was originally budgeted for in the Parks and 

Reserves operating budget under repairs and maintenance. However, due 

to changes to the land improvements capitalisation thresholds, this 

furniture can now be capitalised.   

 C-20-LAND-001 – Land acquisition Carlton River Road and Old Forcett 

Road. Council have had expenditure of $2k in relation to this unbudgeted 

capital project.  

 C-20-S-009 – This capital job has been set-up to capture any capital 

expenditure required as a result of the storm damage which occurred 

across the municipality in April. The required budget in unknown, due to 

the unpredictable nature of storm damage. The current actual expenditure 

is $34k.  
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The following capital jobs are over budget by greater than 10% at the end of May 

2020:  

 C-20-T-017 Hurst Street Reseal is over budget by $2k, with an approved 

budget of $18k and an actual spend of $20k. The job overspend is a result 

of the job requiring more bitumen than expected and the completion of an 

additional unbudgeted sealed area.  

 C-20-S-004 Tiger Head Road Storm water Upgrade is over budget by $2k, 

with an approved budget of $16k and an actual spend of $18k. When the 

job was budgeted it did not include the cost of the atlantic cells, as these 

were already held in the Depot inventory.  However, prior to capitalisation 

the $2k cost of the atlantic cells in inventory was moved to the job, to 

ensure the cost of the asset captured all asset components.  

 C-20-T-031 Midway Point Bus Stop Improvements is over budget by $5k, 

with an approved budget of $42k and an actual spend of $47k.  C-20-B-005 

Park and Ride Toilet is over budget by $15k, with an approved budget of 

$70k and an actual spend of $85k. Although these capital jobs are 

individually over budget, they form part of an overall bus stop 

infrastructure project, which was fully funded by the Department of State 

Growth ($210k capital grant received in July). This overall project is made 

up of four capital jobs (C-20-T-031, C-20-T-032, C-20-B-005 and C-19-T-

035), with an overall budget of $210k and an actual year to date spend of 

$214k.   

 C-20-P-008 Hot Water Pressure Washer is over budget by $1k, with an 

approved budget of $6k and an actual spend of $7k. This variance is a result 

of a budgeting error, as the budget was incorrectly calculated as net of the 

$1k trade-in.  

 C-20-IT-003 MagiqDocs Upgrade is over budget by $3k, with an approved 

budget of $9k and an actual spend of $12k. The job overspend is a result 

of; an additional $800 required to complete the project on the weekend, 

to avoid work down time; and more internal staff time required to 

complete the project than estimated.  

 C-19-P-015 Variable Message Board is over budget by $4.5k, with an 

approved budget of $42k and an actual spend of $46.5k. This is a result of 

the actual cost of the VMB coming in greater than expected.  

 C-20-PEMPARK-STADIUM is over budget by $54k, with an approved budget 

of $10k and an actual spend of $64k. The job overspend is a result of the 

activity in relation to this project being greater than expected in the 

2019/2020 financial year. This project will be carried forward to the 
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2020/2021 financial year, with the majority of activity occurring in the 

2020/2021 financial year.  

 C-20-T-015 – Parmere St Urban Street Sealing Program is expected to come 

in over budget by $4k at the end of June. The budget overspend is a result 

of; the built kerb coming in slightly larger than the drawn kerb; the accesses 

having to be constructed beyond the original 1.2m to achieve the require 

levels; and loam and seed required but not budgeted for. These additions 

have resulted in $7k additional costs. However, this has been slightly offset 

with a $3k roadworks saving, as a result of the top part of the road not 

being constructed as wide as originally drawn.    

 

CASH & INVESTMENTS  

 

The Council maintains deposits with three major banks (Commonwealth, ANZ and 

Bendigo Banks) and with the State owned Tasmanian Public Finance Corporation 

(TasCorp).  

 

Council’s cash position increased during May as a result of Council receiving 

$1.275m of an advanced payment for the 2020/2021 Financial Assistance Grant, 

as well as the final quarterly payment for the 2019/2020 Financial Assistance 

Grant. In comparison with the 2019/2020 financial year, the cash balance is $2m 

above the balance at the same time last year. This is due to Financial Assistance 

Grant prepayment (which was received in June in the 2018/2019 financial year), 

as well as strong rates debtor collection and a number of unexpended grants held. 

As capital works projects are completed in June there will be an expected decline 

in cash deposits continuing up to the end of financial year.  

 

RATES OUTSTANDING 

 

Attached is a graph showing unpaid rates by month for both the current and 

previous four years. The graph declines each month as rates are progressively paid 

throughout the financial year.  The second graph has been included to reflect the 

percentage of rates debt outstanding at the end of each month, with four 

comparative financial years’ data as well. 

 

Collections are positive this financial year with 97.3% of rates paid by the end of 

May. This is consistent with the previous financial year, with 97% of rates collected 

at the same time last year.  
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ATTACHMENTS 

a) Statement of Income and Expenditure for the period ending 31 May 2020  

b) Statement of Financial Position as at 31 May 2020 

c) Statement of Cash Position as at 31 May 2020 

d) Detailed Statement of Income & Expenditure for the period ending 31 May 

2020 

e) Capital Works report for the period ending 31 May 2020  

f) Graph 1 – Total Cash Available 

g) Graph 2 – Rates Outstanding 

 
 
 
 
STEPHANIE GUNN  

MANAGER, FINANCE & INFORMATION  

Date: 9 June 2020  

Attachments (24 pages)  
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15.4 2020-2021 OPERATING AND CAPITAL BUDGETS  
 

 

RECOMMENDATION 
 
“That Council resolve pursuant to Section 82 of the Local Government Act 1993 to 
accept and adopt the 2020-2021 Operating and Capital budget estimates.”  
 
 
 
STEPHANIE GUNN  
MANAGER FINANCE & INFORMATION  
Date: 10 June 2020  
Attachment (18)  
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15.5 LONG TERM FINANCIAL PLAN  
 

RECOMMENDATION 
 
“That Council resolve pursuant to Section 70 of the Local Government Act 1993 to 
accept and adopt the revised Long Term Financial Plan.”  
 
 
 
STEPHANIE GUNN  
MANAGER FINANCE AND INFORMATION  
Date: 10 June 2020  
Attachment – in Councillor F Drive  
 
 
 

16.0 QUESTIONS FROM THE PUBLIC 
 

In accordance with Regulation 31 of the Local Government (Meeting Procedures) 
Regulations 2015, Council will conduct a Public Question Time.   
 
At each meeting the Mayor will invite those members of the public present to ask 
questions.  When requested please: 

 Stand up; and 

 State clearly your name and address. 
 
This time is allocated for questions from the public. Questions are to be kept brief 
and specific to the topic to which they relate. 
 
Members of the public are reminded that questions and any answers to such 
questions are not to be debated. 
 
Questions may be submitted to Council in writing at least seven (7) days before an  
ordinary Council meeting. 
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CLOSED MEETING 

Members are advised that items listed below in the CLOSED SESSION AGENDA are 
classified as CONFIDENTIAL ITEMS in accordance with the provisions of the Local 
Government Act 1993.  

A Councillor must not discuss any item listed in a CLOSED SESSION AGENDA with 
any person (except another elected member, the General Manager or the author 
of a report to the closed session of Council or a Council Committee) without a 
specific resolution of the Council or a Council Committee that considered the 
report. 

Section 338A (1) of the Local Government Act 1993 states that a Councillor must 
not disclose information: 
 
(a) seen or heard by the Councillor at a meeting or part of a meeting of a council 

or council committee that is closed to the public that is not authorised by the 

council or council committee to be disclosed; or 

(b) given to the Councillor by the mayor, deputy mayor, chairperson of a meeting 

of the council or council committee or the general manager on the condition that 

it be kept confidential. 

 
Section 338A (3) states that a member must not disclose information acquired as 
such a member on the condition that it be kept confidential. 
 
Additionally, Section 339 of the Local Government Act 1993 states that: 
 
(1) A councillor or a member must not make improper use of any information 

acquired as a councillor or member.  

(3) Improper use of information includes using the information – 

(a) to gain, directly or indirectly, an advantage or to avoid, directly or 

indirectly, a disadvantage for oneself, a member of one's family or a close 

associate; or 

(b) to cause any loss or damage to any council, controlling authority, single 

authority, joint authority or person. 
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17.0 CLOSED MEETING 
 

17.1 AUTHORISATION TO DISCLOSE CONFIDENTIAL INFORMATION 
 

17.2 SOUTHERN WASTE AUTHORITY QUARTERLY REPORT 
 

17.3 COPPING AUTHORITY REFUSE DISPOSAL SITE JOINT AUTHORITY 
GENERAL MINUTES – 14 MAY 2020 
 

18.0 ACRONYMNS 
 

ACWC   Arts & Cultural Working Committee 
AGM  Annual General Meeting 
ASU  Australian Services Union 
CAC  Community Administration Centre 
CLRS  Councillors 
CPR  Cardiopulmonary Resuscitation 
CRDSJA Copping Refuse Disposal Site Joint Authority 
DASC  Development Assessment Special Committee 
DPAC  Department of Premier & Cabinet 
DSG  Department of State Growth (formerly DIER) 
DST  Destination Southern Tasmania 
EOI  Expressions of Interest 
EPA  Environment Permit Authority 
EYLF  Early Years Learning Framework 
EWaste Electronic Waste 
GG  Girl Guides 
GM  General Manager 
ICT  Information Communication Technology 
KAB  Keep Australia Beautiful 
KRA  Key Result Areas 
LGAT  Local Government Association of Tasmania 
LGMA  Local Government Manager’s Association 
LTI  Lost Time Injury 
MAST  Marine & Safety Tasmania 
MGR E&R Manager Engineering & Regulatory Services 
MGR F&I Manager Finance & Information 
NBN  National Broadband Network 
NRM  Natural Resource Management 
PCYC  Police & Citizens Youth Club 
RDA  Regional Development Australia 
RSL  Returned Services League 
RTI  Right to Information 
SEI  South East Irrigation 



  PAGE  

 
 
 

  

AGENDA 

SORELL COUNCIL MEETING 

16 JUNE 2020 
 

190 

SERDA  South East Region Development Association 
SMH  Sorell Memorial Hall 
SMT  Senior Management Team 
STAARC Sorell/Tasman Affected Area Recovery Committee 
STCA  Southern Tasmanian Councils Association 
SWSA  Southern Waste Strategy Association 
TCF  Tasmanian Community Fund 
TOR  Terms of Reference 


